Cover sheet for an interview NEITHER conducted in Zambia NOR by me

Mrs. Florence Pirouet

This interview was conducted by Mr. R. N. Wyatt, a
former Secretary General of the African Evangelical
Fellowship (AEF) in Britain). Like the one with Miss E.
M. Shoosmith, the interview was NOT dated, but
probably conducted in the late 1950s or 1960s.

Both Miss Shoosmith and Mrs. Pirouet (along with her
husband) were retired missionaries. They served much of
their lives in the NWP for the South African General Mission
(SAGM), in Kasempa and Solwezi Districts. These interviews
were located in the SAGM Archives in Jan. 1976, in
Wimbledon, British Council Office at 30, Lingfield Road,
London SW19-4PU.

Neither woman was an educator and these interviews were
general and NOT focused on education. Still, they have useful
information on the NWP. Both women were deceased by the
time that I did my research at Wimbledon.

Note: AEF replaced the name SAGM and by now has (2006)
been merged into SIM. I do not know if this archive and
center in Wimbledon still exists.
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You're not scared of microphones are you, iike some people?

vt really. I haven't had much to do with them. [I've talked
ints one twice,rboth times very informally.

T think that's the hest way. We use it &g a means of communication
with sur Tamilies oversess, my aister in swaziland, my. brother in

 Zambia, nmy sister~in-law in Nigeria, it's much hetter than writing
fﬂletﬁefs. | | |

well it is, I hud one from Louise;'gnd T took part im & sort of

:united.One from the church, to our missionary 1ink. I never felt suoh

& fool in my life, sitting there with = whole growd of people all sround,
each iistening to what the othar was saying. You felt S0 ridiculoua.
I don't know, ‘but it jan't so diffioult when it's just tal?ing to you,
but to have a crowd of people all llstoning.to what youregoing to say..
Df course you have no idea that you are yoing to be called upon.

T took this on holiday with me this yoar and I recorded musio at
ﬁbéi—Aﬁmergén and I didn't know if 1 was going to he allowed to uae it.
|  put voﬁ wéré. |

[Thare WaS & prohibitlun against filﬁ oameras nnd ofdiﬁary ORMATAS
and the officialas came over to gee.what I was doing when I got this
thing out, and put the ptand up, and so on., When they saw it was

I:Z"raoorder they didn't Qorry.

‘;’ " John, I suppose I‘dm talking to you, John McNeilly, I imugine so.

‘I am with Mrs Pirouet, and we're sitting in ny office hare at Wimbledon.

¢
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We've got our copy with us and we are just a to start to_chat
and ansver some of thess questions you have tb-usa—w&4 Elmﬁégilg

go atart righf avay now, &nd ask Mrs Pirouet if she would tell ua_whon
sha_firat_want to Afriou; and which mission station she went to first
of all.

I want out towards the end of 1918, just uftnr the first vorld
:_war, wont out in the middln of Docomber, whieh mennt ve arrivod in
"Africn on Nuw Yeara Day 1919. _ |

You say we, you went vith your husband, did you?

No, I wasn't married then, I went with HiSSfcvatt, and, whst'a the
nameé of the other woman, the .one that bqoamgsxra watncy,'whnt was her
ﬁaidoh‘hame, I've forgotten. The three of us:wdnt tdgathor,ictually
it waa &an unusual sort of voyage, beoause there were only'thirty
' passengers, all of one olass, plus:. & vhola orowd of Auatraliananoldiorn
going home. So although we stopped once for fronh water at Las Palmas,
no one was allowed to go on ahoro, because thay fearsd the behnviaur
ot tho Australiana.

: Thny were a wild lot?

Yes, thqy ware rather a wild 1ot.

The firat atntion I went to was one that doesn't exist now,
Kianfafh, chisalala ‘some puoplo would oall 1%, |

As far north as you. oould go in Northern !hodcnia. It was
 -;Northern Rhod-:ia in thone dayu not Zambia.

Hhioh sort of wing of Northern Rhodqaig,fiéﬁ khov there are sort
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of two wings.

Sorwihsi.
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q
The Selwest araa, we were only eight miles from Aarwasi, qulto

The Solv-te.ﬂ side.

near,
ﬁot too far from Katanga rexlly.
No, we weut back into that region aftarwarda, bocauue we were

told that if we dldn't occupy that distriect again, the Roman Catholiaa

would be invited.

Hew did the Lord oall you to Missionary: service? Whnt was your
first uontact with the A.E.F., or did the call come bafora you.aver,
of oourae it was the S.A.&.M. in those daya, pr WRS - 1t evathhnt?

I think it was really, because that goon,’ aftor I renlinod 3
rather nccaptad the fact of assurance of.salration; -I-think I had
been a christian before this but &8 soon as I knew Anything about
that I started attending » 1little Baptist ohurch. I had never been
to a Baptxst ohurch before.

It was more or less an scoident that I wcnt thare. In.ohargc
at that time was a pastor who hnd baen turnod down by thy H .5, He
had wantad %o, go to the Congo, he had got through all hin training,

.and then didn't pass hia medioal, his lungn vorc not in aone way, not
sound. .
well it mannt going to & church or helonging to a ohuroh rather

whioh was full of missionary 1ntnrost bnoauac nnturally ho wea full




of 1t. I've no doubt he prayed that just because he ocouldn't go, some
ofihiﬁ'congragation might go. So it was, as it were, a rasponse‘khen
I wna rajoicing in God, going to this mipaionary atmosphore. Also
tharo wore oontacts with two people who afterwards booamn 5. A G. M.-
nissionaries. Onp was May Pratt, with whom I hnd bean at nohool, the
_ 1aat part of my achool yeara, gnd a friund of my brothers', and thene
..two nftorwards got mnrriad and went to Hnlnwi.” That was - my firat .
contaot vith the A.E.P., the S.A.6M. with 1ntorionominltion:1
miaslonl.
wy idea was that I didn't want to go with B M 3. I fhlt T would
1iki ﬁo-go into 1nterdenominationa1;mission, Thnn of course it worked
out J.ike that.. - |
| stuppoaa you had one of the famous, oOF infnmous B.C.interviews,
1 r6a1ly don't remember much. I think aotually-thgyrwera very
quoh in need of teachers at that time. Both'mihs%éﬁgzii; with whom
I went out, and myself we were both teachers,  They sent us both to
_dégé:;g2f§$ they badly nesded someone to do some edunational work
there.- The work was very mnnh in its infancy. |
- I suppose the journey was quite tedious, the railvay link, ‘how
far did that come mp?y ' '
It went to Elizsbothvillo. e
.Did it indeed, ‘you didn‘t havn 'y grent way to go?

_ Ho, 1t was & saven. day Journay I think in thoao daya.
pid you come up from the Cape or did yau oomn in from Delagoa Bay.
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Ho the Cape. Actually we:were at the Cnpe for aix months before
wa“&ent up, because in those days it wasn't thought £it to. let ue
go up. in thn.rainy season., They kopt ums till June., WQ wont up in
Juna;_ Ho, 1t wasn't very tedioua, in a way, ; acvnn days Journey

paaaed and than we had a fivo day trek in from Elirnbothvillc to
"l$¥¥LJkL“ﬁ-f7 . -

- Whnt was your firnt renl 1mprassion, was it whut you oxpoated,
or was 1t 411 very differemt? T e
‘I dont*t think I had any idoa what it was going to ho liko. It
all aeemnd vory naturnl,_ 1 think, as I lookcd baok.3 Ll we arrivod
| -nt Elizabothvilla there were Mr and Mrs Vbrnun to maot us, thcy wcro,
iI think thia in right, thoy worc leaving thn oountry as we went in.-
.'Thprc wan nn Lirioan 4in. oharga, there waro onrriara, very ranponaiblo'
aort of oarriara, we hnd no responaibilities ut nll._ Thny msnagod
'_everything, thny knaw juat whore we were going te oanp and ‘B0 O,

T’j uera they very friendly? L_*m! 6 ‘ ;}J 51a |

Yea. Xnu ses in those days they didn't underut : ' vhat

_.“1_

'ohrintianit was, not roally, thuy probahlg_get mixod np bgtg*ggﬁm

christianity and oivilisntion, and Bo un. Thny probably*wnntod evary-
hing that tho white Han uould give tham, boaauao thn whi@wfdﬂ*gggL*%

\-powcr.. Oh, y-n, thny woloannd un, thoy wero :wfully niae to na, they

lookod after us most mnrvollonalr, to put thg onmp, pux your tent up,

9@?:ydu a grass shelter s0 thﬂt,you didnftr3‘=-  .

. o] :
I auppose none of them spoke any Engliah'_ﬁhtsoovar. Diﬁ_you_
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_'boan out‘for fiVe yearu then llrandy Thay tﬂught n: pﬂ,a

umnko uae of thnt. it wasn't parfcnt but yon oould gcfj

'thai. g:_;
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take very long to piok up the vernacular?
'Ybn I think uvsrybody does, I mean there was 1o writton language.
Jctnally, while we were there at the Cape for tha nix nontha, My and

IS ALALG
Hra Hhrris were there from Kiaafafl. They woro dewn fbr an intormsdiato

ufurlough, boeuuuo they oould not get home on: furlough, and th.y had

ses, a faw

'?phraaea,»how to aak a quostion, whnt 1s it7 and aon; nouna anﬁ 850 on, .

L€ b LoD
but thay knew very little, Thoy nad been C drafted up to

Y

”from ululand, ‘bscguse a couplo was noaded there, but it wnsn't 2 written

1anguage.

ma 1t KAcnbE oy

Yes. What was & help was it wans one of threo partn, as it were,

'ef the big Luha 1anguage. Tharo a Luba whiuh ia spekan in thn congo,

sort of High Luba I think it'n oallod, and thcn thero'a Luba Sanga,

and Tuda’ Kq_gnda, whiah was our language was vory akin to b Sanga.'

.iThere waa a translatzon of the New Tasttman$ by Bnn crnwford anﬂ hia=_

.pcoplua Our poople learnx to road, when thny laarnt to zoa, uoulﬂ

nid you hnvo muoh.oontaot with the arothron in th& llrly daya

?———-—-""-

tha Brathran were working a bit furthnr up at KnleﬁE:Hill and around

'ther«?

We had ons trek up to Dnn Crnwford'a u#ptiun, did yeu know all

about Bnn Cravford? |
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I knw a.ll lhout’*nm Crwford and Dioky Blmk, of oouru I nonr

A

mat hin, it vnsf ears bafbro ny tlno. lvf.;fifﬁf;&f:'

la 1ot of thoir ohriatiana and 80 on. Our fbw oarriera, roulky;‘u

I think it vna foundod in 1910- =o it had boen going for betwoen
cight nnd nine yeﬂrn.r Thnt was a station atartad by Fred Arnot#
E_Thoro Was 2 Hr Blilqy5 an Lnerioan,rwho was avnllablo, and tho two,

I think. want togethu' n.nd found this site at msah}a.. Fred Arnoti
'istayod with hin for aomu months, and thon he wcnt aoroau to. the w.at.
His idea s was a ohnin af niusion ntationa from Kiaaia}a, aorosu to the
weat osast. Ke ltit nr Bailey in ohnrgc alone. Tho hut wnun't built.
| He started bullding with the ald of Afrionns, h. started this
building tbr himsllr, and he hoped to'gct it done bofore the raina.

well I don't know whather he hadn't anough money to finiah, or

o L A e L R AT P bk i i e 1 R, R 118 i A < S e
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what hnpp#n&d. He rcalieod thnt the raine wonld be upon hin in 19::

=thnn a uonth. Ths Hlllﬂ vere up, but no roof - on, nnd his peoplc had

 _'dtpart¢d. He wua'fooling & bit downoast thia 15 his story, I think

'it ia writtan, hn asﬁrnoling a little downnazt Ho ‘was aitting in

hin nnfininhnd hnusa ona avaning, and the othnr aido of the tablo was

: ¢ It teonod'thnt h- hnd a vision of-onn whofwasﬂnitting in

‘-“':era Hnrriatget.ii;ﬁ 'ko while we were down there.3 we found thnt vhen

f_wara wlt Jthcn trom Jnno, until I think it wln about“tho‘end?_i ? 
 Auguat o Septoubar. Thnn‘wc all went tot%uSaumuamu'whioh wau woat
of the ommtry, 1 th:lnk, that dooun't matter does. :lt?
| Wo went thnrc for a oonferanne nnd whilo wu wora thnrc Miss

éu&‘gat feoling qui‘l:u hadly. She had an :!.d.oa ‘thn:b quini.no wouldn't

- agree with har beoauaa she uned to havo hendaohos bcfbro she w-nt out.

TN
el St
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3he wasn't tzking quinine and got feeling so »adly that they surrested
that T ntaved doun at Musouwerzi until the epring.

¥y hushand was thers, he wasn't my hushand then, he was there
and before I left Musawwerrwe were narried, and although we weren't
supposed to be married until we had boen on the field for two years,
the Gbuncii were vary glad for us to be married badauio.ﬁhe Wilaéne
ware to po on. furlough, and thay wanted aamsnne to take over st
JAShER | o .

: KiS @A

30 &3 3008 RE We wWora marriud we went strnight up to Kielfarh,
we haa a few weeka with ¥r and Mrs Wilson durin? which time thoy
passed ovar ' to us a little Afriean baby, whioh actually'vaﬁ ¥-3 groat
'halp. Mrs. wilaon.was ;_;;;;::_;;;ﬁ;;f;nd aru &ilson hnd et it be
Tknown that tney were so against this ,urill of littlo babioa if the
mothgr diad. S0 when the mother of this little baby died in a village
nnt L1 very far away, one of the ehristinna sugvuated to Mrs Wilson,
I'm not so aure he just suggeutod it, maybe ‘he Just took the haby

to qu wilaon for har to. Iubk after.

So when we arrived and there was thia 1ittle bnhy aix waaka old,
woighing 4% pounds, she gava us a mndioine bottlo nnﬁ a certain
amount. of tinned milk. I knuw nothing nbout thp care of babias.

This little baby was a tremondoun help. Tha ncople oight milen
RWRY Wers vory good they auppliad us with quito a lot of tinned milk
until we could get a supply. It took-aixiwqug tp-got supplien

because they all oame from_Bulawayo, So ﬁnfiifvﬁ.boﬁl&_git supplies
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wall this 1ittle ti1ing was a tremendous help, becauss we did not

for the bhaby they did keep us supplied,

know the languags, and beoause the country was so scarcaly populated
thére”were nos villazes near the station., I thin} there was ons about
four milas away, after that I think it was ten or fourtean miles.

” wa folt that we must get into the distri&t, ses hmr thess ueople

: fliva,‘nd 1earn sone 1anyuago whioh wasn't station 1anguage. It was;
& trompgdoga help tsking thiz little thing about., For_tho rest of
ny time out thers I was Ina Kapiji, Jra heing mother, meaning mother
of.Kiﬁiji. Unfortunntely) no poasibly fortﬁn#toiy; he didn't live
very long. Ha flourished until he was about eight montha old, and
then an ano of thaaa trinq he cantractad whooping oough, and roally
| he hnd no stamina, ao he didn't 1iva vary 1ong. Wheravtr we want
it was tnn bahy, and all the village women wantod to. litt him up &n 4
carry him around snd so on. 3o of sourse we couldn't koep him from'
infection._ But it was & tremanious help having hin.  I}wga torrified,
: but thankful afterwardu. H |

what did the form of work take in the enrly daya?' I auppuna
you were trebicing, viaiting, preaching? , 3:3 C> l S; [ |LP_J6k,

‘We werg thers from June_till.Septomber.' WG did &« cortlin

amnunt:of schbbl work and there was a 1itt10 bit dane borore. A bit.

primitiva, hame made blaokboards and slated and a0 on and 80 on.

.Nothinp written vou soo, no 1anguaga they mnde their uwn writing

-charts nnd 30 . an, but some of them after a whilo oould raad, 1t was
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all phonetic, you ses phonetiocally written, and our idea was to have

six weske of mschool on the station and then go out for six weeks taking
our school boys, who were not youngaters you see, they wers, say
botfggE;Eiffgjf_:fi_figffszi:a, that sort of age. Taking'with us as
our carriers, go to one of theae villages, or perhaps take a longer
trak and have camp fire services, very informal aervioea.

You nay imngino we tried to get aomcth;ng a0TOSS to them and then
the boys would come along, and they would go over all.we had aaidf
it wan a mattér not of preaching the Jospel, but just making the_faots
of the Gospel known. |

Did people reapOnd raadily to the Gospel?

Wlll they respondod to na, and we thought thoy were raaponding
to the Goapel.: Now before we want out there Mr and Mrs Hnrriu told

us thare were five hundred believers in the distriot, we found out

that *AVA ﬁrﬁmg, which they thought meant 'I believe, really meant
Ty

'1 acoept', that is they accepted the faots that you told them and

——

Wpreee

"naturally it was operating in their hearts, but I doubt it there was

_,___..u---"—"-_

any réally fully conmittod ohrintiuna where we went though thera

was a band of about X douan men, who went by the nnmos of christians,

who were christians, but were naturnlly vary uninltruntod but wsnting
plowisbitiuloid

all that we oould giva them whethe¥ it was the Gospel or whether it

was toachinz I don't think they }'ew the difforenoe botvoon uohool

and mission, thsy would call any miaaion,'mohool, angd. nny uehool, misaion.

The two things were mnddlad 1n their uinda for [ very long tim&.
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wall s7tar a while we chome thres pairs of these young men to go snd
start 1itsle schools in three picked villages, one the chief village
and two others. “hey had a hut out thers and a black‘bgard and & fow
gzlates and so on. »hat we did after our aix weeks oﬁ'the utatiaﬁ
teaching, we would go out and viait thoga people. We had huts
built: auraalves in those villuges. us would go out aﬁd-at:y with them,
=halp th&m and 8o on, That I think helued to got the wark to & oartain
extent 1 won't may eatablished, but tawarde getting aatabliahed in
those particular three villages. Neturally. thero were longer trips
as well, | |

~ué.you roemembar the itime when the people first came to rially
uﬂdorsﬁand Qhat the gospel-was about in‘your'aréa? How di&'it-cogo
about?

‘Fo I don't beosuse I don't know of any auﬂden oonversiona.. I
don't ¥now that anyhody re-lly kmew whnn he was conVartad though
taere came & time when during a service somebody, in the first instanoe
they'wsre all men, would stand up, put his hend up, I don’t know. why,
and aay ‘Ala. Irawd, this expression 'I sooaept'. Prob&bly that might

R et s i
{ have baan his - aonvaraion, some sort of deoision thﬂt way have heen -

nade beforenand und thin wae tha time he exproaand it hefora- the

ehuroh. I don't think they were days of sudden oonVarnionm if a0 W

didn't knnw about them, it waa a gradwgl and growing into and anocsvting

‘the implic.tiona m” the Gosnel, which taok yeara to: work oat.

[

-Warqudu.an your.own_far @ long.timo or whnnﬂdid others come to
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We wers there at Kiaa}d’a, I think it must have been about eight
yeara and we had no fellow workers. Yes we did Mr nnd Mre Wilson
were there at first, but they very soon went, nnd thnn Mr. and Mrs
Reinhardt oane, they didn't settle in very well. Aotually it seema
an odd thing to say, but they weran't reully'suited for misaionary _
wo:k They want to Angola, there they ntaycd fbr a few yenrn, but
thﬁy,went baok to Amerioa, and axcept for those two wo_hnd no,onn
theré at Reerarm | |
| pid you find that the Afriocans had much of a‘gunsé'of huméur?
._ Did you hava any hmorous incidents? .

Ok Yes, they had. I don't think it was our humour at all. Yéu,
thut came out round tha camp fires when thay vnre going into fits
of 1aughxor over some of their own 1ittle tghlcq_and atpxioa. _Wa
didn't always kmow what they were laughing at;'thay 6ert§1n1j'did.
.I think I would swe them up as baing.rasponnibio:sort of.pebplcg

aort‘bf.inteiligent poopie, fun loving, light hdﬁrtéd, in thoase days,

| but certainly they oould sccept renponsibility. : /% O \51 / ‘7 I
May I digress. That I think was helped tremondounly, hoouuso :

while we were at Kiaa}a‘n, we were asked to leave the work thore,
and go to Luammen for six mon‘tﬁg ', a rainy seaszon there, .boon‘mo |
Mr and Mrs Jakémnn had hadtﬁo-go for h&al&h'fotnonslforﬁépe Town,

- and 'bhey cmzldn't get back during the vet soaaon. o

‘n'e weare vory indignent, it seemed 111« saying their work wan
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nefare wa wont we hald a conmnion service in the hush, aitiing

on tras trunks., I czn't renember what we hal for wins, it mizht

A MIAIURE o ebd TAM o buH T ez
have heenxia&éé&:é:mA T oan't rememher, and we had musk instead of
Lread., I don't know if your horrifiad at all this?

O3 no, 1'm not horrified at all.

s thay earrisd on with their e-ommunion services., Ve didntt
sugea2t Lo then af all that thev should take &n offering, hut they
hagded up an offeriny whan we got back and informafion that KuRimaw?®
had been suspended until They could talk 1t over with us. TNow I think
that maede them realise that they were the ohurch, snd I'm sure that

has af ected thae work rigant froz the besiuning. They were the ohurch,

tney weren't Japendant on uvs the white pespie. It moant they were

O S

ow in recent

ready for becoming sn {ndependsnt church, all tlizggynﬁrw“haﬁarnff%g‘“‘

pid you have any very great 1ifficulties, B
vears thevv'e had very henvy rains which have epugsd prohlems, T
guppese you nhad that kind of thing? Did vou hava any famines, wny
problems of that 3oTt?

Ho terrific roins, we trakrael in evary month of the year, 1 doantt
msan all through six months at a time, 'There wasn't a month of the
vear when we wersen't out, crossing rivers wes a bit diffieult sometimes,
and the hoys ¥mew enough to guide us ag to where we should go.

We had no partioular droughts, as far =8 I imow, pq,partiaular
diseasas, enfaoctions diseases, T mean. Tie'd had the ﬁr&fﬁary things

1ike whoopinz cough out in the villages, that Ifve alresdy mentioned,
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bat noihing purticvlsar, ) [ _é !45;*‘”1 i jle

ware there any great times of blasaing that you can remember?

¥o, I don't think so, it seems to me as I look back 1t wes all

A gradunl swakening, It was a steady work of the quy Spirit,

gradually ravealing one thing after another, showing them thi-zga in

thair lavas tnat vers incowpatahle with the Joapol, and working 1n

spitsjni the fact “that ve nade endlass ﬂ{atnkaa. wae y wont out with

ell bhe vwewnonceivad idaas that you cnul&n't ba a christian and

vou o5 ld 1'% allow them to call themselvaes ohrtutinna unloss thuy

storped beer drinking, though beer was almost @ naoessity for their
¢ oomer AR

d.Letn "
Hna gid that work outb in the end°

it dxdn't, I think it was a hindrance, and ia still ® hipdranna
—M '

possibly. _ _ .
.35 yow mean to say thet they atopped duing iﬁ'ultimgfély.o: ,

they Alantt stop doing 1t? | |

_:Thaf stogped d@ing it, they storped tﬂking part in beer drinks,
but iﬁ.méant that n lot of them, although they didn'f undgfgtanﬁ-ifi
did give up some of thelr drinking on ordinary baor.driﬁki, theh
they really needed hecanse if you wero on trek thoy didn't have &
deal hefore they went . Thvy had one meul " day in tuo”e days and that

whuld be in the evaning, but they needed thia drink, mﬂde from nille*t

r whataver it Wag.

ols! :>=:>

¥ tb*nk thone wiatnkaa,t think Ve mndu n aiuﬁ;k& w§tk ro#amé

-—-.-";_.-"'") .
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to pelyzamy, because before they eould understand anything, we 1aid

down the lsw, I think we wers too quick in laying down the lusw about

things, instead of letting the Spirit teach them as they had more of

CZ)\ the Gospal given to them, and sg it was tranglated, and as they oould

read for thensleves. We 1&*& down the law, you musn't do this, you

_musn'f do that, X think it wee = mzatake, it put = 1ot of people off

TS 2l e

I think ano*hﬂr very big mistake we mede was with regariﬂfb ““““““““

wno aoul% hava baer on our side, s 1t were on God'

Jahn, who wae the first convert, an absolutely invaluable peraon. He
wf::e¢ to go off to Livingstonia. &m I digrasaing too much.

@bt'aﬁ all, this is }ust exactly what wo want .

f'e wnntad to go off to Livingstonia, he hanrd shout L viﬁgstoﬁia,
he wanved to. go. Well the work w28 BO ,rimitive,'and we had £0
faw eatabliqped chr#gtiang, wa felt he was naed@d He didn't say
you musgygg heqause we're afrald of the London Wissionsry gOﬂin+y,
#nd tgg ﬁeaqhing you'll get there, e ma&;’gggj;;;;&;f;f not sl]nwiné
(3)_ him;féfreéliéé-fh@ subition of his life, Hats stayed with us, snd he's

A besn loysl t6 us, but I'm sure 211 the years thyough has h

W
\ fﬁfﬁﬂﬁf_ffl against the miasion hecanes of ue, becauss he weon't alluwnd

to gog It was & big mistake, booausa sotuelly in the end oivilisat=

S o

{camn with. such a ruqh, that you oouldntt go at this slow paoe.

wa vere going at & very alow puoe thinking that theze peaple

dldn't need hnrliqb when would-Engiiah nome to thum. Not reallsing

how quickly eiviliaation WASD goiny £n oome., and we ahould have haan
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'than e did, you ses, L o '25 (}‘ f; ELIﬁLr.

i

ﬂ

able-4o_nrepere them for it, but d‘dn’u. What aﬁi dsu WAS thay

“"—-—-ur-.-...___

RS
needad_the'ﬁospel, and we wanted to get the Gospel aqroas, but we
M e
didn't realise that we should also have been praparing then for a

- M o)

umoro c;vmliaa& 1ife whiob they would have to live later on.

i
That's an interesting point of view, beomuse ons 8o ofton haers

_the revarsed view expreused. Ons so often haars folk~say, 'Well our

5ﬁ§;ih q iﬁ to taka thé Gonpsl and not %0 impart aur ewn aulturo‘
hut youra ﬁxprnssiny an oppoaite vievw to that._' .

gall I'n looking back you see, I had all those ideas then, it

waé ﬁil'sn'primitive, why give them this, why”give them that, teach

' them 3 b:t of oarpontry, and that sort of thlng, bnt no ‘wider view.

1 dOn'ﬁ th;uz the Zouncila nt hone knew anytning more about tnings-

Thn work up north wapn ao different from nny of the work down
in the soutu. Thore was this eountry whﬂre wa were, the;SmmmualJ
district, abouth half the aize of Irclend, twu white puopla, L
government offiaial living bhare, and one trad¢smnn 1iving thﬂr&
about fourbeen miles from the station. “hoy were the only whito
peopla ig the_oquntry, and thgre'a no oappqr hglﬁ,

%han did thst come in? When 44d the nines start?'

Bsfovm wa laft, aatually there hnd bean a ccpper mine, ths start

of a conper mine before we went there, but 1% had olosed down.

'Transporh made it unaoonomic and so thnra wera ‘no white paaple 1n

the qquntry. They hnd to go right outsido tho country to sarn thelr tax.
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gverythins: was so vrimitive and we dildn't forsee the future at alw,_
d we couldn't resnlise these people needed help in-?ﬁriﬁus ways, It

sﬁ't only a mnttét of preaching the Gompel, is 1t? iThe.édspal haa

ot % be brought into the whole of life. I mean God ia the God of
the wh@le of lifo.

I suppose one haa to as you had to in the sarl: daya, one has

:iiflas muab as preach it, demonatrntu it ‘one. way at another.
”hat is aiways the only way, gatning confidanno isn't it? Nowv
that iﬁ where that little baby Kapiji hulpad us, thnt in I think |
that ia whare trekklng, not staying on a statian, but gning oub, T

think tha» helped us. I mean, wes would havo 4 oaok boy come %o us

 .an&=say;"Bwana, I don‘t want to stav any longur 1n your serviaa

J;;yeu wove ahout too much'. You mee we di&n't wnnt this uottled
1ife ﬁn\a atation, but if we were to be known wa haﬁ to trek in those _

day:

%e:had to know their ountons, know their 11fe, we hnd to trak.
- Fertunatgly, I thin? it was Fortunate thut my huaband hnd that sort
of 2 a anirit, r:ﬁj}ggg«gp;rit I mean, he oauld aavar havq sat down on
a station with adbout twonty atation pnoplo or . fow peaplﬁ un& Juat
1enrn 1anpuape or that aort of thing.
You did master tha 1sngunge unltimataly v both of you, I nunposn?
To & aertain extant I +hink aatually hin 1angunga was much mere,
tht's tho wnrd I want, Iinguznatio. |

ﬁall hore Wwe. are. on the other side of tbo tape Mrs ?irouot it'u
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been mrrvellous, you know you've heen talking for nearly an hour, it's

ineradible, 1sn't it?
| 1t is irnoredidble.

:I'was going to ask you mbout the guestion of persccutioﬁ, wag
there any resotion among the other folk around when folk atarted
responding to the ;ospal, snd the church atartnd boing fornpd.

? ”here wasn't any p«rsonution, thsra wus onpanitinn which cune
élon@;%ue lina of the nedessity of breaking with soms heathen
oustons 1f they were really going to follow Christ, and as that
affected not only the person himaelf who dropp&d a éustcm; bat
ﬁffgctéd the whole oqmmunity. There was opposition aloﬁg fhat lino. 

.;ﬁid you,got‘the chiefs and people 1ike that up againat you?

En, ve didn'* aver get people up aqainst us. It workéd out in
this WRY . ﬂaw there was » woman wvho was & thiatian, aha was mnrriod
Before ghe LEE married she should have gone through all tha initintion
ceremonies but becazuse she was & christian, she didn't. MNow 1if
_ you ﬁgﬁ't go'through thése sceremonien yuu'li never have any children,
or 1f you do have any ehildren, thev'll all dié. WQJI;'shs didn't
go through them, and she had 2 lovely little boy, but . within two
years that little doy died of faver, he had m;lnria, qn nnlarped
spleen, snd so on.

Well that meant that it was very hard. for peonla to break with
. that psr*icular eustom, Wom, a man, ons of the orieintl twalve, his

gifo_died. How. bmfnra he could nerry nguin, he hnd to so0 through
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soms cusiem which was an adulterous cuatom of interc urse with
snother wonan Wefore he would he freed Irom the defilement of death.
i exn?t think now, It was along that line that the opposition cane
neeanse your abtitnde affected the whole village, the life of the

villuge. r?é;rzgmv?;“‘ ?Ligiij

dow arother nan I think of, was an upatanding christian. His

Fathor had sald horore he died, In the neuring of peopls that 1f his
daash wos coused by witcheraft. I have forgotten how it worked outl,
but b sny rate his 3pirit would somehow or -other deal vith that,

I can't romamber how it came out, but one day we heard that this
partioulsr nan had been arresteud For sonething to do with witclhorafi.
When wa got the whole astory, what hupponed'waa this,

o Ko Lawpis “ather died, and the hody was prapared for huriel.

4

* Kall{anda was one of the bearers to take this bedy to bs burled.

‘9</

%Eﬁ‘I;Landu said that as ha went round the house, he eould not go
straishh on, he hud to go round the house. I think that was the
airn that bad been given if the death had bsen cauged by witohoratt,
someLow or other ho wouldn't be ullowesl to go straight off to the

wurisi. T caanot veally remeubur what £t was all about, but it memni

.

that#ﬁali;kanda was saying that, and those that were with hin wers
seyinz that the poople in that house had aaused the death of his
fathev. Jell thai came to the ears, I don't know how they dexlt witk
it, it ceme to the esrs of the people, andﬁku{i’kyndn wag arrestsd,

and T think he was imprisonsd Tor six nonths,.
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In ways like t{hat you see they were terrified of witchoraft,

—a—

berrifisd. 31015 |”Ll<oJ@

Jow tell me about the initiation oceremony, was there looking back

now, was there anytning sort of anti-ochristian about these initiation
osremonias?

1 think what ws ought to have done, was we oould easily have
christianised them if we had nown about them, we didn't lmow about
them, It was largely physioal, the enlargement of the heart to ensble
an eazy birth, but also conneoted with it was & lot of teaching of
the old people, the grandmothers who would be teaching them things
which they gave uz the impression wera that they didn't comply with
the ohristiap teaching,

I see, not conaistant with 1t?

Not consiatant with it. MNow had I been & nurse, or a more
kmowledgable person, and huad we mown more langusges, and we could
have got Into real conversation with these people about it, we should
bave taken a very different attitude. The other missionaries, of I thin:
the Breé}en people, took the same attitude at the time., But I am
sure e wWore wrong,

Heve these attitudes heen modified now with the years, or has
the mission stuok with these?

i should think the mediocal workers have put that right., I wouldn't
know hecause I don't know to what extent witohoraft, I mean witohoraft

hasn't died out, the fear of witchoraft, hasn't died out, not really
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you see, and so it's diffieult to know. In faot I have bsen told
that awven though now quite mature christiuns still-havq'this lurking
fear in thair minds, .
| of eourse ws nade the mistake of thinking that witch doctors
were ali evil paople, but they weren't you see. A ‘witch dostor
wan v*ry usaful in. tra way of prescribing mndieine and ao on,

ﬁg%here scrﬁ of nataporios or gredes of these nsﬁ?

:Yea tnere were, I dont't ¥now what they are now, bux thoro were
some who could put thes on to quite good medicino. | |

jous wera kind of herballsts, were they?

E@q they were.

_ uﬁ than I aupposo thera wers othera who were damdn possenueﬁ?

';fﬁamon posaeaaeﬁ, yes.. Thsrs was anothar intareatinﬁ woman,jh&Wn,
who was al#o . wife, har huaband hed gone. off to osrn his tax, 5he
want ha@k to heg-village. We happened to frek through thet villagg
and'Qanﬁundgﬁmgﬁw ostracized. She had a liﬁtie'b;by;.and aﬁs had
taken fhe hahy back to the village, and now the baby had died, GShe
tb%d us that whﬁt happﬁned wag she was aitting with th. baby. Thn.
haby wua lying thare on the ground nsar har,.nnd uomnthing hnpptned
whioh she dldn't undarstand. 3he didn't kndw why the baby criod
uethnr she wasn't near onough to knaw why the haby oriad or not, T

don't know. At nny rata the. rnault WAS tha babios lex bocano very.
gwollen, terrlbly 3wollen, and a let. of oongaalod blnod, I think sh o

gaid,'gamerfrom it.and the hahy died.
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Yow immedfately the head of the village wanted to oall in the

witph_'do_c-.tor, & Tesl witch doctor who would #ind out about it, and

ghe dldn'b wanbt hinm. She said that es & oﬁristian ah@'diﬁn't have
anything do to with that. Howsver ahe had to and they fomed P circlo
thera, ‘and she sort of sat there amongst them. 'I'ho witoh dootor was

poing ‘bo £ind cut who had killed the haby. Aotunlly her 1:l.f9 was

ayga mmn, an alﬂarly wrman, stmding up md nor‘k oi seruming
TR
out ﬁomething to the effect that she had killed the baby. She uud

the werd a.te the baby, and she aaid she was poueuod with some spirit

and «sha would give s blanket or sorething or other ir anly thay eonld

ARLINA
f‘roe her frcrm the spirit. This =meant that M& wl.u doolarsd to bhe

) innocsant bu:ts ycm sec 17 that hadn't happmud x d.un't lmmr whnt

) _S.'PH_.(‘}P\

| would hnwo happonud tom.

hasa thingu, it was not pers.eution, thno thingl thoy ver.

a0’ terrifiad of. If you acparted from th-n cmtm n:l.l wcmld

: coms, beoauso of course their sooial life wculd. _' :

k’nll thunk you ever so muoh Mrs P:lrouot.;_ ..

.- : _I haven"b‘ lookod et thu notes, | -
_',.:‘rou haven't looked nt them onoe. Jolly. good. h :
'_I Imew of other th:l.ngu that one oould 'halk n‘bont.
Thrh's ria;ht 'bh:la is vnry, vury holpm |

: _.‘_'15 if? I'n glld you think se, I hppe 1 h:'nn't givon you the

}So I'm sure you haven't,




