Cover sheet for an interview conducted in Zambia:

Mr. Peter K. Sayila
17" November 1976 in Manyinga (Kabompo District)

Brief Biographical sketch (created after the interview, n.d.):

Born: 1913 at Katuba (Kabompo District)

1934: Started school at Manyinga

1934-41: In school at Chitokoloki (Standard IV received; 1941 certified teacher)
1941-43: At Kamapanda mission

1943: Married

1943-46: At Chitokoloki again (Standard V1)

1946-48: Chilimbana for Higher School Certificate (HSC)
1948-49: Taught at Chitokoloki

1949: Opened Loloma Upper Primary School
1949-60: Manager, Assistant Manager or Group Headmaster in Kabompo District
1960: Headteacher at Loloma Primary School

1961-64: Kanongesha Primary School Headteacher
1965-73: Kamapanda headteacher

The original cassette recording still exists. Two audio WAV files were
created: one for each side of the recording and a CD-R generated. Side one
of the cassette ended in the middle of the paragraph near the bottom of page
13 as indicated on the transcript; this is the beginning and ending of each
WAV file.

Note: Mr. Sayila made some very interesting, quotable statements. In the
transcription, especially see page 10 for his excellent comment on the
concept of “tribe” being in part a creation of the colonial government; and on
page 15 note his thoughtful comment on the color bar of the late colonial
days and how teachers were often caught in the middle.

Attached to the end of the interview transcript is an extract from the Ministry
of Education files (in Solwezi in 1979), dated 22" December 1953. This gives
another interesting, quotable comment by Mr. Sayila. After being written a
letter disciplining him as a Manager in Kabompo and he replies very
thoughtfully and mentions his “black skin and the territorial intimidation. .. .”

General note on ail interviews and interviewees: Thesc cover sheets were created from old notes 25 years ago. They contain key
manuscript information in each interviewee’s file. Ofien there is a short chronology of the interviewee’s life written at the time of the
interview. Most interviewees by this time (2006) are deceased; hence the huge potential value of this old interview. All interviews
focused on education in the Notth West Province of Zambia mainly in the period from World War IT until the 1970s. They often
contain information on other topics that in some way related to education. All interviewees were in some way leaders of their own
community or missionaries who had spent much of their life in the N.W.P Most interview transcripts contain rectangular boxes for,
or with, 5 numbers. These were used to code key data for research and writing in this pre-computer era. These codes are now
meaningless for me and for any one else. Unless noted otherwise, these interviewees can be used by scholars without restrictions.
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INTERVIEW: P. DAVID WILKIN WITH MR. PETER SayILA
AT MANYINGAL, KAEBOMPO DISTRICT, ON 17TH NOVEMBER

1976 AT 9.30-12:00 HOURE ~ -
HEANARICE

Mr, Sayila: Hra. Wilkin is in my heuse and has aSkud me ta tell him ———
j A dd

'
5 ~

about the,?lqi?r»~ t.'s dlStliqt% o amnd $iﬁm¢ Pathl Iﬁiﬂf,

Randd Ans
T am the son of bamunyxna oay11a1’WHB’G;: one of the headmen in

—————

this district. I was borm about 1913 at Katuba and I have been in thls

q enmfzaﬂmuﬂ ajr M. a Sthatl i
district ever since. In 193 I came—to~thT 1;Lbbj;;£g;1“ﬁtarfﬁé"t
wis ok ¢ e Jlod e S on tHun st

Manyinga. I°was one of the first students at this school. Also I was

the first Christian to be baptisedlat that school. From 1934 to 1941

T was at Chitokeloki deing my schooling and then my training and in

,jgr this area.

(o

Kamgpanda Mission Station in Mwinilungi. (This was in 1941.) 1. =

1041 I became one of the first certificatedteach

WA ‘ P
; I first of all uemt to
! n
stayed there until 1943, Then I came back to Chitokoloki to help
and stayed at Chitokeloki from 1943 to 1946 when I went to Challmbana
Couwese
to do my E.T.C. as this teachers?&was calied at that time. I stayed

) ich . .
at Chalimbana for twe years after‘ﬁieﬁ T came back to Chitokoloki

to teach one year, 19&8—191}9. 3 "} J 6“1:5:‘

In July, 1949, I came to Loloma to head the new upper school which
was started there. (This is now Loloma M"A".) ind when the late Suckling
‘died in %2§§, the two districts, Kabompo and Zambezi, were divided
educationally. Two native authorities in Zambezi did their schcools

separately. The Luvale Schools were managed by MHr. Willie Mwondela

and the Lunds Schools were managed by Mr. halufwelo. -The Manyinga

P .

Native Authority in Kabompo asked me to manage their schools. T
was the Manager of Schools in Kabompo, and because of the political
QA
difficulties at that, tine, beeswse there was no one to help the people,
. wiiigxi i olilec

k . # S ¢ mf Sedvieeo .,
éﬁme scross a lot of difficulties and found mysel demoted several

Trao Loz d MR
t¥mes. Trom Manager of Schools, I becane Manager's issistant. Then

Manager's Representative. Then Group Headteacher, and at this time

T was at Kabomio Soheedt—et—¥ekeomre bona managing the schools - doing
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e- (Bl dold

A1l these=meleods, except very ffew schools in Kabompo, were all
lo
managed, supervised by me. 1 the buildings. I cholge. the sites;

(e . :
Hade meetings with neadmen. Calied-peeoptrzs. I did all this until

1960 when I was asked to go back to teachinge Trey=sekd because of
SM
my ill health -1 suffer from asthma. I became Headmaster of Loloma

School again, at its present place. I stayed there only one year ,Julky L0
Fulag Mo camtots
& juwd96l, and transferred to Kanongesha School.fromkl961 toﬁl964 in

Beeemer, Then in January 1965, I came to Kamapanda and I stayed at
Kamapanda from Junmary 1965 to September-l975 when I retired. I |
came back to Kaboupo, because this is my place, and L am now settled

L ubalee nu
at Lelewa near Loloma "A" which I headed agnﬂb dﬁasheriiaYtzrq iy
j— ¥

Mr. Wilkin: Thank you very much. I would irke L5 aq% jdﬂ a
questions about the very interesting story that you've just told\uS.
Is there any particular reason why you went to school? Was your
father a Christian who told you to go? Did you run away from
home?
Mr. Sayila: It is difficult to tell why I went to school. My
father was not educated, nelther was he a Christian. He was
justbgﬁii;:;:iizi man, but a great man in the community. When
the school came, I was one of those who were just caught ub with
the interest and then it happened that I was at school. In fact
I was already a big boy when I started my schooling. I didn't
fail; I went on, ex=ntlthough there were difficulties.

My father actually didn't like this. ﬁe thought that I
was a lazy boy and didn't like me to continue. DBut my mother -
I cennot forget her help - urged me to go on in spite of the
difficulties. Uy main friends, who were my &ge, left and some
went to the Copperbelt or married. Bﬁt I kept on until I

finished my school.
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Mp. Wilkin: Do you remember who your first teachers were in

™

b

those days? 4#3o, what subjects were you studying - did you::
have standards or what? ”
Mr. Sayila: My first teachers were Ir. Je?fsgn Kadimba, the
father of the D.E.C. in Solwezi now, and Mr. FPaul Mumbwandi -
¥r. Kadimba's education at that time, I think, was not even
higher than standerd II, but he happened to be the Head of the !
school. His friend, Mr. Mumbwandi, was oniy.about Standard I
or even lowere. They only knew how to read the Bible. In fact
they were evangelists who were sent by the mission to help.
They helped us. S
I happened to be one of the bright students or scholars
in the school. When Mr. Samuel ibilishi came to inspect « in
foct it was not to inspect but to see - the work set here by
the mission from Chitokoloki, he examined‘us in Pecember i935.
Ee found that I was doing vefy well and was one of the few in
the district recommended to go to Chitokoloki. In January 1536,
in just less than two years of school at Hanfinga,.I went to
Chitokoloki boarding school where I did my Standardsl cdmmemed
ast—gp to Standard IV and teachers' training. I could not do
Standard VI as the first Standard VI had just started and as
I said my father was not educated and I was the only person in
the family who had started education. Seeing that I had &11ﬁti{$’
children behind me - my nephews and so on ',I started to go to
teacher training so that I could start working earlier than
othfrs. T became a teacher just after two years training
;;Eﬂg;andard IV,eﬂ*»Lbﬂﬁlem’
I was sent to Kamapanda, as I have said. After Kamapanda

I czme back and found that I was not satisfied with the education
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There also I did very well. I found boys who had already done

Standard V and Standard VI A (as it was called st that time)

or # (uppe%ias-they called it). We sat together in Standard VI
and I was number two. This gave me a place to go to Chalimbéﬁa
for Higher Teachers Course. There I stayed two years.

Mr. Wilkin: Can you remember some of your teachers at Chitokoloki

EIARANACER

lr. Sayila: The teachers were Mr. John Mwondela, Mr. Samuel Mbilishi,
and Madaraih Nduimba as Headtader

when you did your training course?

addibn T

!?9 4&Mr. Yotamiuhila, lir. lMoses libongo - fhose were the first Standard'
L
i\ IV teachers. it that time they were the most highly educated
?mmm teachers in the whole district, and in the province in fact, and .
D
s they taught us. lr. Caldwell, one of the missionaries, helyped
?Ew also to tesch the first Standard IV at Chitokoloki and the late |
;] Mr. Suckling started Standard V. &nd thoge re_the téachdrs.
3 7-33'1 GT! Sl
) Then Mr. Heed, an M.A., who came, started the teachers
‘) (]
’ﬁ‘wfﬂ' training. This training started in 1937. Cur group was number
a. T
ﬁﬁg‘ﬁ three in the training. By'ﬂunﬁ%r. Kalufwellt was already in

Group Two and Mr. Nkanza end others were in Group One. Those

g Qo pette Lol Qu.wd,f
were the teachers. Waﬁ“ AV m P Ao
athJutecsd w5 B

L LhTOu;. \;&;;1 cswumin ’5§?1 7}4_12_ ‘/ J“* <

WMr. @Wilkin: When you first started as a ‘young man, what was your

school day ike - was it a half day, what subjects did you

study; vwhat languages did they use, and so forth?

Mr, Sayila: &s T szid earlier on, the teachers were not well

educated. What we had to learn there was mainly Scrivture,

arithmetic, vernacﬁlar, and gbit of nature study. Then, becaﬁse

ocur school was new we had to zs the big boys spend most of the

day making bricks for our classroom block, when I was at school.

The whole morning we were out making bricks and in the afternnon
g - rovr

we went into the-weimBl to do these few lecsons.

Mr. Wilkin: ere you living and eating at home or would you

1ive at the school and the food be provided?



Mr. Seyila: &£t the first school at Maﬁinga, I was at home.

My home was about 27 miles from the school and every mornizgzwe had

to come running to school and then every evening going buc&fbgye.

This is where my father did not like me, becauce the whole day I

was out and could not help in the fomily except Suturdays when I

gave a little help.

Mr. Wilkin: Were you the onl“ one of his children who was educated?

HMr., Sayila: I was the first and only one educated, because I was J

the last in the family. My brothers were already old at that time
LhuiRd e

2nd had sews cvel.

Mr. Wilkin: Well, later on when you did get you education was your 

father proud of you? Did he later forgive you for having eatep;. g

his food and not helping in the fields?

Mr. Sayila: Unfortunately, my father did not live up to the time o

when I ended my education. This made me very sad, because if he

was alive I could say, when I gave him something, thst this was

what 1 was doing. -éa% my mother came to the end; just to the

end, of my teacher training. With my first monthly money, I

bought her a blanket. Then T left her at home, thinking of

bringing my dear mother to stay with me. Before I did, she also

passed away in 1942. LS; 8 \é / o

Mpr. Wilkin: In Kabompo area we have always at the problem of

language. «t that time what language were they using at Manyinga?

Mr, Szyila: At that time at Manyinga we were using Lunda. There

were so many schools. &t Chikonkwelo, they used Luvale. =xt

Chiyengele,, Luvale. it Ch;\ mbi, Luvale. These were the schools
. -

that %ﬂmm together with Manyinga. +~t Manyinga the population were

mostly Lunds and even the teacher who was sent here, Pr. Yadimbs ,

was Lunda, so we had Lundsa. [::;}'? \Ca ! '7 hL

Mr. Wilkin: In those early days, were the few schools scattered

around Kabonmpo under the control of George Suekling, or what
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Mr. Sayila: &4t that time we were part of Balovale District and

all the schools were controlled by Mr. Suckling, of the CI“L

mission. He was manager of all these schools. .
: KK TANIRA

My. Wilkin: Let me ask you very specifically about George Suekling.
One person I've talked to has very hard opinions of him, that he
lived very fancy and was not a very good man. Cther people I've
talked to feel that he was the person who brought the best education
of all the missionaries. He was obviously & controversisl men.
In fsct it appears to me thet Zambezi/Xabompo has provided most
of the Lunda/Luvale educated men in Lusaka today. I would like
you to comment rather freely about him in relation to other
missionsries, in education.

Mr. Sayile: WQAcould.call Mr. Sucklingwiﬂfifiizﬁifmiizfifi?n.‘wWé :

owe a lot to him. He has (or did) a very great job in educatiné

Lfricans. Ze sometimes su? rfered a lot of cr1t1c1sms from h1s

\ fgllow missionaries. In fact they wrote dek overseas to say that
:!\he had left his religious work and that he was educatlnw,ifrlcuns.
| The other missionaries in our denomination, CNKL, did notk;;e
Africans to be educated. Probably they knew that to educate
4fricans, they would one day rise up and understand their position
in the world, so they tried to make things difficult for him.

But he did not mind. He went on agd he was a great man. & man

5oy ol mort thak

who hadhforeolghted splrlt. ¢ helped us very much and we all owe’

a lot to him.

Mr. Wilkin: So your impression is very favourable in education.

Mr. Sayila: Yes, very much. 3 é) ! Cf aQ

Mr. Wilkin: How would you compare the education that you saw here

in Zambezi/Kabompo under his control with that you saw at

Kamapanda and in the Kanongesha area?



——

WwiEiian
Mr, Sayila: The first time that I went to Kamapanda was 1941.

ha ¥
This was when I came from training. In Mwinilunga, the education

was very low at that time. And that is why a lot of young\men
from Mwinilunga came to Chitokoloki to do their education.
Because there was very little done in Mwinilunga, they came to
Chitokoloki. It is difficult fo compare. Lembezi and Kabompo
; Lo .
was not comparable to any other. It was higher. It had the first
" .
education and upper schools. In fact they had the first teachers
' ot Sy

and better education than Mwinilunga, Solwezi, Kasempa wwd the

whole province. . l:;? 12‘ igl :l*;%;m

Mr. wWilkin: So the missionaries at Kamapanda were not as keen

in developing an educational system?

Mr. Sayila: Yes. DBecause Kamgéanda was run by one of those
missionaries who was against the education of the Africans.
(¥Mr. Cunningham was at Kamapanda.)

Mr. Wilkin: In relation to education, how would someone like
Cunningham h:ve felt about the learning of English? Would he
have been against this as sinful or what?

lr. Sayila: Yes. He would. I have concrete examples to give.
He didn't like ai first to send in people to go to Chitokoloki.
Oné'ggfgnga?; Mr. Stanley Tepa. He was refused permission to

go to Chitokoloki to study higher education. The; said what he

had learned was enough to read the Bible, and that was all.

They didn't like people to learn. ;3 3 b2l

You have mentioned Mr. Buckland. He was one of the worst
missionaries. He didn't like Africans to speak iZnglish or even
wear shoes! He was against this. Hé didn't like people to come
into his house with shoes on their feet.

Mr. Wilkin: What you have said, I have heard from soneone else

who said almost the same thing.
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While we are talking aﬁout'the missionaries in general,
we can say that Mr. Suckling was keen on education. Hﬁgt
about in other ways? Was he, or other missionzries, kgen on
other kinds of education, such as the planting of treeéj;iq other
words, a broader type of education? What was the feéliﬁg of
the diffe renkg;\"é’;'?ups?
Mr. Sayila: Let me talk about Mr. Suckling sgaine Besides
education, he knew africans or the Christians, would need
independence sometime, S0 he taught them business. AL
these business we sgg;the Kabompo/ “ambezl areasand Mwinilunga
was his work. He taught them and the first people to have
business were at Chitokoloki and the other misasionaries were alse
against this. They did not like it. He taught then also !
carpentry work. It was the best carpentry Qork in the Whoie

™

prdvince. Zven up to now, when you gO to Chitokoloki, you will
i i ;§&§§£%¥$¢;nr

find the carpentry work there is much better than 4

Je= other distriects. This alsc apnoyed the other missionaries.

o . . N . + o 4 wh e n -

He was doing this to help Aifricans. So that he would die

or they grew, they would know how to take their place and

wnow how to live. Not to depend on the Europeans; not to

be begging from Europeans. He did all this and was also

interested in improving the welfare of the ifricamns. AL

some time the government messengers at the boma mistreated

P ]

people. They did many evil things. They were killing

peo.le. ‘hen he ﬁ;;;& aﬂ;ﬁf-;;j“he made a row. He went to

see the P.C. at Hongu to tell himhthe people were being
beaten, even killed sometimes, because they had not paid taxes,
or because they did not obey the DCs. He fought very much

apnd proved it and won the case. In fact gil what we have

today, we owe to HMr. Suckling.

L eebi o R AT o e A A A i g
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Mr. Seyila: Tt is difficult to tell. Otherwise ir. Suckling

MEIWIFSEy

Mr., Wilkin: In the lsst two months, you haven't talked to™

tir. Chizawu have you? You are saying almost identicel thingsi
Mr. Sayila: No. I didn't even know I was to be interviewed:

Mr. Wilkin: It shows you both agree on these points @nd this is

important to know.
Let me zsk you more about government which you h:ve

mentioned here. Very briefly. Would you say that by the 1930s
and 1940s, government was keen on encouragzng thjbfifiijiiZj
expand education, or not?

would not hove started educating. I think they were encouraginge..

I

But Mr. Suckling was the one trying to urge the government to

help him to do this, to educste iLfricans. The government at

o

thut tlme dld ver, Illttle. I tnink thet he ©id more on his

own. I rememberhye were in the boarding school more than the

government allowed pimisiks to stay. He paid, znd bought food
and clothing, for the extra out of his owd “funds.

\ie were more than 200, not only in the upper section,
but even in the lower seption. Like & said, I went to Chito-

koloki when I was in Standard I. I was not in the upper section,

' but was allowed to stay in the bosrding, =nd there were SO many -
I of us in the lower section. The government only allowed

" ehildren in the Upper section to be in the bezrding school.

§ But because he wanted us to hear the Word of Jod, he allowed

" us. Most of us were ckristians ot that time. [Lg/af i /f\.

i

Mr, Wilkin: Just a comment for your own intere-t. 4s 1 told you,
T have read a lot of letters of your own in the government
records. Hr. Puckland was reporfed by Mr. Holmes to be totally
sntagonistic te african education. e did not even want

tir. Buekland at Lumwzna to even have government aid.
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Let me ask you now a sensitive, but important question.

T,

What influence would you say that the tribal tensions of
Kabompo, from the 1930s or 1940s up to Independence, had on
education? 4t one time it was even advocated to use English

and not any other languzge.
o suse ot Q'aaauld oay el ke B

ir. Sayila: In fact the people here do not likento be. together.

The Luvale peOple pulled on their side and the Lunda people

pulled on their side. Mainly these two - the Chokwe and Luchazi
ntA- s HDxd |

(were lesgomeewmbrsmt)., So in old times where the lLuvale saw the

Lunda people doing something the ZLuvale did not like, they would

prefer the Luvale doing that thing. Or where you found the

Luchazi reople doing something, the Luvale would say the same.

"

However, one good thing is that although they talk about it, in
T — ) .
their own homes and villages, they are friendly. The Europeans, a

not the missioncries, but government brought_ﬁpis. Because they

it

have this, what they say 'divide and rule'. This they did to

try and divide us. They came and found one tribe and said

“you are a very important tribe énd if you are not careful, you
Ifwill‘find yourzelf defeated by that tribe and then they go to
5the other tribe and say "Oh, you are very imporiant". They

i wanted always the Lunda and Luvale people to fight against

| Ao Ha - ,

' each other. o 'were not politically matured ameé they took EA)2411€£h%5
cogd ) :

ayb from the DCs and DOs. Then this has been planted in the. mizds. .

' GwﬂvaduLJuadbu

of the LuvaI@ people, especlally the old peefée Kow, this tine,

I advise the young men of all the trlbeq in Kabompo thut they should riet
try to not look at the tribe but they should look @t the quality of
someone doing a job, because if we look &t tiie tribe we shall

always be behind., There may be a Lunda who is weak and whe does not

know his job - because the majority of the people are Lunda _ﬂ£§§

b Aot

A% he-#% chosen to a job, that job will not be done properly.
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There may be a Luvsle, a Luchazi, or a Chokwe. If he is hopeless,

but chosen by people in favour of him who went him in that "
particular plzce, he will be there to stay without doing any-

thing. So the tribe is nothing. What we want is the gualit
'O : y

of someone; the help we get from someone. For example, if
councillors put together talk about development of the area, and

if someone there stays there beczuse he was put there for his

. ~ ]
tribe only, he will do nothing a&d—l'-g-e-t help..td whe oot [?“""’"

RNZ216]l2l6

¥r. Wilkin: In the same connection, I believe that the lunda

and Luvale in Zambezi agreed in about 1942 that they should be
separated from Barotse rule. VWere all Kabompo groups also in

agreement?

o

/
Tha g

Mr. Sazila:ﬁRight. We were together in the same district,
Zombesd; So when we say they agreed we are including Kabompo. | o
o U thad~

One additional point I would put $here, Zambezi District
only ended at Manyinga, at this river here we see. The other
side where Loloma "B"™ and Loloma "C'" (or Mission), was at that
time in Mwinilunga District. The other side of the Kabompo
Bridge was Kasempa District. 5o by 1947 the District Kabompo
was founded or separated froﬁ Balovale znd a bit was taken from
Mwinilunga and Kasempa znd Kaoma (which was Mankoya) to nake
Kabompo. So of the present Kabompo, only this Southern half
was Cfr@a Zambezi. The eastern, horthern and south-western were
from other districts.
Kr. Wilkint That makes things very clear. I can't think of any
thing else I'd like to ask at present.
Note: ir. M. Chimowa was present during this first part of the

interview and now asked a question. _ l 3 :7 éa l ? aQ

Mr, Chimowa: Lir. Sayila, you have told us that education at that

time was mancged by the missionsries, cen you tell if they only

wanted Christian c¢hildren to go to school? i
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Hir, Sayila: No, 1 wouldn't cheat, Mr. Chimowa. The children
who were in schoold- the.higgeat number were non-Christiagps,
from non-Christian homes. But the missionaries wanted very
such to see the children in school were converted and knew fﬁg
Word of God. This was in the back of their minds. They wanted
children to come first and they taught the Word of God. But
not to say "You should be & Christizn." Wo. They never. Hany
children who were in school were not Chrlsbaans. - vy

z 776, 1 V e

br. Wilkin: Would you make a coument on educatlon in the post-
Independence period?_ Is it closer to, and more in touch with,
the people? .
Mr, Sayila: ~t this time we =re very, very thankful. We ure
even telling our children that they are very lucky in this way'—ﬁ
that they h:ive the education facilities near them, For examsié,\
in our time, the only Upper School was Chitokoloki, 8 I have
said, so the people from Mwinilunga were to walk on foof - from
Kalene Hall, from the whole of Wwinilunga, #r passing through
nere to go to Chitokoloki. lhere was no transport at that time.
Tiere were no rooads. Feople from Kasempa - Muliinge and Futanda -
also came. They were a bit lucky as there was one road.
Transvort was very bad. A certain trader named kr. Duncan Sachula
nad started a road services (bus) business. But he had no bus,
only & lorry. Cn the lorry he put fish: and people all to-
gether from the Copperbelt. So the people from Kasempa had
transport, although noEtggod. But the people from Mwinilunga
and Kabom,o hazd to walk to Chitokoloki. It took us severeal
days carrying food on our shoulders. That is one thing.
inother thing, also, the only secondary school during my days
of education was liunali, in the whole of Zarbia. S0 it was
very difficult for people to find pluces - very, very difficult

indeed. This time now we are very lucky.
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slthough we zre still complaining thet it is not enough - and
always when somneone. gets something he will not say "I havgﬁw
got too much', he would like samethlng to be added - we are gggg
petter off educationally. Therehmany upper schools and many
secondary schools in the province. ixch district has a Secondafy
school which runs up to Form Five. ‘e are very fortun~te indeed.
bir. Wilkin: Would you say that the people feel nmore free to come
to the school and make comments on how to improve, etc., at this
time? Do they feel thst the school 1is pore theirs?
Mr. Sayila: Yes, at this time many people. That is why you find
ihat when children do not do well and the teacher has not taught
well and the children do not gqualify for Form I, they make a ToW.
T remember at Kslene a few years ago, the teachers were b193.1:<a'11~'vj""t
after the examination, after seeing oms thdt a very few chlldren
were selected. Feople nre Very, very keen and like their ch11dre£
to go to school. Zven the children themselves know thot the only
things they czn do in 1life is Dby being educated. I have seen 1t
myself. Uhen they g0 to the Copperbelt, they find that their
friends of the sume age &re enjoying the fruits of education, as
they are working in offices and SG Che [22:172:]:é£:[:§;]:§i] I~
ind I would also even add on that the education of girls
in our time was not as we 5e€ it today. People preferred to
send their boys to school rather than the girls. The number of
girls was VEIXy, very-zkui comp: red to the number of boys, beocause
they thought & girl was useless. Tuis was scecording to the

custom of the people here - & woman was taken to be low and not

regarded as anything.‘[gﬁe girls who becanme cducated, who went

up to Standardc IV, were very few. 1 remember in our class we had
only four girls znd those were the First educated girls who camne
as far as standard IV. ind out of those four only one went with

us for teacher training.
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This was Margaret I ; she is still living. 5he married

Yowana of Mwiniiunge. I don't know where they live. I thipk in
Chililabombwe. If you ask someone Irom Kwinilunga, they may know
where they live. That was the first woman teacher in this proVince.

But at this time, you find there are a lot of girls in secondary

schools. I was very ha,py to see, when I went to ﬁmlﬂagi2g~& JQL

le$\n£w8i2lS*i@*th@w&&CQﬂiﬁEi_E&hQﬂlﬁ Some doing Torm V. Hany sHhars apt
at Mukinge. OCome have gone as far as the university. Ve are

very happy. My own girl is doing Form II at lukinge. I hope

th:zt she does well. ' r”igffidT' ““TZS’?
Mp. Wilkin: ¥Yhen you went %o Kamapanda in the 1940s to teach

und Kanongeshsz, you mentioned the roads being bad. Do you h.ve

to walk the whole way, or did you go via Solwezi by road?

Mr. Sayila: When I went %o Kaméyanda the first time, I had to walk
from Chitokoloki to Chuovuma. (We had to go via Ch: vuma. } Chavuma;#
then into angola, through Kalunda to Kamapandaj walking several
days. It tock me a week and a half to resch Kamapanda. On some

of the holidays I had to cone through this back road haore, from
Kamapanda turough Chiwoma and on to nere. There was no transport

at thut tine.

Fr. Wilkin: When you say "back road', do you mean & road or was 1%t
just a path at that time?

Fr, Sayila: .t thet time it was a path, but now it 1s a road.

(llote: -~t this point we khad un hour breal znd replayed the tape.)

Mr. Wilkin: ¥r. Sayila, it is now about 11.3C. & few more questions.

Could vyou make a comment on how important was the teacher in
the older days (1830s and 1940s) in relation: firstly, to the
community; secondly, to the missionsries; and thirdly, to

government.
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Kr. Sayilas First of all, to the community. The tescher was

egarded to be & Very, very important man 2t that time, betaguse
he happened to be the teacher of their children and getting some
money, snd a bit clean - more clean thuu othur people. e ﬁéé\
highly respected by the people in the community.
Coming to the missionaires; or rather let me put them together,
the missioncries and government at that time; because ot thet time
the people who were running the mission stations and the bomas

were iuropeans. fﬂlo colourbdr business worked _very r hard on

the teacher. e found himself in =« very awkward situation. fe

.

e L8 S A1 0

was mlstreatec. Kot regarded as any Hlng at all. Out51de with -

e iR N -

A e rai mal i R

- . . e g e e A T

the neople e WS very 1mnortant but when he came to the

A A BN 3T T 1 T oo A, TR o o

P

government cnd mi551oqgr;g§1 he was - Just an ordig‘r" person;
I%; wéémnot allowed to stay in the house, drink tea from the
missionories - even drink from their cups - sc this made & lot of
vouny wuen fear to join us. It weas oniy through-gg;;§%ﬂ1 that
missionsries tried to force some @nristians. (Fost of the teachers
were Christians =znd they had to obev.) But a lot of those
children who were not Christians did not like the teaching profession
and took it as a very simple Jjob.
lr. Wilkin: Can you think of any government of{icial or missionsry
that was an exception in this case or was this true for everyone
- this colour bor?
Mr. Sayila: I was talking about Mr. Suckling being very good and
helpful to people, bul even then in his own home ke could not
stay together with Afpicans. FProbably it wes nis wife who made

| ro
him do this. Without this, I think he would hyv%: He was vory
good at first before he married. We hear that he used to sleep

5wm~Jfa Samae Lt

with Africon¥ when on journeys and SO Olle
r~
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But after marrisge, he was cianged a bit and could not actually

come together zs equal human beings. No. He loved them &8

just Africans; yes, just Africans. Not socislly, only

educrtionally and religiously, that's all. ‘ :{X:?il

Wr. Wilkin: You mentioned bosrding fees which were very low at

RIS g g

that time.
_ . . . et
Mr, Sayile: Yes, the bosrding feesat that tirme was very low at

&
Chitokoloki. I remember thatfifirst boarding fee paid there was

Ciand
one and a tickvy, or one and three penca‘for the whole year for
' 15}
each of us. Latfer it was increased to one and six, then to
C15n) {75n ) n

seven and six. I paid my seven and sixhonly once. Seeing
that the area was a poor area, Kr. Suckling was kind and receiVe%
evén ezgs or anything in the form of payment. OSome parents eéénr
brought logs of wood.%gihelp. Thus, many children were enrollédij
in the boarding school.

Mr.Wilkin: Could you now make a brief comment on your family.

Eow you met ;our wife, how many children etec.?

Hr. Savila: Yhile at Chitokoloki, I proposed a girl thinking that
after my training I would marry her. I went.and stayed at
Kamapanda for some time. I wrote back to schocl asking about this
girl. The lzte Nr. Suckling told me thet she was still young.
Then while I was at Kamapanda, I came across a certain girl, very
nice girl, by the name of Betty, and this one attracted me. I
asked the father and mother if T could be allowed to marry hef.
They, of course, agreed and then in January 1943, T married Befty.
We have now seven children, six of whom are boys. My stay with
Betty has been a very nice stay. She has been very helpful. I'mL

proud that I am her husband.

Mr. Wilkin: You're a lucky mani
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(Note: Mrs. Sayila now spoke a few words in Lunda to hear jer

voice on tepe. She said how happy she had been to hzve married
and spent her life with Mr. Sayila. She also said thot alfhoﬁgh

Le was not well, God was keeping them. Lastly, she thanked

Mr. Wilkin for visiting them.)

END OF INTERVIEW
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KABOMPO D.E.A. SCHOCLS (8/1/8)  1954-1959

t..,r
K R, SA4TLA, KABOMPO, TO P.E.O. (SOLWEZI) 22/12/53 -

(quoted entirely)

T have received your strong letter No.1216/N/9 on (a) my so called
impertinent letter to the District Commissioner (b) my being incompeient
Managery (¢) my present appointment to be revised.

T could write meny pages about this letter bt my black skin and
the territorinl intimidation have hindered mc from doing 0.

Amone the 3 I amwiting a few words tec ansuer to (bl

ell, the first P.E.0. Mr, King in his specch at Lolome said:
"I Jmow thot vou will find it diffiecult to begin with, because the job
j8 stiil new to Africans and that it is too eariy but I shall alwvays
be with you in any difficulty”. Mr. King did not like us to fail.
He wanted the Africans to take up responsitle duties suech as this
menarcnent of Schools. This is zim the British Government heod when 1t

i

fivst started ccolonising.

R
In Bnglish there is a phraise which says Wywe learn by mistakes".
Bearing 211 this in mind T anm ncot ashamed %o make mistakes because I
trust that by your corrections I will learn. ind these mistakes will "

not take long time,

You ask me why I do not pay attention to the specimen coples sent to
me. I pay slet of attention to them.

T would like the Bwana to send me back both Grant and Attendance
Teturns with necessary correctisns and te show ne vhere to put increaments,
for I csmmot see such a space on the ABD form A, I added all increments
there except to some teachers who are held up at 5/~  and those who
have not resmched the incremental dates.

Anyway the corrected copies will show me whet I have to do in Ffuture.

I hzve toured all the schocls from 1st to 20th Deg¢. I shall send you
o

the preper report about my tour.



Additional materials resulting from the interview
Mr. Peter K. Sayila

Interviewed on: 17" November 1976
in Manyinga (Kabompo District)

e Six items of correspondence between 1976 (after
the interview) and into 1984 (when a copy of the
dissertation was sent to Mr. Sayila). Only one letter
is by Mr. Sayila but it is a thoughtful two page
manuscript dated 1** August 1983.

General note on all interviews and interviewees: These cover sheets were created from old notes 25 years ago. They contain key
manuscript information in each interviewee's file. Often there is a short chronology of the interviewee’s life written at the time of the
interview. Most interviewees by this time (2006) are deccased; hence the huge potential value of this old interview. All interviews
focused on education in the North West Province of Zambia mainly in the period from World War 11 until the 1970s. They often
contain information on other topics that in some way related to education. All interviewees were in some way leaders of their own
community or missionaries who had spent much of their life in the N-W.P Most interview transcripts contain rectangular boxes for,
or with, 5 numbers. These were used to code key data for research and writing in this pre-computer era. These codes are now
meaningless for me and for any one else. Unless noted otherwise, these interviewees can be used by scholars without restrictions.
7/15/2006




61-15 98th St., #4E
Rego Park, New York 11374
9 January 1984

Mr. Peter K, Sayita,
Lubukenu Farm,

P.O. Box 39,

Manyinga, N. W. Province,
ZAMBIA,

Dear Mr. Sayila,

Herewith the copy of my dissertation that I promised you. I hope that you
received my airmail letter, also written on 9 January 1984, informing you
that it was coming. As very few studies cover the present-day entity called
the NWP, the dissertation may have some future significance.

Please start by reading the Preface very carefully.

Note my general acknowledgement to all interviewees in the Preface and
my specific acknowledgements in the bibliography. Note also that I make at
least one —- and generally many more -- references to each interview. As
there is no index, you must carefully read or survey the whole dissertation,
including the footnotes, to find specific references to our interview.

As with all other readers, I invite you to write me with your comments. For
at least the remainder of this year, use the address given at the top of this
page. Thereafter, asindicated in the Preface, write to me in care of my
brother.

If you do write to me with your comments, both positive and negative, I will
certainly reply. If you also desire, I will give you a summary of American
scholars remarks about this work. I suspect that those remarks will be
different from, and often less astute than, those from you interviewees for
whom this topic has a personal meaning.

I hope you are well and having a good year. As of the date of this letter, I
am well and moving into a new business career. For the time being, I have
placed both life in Africa and in the university world behind me.
Nonetheless, I still hope to do some writing in the next year or so. Thus
aftér you read the work, I will indeed value your comments very much.

Very sincerely,

F ’ N"'!""'

P. David Wilkin
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206/ viaf FOF 12th Adugust, 1977

Mr Leter cayila,
Lubukenu Farm,
Fes Box 39,
FoUa MaARYINGA

Dear Mr sayils,

It was a pleasure to have met you and your good wife once again
at your home. The taped material about the past will be most useful
to me when I begin writing my book soon.

I am now uncertain of the dates for the planned seminers to be
held in Kabompo and Chizera. If, however, you decide on the dates you
will be visiting volwezi, please do let me know I will be glad to give
you accommodation., I was sorry to hear that you slept at the bus stop
last time.. Should you arrive and I not know it, just come to House No
at the Teacher Training College. . -

I look forward to seeing you agein whea either you come to uolwegl
or 1 come that direction.

A1l the best to your good wife. l'lease, also, give my regards to
Mr Chimgla when you see him.

Very sincerely,

Y. David wilkin,

ST
POV . 2}»&“*%_-4 :

£
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CENTKE FCR CCNTINUING RDUCATION
RLLEX P,0. BOX 43, SCLWELI

3rd June 1977
139/+Lw/FROT

Hr, Feter Sayila,
Iubukenu Farm,
.U Box 39,
MANYTHRGA

Uear lir. Sayila,

Herewith the transcripts of our interview on 1§th November 1976.
T deeply regret the delay in getting it to you. Unfortunately,
several unforeseen delays kept me from finishing earlier.

I fear that I may have misspelled some words and may have
misquidid- some phmeses in the transcription. Hence 1 am sending
you two copies of the transcript. I should be grateful 1f you would
mark corrections boldigzon the original copy andreturn it to me in
the addressed, stamped envelop. M€ second copy is for your references.
If you would like to make any longer additions, as well as corrections,
please feel free to do so.

I am hoping to visit Kabompo District in August once again and
we hope to offer a special seminar at the boma. When I come again, I
shall look forward to meeting you and your good wife once again.

Since our interview, I have thought of only one new guestion to
ask you. I have been reading in the goverament records fo;:19#8 about
a proposed ‘Area School' in Kabompo which would offer amoiiifother
things a 'refresher (teacher) course, homecraft®, etc. Can you give
me any information about whether this was started; if so, how long
digd it last, what was offered, who were the teachers, etc.? If you
can help me at all with this question, I should be grateful if you would
add a note to the corrected copy of the manuscript that you are
returning to me, or if you prefer, we could hold a discussion when 1 vis
Kabompo again in August. .

Leain, my thanks to you for your time that you tooki QW“
discussing the progress of education in our province since your
own shhooling in the 1930s. :

Very sincerely,

Po David ¥ilkin
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22nd December 1976

Be. Peter sayila,
Lubukenu Farm,
¥,.C., Box 39,

MANY INGA

Dear HMr. 3Zayila,

Tt was & plessure to have made your acquaintance in mid-
November when [ was passing though Kabomps District, Your.
memory is most remarkable and your comments very helpful.

I have nct started transcribing the tape yet, but hope
te dc so before the end of February. 4s soon as I do, I shall
gend you a ccupy to correct, make additicns te, etc, If you
recall more details that are important in understanding the
hiatery of education in your &area, I will look forward to
adding them on to the tape. Certainly you have played and-
important role in the history of education in our province and
I am delirhted te have had & chance to discuss educzstlon with
you. vhen 1 come to MmAplhpgea 2gsin next year, I shall indeed
ldok forward to meeting you agin.

¥any thanks for the very tasty pineapple. My agsistant
and I theroughly enjoyed it, It was &as sweet as any thet I have
tasted in Mwinilunga. ‘

iy regards to your good wife. Jishing to you both a
Happy Christmas and a good New Year in 1977.

iiiry sincerely i i
Ve AL

£, pavid mlku‘i

&i}lﬂa‘. » .
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CEXTRE PIR COMNTINUING EDUCATIONW af
PaCa ROX 473, SULAELT
end Hovember 1976

Mr., Byila, *
%loloma rrimary Sehool,
.Co Manylinga,
KABCMPD g

Dear Mr, 28yila,

Thls letter may ccme as & surprise to vou because I'don't
bellieve that we heve ever met, ¥Mr, Chinyams at the Minletry
of iducetlon Headquarters in Soluezl, has very kindly given me
Jeur acdresas  You might, however, have heard of me when T
opened lambezl Secondary School in 19684 right after Independence,
i was Headmaster for three years until 1968. After that I went
overseas for advanced training until I joined the Univeralty in
1971,

i am now in charge of ocur new Horth-iestern rrovince
provinclal office for the University. FPresently 7T am writing
& 'History of Educeticn in the lorth-western Frovince'. Yhile
lookling in 0ld government files, I have repeatedly come acroas
your name, eapecially sg the 'group headtescher' of schools in
Kabompo in the 1950s, etc. 4s you are bobviously an important
filgure 1n the development of our modern educational syatem In
the province, whether or not you are awarpeof it, I shcould .
very much like to meet and discuss the old days with you.

I have elresdy chatted at lensth with many other esrly teachers,
such &8 Nr. Hanuwele, lir, Semeta and Mr. Chlzawu and would
indeed be plessed to have a chance to also discuss education

i the past with you, '

I will be coming through Esnyinga between the 15th and
17th of jiovember and wlll inquire at the schosl on how to find
you. If you can find time to chet Tor awhile with me about the
past, I would both appreciste and enjoy it very wmuch indeed..

I lock famard to & chance of meeting you,

Very sincerely,

f/’ Sl &bgﬁt‘. .

P, David wilkin IS



