Cover sheet for an interview conducted in Zambia:

Alex and Margery Nisbet: (Notes only)
10-11" January 1976 and 1%-2™ April 1978
at their home in Scotland

« No biographical sketch was made.

e These interviews. During these visits to Scotland, the
Nisbets kindly put me up in their home. During each
visit, we had many small chats and unstructured
interviews about their many years in Zambia.

o Background to the Interview. Alex Nisbet was the
Headmaster of Solwezi Secondary School in Zambia
when | arrived as a young Fulbright teacher in 1963.
Margery worked for the provincial administration at this
time.

e The Nisbets had arrived at Chitokoloki in 1950 and
expanded it as a major center of education under
George Suckling. Then in the early 1960s, they left their
mission work at Chitokoloki and came to Solwezi
Secondary School, which Alex (as Headmaster) spent
much time developing.

o | left Solwezi Secondary School to open Balovale
Secondary in January 1965. Some time later, Alex
would later open David Kaunda Secondary School in
Lusaka for the government. He played a major role in
developing modern secondary school education in
Zambia.

General note on all interviews and interviewees: These cover sheets were created from old notes 25 years ago. They contain key
manusctipt information in each interviewee’s file. Often there is a short chronology of the interviewee’s life written at the time of the
interview. Most interviewees by this time (2006) are deceased; hence the huge potential value of this old interview, All interviews
focused on education in the North West Province of Zambia mainly in the period from World War II urtil the 1970s. They ofien
contain information on other topics that in some way related to education. All interviewees were in some way leaders of their own
community or missionaries who had spent much of their life in the N.W.P Most interview transcripts contain rectangular boxes for,
or with, 5 numbers. These were used to code key data for research and writing in this pre-computer era. These codes are now
meaningless for me and for any one else. Unless noted otherwise, these interviewees can be used by scholars without restrictions.
8/8/2006



MR. ARD MRS. ALEX NIBBET: INTERVIEW, 10th-11th January 1976

(Inteyviewed in their home in Scotlend, not taped, but informal
questions end answers. Mrs. Nighet's informsl commenis at the

end are also important, and confidential.)

(1) Background of missionary work. Mr Nisbet had worked for

some time in the U.K. afier they were married, but both hsad
agreed before marriage to go to mission field. They arrived
at Chit in October 1950 and were there until December 1957
before ggtting leave, They then went to relieve Beattie in
Lusska in 1958-9 for 18 months and then briefly at Chit again
in 1959 bvefore coming to Solwezi, |
(2) T.T.C. started because evangelists needed more training.
Victor Reed started formal T.T.C. just pre- pr post— WWIT,
T.TaC. to tain *'T5' teachers, up to Standard IV. Suckling
had influenced Reed to come. Reed later went to Kenya to teach
after his wife died, about 1948. He was probably the first,
trained, full-time educationalist at Chit. They think that
he hag written several books -~ check this.

(3)¥When Nigbet arrived Mrs Mawhinney had been working in the T.T.
under Suckling. After his-death, a big change in education

structure. In collaboration with government the changes took
place —~ Rbbertson of Jemnnes came to Chit for Suckling
'memorial service and planned the future. It was plannedto

give outschools {about 30) te¢ L.E.A.s, which were just being
formed at that time. Nisgbet preme® precided at diassolution of
that part of mission work to coﬁcentrate on T.T.C. which also
meant maintaining the upper primary and primary and girls bommd
-ing unit at Chit. Was converted into a part of T.T. unit which
was upgraded and impraved.'.

Outschools —- some went to St IT snd some went to St IV with
weekly boarders.

By then 'T5' disappeared and worked with 'T4s' and recruite—
ment was with whole N.W.P. In other words teachers for S.A.G.M.
and C.M.M.L. (N.W.) and even Swedish Baptists. Robertson was
very helpful in this re-organisation and arranged for Nisgbet to
vigit Chalimbana (1952) for a week. Samuel Mbilishi was thé Jeanne
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teacher « gpupervisor -~ from before Nigbet arrived until after
Niebet left. John Mwondela was als¢c a Jeannes teascher -
trained at Chalimbane and then Edinburgh. One of first to go .
overseas, about 1945 and 1949, Mr Nisgbet met him in Scotland

before coming to Africa.

(4iwhat was happening at this time was plans for attempting to reduce

small T.T.C.s and for larger institutions. Christlan Couneil
tuilt Livingstone. Catholics at Cherles Lwanga. Govt started
& second at Kitwe T.T.C. begides Chalimbanm. This was to work
at T1 and T2.

Thus, by 1957 the need for Chit ss a separate T.T.C. unit
had fulfilled its purpose and N.W.P. had at that tiie reached
gaturation point for that level of teachers. (Two year course
at Chit for maximum of 25 students per year.) So Chit was
producing 25 teachers a year. For the years of operation
(I.E., 1952-7) Nisbet was principal. Other staff: Nr Wamwane
Mayindi (he was then & 'T2' equi%alent) who taught maths

+

and something elss; Mr Nigbet did History of Education and Science,
Mrs Mawhinney did English. Mr Nisbet was also Manager of Schools
at Chit; Mrs Maﬁhinney took over in 1957. By 1957 inteke reduced
and more-or-less 'worked out' by 1959, By then the new T.T.C.s
were opening and beginning but they were tsking basically men

bzslicaly geared towards jr sec¢ sch leavers and not so much

- primary.
(5) Continuity and aborted secondary school

Brethren localized migsion policy (not centraliged)

IRV s e as TR,
EPS—ET LR

led to a problem of continuitx and govt was always anxious
for assurances of continuing when a project, e.g. a school
was opened. This issue came up especially with regard to a
.new sec sch. Govt didn't always do much better themselves.
‘They were concerned because they had not ewntrol over mission

5staff1ng.

Secondary school idea wes more=~or—less shelved because of

istaff, death of Mr Suckling ~ Nigbet had to sssume his ed'l duties

i"am'l Letchford's leaving. Sir John Lang and a committee in London

; PV

;planned to sponsor the BChQOlo
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Then, mffiex affecting dev of ed in the N.W.Pf. The
Ass't Dir. of Ed., N.Rh., Rusbridger {about 1955-6) approached
Nigbet with view to becoming Hezdmaster of a sec sch at Balovale
(or even at.Ghit and Kabompo¥ but because of tribal diff between

Luvele and Lunda tha rea was eventually ruled out) at this govt
town. Nisbet, however, felt he hed a commitiment at Chit and

4id not follow this up.' Govt made a decision because of
Lunda/Luvale trouble to take 1t to Solwezi s¢ it was under eye of
Prov administration. Eventually Nisbet was at Solwezi which
ghould have been the school at Balovale. This was to be the
provincial school. Balovale was still considered the yxpyx

provinciai focal cenire for ed as it had been historiecally.

Historically Suekling had focused on ed as a _‘'handmaid te

Ghristian evangelism (activity)' just as Kalene had up to that
point focused on medicsl work. (Dr Worsfold was still 'a new
man' at Chit where he had been the first doctor.)

S.4.G.M. were hendicapped by the sparse population.
Trade School of Balowale had been.ségggéwghen Rudge's solé out
~-approx 1957-8 where the sec sch was to have gone,
Catholic® movedent into the province. Their converts and

activity is believed by many C.M.M.L./S.A.G.¥. missionaries

t¢ have been among their discontented,often, disciplined adherents
or ex-gsdherents. They were esgsp keen on girls ed but had diff
getting into any ed'l work due to Chavuma. Govt loath to build
more schools least pop move out and leave school stranded,

The peason that they got in wae Lunda/Iuvale jealousy and

CVMML, didn't give them something on the west side but Catholies
did at Chinyingi. This was about 1953.

Wegtern migsion impact on traditional socleties.

The biggest clash came over girls' ed. The mission was
againat too early (child) marriages; often desth in child-birth.

Missions often a refuge for older mEx women and orphans,

j(Note; girls achool réally got a start when fsmire hit in 1930s

and many orphens were taken into the mission.)
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A profession affected social haézzg, especially women with
eloth on the head, also the Chikovelo over the breassts became
more often seen. Mukande was dry season exercise and shortened.
If not back in school, they lost their school place. DParents
who were Dhristiens did not have formal mukenda and circumecised
before puberty. Ritwals not deteriorated as much as in many

places partly because: (a) they hang on to these customs as
identity and (b) slow assimulation of this area into territory
&8 really no roads into N.W. until 1940g.

(10)Missionaries and level of education: gource of gontroversy.

Main purpose wasg evangelization but education was at first
necessary for members to become pradticing Christiens. No one

initially went out as educationaliéts. Thus ed was was a source

of controversy -~ 'how much one should go'. Africans esp clsmoured

Lfor more once getting some, thus 'African ceught in & trap of
his own making'. He had to carry on until govt could take over.
Thus the handover in 1952 to L.E.A.s. By this time people be-
coming poltically conscbous and thus 'no longer wise to be res-
pongiblet.

Sec sch matter controversial because otherwise another
'foreign body would come in, e.g. Roman Catholics' and reap
thex henefit of their earlier work.

The few educationalists who went out, e.g. Stokes and

Nigbet, because they saw this as their gggcial calling within

their overall ministry. Others got into education because of

necessity and noet of inelination, e .g. Suckling. Thus, not
e

even a&n educationalis%?gespite adm shortcomings, his wider

vision of ed'l need no doubt 'led to exceptional progress in

Balovaele compared to the rest of the N.W.'., This exceptional

progress - e.g., amount of Englist and smount of trading stores

and trades such as carpentyy = is visible today and was in 19505.

Kis@_some people,e.g. Duvale and Chokwe, caught on more quickly
than other groups, such s&s Lundas, although even in latter cases

there were big exceptions.

(11)Especially interview Mbiliehi, John Mwendela (mission) and Willie

Mwondela(govt always) and Wm. Nkanza.
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(12)By 19508 the phmaes of education and the teachen/QVangelist
had passed (about early 1940s) and mission employed oﬁly
téﬁgggag, but those who were still Christiaens with evangelical
eutloeck; only later were they selected purely on acedemic
ability. Thue, in 19508 even for training a Christian experience
was expected.

(13)Notes of 014 misgsionariesg
0ld Mrs Mowat still lives in Pretoria

Migs Marks married Mr f. Fisher

Mias Isherwood married Tom Res
0ld Mre Mowat's sister was Mrs RBudge (Miss Daisy Gibson)
(14)Nigbets - summary ides
Missionary work at Chit was reslly a graining ground for

hisg later work in government which he sees as an extension of
his missionary endeavours. Working &t Chit gave him a general

feel for the language and introduction to Af 1life, etc.

PRIVATE ADDITIONS BY MRS NISBET LATER ON IN THE LAST DAY
(a) @ommented extensively on the Chit/Kabulemena splits and

felt that the real charges were false, That the maintroubles
were pegsonality chashes. Said that tension upon the station .
was very great and that missionaries could be very selfish to
one gntther, IExample was when they were trying to get their
children to Sekeji and did not have & car that several on station
with cars d4id not volunteer and they had to walk to main toad
snd take a bus to Solwezi where it was govt officials who then
helped them. Said tensions could even affect one's 'prayer life!.
(b) Noted in some detail that Suckling spent money without

much planning and as he got it upon the first necessary object.
Also implied that he lived well and travelled first clsss. When

he died his papers were burnt by his widow as they showed thik

carelegsness jn money and plsnning.

(¢) Likewise when colonial govt went, she recalled big fires in

even Solwezi of papers they did not want passed on to the new

\
to be detrimental to col. govt and Enropeans in he profince and

”~ Fi

\Africangovt that showed controversies and matters considered



Additional materials resulting from the interview N

Alex and Margery Nisbet

Interviewed on 10" and 11th January 1976 and later on
1! and 2™ 1978 at their home in Stranraer, Scotland

¢ | exchanged a lot of correspondence with both Alex
and Margery from the mid-1970s until the late-
1990s. Only included are 19 correspondence items
(mostly from the Nisbets) that might have scholarly
value. These are dated from 1 June 1976 to 9™
January 1984. (Correspondence after that date was
strictly personal.)

e One thoughtful item of 22" July 1981 from Alex is a
careful response to drafts of dissertation material.

General note on all interviews and interviewees: These cover sheets were created from old notes 25 years ago. They contain key
manuscript information in each interviewee’s file. Often there is a short chronology of the interviewee’s life written at the time of the
interview. Most interviewees by this time (2006) are deceased; hence the huge potential value of this old interview, All interviews
focused on education in the North West Province of Zambia mainly in the period from World War {I until the 1970s. They often
contain information on other topics that in some way related to education. All interviewees were in some way leaders of their own
community or missionaries who had spent much of their life in the N.W.P Most interview transcripts contain rectangular boxes for,
or with, 5 numbers. These were used to code key data for research and writing in this pre-computer era. These codes are now
meaningless for me and for any one else. Unless noted otherwise, these interviewees can be used by scholars without restrictions.
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61-15 98th St., #4E
Rego Park, New York 11374
9 January 1984

M ot

Herewith the copy of my dissertation that I promised you. I hope
that you received my airmail letter, of the same date, informing
you that it was coming. As very few studies cover the present-day
entity called the NWP, the dissertation may have some future
significance.

Please start by reading the Preface very carefully.

Note my general acknowledgement to all interviewees in the Preface
and my specific acknowledgements in the bibliography. Note also
that I make at least one -- and generally many more -- references
to each interview. As there is no index, you must carefully read
or survey the whole dissertation, including the footnotes, to find
specific references to our interview.

As with all other readers, I invite you to write me with your
comments. For at least the remainder of this year, use the
address given at the top of this page. Thereafter, as indicated
in the Preface, write to me in care of my brother.

If you do write to me with your comments, both positive and
negative, I will certainly reply. If you also desire, I will give
you a summary of American scholars remarks about this work. I
suspect that those remarks will be different from, and often less
astute than, those from you interviewees for whom this topic has a

personal meaning.

I hope you are well and having a good year. As of the date of
this letter, I am well and moving into a new business career. For
the time being, I have placed both life in Africa and the
university world behind me. Nonetheless, I still hope to do some
writing in the next year or so. Thus after you read the work, I
will indeed value any comments very much.

Very sincerely,

P. David Wilkin
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_ W ' Sth Junme, 1981
Dear David,

Thig letter of Alex's was passed to me 1o finish
and with shame I confess I gtill have not done it.

By now we are in the midst of June and the
height of the gardening season and today we received your
tScottigh! card. So glad you enljoyed yomr holiday with
Zindli andé fael refreshed ready 10 face the fray once MOT'e.

Your papers duly arrived and Alex will ve writing separately
fo you aBoufmTﬁgmwfmﬁggﬁtim@”ehough'to“sayVhe is very
impressedl I have yet to read them but will do so as quickly
ag postible.
Thanks for sending on Albers Horton's book.
I too was disappointed 1 wounld have thought he conld
have wWritten something better which would have been. of
mach moee general interest to a wider reading public.
1t wae O.K. for us who knew them and their place in Angola
etc.y but gave 1itile of what impression the (ospel had
made on the locals - if anyst Have read much better
books from the local library heTrEsssss,. ‘ :
We are due o go at any momemt to Stonehaven
North Easgt Scotland o His wife is expeoting
her l1st baby was due the 1lst of this month so expect a
summons any day. - Have been busy going round the garden
digzing up planis to toke to his new garden - which Alex
views with alarm as he wontlers where we are soing to sit.
Janette , Miochael md children were up
a fortnight ago along withbiwo dogs. It was like a
mad house, as Dileas's dog waan't %00 enarmoured‘w1th

his G’(Z)'ug_i :
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Jim and Hilda seem much the same. Hilda still }
wanting to live in the South of England and Jim very happy
#ith his lot in the Hebrides. Hilda has been staying
with her sisters for the last month in England whilst Jim
fended for himself, He still says he will have to give up
before another winter dempcends — but he said that last year
and the year before that,

We don't get much news from Zambia and our 25 years
of Afrioca are fading in the dim paste. Actually I have
lived longer in this Sandhead house than any other since i
Was married, bul fortunately neither of ms have any inclina-
tion to move, I guess we are too 0ld ~ now both in our
sixties -~ and packing and meving is .suoh an upheaval,

Hell David I promise not to be so long in writing
again. Thanks again for all your letters and cards its
great that you are such a good correspondent,.

All the best, 7 ‘

TQ QPEN SLIT HERE

SENDER'S NAME AND ADDRESS (PLEASE SHOW YOUR POSTCODE)
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Q ' : Cairnsmore
. effilpjo B Sandhead
‘ Stranraer
. : DG9 9JG
‘ Gal loway

¢
‘% 64» Scotland

January 25, 1982

Dear David,

Many thanks for your letter received today. We were
so sorry to hear about Zindi and do hope by this time that she
is feeling better and that the Doctors ocan find out what is wrong
and get her on the right treatment. It must be quite a Jjob
commuting especially during the extremely bad weather,
We didn't do too bad in the snow storms — only got a sprinkiing
but it was extremely cold — in fact I don't think I have ever

known it so cold. It was minug 23°C. Fortunately we were one
of the f£ew without burst waTer pipes although ¥ our hot water

system hasn't operated properly since the big freeze up. It
mugt have goi air locked somewhere and we can only get about
3 inches of hot water inffle bottom of the tth — when the
pressure comes off the plumbers we will have to get it seen
toe - its not that urgent as the shower operates fine.

I am only sending a hasty note to enoclose with the
copies of Echoes . EBlex will write the official letter in reply
to your queries. Sorry I have not sent these on to you - good
intentions - but will this year send them on each month after
we have finished with them. '

Haven't heard from Jim and Hilda since before Christmas
80 possibly they are still busy either moving house or still
houge hunting -~ or snowed up! Still the weather is now gquite
mild and bulbs pushing up through the wet ground,

Alastair and family came for Chrisimas and the baby
now six months old is adorable., Janette and family are fine.
Dileas is much the same and needs a fair amount of patience.
Alex has drifted into his retirement routinme — and mine has been
turned upside down. What adjustments one has to make in life -
8till I guess it is better than getting into a rut!

_ - Will write again later in reply to your letter.
Meantime I do hope Findi is on the mend and you are slowly
getting your own prob#élems sorted out to your satisfaction,.

Tours ,

L ayc}ff ’



Cairnsmore
Sandhead
Stranraer
DO 9J6
Galloway
Scotland

22nd July, 1981
Dear David,

lany thanks for your last letier.
It was great to hear of your successful holiday
and so glad you and Zindi enjoyed it all.
Interesting to hear ite the first time you have
been 'to mea' -~ I suppose I never thought about
it. We huve always messed around in and on the
sea and our best holidays -~ partiounlarly our
trip round the world on an Ocean liner was

‘the high light in our lives. I love sea travel

best of all - its so relaxing.

I know Alex has written to you
sbout your script and althoungh I can't comment

‘#n it professionally - as an ordinary lay person

or housewife I thought it terrific. It made
faseinating reading and was most enjoyable.
Perhaps I am not suppose to make such comments -
but I thought it excesdingly well written and
was most impressed with the amount of work =nd
research you had done., DBeing completsely
ifnorant of thes:- things ~ what happens to the
final article., Do you ppublish it as 2 book or

what. If you do publish it for the_general
public to buy I would love to be ablée 1o buy
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at least one so that my ohildren can have -
it for all time, If not — or I have completely
the wrong idea — perhaps at the end of all
your labours you would let me have back the
soript as it is so full of information that
1 am sure Alastair and Janette would love
it too.

I am enclosing a few Eohoes which I
have nnearthed and odd papers that oame
in sometima, In future I will save Hohoes
for you each month and send ii on to you.
I am afraid earlier copies have been thrown
out, HMores the pity., DBut I never thought.

Summer is as usual here - cold and wet -
but the garden seem: to like it even if I
don't,

All the grand children and family are
fine. Do hope you land a good job to your
liking. Here unemployment rimes every month
in all grades so its not an easy time.

Did Alex tell you Jim has resigned his
post and moves south io Devon in September.
Hilds delighted - Jim in the #piths of despondency.

Kuch love,

/Lhajoﬁf :
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| ngVP Cairnsmore
/)\1§ IVQVJ Sandhead
~ Stranraer
DGY 9JG

.%l/’l PI\/l% Sootland

November 26, 1980

Dear David,

Well David by this time you will be well ssttled back to
work. It was great thai you manageé so many trips avound this:year
and a couple of visits to your Father — I am sure he was delighted
to gee you both, Canada in the Pzl must be beautiful but a bit
cold at this time of the year.

Here ws had a terrible wet summer which ran on into
& terrible wet autumn and I guess we are now into winter and its
8till rainingl!

We paid a visit to dn and Hilda in the Behrilesm, What
a degpressing placel! No wonder Hilda hates it., No tress, no flowers, -
no birds and even the heather never flowsrs but siays & dismal brown beoauss
there is no sunshine either! Can you imagine it - rain and water
everywhere. Jim had out his peats for the winter and he said when
ke had burnt them he would pack up and move south. But knowing
Jim ~ whether he will kesp %o it — Hilda gincerely hopes so - rezlly
is a grim existence.

Alex keeps better sinoe his retirement and his bloo
au‘(,/pressure more mgular, We are busy preparing the ochildren for their
/g/ af iristhas Service which this year takes place on Sunday,
21lst December. Its the one time in the year when we can guarantee
the Gospel Hall being filled by the local villagers, They are such
&Eff!! a self righteous lot - its alright to take the Gospel to Africa

but Scotland knows it all and have no need of salvationi!

Alastair and his wife have settled down in Yorth East
Scotland., He is =n Klectronios Ingineer with the 0il Rigs, He doesn't
live on the rigs but is shore based, al though does have to fly out
to the Rigs if problems develope., His wife is teaching at a sohool
some 15 milea south of their home iown so they are both kept
busy. Janetie and family are fine and are hoping %to come up here
for Christmas. Sarhh is now 9 and Christopher nrearly T, so they are
growing apace -~ it doesn't seem that long ago Binoe mine were that agell
As you say, as theyeam pass our African expsrience gats dimmer
its good we had it when we did.

Well David I expect you will be going to New York for
Christmas do hope you have a happy time with Xindi and that your
programme for 1981 will go well, You sound to be very busy and am
sure the weks just fly bdy.

411 the best for the New year

Tours,

eyt
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Calrnsmore
Sandhead
. 3trenraer DGQ 9JG
- Galloway
%9 ' Sootland.
Dear David, . E N
_ It seems ages since Chripgtmas whén yéﬁ gent yoﬁE lovely long newsy
letter, Am sure by this time you will have sottled down in Syracuse and
your life in Zambia just becomirg a dream, It was lovely 1o hear that you
Bne Z7indi nae has SUOH & BUCGeBSIu oliday and we hope your contact in the
future will be even more regular, It won't be so lomg before your first

.]{ year in the States will be over - quite 1nereiib1e how tha time goem as you
. get older. '

Alex retired (aged 62) in January., It ook him a short time to
settle down "@hd TC Help matisrs we spent a fair time -in Lanzamote, Canary
Islands. We went to escepe the winter here, athough we arrived back to snow

.in the middle of Marchj but-for the l:st five weeks or so "the weather -
hag been simply. marvellous arnd NO rain whatsoever._ S0 heres hoping &t
will keep it up until September.cesees “Alex im away at present on
a course for Soienbific Officers to do with Civil Defence @sné Nuclear fall
out. He thought he might as well help out in a voluntary oapasity’ =tat
lets hope his know~how will never be needed, '

Alastair was married in December. A beautfil éay ané a Happy time
was had by all. He is now in Aberdeen (North Fast Scotland) working as
an Electronios. Engzneor to do with supplying the oil wells with radio and
eleo%?gﬁfﬁ““ﬁﬁTfﬁ““% He is ver¥ happy, loves his job whioh is full of
interest and seems to hop around all over the place. Valer 1d he
bought a houge in %tonehvaen « a small éown about ten m11es/0§ erdeen
on the coasi and/%ounds lovely = =2 modern three beiroomed bungalow, double
ghazed eto,, and in the six weeks they have had 1t they seemei to have
made good prograsq with farnishlng it. o

: T?im Horsfol@ sounds as if he is on thc move again, He is due down
here at tha”en~'6"next month to look for a house for-his retirements He
“would be quite happy to end his days in Isle of Lewis and work until he
. dropped, but Hilda is very unhappy. Just sits in the house all day on her own.
They don't knowanybody and never get any visitore ~ so. they think they will
look for a house Getween hare and Dumfries. T don't’ Enow vhether Hildae
will be any happier in Galloway or not - she would love to live in Torquay
next door teo her simter - but Jim thinks othernise so-there yeu are.
S,

fﬁho%gg%égpeems to have made. the tranaltien peaoefully and we &0
_hope all %wifﬁeontinue to go smoothly and with it~ Zambia?u QCONOMY mMay
improve., I .guess you are in the midst of the Presidential eleciions
Witk all the ho-ha that entails. -Jimmy.Carier has a diffioult job but ihe
bungle up in Iran won't help matters in any way - I am sure, Britain has
offended Saddi Arabia so we don't seem to be any better at diplomatic
relationm aither. What a life,

" Well David we do hope things are going well for you and that you
have angoye& delving into early Amerioan History — I wonder if they made
as many misitakes then as nowl S3till life goes on and its good %o
have a hope for something far bétter in the future and net to put our
trust in man.

All the best,

Yours

,Lm_a.ja.rf'? \\” (L‘Q’X-—



ag well which pledizes me Very quen. @ ahill BOVE  Dul

solvez]
25th November 19783

Dear Alex and Mariorile,

for your newsy letier & few weeia 490,
S1oare all r*ﬁht. Hone Alex'a tgwchina
ig not =e: v down and thet he dettsa sood rcag mt
Chriqtm¢9 't disagree that visiting the sorafo

at Chrlstmus iIn the middle of winter 1s nct the most pleasant
thought., Settesr walt untll spring., [ confeas thalt I'm
dying to sec the <uter Hebrides and will write him 840nh.
Hepe 1 can pet an Invitation to come sut that way when

I come throush the {.K. when lesving next year, buh not
gsure Jim will want to gsee me after ny franhneos With hiomd
But maybe he wlll have forgotten an’t formiven,

- oam glnd

Solwezl 1s indeed forreous these deys amd you
correctly gues-ed. Iy sarden 1s the bhest ever. Juast about
every vem you cén dreeam of. Sven bBroceellil hes proaduced
a gocd helrving for the lzst three weeks since the fPgalns
get in and the veather turned ccocdler., The roling this year
have heen exceptionally early and exceptlonsally heivy
ard as 4 result evorythine already ig very sreen «oib wild
flowers over EMie, sven the horritle weeds ars uhout three
feet hirh.  3cluezi la also very qulet, plessant -nd e

G gE TN 2
‘g0 this zives us 2 pleasant und decent nl ig
of ccurge gtands in CCﬂtraqt'wlth the Wle citliag Wil Bre
excepticanlly teuse,ss you've unrobably gr:rd risnt now,.
I'm ecertainly #lad I'm not in the tenslin in Lassia aad
heoe to minimize my trips down until I leave to strictly
thone sasential for resestel and required by il i busineca,
TVe quiet znd pleusunt 1ife hers sulls we nuch Tegter.
Llecticon fever has gripped the ration but out here Lhings
'aeem quite normal and I'o moving freely. In Zusempe only
one man, wr. Tascabamba 1g standing 80 that ares 1ls very
free of hilgh feelings and &s that is whers [ @&n now inler=
viewing peo: le this plesges me very umuch lndeed. s laenl
weat and rast are strongly conteésted and sc are other arefs
and of courae Chavama where John #wondela is now rumning
gcainst. tue other sirong ecandldates tco replace his -hrother

who tga ow an ambassador. S0 it ooc€s,

wide array cof fillh, daneces and other setivities o1
LT

H Y
LT e

- I am etill planﬂwng on going next Vq@r, Tut ag you
commented, the olanning is ever szo hard as cnets heard
seems to . be here, no matter what one's head telle it. 7

know T must so &5 times are just tco uncertain, di fliecult,

plus Zamblanizaticn, but still iyl  anyway, T am postiag
offxmany papers now and will hope to ship off the vast

meL jorlty of my kooks and papers early next vyewr., £ have .
ﬁec1ﬁed to sell off all kitchen goods, dishes, b»qiln etc.,

because Zindi ls already so overstocked 1t would be r¢uicﬂlﬂﬁs

to take 1t bucik with high prices here plug freicht = assuning

I ean zet my money cutl I will go to Lusaka for tios weeks

in early Januury on business and research and hove Lo wet
a date sst for lsuving 1f that i1s possivle. If not I will
have tc 2o bsck and finalize in Feb¥ary. But the probable

_time is mid-summer which shﬁuld he & good tinme to cone,

I must cloue, Ndﬂt tc go cut to Hansanshi for a

little relaxaticn as it's a gaturday night and caly 8,30

hoursi: PRest whshes to all of you and 2 hepe for a wonderful
Hollday., =~ ‘ _ - '
) B - o . . ’j\) (::(_ LJ,.W;M



SRR L b A B : L . Gairnsmore
S S A ' _ . . Sandhead
=ﬁg;' P - C Stranraer DG9 9JG
' ' ' ' Galloway

L.}1: L ] - ‘ . — . Scoﬁldnd
25th October, 1978
5_:D¢ar,DaVid,
; You must ‘have given me up as a hopeless letter wrlter. Thanks }
for your le tter and ciroular recelved,many, many weeks ago. S50 nice to hear

ﬁhat you have settled back in Solwezi and that all is well with you.. By now
gguess you will have had four first rains, and the gardening will be starting =

_ ‘P;n earnsgt, Hope food supplies have improved and that you are well stocked i1

7. up before the rains really get going, although these days with a tar reoad to £

;ff_l. the Copperbeli the rains will not be smch a problem. However, Zambia seems o
i;~““f to have plenty of other problems to look after and no ‘doubt K.K. is ‘anxiocus.

-about hls re—electlon‘- not thabothere se~ms any obvious opposltlon.

' . We are all fine. Alex has aust returned to school after a weeks i%}
holiday for half term. He s$ill talks of resigning next year when he will have
_completed five years at Stranraer Academy.

. The summeér was a busy one with v131tors morsor less all the tlme _
but now winfer is almost upon us and the flowers are beglnnlng to fade in the
garden, sc I guess our hibernation period is at hand. . The;familyama all well
and following their various routines. R '

_ Jim and Hilda are s%ill in the Cuter Hebrides., Jim-is for. ever
writing and Finging up and asking us to go - "but to date we. haven't plucked
up courage. He are so ‘busy during th Jummer, and the thought of travelling
in thefar nerth in the winter doesn't appeal, Jim is full of hopes that we

L will: go. for Christmas -~ but - well we will see. Hilda fas away for a while
“in Devor staylng ‘with her s1ster, but Jim cah't get a break ‘without. employlng
‘a‘locum at his. own expense! = We tried: to get him to come near io us, asg
thers is a vacanecy for a Doctor about 30 miles away. He would love it — but
Hllda dcesn t want to go anywhhre else but Devon” and be near her Slster.

Glad you enjoyed your leave and that the fudure 1ooks hopeful
cwith Zindi. It will be hard leaving Africa - once bitten by a mosguito
and it seems fatal - one's heart is always there, However, I gness like -
us: all’ you will have to make the break sometime — whether it ie to he sooner
or later is the vital questlon.

i I had a letter from Darrel and Helen Rea the eother day. - They
are due fo come on'leave to U.K. next year and hope to VLSit us - 80 it w111
be nice seelng old friends.

Hot having written for such a long time some items of news seem
to out of date anditdvial, but I promise I won‘t be so long next time.

{

Hope you are fit and well.. Take care of yourself.

Yours

| : (lon ~bim oot .
B i



golwezl
24 pctober 1978
Dear Alex and Marjorle,

Today 1s our hollday so I'm ualtg it
as & good day tc catch up with my correspondencs.
Last night our first heavy rain storm hit us.
7ESCC had not connected our electrical wireg
well so they literally burnt off the pole.
Fortunately, no fire in the hcuse and today
they fixed the pole quilte early as gcon as
contacted. But before writing letters, I
started day by cleaning out & defrosted 'fridgel

with the onset of the ralns, 1t ls now
cooler and this makes everyone more at Wase,
The last few weeks were uncomfortably hot,
even for the usual Qctober weather, which I
am sure you well remember for a1ll your ye&rs
nere. I think the reason was that in the cool
season we had firtually no cloudy days at all
wahich ls the only time that I can remenber
and T think this tended to glve us a 1 1o el
potato' effect, Anyway, the raing Were
welcomed. wWith shortages, we have continusd
to expand the garden to enormous size, which
gaves money as well; and with Solwezl soll
and this time of year, have Just about every
veg' you can think of 'home grown', (This willl
pro?ably make you Jealous with winter coming
ond

pPcliticully things are go confused it 1s
impossible to even try uc analyse. I am told
that all the Mwinilunge folk have thelir radios
baek and the Zalre troubles are HeGmbeecly
ended for the present. (The pathetlc flow of
refugees continues however.) MNow things are
fopused again on Rhcdesla. Two weeks &ago
as you've prcbably Reard we opened the fsouthern
route' for trade and then last week Rhodeslan
troops bombed several regugee/freedom fighter
camps, killing hundreds and in the process
flew over Lusake threatening the airport not
to act or elsel President Kaunda had a phess
conference yesterday and sald thils hingelf,
so to put it mildly ¥'m confused. solwezi,
amazingly, goces on as 1f nothing happens outsldes
that is not normal. %e had a blg dance at
Kansanshi last Saturday with all the ‘uppa erust’
inecluding army and pollce officers and when I
left it was still going strong, and did so until
5:00 A.M., I'm told., The Copperbelt has an
informal curfew and so does Lumkka, but not
golwezl,

Hope all of you are all right. Haven't
heard from you for some tlme bub hepe that
you all had a good summer and are now having
a pleasant fall. Hope Alex finally got hils
boat out and that Dilleas gct a Jcb she liked.
Anyway, good luck to you all, Am still
iiwiwing to make this my last year and have sold
off BIg things that I can do without and have
lots of bui@@e-for everything else, especially
ccnsidering oub shortages. Just now, however,
must decide when I willleave next year.
Probably will still be within the period of
June to September. Cheerio and best repards,
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55-25 98th Street, Apt. 2H
Corona, New York 11368
10th Decenber 1975

Dear «ixr. ulshet,

T have had your letter to me and an envelop addressed to
you 1lying on my desk for the last three months, but have just
delayed writing as I will ill dxring Se tember and thus nmy
travel and regesrch olans became guite unclear. However, 1 am
now fully recovered ond planning on arriving in ¥ondon on
the 1st of Januaxy, and spending the month in the U.K. before
returning to Zausbia. (Have just signed a new contract with
UNZ4 until July 1979, so will be back for sometime in the
fiorth-¥egtern Province - for better or for worse!l)

tiave done lots of resding through old m gazines lately -
Uhe vields, lichoes of Sexvice, fhe Ireasury, Volces from the
Vineyard, etc, In Voices I ran across a niciure of you as
Tect an ot the sius wedding in 1984. Thought you might like
to have 2 cony, o0 have photocopied and enclosed it,

Would still very much like to wisit scotlend for a short
visit sometime in Janus:y, preferably errly or mid-month, before
returning to Zambia end especially see you and your wife and
chat zbout 0ld times - and orezent situation 1T you like.

Assuming we cdn get together, T would very much 1like to
aslk you about “the educetionsl set-up ot Chitokeloki wihen you
verived ead left, as there is #far logs maoterial not destroyed
n 'COhit' than on Xalene, [utenda or vukinge, yetbt I suspect
hat it hal one oz the Lot srnd earliest programmes in the HeW.
Frovinece. Alse, I am not clear why 'thizaer?! ciucali-nal -lans
did not develone as initially hovped for and Low Solr ezl wecondary
senool later crize into belng. Am o honing vou wight recall some
details fvo. your poriod and sone stories obout what you heard
of ezriler TimesS.

2
~
c
T

dould be grateful if you could drop me & short note and
indicate if you will be in Scotland in Janusry and 1f so when
would he a good date to come up for one or two days - a rriday/
Seturday, or saturdey/Sunday, or Sunday/itonday, etc. Ly schedule
will be very flexible as I will be staying in London most of the
time to do researdh in the British Fuseum, So if you could
suggest two Gates, no doubt one would easily suit we. (I will
have a rail pass to nove sround inpgland and Scotland easily, )
Iy address will be as above wntil I leave on the lst and after
that sinvly ;) Foste Restante, London E.CU. Z.

wishing you a lHerry Christmas snd Happy Wew Year, Glad

to hear that your children are doing well though scattered
arounc the T.K,

Vexry sincerely,

K s
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XXXXXXXXXXAXXXX XXX XX XXXAXXX
XXXEXXXXXXXXX CENTRE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION. XAXXXXX XXXXX
' XXXXX

218t July, 1975.
Dear Mr. Nisbet,

Guess who is back in Solwezi?! I returned to Zambia in 1971
after doing graduate work in America and completing & one year contract
in Kenya. At UNZA, I wge lecturing in the School of Education until this
January when a new Extra-Mural programme was set up in the NortheWestern
Province. Needless-to=say I had had enough of Lusaka life and applied
for the job of starting the prosramme. Hence I am back once again in
the Province - probably & lot less naive than when I firat came in 1963
and caused you so many problems at Solwezl Secondary School with my often
misgulded enthusiasm.

Anyway, 1 am well settled in and very happy. Have made seversal
complete provincial tours in the last three months and got several
programues going. Saw Chitokoloki and the new hospital twicee In fact
it was at Chitokoloki that I received your new address., Hope you and
your fawmily are now well settled back in Scotland.

There is & new Teadher Training Collefle being built on the road to
the national monument {(gorge) and my house is presently here. Along the
dambo and across the road is a new 1,500 scre state dairy. Thus, I have
cows grazing virtually outside the door and fresh milk daily. Solwezi
has ohanged alotl

Being with the University gives me more time for research and I have
slowly evolved into working on a hiatory of educqction in the Northe-
Western Province from pre~furopean days (traditional forms of education)
up to education in modern Zambia., The changes both in types, structure
and effect of modern education on the various tribes are, needless~toe-say,
extra ordinarily fascinating.

 Would very much like to meet you again - am sure we have all changed
alot « and chat about old times. féﬁa I would like very much to hear
about any reminiscences you have of Chitokoloki and the educational work
there that you were involved in before you came to Solwezi. I hope to
visit Scotland (for the first time) and wonder, if you could, assuming

we capn find & date of nutual convenience, spare a few houms for a chat.

2/.....0"‘



Qi Tt - 28
Any definite questions that I can think of ‘that I need tocgsk you,
I would send to you well in advance so yoR tould think about them.
1f you would not mind ny stopping bY briefly for a few hours, could
you send me brief note. 1 will be going on ‘leave on 18t August for
four to BiX months and my address will be: B

David Wilkin,
55.25 98th Streel.
Corona, New York 11368.%

I shall probably travel through England and Scotland in late
November or early December. (I am also hoping to meet Miss Netta
Foreman, once at Mukinge, while in Scotland.) =

Again, my regards &o you and your family.

Very sincerely,

David Wilkine.

Du/Acm
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