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INTERVIEW WITH REV. PETER LETCHFORD IN ALBANY, NEW YORK ON 2157

NOVEMBER 1975 BEGINNING AT 15.15 (by P. David Wilkin) (Nete: A

set of rather vaque, tentative guestiens was given te Rev. Letchferd
befere he began and he spoke extemporaneously in continuous narration

without the interviewer fermally'repeating_er asking any questions.)

ut George Suckling

G5 7 _
when- 1 first met“Pp what was then Rorthern Rhedesia/in the Solwezld

Distric: Tﬁﬁigih. Gae:ga.ﬁ%ﬁkling was iw€h in charge of the Chitokoloki
tF "
Mission Station in w Balovale District of—iNemthern

Bhodeatesr

We met because of our common interests in African education,
George Snckliﬁg had initiéted at Chitokeloki one of the few uPPer
hLiddlefﬁchegfzfltzzzfis-%e—eé;'sch@ols which had Vhat wg;e tﬁen Known
as Standafds V and VI ,zmd &ne of the prejects thed—vwwerbefore me at
that time was the beginning of a similar school in the Kaonde area
to serve the Solwezi and Kasempa Districts. As the years went by we-
had a warm, friendly relationship, beth persenally and in terms of?gork
which we were both involved jal There came a time, I~weoutd—thinle-it
weouid—»e probably in 19#2,when we began discussions on the desirability

and practicality of beginning a schoel which would carry e the education

of Africans beyond the Standard VI level up through to University

Matriculation. ganld cs UL PRV POy
. ot d:fl . R EaAtn..
grrese We hoped coudd Jbe—adiTd™
F

b

a teacher training departﬁenﬁhgimilar to that being then operated at
Chalimbana, near Lusaka. The very tentative thinking of those days
also included the pessibility of the eventual addition of education

at cellege level, We discussed the thing, formulated seme tentative

plans, chose a tentative site on the road rurning frem Ndela te

Mufulira and entered into some very initiatsary discussions with

ST, i
various officiaf%ithe provincial government and in the Department of
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African Education. It was entrusted to me to make contact in England
with various friends of Mr Su;kling these who belenged to the saﬁe
Christian group as himself, the Plymouth Brethren, known in Africa
as Christian Missions 'in Many Lands. HMr Suckling introduced me to
two of-theae wealthy businessﬁen in England and I had discussions
with them on the questien eflstarting this new educational institu
tien.” They were mest interested and I think would have given very
substantial backing financially te the project, except that I was unable
to give them any persehal assurance :2:5&—9ert that the institutiont
enrollment would be limited teo these whe subscribed toe the theolegical
doctrinesof the Christian Missions in Many Lands. They were convinced
adherentsflﬁ this group and felt that any money that they put inte
a thing like Af¥ican”§chaeling should be related to the propagation
of their particular faith. While I was substantially in agreement with
ltheir theological position, I didn't feel that a school could be
begun and then operated with any effectiveness if enrollment was
restricted to these who would subscribe to the beliefs of that
parfiqular group. It would mean on the one hand that en—the-one'-
Sand, aé they used to say in China, "rice Christians" would come
forward in great numbers, people, in other woerds, whe profess te an
experience either uﬁ%ﬁ conversion or.of theological persuasion
purely in efder to get into the school, and then abandon the thing
of course, immediately upon graduation. It also meant that we, on 6ur

part would have to restrict in what seemed to me to be in unreascnable

)
manner, the enrollment of worth-while students. Amd-then On this issue

the whole thing foundered and was aborted at that peint.
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When I arrived in the Solwezi District at Mutanda Missien in
1944, the situation 4@ so far as African education was concerned
was roughly as follows: missionaries of the South African General

Fission had been in the area, I think, from about 1910 and between
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then and'the time when I arrived they had succeeded in transcribing
the language and had done a goed deal of evangelical work; had
preduced a few elementary reading primers and had got a small nretwork
of village schoels in operation. The teachers for these scheols were
Africans and such of them as had any training had received it at
Chitokoloki in the Balovale District.

My guess is that at the time that I arrived, there were probably
Jilﬁﬁi such schools being run in connection with Mutanda Mission.
The jeb which I went out to do at the invitation of the South
African General Mission/ vas ene which they had been prompted to do
by the then Department of African Education of the Government of
Nerthern Rhodesia, ma+fffy to expand this network of village schaols)'*ﬂk
. to develop out of that a system of central schools for students in
' Standards III and IV. These would be Sednfunprrerttvibtosing. boarding schools
' te which the students would go for five days of the week returning home
for weekends and coming agai£ for the next week. The teachers for these
schools were also initially to be trained at Chitokoloki. .Then emer-
ging from those schools, 1 was asked to bring into being a school
effering Standards V and VI)then known as an upper-middle schooiiand
te add to that at once a programme for training the lowest grade
of rural school teacher. Back then that was known zs a Th teacher.
It was one year training in addition to Standard IV in school.
These teachers went back and were able initially to take qharge of

the outlying rural schools. So this was my firet asssignment, and

over the peried of 5 years, this was done. ?he—evn*;ui*sehﬁoyr;-—&w

resher the elementary scheélsp were increaged in number. My guess is
that we prebably doubled them in theé%?fivé?géars; the central schools
were brought into operation; the T4 programme was initiated; Standards
V and VI were added; and from the Standard VI students, (some) began
te go to Munali Secondary Schoel in Lusaka or failing that to the

Chalimbana Teacher Training School, also in Lusaka, where they could
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get the T3 or T2 qualificatiens enabling them to come back and
to take charge,,aittgr of rural scheolsc(}n preference te the T4
staf%)pr to take over the Headmasterships of the central schools.

I should mention that as things turned out the upper middle
schooling andthe teacher training turned out to be a " for men
only" business. Now thig*;et by planning.}it was simyf?zgaincidental

~
. [
with the developments at Mutanda under ny general direction, parallel
. -

Landa. e givls

to-what was going on at the Mukinge MHission, & 100 miles to the
south, near to the Kasempa Boma)under the leadership of Miss Janetta
Forman. They did net actually have Standards V and VI for girls,
no upper-middle school, but they did have Standarde III and IV, >
I capnot remember at the moment if they did any teacher training
there. As time went on, howe#er, and especially after 1950, the
work at Mutanda became inereasingly co-educatienal, and the upper=
.middle school in particular always had a number of girl studenis in
ite

The normal school or teacher training programme at the Th
level was net very long lived .at Mutanda. We knew at the beginning
it was only to meet a passiné'need in‘ggg; early stages of developing
education. And the Department of African Education in Northern
Rhedeaiqf phased the thing out as soon aé was practical simply
becamse the teachers were of ﬁﬁﬂv low attainments and obviously
no sound @f educational programme could be deyeloped until there
was a better grade of teacher. At Mutanda we did net embark on .
the T3 or T2 level of teaching, but instead sent our young men to
Chalimbana for this grade of training. Or perhaps I should say,
either to Chalimbana or to Chitokoloki which for a period also
offered teacher training at the T3 level. Chalimbana, of caurée,
being a government eperated schoo%}was essentially a secular
schoal}but this created so far as 1 am aware no particular problems
for students coming in from Mission schools, nor for the missionaries

that sent them in. As far as I am concerned, I had the deepest

respect for Mr Maxwell Robertson who was the then Principal of
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Chalimbana. He was himself a former missionary, I think of the
Church of Scotland, ok man of great ability and in every way seemed
to me hewas suited to lead such a school. And so both at Chitokoloki
and Chalimbana we felt that the young men got a.sound iraining and
came back with their convictiens reinforced rather than undermined.

- hj, I would like to make few further comments on Qeorgé Suckling,
vho was one of the outstanding missionsries of the FPlymouth Brethren
(C.M.M.L.); builder and long time leader of the mission station at
Chitokoloki, on the banks of the Zambezi. George Suckling was a

man of great elegance. He wa;:i; don-lt think, a very highly educated
man., I don't think he was a man with any college or university
training, but nevertheless he bore all the marks of good breeding

and was what I would ¢all a cultured man - a man of many parts; a

maﬁ vho was able to assimilate situatiens and analyse them and come

to very imminently sensible conclusions on them. It goes without
saying that he was a man very deegrdedicated te his calling as a
missionary. Under his leadership, fhere had grown at Chitokeleki

a fairly large grouping ef younger missionaries who had come to

jein him, most of whom were engaged in the task of evangelism in the
Lovale and Lunda villages surrounding Chitokeoloki and in the programme
initially of elementary training in liferacy with a view to being
able to read Gospel literature and simple versions of the Scriptures
and thus of helping forward the work of establishing Plymouth
Brethren assemblies in that part of the country. But George Suckiing
freﬁ the beginning had much wider horizons than this and recognized
that his committment as a Chris}ian was to help the African people

in every conceivable manner and so it was that at Chitokeleki
educational work developed further and fasteér than in any other

point, I would say, in North-Western Rhodesia. He was the first

to have a teacher training school at the T3 level; he was the first
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to have an upper-middle school going up te Standard VI. Moreover,
he had a variety of training courses in the manual arts and any
African builders that we had in the Solwezi District always turned
out to have been trained at Chitokoloki; any carpenters we had were
trained at Chitokoleoki. Indeed one could almost say that any

e African that could do anything useful seemed to have found out how
to do it at Chitokeloki. So George Suckling exerted an immense
influence, 1 would say, on the early develepmente of the Kaonde
peeple. Another of George Suckling's achievements was to establish.

a leprosarium near Chitokoloki, which at one point, I understand, hagd

as many as 1400 lepers in it, and one of the very exciting developments

was that as a result i -poRrse —-primarily of the advances made in

the treatment of Hanson's Digease, and of the diligenceAyhich George

u—.—-
Sueckling utilized these in the treatngfmzﬁnoagh his hespital, #kiecugh

, the

incidence of leprosy was immensely reduced in that part eof the
world, te such an extent that in due course the leprosarium was
totally clesed down and the few remaining lepers were sent to

lepresariums in ether parts of the country.

Now I will say a word about the curriculum which we used in the

various schools in the Selwezi District. I weould gay that up to, and

including Standard IV, we were conventional and more-or-less had to

be because the schools were all financed by the Government ef Hertherﬁ

Rhodesia and the Department of African Education quite rightly kept

a strict watch on the schools and on the people whe were running them

and it was they whe basically decided on the Syllabus and publisﬁed

the syllabuses indeed and also wrote the examination papers, so there

vwas not room for a great deal of latitude. There was good communication

between the missionary educators and the Provincial Education Officers
Wt

and I think that we all felt thasfny of us whe had initiatives to

take, or had any special ideas to present, there was no problem in
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presenting them and as it seemed proper to the Department, iﬁ

due ceurse, to getting them implemented. In one area, however, I
fouid that semething which I instituted did not receive any ultimate

. .

ﬁg%;%tval and I think was drepped. This was that in the upper-middle
school programme, which was basically a twe year programme, Stgndard
V and VI, we introduced & third or middle year, which ve called VB,
during which tbe sBtudents spent about enly abeut 13 hours in

regular classroom work each day. The rest of the day was spent

on a programme which we developed, basiéally in twe fields =
agriculture and carpentry - although some students alse learned
building and a few lea;ned other thi#gs_such as printing. (We

had a printing press there.) My father-in-law was able to give

the initial instruction in printing and then John Wright learned
enough of the printing procedures frem my father-in-law to be able
to cérry on after he left. ﬁaw the idea of institutin® this
additional year was te equip as far as we were able, the young
people going through our schooly to take their place in Zambian life,
or Northern Rhodesian life as it was then develcping, and quite
frankly to put theﬁ in a pesition where tﬁey_c@uld ge out and earn
as reasonabié a 1i§ing as poseible, because merely to go through
Standard VI - well that led basically at that time to nothing much
more than the teaching prefession. In due cause the government
instituted a scheool for the training of medical orderlies; this made
yet another opening for the Standard VI graduate, A little later
than that the African Police Force was substantially developed and
there was considerable number of openings for Standard VI fellows in
the Police school. But back in 1947 aside from going into the
teaching profession or geing into some sert ef church related work,
the options were very small and the pay was very poor. I should mention
of course that another oepening was te=ksa what was then known aé a clerk

P

which was te=be a sort of a secretarial filing clerk in one of the
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government offices. This was another favorite occupation of the
Standard VI graduate. However, good money was to be made in the
carpentry and building trades and £op—this Peasen—aeweld as—the
foob—that I felt it was & healthy thing to give every student the
opportunity to be able to make something with his hands, te do something
censtructive in the practical line, rather than merely to grow up as
someone whose idea of human develeopment was restricted to getting
more and more grades of education under his belt;f?e ingtituted this
programme end for several years it was very successful. In the
agricultural area we had the very eager cooperation of the Provincial
Educatien Officer of those days who was one of the great Meoffat
family and was himself I believe a great, great grandson ef the
Moffat who was father-in-law of David Livingstone. He gave us six
easy steps for impreving African agriculture, which we proceed§d to
pass on the Standard V students. F-meen Nhen I say simple,ﬁfhings
like elementary rotatioﬁi@rops, contour ridging, fertilizatioﬁ, seed
selection and #0 on and the results of this was spectacular; to such
an exten¥ that some of the local chiefs called on me - I thinﬁtﬁas
the second or the thirézg¥ter ;e hé&‘initiated this programme. They
besought us to take this pregfgmme out into the villages and train
the villagers in this way of agriculture. This proved to be impossible,
we just didn't have the staff nor the time to do it. But one would
hope that the young peeple themselves having learned the beﬁefits of
these simple agricultural methods would themselves take them back to
their home communities.

The training in printiné which of course, was only given to
one or two young people as we only had the one small press at Hutanda,

paid off at least in this respect - that Maxwell Tepula, who was a

Lamba from Yowela's village in Chief Chikola's area ¢% near Kipushi
!
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in the then Cengo)went into this as a profession in the office of the
Government Printer. Eventually he has risen, I thimnk, te a position
of leadership in that particular department.
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Back again to the question of syllabus up to the Standard Vi

level. As I mentiencd before the syllabuses were drawn up by the

Department of what was originally Native Education, subsequently
changed to African Bducation. I would like te say that thﬁpen who
manned this department back in 1940s all seemed to me to be pecple of
goed calibre, In particular one would single out Clifford Little,
whe was Provincial Education Officef?i?éter became Principal of

Munali Secondary School and later Director of the Depﬁrtment of

Rarl
African Education. ﬁ-man not only of great ability and insight and

initiative but of tremendous character and quality in every respect.

, Men of this calibre left their imprint on the syllabuses Fik—FOT useﬂk

in the schools of Northern Rhedesia, no matter by whom they were oper=-
ated. And I perscnally found them entirely satisfactbry, with one
or twe small exceptions, such as the one I have just enlarged upon -
the introduction of this third year in the upper-middle schoeol. I
felt then and I somehew feel the same now that it doesn't do anybody
any harm to regard education as something theimis not merely asso-
ciated with books er sitting at the desk or cramming your héad
fuller and fuller with all sorts of knowledge. I think that the
more education can include the idea of the dignity of the manual
arts and of their worthwhileness and the fact that life is much
fuller if you can operate with something other than your brains

or make your brains epérate %n areas other than the purely academic
or in the area of merely pushing a pen. However, aside‘enly ffom
that, I found that the syllabuses themselves were of great merit

and even though I, and later my colleagues, served on an advisory

beard in Lusaka in which it was possible to offer some imput into the
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philosophies and the content of African Education, by and large we
found that these other fellows had gotten there first, and I think
that we felt little need to be innovative or openly creative. They

had already shown these characteristics smé—twet within the limits

%of the view points of those days, which admittedly was., eddve-nidediae.

imperialistic, I suppose, and substantially pateralistic; within the

limits of that view point that was to become so outworn - and maybe

- then wasn't even then entirely justified ~ the syllabus offered in

African schools I think was of great merit and of good quality.

&\ﬂdafb{“h—-----------——--- ---------- - .-

Qviseas
=

Let me just say one other word about innovations. I can't blaﬁe
these on the South African General Mission, and in a way, I suppose,
I have to admit that it was done without their consent and not really
with their approval. But I personally came to the opinion that very
early in game we should get at least a few of the students, those who
showed merit and capacity and petantial in this area, out of the cbuntry
for training that was juwst not available in Northern Rhodesia back in
those days. 4And I felt it necessary to take initiative~fhen in getting
students from Zambia to attend schools overseas. The first one whem
I made these arrangements was Murray Pandwe, then known as Beda g&i&;ﬁf

whe was a Kaonde from Chief Mumena's area in the Selwezi District. He

spent a number of years in England taking courses in various areas,

adh

first @fﬁimprov1ng his English, going to the University of London,

taking a specialised course, in English for non-English speaking

students and later taking courses in accountancy which prepared him -

for seme—sort—os Lk s

{work™®E) an Accountant and was equipped to enter the business world

when he got back to Zambia. -

KV{Kl.u‘Tmt/

Another student that later came over was !ﬂigchiume, who had
r.

already gone through Munali Secondary School and matriculated there.

He came first of all to McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, where
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he did his pre-medical courses, went on‘to the University of Teronto
where he graduated as M.D. He went back to Zambia for a short while,
and worked with the Medical Department of the Government, but he is now

back in Canada where he practices as a physician.

When I arrived in Northern Rhedesia in 1944, and during the years
that I wérked there in the educational field, I think it is true to
say that the Coleonial Gevernment of Northern Rhodesia had established
very distinctive and firm patterns for the development of African
Education. As I said befere they were the oneé who preduced the
syllabuses; they were the ones who insisted on their implementation

in the schoels, no matter by whem the schools were managed or operated;
énd gc, I think it is true to say that by 1944 and certainly in the
years following it, all Afric&h Education in Northern Rhodesia feilowed
pretty well the-same pattern and stereotype. I think it wouldn't
matter iwmhere you went. You could go up inte the Northern Preovince
near Abercorn, or come down to Tonga Country, Lusaka in the South,

or you could come out into the big Bemba areas. It wouldn't matter
too much whether you went to a Protestant er Catholics schoel, run

by this group or that group, you would find substantially the same
ﬁattern of African Educatioen y&:ghr along pretty well the same lines,

with teachers trained in pretty well the same tralnlng schoela.

E-Pre-u!-aatfd—n,m&!-g"- _______________ e e e e

The question before me now is that of the changes which the,
church caused amongst the traditional Kaonde society and customs.
The first thing I would like to say is that the changes turned out %o
e ﬁ%ﬁ% substantial in the leng haul, but that the changes caused by
the missienary activity as such, in other words its evangelizing acti-
vitity,were somevhat different from those caused by its educational arme.
I think that it is true to say the early missionaries in particular

those who preceded me; those who had gone out let ﬁs say in the 1910s,
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19208 and 19308, were primarily concerned with the eyangelization of
the Kaonde people and the establishment amongst them of Christian
patterns of worship and life. Education was mainly considered to be

a means whereby these new Christians could be taught to read Biblically
related meterials and such pa;;ioqs of the New Testament as had been
transiated. The changes in the traditional Kaonde pattern of life
therefore, were such as been caused by the presentation of the
evangelical message to them. The traditional animistic belief in
spirits was undoubtedly undermined.- I‘think pessibly we might almoest

W ’
say belittled and derided by some. Kewevep.dbwwss—doss.in-an effort,

of course?ﬁ?o encourage the people in_the belief in one God and in‘
Jesus Christ, his Son; to expose what was held to be the fallacy of

the animistic view of the cosmes. HMHoreover, there were some of the
African customs which were held to be positively immoral by Christians
standards and were therefore discouraged or forbidden in church

circles. I suppose themest obvious of these would be polygamy.

Female initiation rites also dame under considerable displeasure, both
of the mission and of the leaders of the African church which grew

cut of the missionary activity, and 1 have to admit that in the

Kaonde area no effort was made, except possibly te some extent by

Miss Janetta Forman at Mukinge, to Christisnize these initiation rites.
The thrust was g:ii;; to.abolish them and let the girls grow up like

- most of the missienaries' children growlup, in relative ignerange of
wvhat it meant teo be adolescent or te mature as a grown person. The
Bakaonde do have rites, similar to these of the Bemba chisungu rites,
but these were'things which the Africam;weré encouraged to think upon

as more-or-less obscene and dreopped. Indeed any African Christisn

that allowed his daughter to go through chisungu was at once disciplined
by the Church. In eother areas, other much loved custéms of fhe Bakaonde;

such as the drinking of native made beer on (special) occasions and

others as well, was,faf course, frowned upen, and'possibly the
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the missionaries were a little Béfere their time here since as I
gather that the imbibing of liquor has become a ﬁéjer national
disaster in the Zambia of teoday and is net just frowned upon by
narrowninded missienaries but by saﬁer natioqal leaders from

President Kaunda downwards. But however that may be, the drinking ef
beer was certainly a seolid Kaonde custom, essociated with weddings
and funerals and variousltimeé of the year and that was something
that was ruled out. I‘don‘t know where the Bakaonde got their
smoking habits from but since thé South African General Missien was
an evangelical mission, that likewise came under the axe. Other things
that undefwent revision, if not abolition, was the lobola, or the’

Lodoola. reel] wmo Suboteded ¥ L
bride price; I—e&x\@iscouragement pomadkdy rather than abolition, o¥
adjnséments. I don’'t think that tﬁe missionaries ever got to the
point where they were willing te say that this was non-Christian.

‘ procedure. I think that some ﬁissionaries even felt that it was a
discouragement tewards too much looseness in the marriage relationship,
but, however, unreasonable bride prices, or anything more than a token
lobola, I would say, was discouraged.

In other areas of married life, radical changes were demanded
by the evangelicals. For éxample, it was fairly commen for a young -man
to have free sex relations with his first female cousin. This was,
of course, was regarded as immoral and had to be ruled out.

One area in which the Church was net very vocal, at least not in
my day, was the general relationship of a man to his wife eor é wife
to her husband. Here the Church seemed remarkably willing to leave
the traditional relatienahip stand. And in church services as I
remember them, the men sat on one side of the church and the women on
the other. The women, of course, taking charge of the childfen - 850
the men on one side and women and children on the other. 1 personally
took the peint of view that this was a element in the culture which

there seemed to be no Christian reasen te perpetuate and part of our

teaching on family life was that a man sheuld stand by his wife and
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& wife should sit ﬁy her husband and this we encouraged in the services
in the church on the part of our African colleagues on the teaching
staff. This aroused some considerable measure of oppositien both from
some of my missionary colleagues and pessibly even more from the older
and mere conservative Africans whe felt that it was an unnecessary
undermining of African cultural patterﬁs. S0 much feor the.influence

of the evangelizing missionaries of Kaonde society.

EE ’lE*‘ ’;: I think it is true to say that the educational missionaries eof

eduncck o

the same society exercised a somewhat different influence on African
culture. It goes without saying that the introduction of what was
essentially a European, British style educational systenm in Africa

was itself the introduction of something capable of effecting a goed
deal of change. Edueatien, ig and ef itself, was something that would
be likely to undermine some of the basic, what we could call,
Mguperstitions" of the African people, weakening their sense of the
significance of spirits. And as students went en.éindants—uon#won
further and further in the study of science on one hand, or history

of man on the other, they came to set their own society in the context
of the wider éxperience_ef the world and 1 think it is true to say that
young Africans came through their schooling with a somewhat super
cilious view of the points of view of their fathers and certainly of
their grandfathers.

I fhink initially some eof these changes were seen at fairly
insignificant lévels, however, One was the area of dress. As the
upper-middle school déveloped, I came to the conclusion that itiwould
probably be bettef for the general development of the young pecople
coming to the school if they ceased to wear garb which was neither
traditionally Africamn and certainly neot traditienally European.‘ It
was basically bits and pieces picked up from here and there by young
people whe knew they had to wear more than a string of beads bui

really had no guidelines by which iﬂi purchase alternative clething.

ﬁ?ﬁ B0 rather than have them come in pairs of shorts of varying sizes
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and makes - msually out of 86 1b. sugar bags - or have the beys come

in various items of women's apparel.or wearing oversized boots that
someone had lifted oﬁ one of their trips to the mines, and so on and

s8o forth, in other words the c¢lothing which we didn't bother to smile

at because there was so much of it that you hardly neticed it, but

which nevertheless did not fit into a rattern of any sort -‘neither
African nor European. And in view of the fact that as they were
educated Africans, likely now to preceed into a world greétly influenced
by, and probably to some extent controlled by, our Western cultures,
therefore we said let us train them in the use of basic Western clothing.
With this in view, we introduced schoeol uniferms consisting of khaki
shorts, khaki bush shirts, khaki secks, brown shoes - g aimple and

very neat set of clothing. This was welcomed by the Africans, I would

‘8ay both-:older and younger and indeed sPeedily became a standard of

°

b

Wy
'k
v&"\

dress for thg Africans generally in the North-Western bart of Northern
Rhodesia.

It did not meet with warm approval from all missionaries of the
SAGM. There was a fear on the part of some that it would cause the
Africans to becam%?giethes conscieﬁs, to be absofbed with matters of
their own personal appearance, get taken up with the "lulus" of the
affluent life, and so on and so forth. A;so, the overriding concern
of the evangelistic missionary was that there should grow up from
amongst the younger group of Africans, a new generation of rural
teacﬁgevangelists. New these rural teacher-evangelists werg of course,
very ill paid peepie. One of thé things that they could net afford
was pairs of shoes and secks and most of them certainly had bits and
pieces of clothing that may have been given to them on the mission:
statien when they visited it and seo it was felt that these African
students in the upper-middle school, being dressed as they were dressed
in & manner that could not be sustained on the sort of salary that would

be obtained as teacher-evangelists in the rural areas; this would be
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a discouragement to them to enter inte this work as teacher-
evangelists. Therefore the missionaries felt that this whole effort
to encourage the young Africans to dress in a reasonably becoming

. . X centiver
manner was misguided and that it would undermine the iwicbismbives that

they might have had to get inte the work of being missionaries to

their own people.

k&LthCiJL I would like to make a few cemments.now on what seemed to me to
have been the reactions of the Kaonde people, first of all te
SAGM missionary work im the 19405, especially towards educational worke.
I would say that the Kaondes respected the efforts of the
:)\ missien primarily in terms of the degree to which it enhanced their life
style. I am not trying to suggest that they were a particularly self-
centered people or that they appreciated gg:&%a only in texms of the
"extent to which those peofle contributed to their well-being. I think
lit is true to say, however, thz=t with seme quite outstandingrexceptions,
the specifically spiritual er religious elements-af missianaryrwork
were not those that commanded the admiratién of the Kaonde people as

r

%
|
|
)a whole. Now, of course, there were some Bakaende who became extremely
firm and mature Christians, John Pupe being perhaps one of the most
3netible examples; Kaluﬂzﬁg Shayama, another. These men would, I think; -
take almost the same view of missionary Qerk as the missionaries them=-
selves would - mainly that the basic need of the Kaonde people was to
learn about God, to learn how to relate properly to God. To learn
therefore the message that was embodied in the life and death of Christ
and to encourage as many Bakaonde as possible to become followers of and
disciples of Jesus Christ. I wish that I could say that there were
more of the Kaonde people that would seem to me to share this
appreciation of missionary work with men like John and Kalub%ggﬁi

However, as I say, I think that forthemost part the Kaonde people

judged the worthwhileness of the missionary éndeavour by its preefs
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]in terme of hespitals and, of course, in particular, of schools. And
this may account for the fact -that even in a case like Jolin Pupe, who

I quoted as being a man who was pessibly'mafe than any other Kaonde,

be understanding of and in agreement with the essential religious

thrust of SAGM religious work, nevertheless to the end of his days
retained a sort of a gripa against the early missionaries, that-theﬁ did
not teach him the English language and that they did not arrange for
his better education. He became a peréon-wha was revered by the Kaonde
peeple as a whole, by younger and older, educated and uneducated. But

he had a permanent sense of inferierity based on his lack of education

s

and specifically on his inability to the end of his days to converse
with people in English. This became particularly humilitating after
the initiation of our educational programme in which it was of course
not unusual to see fairly young boys conversing with one another or
with whité people in the Engliéh language and John was having to
stand aside andﬂ%ot being able to keep up with the thing.

Other criticisms of the missions were made back in those early

days by men like Simon Chibanza, who was a sub-chief in the Solwezi

~area - later his chieftainship was absorbed into that of €hief Mumena.

But he as I understand it was probably théi?irst of the Bakaonde to m;ke
a pogitive response to the.work of the missionaries. DBut by the time
that I arrived on the scene he was alreadyzbomewhat embittered person;
he had not survived his bitterness as well as John Pupe did, and had
become somewhat estranged from the mainstream of missionary effert.

He had got employmegt with the government as some sort of an official
and certainly lost ne time in telling me that my arrival there was long
overdue and that he was just living in permanent regret that he had not
been given the epportunity to iegeducated as for example would have
happened if he had been in the areas that been missionized by people
like Scottish Presbyterians, and other major denominations. Criticisms

mentioned continued. Of course, somewles® more vocal in their criticisms
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Huweps
than others. Machinimwalsa, who was very active in the 19508 in the

movement tewards African independence, was very, Vvery cutspoken on the
inadequacy ef the efforts eof the South Africa Gernetfal Missien to
introduce a betterment in the life style of the Kaonde people. 4nd
thereVWere others who made similar criticisme. Subsequently, and
really this relates to the time after I left, but on return visits to
the North-Western part of Nerthern Rhedesia (or Zambia), these things
had been veiced to me by Africans and the same had been expressed to
me by fairly high officials of the Zamﬁian Gevernment, wheo kept in
touch with me by letter. I would say that over the years the idea has
developed quité strongly that the SAGM has basically failed in what
the Africans conceive to be thé sort of achievements with the mission

that had been in an area as long as the SAGM had been in that area

:ah@uld have been able te help to implement. I think basically that

'thiézgkgben the educatienal work. In summary then I would say that

|

the Africans generally, neot explicitly, but in peint of fact discount
the spiritual contribution of the Mission. I don't think they are
entirely insensitive to it but they discount it in terms of what

they feel is ‘smeymajer contribution to Kaemde life. I think that

they are to some extent grateful for the medical contributions missione
aries made, but in the educational field, which is a major sphere of
concern to them, I would say‘that most considered the missien as

having been somewhat of a failure.

With regard to the attitude of the Bakaonde to government sfficials
back in my day, I would think probably that in the 1940s one could only
describe them as being submissive. It wae in the 1950s that we first
sensed any major reéentment of imperialiem. Now it could well be that
in other parts of vhat is now Zambia that this sense of resentment

pre-dates 1950. But speaking from my own experience, it would seem to

me that essentially the Kaonde people of the 1940s were submissive to
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what they regarded, I tﬁink, as basically benign form of government.

I wéuld even say that there was very little resentment, for exaﬁple,
over the matter of taxation which-was of eitremely marginal levels

in those early days. I don't think they felt that they were being
taxed for nothing either. It was possible, of course, t§ call on
police for protection in emergencies. There was evidence that schools
were coming into being. It was known that the gevernment substantially
financed what we called mission education or mission hospitals., And

I think - I would just say again - in the 1940s there was a sense that
the government was benevolent and there was an eésential snbmissiveness

to the authority ef the Colonial Gevernment.

um#fngiko»
C In )the 19408 there was nothing like the mass exeodus to the

Copperbelt that there came to be very early in the 1950s. It was

largely a movement of men; the women and children were left behind.

- Hewever, the impact even of this relatively small start of the small

scale migration was soon felt. It was only in the introduction

first of all, of course, of more money inte the rural economy than there
had been there before, but possibly even more significant than that of
the bringing back frem the urban areaf all manner of bits an@ pieces
that had not been previously seen in the rural areas; some bought, sonme
just brought back by-whhtever means; such as immensexgg;g;gflamﬁs

and pairs eof boots and enormous overcoats and so on. Later on,

of course, I suppose one of the major things that were brought back
were radie sets, bicycles. In other words in terms of cléthiﬁg and

of somewhat possibly unnecéssary accessories to the rural Africén

homes in terms of money and the things that money can buys; in terms

of additions to the diet of elements like bread and tea and sugar;

and in all these ways the traditional life style of the Bakaonde

underwent a pregressively greater change as a result of the visits

for various perieds, of the mea from the villages to the Copperbelt

Tor work.
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T would like try to evaluate the impact of the increasing
migration of the Bakaonde into the Copperbelt on their attitude to the
value of schooling and ef the other social services offered by the

mission, particularly the medical cnes.

[_aff oQC]B I think that I have to say that I Wg—m« 1o

evidence & that the African with experience on the Copperbelt was

any mere clamourous for, or-%2§£i§§§ of;_the value of education than
the Africans who remained in the bush. I think that it might even be
established that those who remained in the rural areas were more
clamoprous for improved and extensive educatien that those who went
to the copper mines.. There may be a reason for this in that many 6f
those who went out to the 6epper mines had little in the way of |
formal education. Indeed it was very often these who could not

maks the gradg in the schools who then went off to the Copperbelt;
But once out'¥£iilthey found out, of course, that without too much‘
problem they could earn a great deal more money than some of the better
educated Africans could earn who remained in the bush as government
clerks and teachers and the higher the wagew, of coufse, the greatea
I suppose)the sense of superierity. And there.was no evidence that

I gcan think of to suggest that Africans coming back fro:,the Copper~
belt had any exalted view of the value of education nof that the&
were foremost in urging young people of the tribe to get into school.
Ner do I see any evideé?ffhat they urged their friends and relatives
in the villagef to take advantage of the mission's medical facilities,
in particular those at ﬂukinge and the lesser ones at Mutanda. One
would have thought this might be the case but it would seem to me that
the rural Africans, possibly because their need of medical help was
more pronounced - they had less prophylaétic medicines handed out to
them en a regular basis then the urban mine employees would have =

medical facilities were far less available and accessible and I am

just guessing then that for all these reasons et the fellows coming



- 27 =

back from the Copperbelt seemed to be, not teo any disastrous extent,
more brutalized in their attitude to life, more unceuth, meré insensitive
fo the sort of values that aﬁ educational system would offer and encourag
or teo the hetter health standards ~ hygiene programmes sponsared‘by
our hospitdis. They were less sensitive to the value of these things
than they were when they first wentto the Copperbelt.

I have been wondering how 1 would do things differently if I
had the chance to do this educational work in Zambia all over again.
I suppose I have te admit that I{ﬂ%ﬁidn't do anything differently
unless I, myself, could come from some totally different backgroun&
from the one that I actually came froem. I have no doubt looking back
that @y approach to African education was totally coloured by the
fact that I was born and raised in a 8till benevelently imperialiétic
Great Britain. I think that my concept of myself when I first went
to &frica as being one of the "haves' and my concept of the Africans
as being one of the "have-nets"land of course then T was what you
might call “paternalistic™, I suppose, to start with. And it was
really only sheer enjoyment ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁfrican people kﬁé&vbecame my
colleagues and friends that eventually made me what I could call
"fraternalistic'". Secondly, as a Britisher, especially as an alumnus
of one of the so~called public‘schools of Britain, namely one of the
private echools, I believel that the aim of a good education was to
train leadership. I don't think that is something that 1 anymere
regard as a priority in education and I think that my ultimate goals
then would be somewhat different if I started all over again, from
vhat they were then. | |

I think that there were some things, however, that 1l would net
change, that I would do again. I think that I would continue to
endeavour %to have within the system a healthy combination of manual

arts and academic pursuits, of practical skills with purely bookish
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&
areas of learning. Secondly, I would certainly make better effortis
rather than decreased efferts to share in depth my Christian faith and

;the principles of the Christian faith with the students and this

; Ay
would not be for any purpose of mere a22§l§§¢£§¥g one branch or

fanother of the Christian religione 3t would be out of a deep
cohviction that Africans like all other people in the world seem to
go sadly adrift without this faith. If, during these years of
Independence, all tw many Zambians have become the helpless victims
of alcoholism, it certainly is not because they heeded and followed
the sort of teaching they got in a school systém'like ours,nii is
rather because they just have not heeded it. And the blame for
_that of course is as much on ourselves as on them. I guess that we

just didn't communicate it very effectively er adequately.

/End eof Interview
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TS TAPED INTERVIEW - SEB TRANSCRIPT

1. Nelgon - more rigid fundamental - would not set foot in hls school.
Relations with Africans progressively worse. .

EMP2.SAGM hed enough orgenisation to transfer incompatible individuals
while CMML were respondible to home church. Wrk¥exEMMkxwexex
Por example, Suckling had to fly home to defend himself to Echoes
when Irish sent bad stories.

3. In 1949, secondary school issue to be held (Caldwell, Sukkling

and Letchford). Before that Brethren had no one to be manager

and for a while Peter Letchford was manager for f£mx both Chit and
Mutanda. Out of this came close relations whikak between Suckling

and Letehford and out of this ceme T.T.C. idea, to parallel

Chalimbana - possibly secondary school added. ZLoceslion: Ndola-Mufulira.
Talks with Little (not sure of name). Government encouraged them.

Sir John Laing approached by Letchford with letters from Suckling.
Harlow seen not Laing « both rich Brethren in England. Idea capsized
because Brethren wanted assurances school would achlieve Bréthren '

»% objectives. Hence stipkulated they must attend all church services,
etc. TLetchford opposed this because: {a) it would produce 'rice!
Christians, (b) on C/B some might want to be Christians bui not
Brethren, (c) t00 many restrictions on constituency to be reached.
Dropped not by lack of missionary opposition or lose of interest

by Suckling or Letchford.

4. Above relatedto Letchfords departure. Deflated his view of what
was to be accomplished at Mutanda. Education (and btullding up a school
system) brought you close to students and villagers and when you came
home you felt little hope for area until one or two Africans broke
out of mold and 'began to share Wesitern orienmtation'. Letchford

Lot money to bring a student out for school. This was opposed by
many but not Forman or Wright. But Africans were very excitked,
especially Kapijimpanga. (Beyala Murray Pandwe- now in Lusaka
with{?) Keith Donald at AEF.) By now Letchford and others divided
over ed'l expansion, and also over clothing w in which he wanted

a get uniform and African learn to dress. Others wanted ad hoc
uniforms that had been in practice before. Indluded wearing of
shoes. Some felt this would ruin the chance of village evangelists
and felt girongly about this and Letehford's attitude would lead
to'little materials’(Materialists?). |

5, He took over the Canadian position in SAGM which We was offered
and was interested in.

6. Dr J. Kirkwood Achiume - now in Canada - from Lundazi but settled
in Solwezi and attended Mutands before Munali. :
Others who went overseas for training were:
" Tom Kaseba,no w possibly at Chililabombwe
Taban Kaseba - Katakwe (Erade Union).



Additional materials resulting from the interview
Rev. Peter Letchford

Interviewed on 21st November 1975
in Loudonville (Albany), New York, USA

¢ Rev. Letchford at the interview made available
some very interesting correspondence and other
materials regarding his work in Northern Rhodesia
in the 1940s. This follows along the our own
correspondence.

¢ 20 items of correspondence both preceded and
followed this interview; these spanned almost 10
years from 7/1975 to 1/1984. Several items from
Rev. Letchford give additional insight into
education in the NWP in post World War Il period.

General note on all interviews and interviewees: These cover sheets were created from old notes 25 years ago. They contain key
manuscript infermation in each interviewee’s file. Often there is a short chronology of the interviewee’s life written at the time of the
interview. Most interviewees by this time (2006) are deceased; hence the huge potential value of this old interview. All interviews
focused on education in the North West Province of Zambia mainly in the period from World War II until the 1970s. They often
contain information on other topics that in some way related to education. All interviewees were in some way leaders of their own
community or missionaries who had spent much of their life in the N.W.P Most interview transcripts contain rectangular boxes for,
or with, 5 numbers. These were used to code key data for research and writing in this pre-computer era. These codes are now
meaningless for me and for any one else. Unless noted otherwise, these interviewees can be used by scholars without restrictions.
7/15/2006



) 61-15 98th St., #4E -
Rego Park, New York 11374

9 January 984 - - -

Mr, Peter Letchford,
Hildenborough Hall,
Otiord Hills, Sevenoaks,
Kent, U.K. TNI15 6XL

Dear Peter,

Thank you for your letter several months ago. I am pleased to tell you that
on Christmas Eve I received "xerograph" copies of my dissertation for you
and for other interviewees who responded to my letter last July.

Within the next week, I shall get these copies into the post using parce! post
surface mail, The post office tells me that the copies to Britain should
arrive by mid-February and the copies to Zambia should arrive in late April
or May. From experience, however, I suspect that those to the former may
take until the end of February and those to Zambia until the end of June.
Should you not get your copy by my latter estimate, please let me know.

Along with each copy, I shall enclose a note. I shall also enclose forms
instructing everybody how to get additional copies, if desired. American
and Canadian dissertations (except for those from a tiny handful of
universities) have really become a new type of book as you shall see--one of
the many new by-products of the modern age!

I hope that you have a wonderful New Year, with good health and much
happiness.

VYery sincerely,

P. David Wilkin
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61-15 98th St., #4E
Rego Park, New York 11374
9 January 1984

Mr. Peter Letchford,
Hildenborough Hall,
Otford Hills, Sevenoaks,
Kent, ULK. TNi5 6XL

Dear Peter,

Herewith the copy of my dissertation that I promised you. I hope that you
received my airmail letter, also written on 9 January 1984, informing you
that it was coming. As very few studies cover the present-day entity called
the NWP, the dissertation may have some future significance.

Please start by reading the Preface very carefully.

Note my general acknowledgement to all interviewees in the Preface and
my specific acknowledgements in the bibliography. Note also that I make at
least one -~ and generally many more -- references to each interview. As
there is no index, you must carefully read or survey the whole dissertation,
including the footnotes, to find specific references to our interview.

As with all other readers, I invite you to write me with your comments. For
at least the remainder of this year, use the address given at the top of this
page. Thereafter, as indicated in the Preface, write to me in care of my
brother.

If you do write to me with your comments, both positive and negative, I will
certainly reply. If you also desire, I will give you a summary of American
scholars remarks about this work. 1 suspect that those remarks will be
different from, and often less astute than, those from you interviewees for
whom this topic has a personal meaning.

1 hope you are well and having a good year. As of the date of this letter, I
am well and moving into a new business career. For the time being, I have
placed both life in Africa and in the university world behind me.
Nonetheless, I still hope to do some writing in the next year or so. Thus
after you read the work, I will indeed value your comments very much.

Very sincerely,

P. David Wilkin



Otford Hllls SEVENOAKS Kent TN15 6XL

Telephone Office Sevenocaks (0732).61030
: : ‘Guests and staff Sevenoaks {0732) 61548/9
My P David Wilkin

PO Box 175

‘Rego Park, New York 11374 o R

Usa . . - 27 July 1983

beaf David-.

Congratulatlons on the acceptance of your PhD the51s. Tt is
most kind of you to offer to send me a copy, which of course I
would 1like to have. To save expense, kindly address it to me
'c/o Robert J Baldes, 74 Hackett Avenue, Albany, New York 12205,
and I will pick 41t up on one of my Talrly frequent visits there.
It would be helpful if vou could mark the package "Do not forward.
Hold unt11 arrival o :

I know of no reason why bona fide scholars. should not read the'
work As far as L remember, nobhlng I said to you was 11belous or
sedltious' .

‘Now that you have obtained a Eegre% what is. your next step? Will
you be going back to work with the Univer51ty of Zamb1a° )

Yours 51ncerely

Peter | etehfbrd

_ePL[#MAej.-“
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T iy,

Evangelistic Trust Ltd

Hildenborough Hall Otford Hills SEVENOAKS Kent TN15 6XL

Telephone: Office, Sevenoaks (0732) 61030
Guests and staff, Sevenoaks (0732) 6 1548/9

22nd Anril 1982

1
1

Dear David,

Thar' you for vour card. T was sorry to hear of your wife's illness
and trust that she is now feeling well again. I drove right through Rego
Park the week before last, and if T had known you were 1 could have given
you a call. T had a husy weekend with congregations of Chinese Christians
in New York City and neighboriang Mew Jersey. They are simply marvelous
neople, and my daughter and T had Chinese food coming out of ears hy the
time we lteft - though that was not the purpose for which we wenr rhere!

You will deserve your degree by the time vou get it. 1 finished my
comprehensives nearly %40 vears ago, and still have not submitted the

fuesis, S0 De warnedd

Yours sincerely,

e

o

Tater. Letchiornd

. Maurice A. P. Wood, DSC, MA, Bishop of Norwlch

Hildepbuorough Evangelistic Trust Lid. (A Company limited by guarantce) UK Regd. No. 52375 1. PRESIDENT: The Ri. Rev
GENERAL DIRECTOR: Peter Letchford. MA. B.Mus.

CHAIRMAN OF THE TRUST: Dougias W. Malpas, BA, FCA.
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o - HILDENBOROUGH HALL
s REGISTERED OFFICE:
OTFORD HILLS - SEVENDAKS - KENT TS BXL

OFFICE: SEVENOAKS (0732} 61030
GUESTS AND STAFF: SEVENOAKS (0732) 61548/9 10 July 1981

Dear David

In answer to your letter, to the best of my recollection my staff was as
follows (in addition to John Wright): :

1944-6 Peter Kajoba (now Chief Mumena), trained at Chitokoloki

Isaiah Kanyense (Lambé_from Musaka's area), trained é.t _Chalimbané
1946~9 Tito Kibolya {(Lamba), trained under Maxwell Rbbertson at Chalimbana
. Aaron Ngalande, final traihing at Munali, T believe.’
Carpenter Kafumukache, either Chitokoloki or Chalimbana
Levi Nyemvuka, gave training in carpentry {(Chitokolocki)
. Finar Fossum (Norwegian) agricultﬁre
Notilika Kasonso, gave training in tailoring {untrained)
1951~2 Boatman Kafumukache, Chalimbana
Zebulon Yengwe, Cﬁalimbana

If we were still in the States, I could consult my records, photo albums, etc.
As it is, I can only rely on memory.

. I am just back from two weeks in Israel. The Israelis have largely given up
Ry belief in a Messiah, but are keeping a helicopter handy to fly him in, in case
: he fools them and shows up anyway.

WarmAregards

Petér Létchford
General Director

PL/BMA

HILDENBOROUGH EVANGELISTIC TRUST LTD (A Company limited by guarantee) UK REGD. No. 523751

PRESIDENT: The Rt. Rev. Maurice A.P. Wood DSC, MA, Bishop of Norwich; YICE PRESIDENTS: The Rev. Eric J. Alexander MA, BD, The Rev. H.A.G.
Belben MA, B0, The Rev. Geoffrey R. King, F.N. Martin FCA, Jean A. Rees; CHAIRMAN OF THE TRUST: Douglas W. Malpas BA, FCA;

Coid reply 2 #q 67
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0?2 : rldg;t Cirele, u
yeacuie, New York (3207
Th oy 68

Dear Teter,

I Bu ores Ew't-l,j in ¢th with oy wife ond ko
for a fortnight's trip ¢ vewztun, Aol BunoTTUWe
Syveouse, 1L sent you sr;si:i@ cow wher shoets with vub:
dégertstion., 1kis letber wes to be somt at the ;saz‘c, 'E:u;;@.

Por the aut i‘ew penths I nove been wriing Julltinc.
The first 250 oy e,a {thres choptews) wore rusulueu in lote warch
and since then I b e boen 7o cwsreking my thegks and lomnling &
writin~ schedule uhri"u will h. né‘m‘\illj enable me to finigh bJ
Dhristmas or chowily thewesfter. 1 +111 hove to Go eonsiderable
re-writing nnd re-orgenizing ol Ly Ccagent noteriel but I feelthatl
I now know cleorly vhere T @ going, -

A 1ittle expk natlion :Ls eeessary about e material sent
yeatex‘dﬁg. Thig was extorehs of uy pecrnd and third chavters.
The maris that describe the ;:;LCI_; m* srethren Bis alonexies wvere
included and some material on Crttokoloki smd Hckling amd the
first dazys of Chigelela =nd .é.lul&:u'ba. Thege fraguaents ave belng
suueriged ;Jlﬁ ro-written this sumuer, but I shouk very wuek like
your cozents with rogards to tug .'wts DBe Ly 2T F being foir
to il is:smr::m::s in genoral? o,y G0 "*,;u hove aeventhe s]jg}rbest
doubis oxr cueries about L.nj cencral or gpocific statements oY

I 3631 like to ue,scxﬂ be more

genedalizk,ti ng 2 de? I u;u}_w_, iy oo
geeurately than ast wrlly tors how the ulssion:
whet the gulding hilesoshlus wwe You z;ay
but nee your lnotinet Lo “cd pa oyour own B ‘f’wce.

T <.

A8 I G fweding my watesiel ilate the ualve City s coil wter
ang am dolay Text edis v.?.ﬂb G we sing, whes I heve sent nay
luok “Faney! butv 1t ,‘Q, W“J, o Fivst dralv ord oy syﬂt'\:x is

mught, ate, dith this et oGy I {,\-‘ o sliy ve-wnite any o M
wueh easier in fact than vthis tyuiz snd s oodher, Theoe cumuu'ter

shcets will give you plenty of r:m.; ..o'ﬁ © riicnta. 1f you wish to
aske co:uuents on stylx,, etCe, thot iz Iine, but .y Laln concein at
sresgnt is ny attitule,es indic ted above. {,I a1 also sending ‘cheae
shoets to Alox and Harjorie Nicbet in Scotlond vy ithelr opinions, )
Meke strong comuents 4g nccewsary; we arc ueed to the worst of
criticisms in ceainars: Also feel free to rob oninions from any
other w~craon{s) nerrby, Bul do not let anyone rake amy king of
eony fron trese shreds,e I & mot went suyt Yhing te ot bock to
Fambia yet. “his will couwe leteres

”:ﬁ'ze e iz no hury. I hive delayed so 19‘11;_, end it is 2
rothen time to send irviends such maboriel onl aple Loxr Jivorsi
Gorgeo s spring we: ?her is wien wm :311 m_rzt tu 4o our thinge
Dut when you can {g«.,”i: grate v u el L ioady valuss "'mu_ coAnionge

I intended to send you 2 chotue Por i coun s DR oshoge but
I Zorgot sy chuquebock in Sy -egusc 80 i will do o h:?_a whan 1
waturn to regume wrlting at tie wnd of Bhis mnnthe

T am 2till trying to kuep in touch. Trey cre hevind serious
g finger?.

roblens, it as we algo sre hoving the smie, who ca coint
tlong you and your family have regettled over Thore oka .

Very & incerely



]
1

P, Aox 4%,
UY"‘Olwezlq Zanbla
29 March 1976

tag

“ev. lYeter Letchford

Laddcnville Community Cnurch - - ..
w74 Loddanvioad

Leadeaville, Lew Yorx 12zLl - o o

Dear feter,

ihanks for your letter datsd 3ist Jecerher,
it jJust zigsed we ond was Turwarded here. about
tne sace day I send you a copy of the digsertation
hy Rogsdels. o onope thwt LY regched youa sulely.,
alth recard Lo the ccoy of weeks, I found an@ther
copy of 1t at the w#ritish l.aseum s¢ &ll was egslily
scerted out. : ‘

After lesvips dueriecs ! arent mcst ot the
month nf Janusry in Inrland and Sectlznd snd anend
time with ths S‘q?ctn snd Nisg Foreman, Hod &
must fasecinatine $iqg with 2ll. Then sTter workinge
in the =British Vuceunt & Tew Jaya, T stenl the
remaindsr «f the tizme irv yivBledon. ®r, Yotterdell
and hig staf? were all verv helnful &and T oot
muech asefal materiszl for the neriod of 1GLO - 1934,
50 I hope, when T sit dcoun and nut it #ll torethor,
te have a much better plettre of S5.a.G.0:. and
elucatinn then ; btave hzd hefore, FHe alaso hed
soue interesting publicsticns (0ld) from 3.4.G.0.
Ehat | doubt exist elmevhere sc J wasg «lid to have
a chance to looi throush them,

- . 8till have nct written to Jim wallam hut
hove to scon, He had heen through London scoe
time before myself and had chatted with [ike
sartburton and e, Totterdell., Mike,at the new
affice has lota of very cid mater;al from $5,.7,
and lotsg of rscent atuff but ncthing of int rest
on Zambla in the nre-independence dava,

Yow I am at my heome in Sclwezl, #nd glad
to be here, mind you. ¥,Y.C, wag bilg and ncilsy,
Lotidcn tiriung, snd Lusaks disturbing. Unfortunately
I arrived in the latter Just as trouble was ccuming .
to & final head. The university and sovernment
had clashed cver pclicy: towards MPLA and 4nrola
and Jjust after I returned the maln camnus wae
forcibtly closed and & lecturers and 17 students
detnined., The cnly Ddrtq remalining cpen vere the
dehrel of “daesticn snd our Centre for Contlnulng
TAducaticn which are loeated on the much smallier
Aldveway Csmpus. Like it or not, one cannct help
but emoticnally, at least, get involved und if
nothéng elae heeome fearfol of ones cwn safety.
‘jence, wnile st ll gomewhat weorrled aboult Lue
aniversity and one's cun nclfare, { would rather
e here than in uquKd. 30lwezl, under the new
svstem of gupulies Aistr i hution cetd higle #oods
ag much a3 the big elitles which I tnink is
garvelsus = coth for my cwn selfish nesds und
because it is +ir to the pecoule i ~eneral.
Alen we have ouR own dalry =g [ way oove tolad
you,. 30 all ds well.




T have not branscribed the tape yet but hope
tc soon. Awm really grateful for the time you tock
with me despite your busy schedule. Also, for
the kind hespitality of your wife and family.

#y warnegt greetings to them all, 7

€

[

. . Very sincerely,
S

David Jillkig

bt
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'P.0. Box 193 v
" ok ork 13210 .
30th June 1987 - e

__ Dear Peter, _ _ _
Please excuse the "computer® letter. I én.doigg . Some  wugrk
on ay thesis and t{plng this letter on ay terminal 1s easier

Eriting it oun 4h1_hand_nrgexgn_331ng‘ihe_tgpgﬁx1:g1. ‘

aang thanks for your guick regly'tb ny letter:in+ea:ly  HGI;‘ R
It was awaiting @y refurn at he end Of the month. “Probably

- rugged wilderness of . Newfoundlandf A good holiday can
really relax one. S : R

less to _say, I am pleased that id ; hink T _was
anfair in my hindling of the missioh. I shall send you more
material later on in the year. As I nay have - told "you, I
hope to finish by Christmas, or at the latest, by spring of
Re) ear. ‘ _

i1f friends from Zambia or interested in Zambia wvisit_ you,.

please feel free to have them read the material I've alread
__gent;aaﬂwexgn_sendTmek;helxﬁlmgne551gns]1f they desire. X

is oglz the duplication of that material and its filteriag ,
- back into Zaambia at this time that T do not want. I hope
that ‘you will find the eventual end produce of interest.

S L'} . - :

I do have one small favour, But if it is too much don*t
."¥orry and EBSt ignore 1it. I have recently re-read the .

-transcript of our interview and I don't think I asked you to

' YO a whe: re t) R
- etc. Also the years they vere with Iou_ if you remeaber . ~ -
thea.  Which were especially asefu i1n  yodr scheme.for- !
‘inproving education? I aa referring to both your expatriate - R
—“Qﬁg—uifrlca“ staff. . I have some of this nformation from -~ - -
overnzent sources but it is not very complete. If you can .
o this just write it out, use a tage-reco;der. etc.” T will - oo
khe.geferrxng tg_ygn personally in he last Chapter-;so I Lo
: ipform ‘ i LS

: st 3
can sent this, I shall be gratefui and put the 1information
to good use. If not, doa't worry about it. S

_ I hope that you and your family have a good sumper. -

My best regards,
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The Lomdonnille Community (‘lhurrh

" 374 LOUDON ROAD

PETER LETCHFCRD LOUDONVILLE, NEW YORK
LLOYD P. JONAS 12211
ROBERT W. MELLQ
MINISTERS

January &4, 1978

Mr. P. David Wilkin

The University of Zambia

Centre for Continuing Education
P.O. Box 43

Solwezi, Zambia

Africa

Dear David,

Thank you so much for the transcript of the taped interview.
It brings back pleasant memories of your visit. I am returning
it herewith with corrections and minor rewordings. Rather than
keep a copy of this, T will wait for a copy of your dissertation
in its final form.

I made contact with the AEF office in New Jersey, and they
express great regret at their inaction over your request for
Bailey's book. They assure me that it is now on its way to you.

My wife and I have still not given up hope of visiting
Zambia. My father is due to go into a nursing home as soon as
a bed is available and this will hopefully free us for travels
of this sort.

Sincerely ygurs,

L.s
Enc.



WX AARAZK K AL E KA KKK LR KKK

6375 CENTRL FOR CONTINUING «DUCATION,
XXRAK P.0. BOX 43, e
SOLWEZI . ARAXAR
297/iDW/PRUF 9th November 1977

Kev, iteter Letchford,

Loudonville Community Church,

374 Loudon Road,

Loudonville, New York 12211 *

Dear Yeter,

I fear that my slowness in transcribing the taped interview with
you on 218t Ngvember 1975 is almost ridiculous! It should reach you
about two years after the interview. I tramscribed it only a month
ago and then had my secretary type it. 4 few days ago I re-read it .nd
corrected on the typescript a few words that I had not heard clearly
before plus tyring errors. I am enclosing the original copy of the
typescript and am retaining two carbon copies here. If you want another
to make extensive changes on please let me know. I never consider an
interview as "finished", as many people often have thought of, or think of
a& .they: re-read the tape, some changes that they desire ~ additions
corrections, etc. I have tried to quote you as exactly as possible but
the wrong emphasis to an idea may have been given etc. Ilence I should
be grateful if you could send me a note about your reactions to the
transcript.

in hay 1976 1 wrote a long letter to Jim Kallam, but to my surprice
pever even received an answer. I guess I was surprised in light of vhat
you and like Warburton had told me about him and his research. Then this
year I wrote ip.F Headquarters in Glen Ridge, New Jersey about the following
book that I had seen at .iF Headquarters in Wimbledom and said thot I
would like to acquire a copy of it. Likewise, I did not get a reply.
I'm a bit puzzled. If you could advise me, I'd be grateful. The book
is Rev. AW, Balley's Commission and Conquest in South /ifrica: in
Autobiographical #fccount of iioneer Work in Angola {edited by his wife,
Metha D, Bailey and duplicated, with spiral binding Newark, lew Jersey
in 196f). Having a copy would be most useful and certainly some nust
5till be available. iny suggestions appreciated.

I hope that you and your family are well., Solwezi is a guiet, bLut
steadily growing town. With the new paved road, lutanda is just minuten
away. Times de change. Kansanshi ﬁinefbeCOming an open pit mine and
the old hill is slowly disappearing and will soon be a big hole instead

. of a Hill. -

lLooking forward to hearing from you when possible.

Very sincerely,

Fo David Wilkin



C’Ihr Lodoneille Tommunity Chureh

‘374 LOUDON ROAD -

PETER LETCHFORb LOUDONVILLE, NEW YORK
LLOYD P. JONAS 12211
ROBERT W. MELLO

MINISTERS

December 31, 1975

Mr. David Wilkins,
55-25 98th Street, Apt. 2H,
Corona, New York 11368

Dear David:

I hope this will get to you before you leave.
It brings best wishes for your trip back to Zambia.
I hope we may see you out there sometime.

This copy I have of Weeks' book is pretty
ancient, and I think I will not have it photocopied
unless you fail to find a copy in the U.K. You can
let me know.

With warm regards from us all,

Sincgrely yours,
(&L

PL:MM Peter Letchford

ap/3/7¢
Dane fobr, ot et e

Ve Jedhe of 3+ Dee



55-25  95th Street, Apt 2H
Corona, iew York 11368
- 1%th Jecenber 1975 -

Heaxr Teter,

Thonx for your card received a week ago. 1 am glad that

you hove found a cony of . 3pencer Walton by ‘Weeks., I will not
have tiie to leave the city again so is 1t possible that you
could get the book, assuning the cover is not broken, photbtocopied
entively Lfor me or send it %o me and I will chotecopy it here -
only 5¢ 2 poge ot Lnion now - and return it to you foxthwith.
I shall have to vrite to Jim sallam from Youbia ag I ddantt

avg g car wor the tite to go out. I won't lesve until lew Year's
Lveﬁ%ﬁe amount I have to do is velwminous. I you don't think

the book's binding is good enough for vhotocoping dorn't worry as

I will doubitless Iind it in the U.H. and have i% photocopied there,
(It is ju.t ore exnensive now!) Have reeceived the _ioneer weapers back
safely. You didn't have to go to sb rueh itrouble vocking tiem, howeverg

since leoving you I have had a nost intercsting visit - a week

actually & in u,;lﬂg u e ob u.nLug. Headovarters. GWhey had a

lot oi intureiing cissionery waveriel. Also oy viaii with John

dagsdale atb eulﬂ"gn Gcljuge in Allentown,. cnugyl¥ania wes nost
enJqubhé. He pave me lots of uuc;ml aivice with rezerd Go my
thesis and like yourself has kent ur lote of contacts with the
exmbian weople he had C]O”C contrets with and hau hel ed some
coste out o do terching rnd Bheologilcel work. 1 LRove sent fox
anogther covwy of his uisscﬁatlon at University bdcerofilms and will
send you thig cowy &8 socon as 1t arrives. Honefulily in the next
week.,

“ith regexrd to the two rhotogra hs of vour nother-in-laww

and fai%gr-in—lﬁw, the eituction is os follows Lhw Iibrarian
at the sicnsyy degcoreh INibrary ot Lnio =¢C£10’3C“i

they havu 0 fesglitics for o rashs from Mo

magarzines; r LG hipve Tir oac wrhia g

would o oy wouds ve bo withorew tho

use Jor o sVqul Voeeks oo goswingly &xey 1Y

Ee was obviocusly not keen, i : tm1nﬂ iz for you to

note the isgucs ond whan you coue dotm $0 Le¥eC during the

week coue ond photograch them s jou“"elf. I o not hiove a woriding

canera with i now and will only get one ig custon~free vlace

when l=oving., with a good camera and a flagh vou can ¢~sily

take a photogrﬂph ol tbe nletuses in the 11brary itsclf,

The detrils cre: yow fother-in-lew appears in Vol 27(1514), ﬁ.81
your nother~in-law arpcars in Vol29{191¢), n.79.

i ¥now you oxe coabﬁlch busy with CluﬂCh cetivities ot
thig tiue of the year, but ho'e you mnd your Janily have a very
Merry Christiics ond hap;y tlew Yewmr. when L ogot heol: to sanbia

I will cend you a long letter telliag you chout the Ul ey ClC,

Aui Looking Lomw1r0 to neeting the werburtons amein and 17 possible
Lidss Foxmian,.

Very sincerely,
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55225 9Gth St., Apt. 28
Corona, New York 11368

SR LS AT
O A T A 0.0
SOTXECK

14th Ilovember 1975

Decy ev, Letchinped,

T weg vlersed to be able to get in bouch with you over the
telenbone vestevday., Since then I have made reservations to
visit Albeany as follows: I will arrive and depart via Allegany
Mrlines, I will Lcave Syrocuse =t 5:10 on #riday, 21st Hovember
and arrive in Albany at 10:05 A,H.(AL280). I 2ove then booked
a roturn from Albany back to HYC as followss: saturday, 22nd Kovember
T will leave Adhany ot 12:30 L.i. on fligd AID522, Ju b to
make sure thet it remains all right to visit as Indicoted above,
I shall eall vou cither on the evening before or vewy carly Friday
morning before boa ding the aireraft, (It would be too difficult
since I will “¢ in Syracuse for us to write, cotec., before 1
comc upstate.)

Below are some cuenticns thet I would like to discuss with
TOW. oOie ore najor and some ninory several vagiie; othors may
not be arvlicablezas I have still core thinking shout Uhese
before 1 orrive. oo don'h owwy #oout any; ignore any you desirel
ol ediy wie Lizet is the key one, og L have alrendy indicated
on the telephone beecrmse tre written documentation is so méager,
(1) Any reminiscences of Chitokoloki, ouclling cndé the relation-
ship, in education, belween your work ond his,
(2} Sducetional situation, in gseoneral, in what is now the
Ti.he Trov. when you arrvived; situation when you left.
(3) Brpe of cduc~tion offered BY itebsGele when you srrived
snd changes the-t you instituted., (Including relationship
with Idise Formen end her work with girls at lukinge, etc.)
{#) Chenges the church caused amongst traditional Lgonde
society and customs by your time - enphasis on formal end
non-forasd cducstion,
(%) African reactions in ihe haonde areas, at your tiue
gand Defore) 103 (2) e lelere visslonory work (esp. cdueniional),
{b) Iuropcen Govermient oiricisls, {c¢) town and mining life -
those who had nigrated to work tennmorarily im o.45F. or ftie
Conservelt,
(G} aducotional matters end sitvation in the ... Jrovince in
relobion G0 2... 28 o whole, esnocially:
(a) uduertional policy in mission of i, .. ‘7rov, in relation
to missions elpewicre, esp. wissionoxy counclly
(b) .. e Yrov, miscions end governnent.

fgain, don't worry over emy of the cuestlouns cbove as I
hope I can rephrase some bebtier by the time I co® up. Also,
I should be grateful for any other topics you feel relevant to
+he hiatare Af ednention in Fhe Prawim el




RED VIS CENCAOE SO EI 5001
KCEICOTR T e o
’ e 55-25  93th Strect, Apts 2 I

COTONA, P Yoo 11368

18/8/15

sear dev, Lutehiord,

T wao pleuoned to roach 1i.Y.(0. a few days ago ~nd find
rerlicos bo ny letters from you and also ldke Hoervurton oand
Tetin Forman. I have noted your schedule corefully when
you will be awayy ‘robably before 1 meet you, it would
be Dbest Tor me to finish the reseaxch I am rrecently doing,
reaiing through 211 availeble isgues of the lioneer back
to Sailey's days., T will then have a cleoyer position of
Lo ieTe historically in the il.u. irovince in a fairly
systematic and chronolplcal zonner. T risht slso have interesting
photoce i:d cxtracis you would like to see. ﬁlso, T will
have had time to think of wrostions that would be us :aful o
nok you and give you time to think over youlr responces.
A oAl . oond GuiWTe oo yvou well know controlled educotion
cre or leco comlebely fTor uiost of the entire pre~independence
poriod, [ Teel this is imnowtent,

Lopefully, I will ewémplete this work by mid- September
go I will write to you in that period and see if we can set
up a mitually satisfactory time for my coming up your dircction.
(T will probably be hedding uy to Csyracuse in that time as well,)
Thanks Tor your cuick ond most intercsting letter thatt

wes avoiting me, 411 the best. 1 look forwerd to chatting with you.

vg@y sincere

o1y
7
uﬂfﬁf¢?~5jﬂééfﬁ%/ P




The Lowdonville Community Church

374 LOUDON ROAD

PETER LETCHFORD LOUDONVILLE, NEW YORK

LLOYD P. JONAS 12211
ROBERT W. MELLO
MINISTERS

August 4, 1975

Mr, David Wilkin,
55-25 98th Street,
Corona, New York 11368

Dear Mr. Wilkin:

Thank you so much for your letter mailed just before
you left Zambia. Yes, indeed, I have heard your name from
various friends in the Solwezi area over the years, 1 am
most delighted to hear that you are going to be in Syracuse
for the next six months and for the opportunity that this
will give us to meet and talk.

The best thing, I suppose, will be for you to let
me know when you will be passing through this area, and
I will then do my best to free some time for our discus-
sion, During the month of August, my family and I will
be away a good deal, though not continuously through the
whole month, I will also be away the weekend of September
12 to 14, and will be fairly fully occupied here the whole
week of October 19 through 26, I will also be away
November 15 to 19, Apart from these dates, it should be
reasonably simple to arrange a get together. We would of
course want you to stay with us in our home while you are
here, I have often thought how many things I would do
differently if there were any way of my repeating my work
at Mutanda while retaining the experience I gained during my
years there, We were all so grotesquely, albeit benignly,
English back in those days, and the summum bonum for any
African was, in our view, to turn him into a black Englishman,
One of my closest African associates, a young man from one
of the Lamba villages northeast of Solwezi, who later worked
with me both in England and Canada, actually took out British
citizenship at my suggestion, I need hardly say he hurriedly
took steps to recover his Zambian citizenship after indepen-
dence came, Not that he surrendered anything by taking out
British citizenship =- in the old Northern Rhodesia Africans
were British Protected Persons, and had nothing that could
be defined as citizenship.




Mr. David Wilkin
August 4, 1975
Page 2

Please let me hear from you, I will be greatly looking
forward to seeing you.

Sincerely

Peter Le

PL:MM



Uille Laue,
Lowdeville, MY 1221/

o , BRI TR IR A
KAXXHANXXXAX CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION.  XXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX
) 218t July, 1975.

Dear Mr. Letchford,

Mike Warburton very kindly located your address for me before he
left for England. FPFosasibly you may have heard about me through your
cld Missionary friends., I have been in the North~Western Frovince in
education off-snd-on for twelve years first as & tencher in 1963=5 at
Selwezi Secondary School under Afex Nigbet vhere I alaoc got well acquaint
with the Warburtons. Then later as the firet Head Master at Zambegi
Secondary Sohool and now starting this January as the first UNZA Lecturer
in charge of the new Extra-Mural progranme in the Northe-Western Frovince.

inyway, whether or not you have heard sbout me, 1 have heard a lot

sbout you and read carefully through most of the School records you wWrote
at Mutanda government records; etc., that still exist. I even read your
last newsletter last year that you sent to the preasent Head Teacher at
rutanda, Mr. Luwele I So I feel as if I know you already! In my
ipterviews with many people in Solwezi and Lusaka in government positions
otc., 1 discovered many were your old students. More important, I have

. been smazed at their flatteing comments about the Mutanda school and

' yourselﬂf) despite less than flatering comments about some others.
Cbviously, I should like to meet you very much if you could spare a few
hours and chat with you about your remembrances, etc.

what I have evolved into, now that I am back in the NortheWestern
Frovince with UNZA and with time for research, is working on & history o
educaticn in this area from pre-European days {traditional forms of educs
up to education in ﬁbat independent Zambias. The changes both in typesa,
 structure and effect on soclaty are, needless~to-say, fascinating.

The University has generously given me six months study leave, and 1
plan to spend much of it in N.¥.C. and Syracuse, New York, where most of
sy friends are. I will thus probably pass several times through the grea
that I em told you live in. Thus, if you would not object to my coming b
briefly, I should really like to meet you in pereon and discucs Zaswbia an
liorthedestern in the past, and if you like, the present! ( I have just
mede two detailed journeys through the North-Western Frovince.)

My addreee from 1st August (until almost the end of the year) will b

David Wilkin,
55m25 9&th Street,
Corona, New York 1136&.

Very sincerely,

David Wilkine




