Cover sheet for an interview conducted in Zambia:

Mr. Gordon Suckling

26" November 1976 at his home in Mwinilunga District

No bio sketch was created after the interview with Mr.
Suckling. I was less interested in getting information about
him than I was in seeking more information about and insight
into his father, George Suckling, who was unquestionably the
founder of modern education in Zambezi District and many
other parts of the NWP.

Note: Both Gordon and his wife, Peggy, were concerned about the
confidentiality of the interview, probably because he spoke very
frankly and openly on several controversial issues about his father. In
the 20+ years that have intervened, Gordon has died. (I am not sure
whether is his wife is still alive or not.) Because of this long intervening
period, there is probably no longer a problem about the use of this
interview transcript and correspondence.

General note on all interviews and interviewees: These cover sheets were created from old notes 25 years ago. They contain key
manuscript information in each interviewee’s file. Often there is a short chronology of the interviewee’s life written at the time of the
interview. Most interviewees by this time (2006) are deceased; hence the huge potential value of this old interview. All interviews
focused on education in the North West Province of Zambia mainly in the period from World War I1 until the 1970s. They often
contain information on other topics that in some way related to education. All interviewees were in some way Ieaders of their own
community or missionaries who had spent much of their life in the N.W.P Most interview transcripts contain rectangular boxes for,
or with, 5 numbers. These were used to code key data for research and writing in this pre-computer era. These codes are now
meaningless for me and for any one else. Unless noted otherwise, these interviewees can be used by scholars without restrictions.
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INTERVIEW WITH MR GORDON SUCKLING AT HIS HOME IN MWINILUNGA ON

SATURDAY MORNING, 26TH NOVEHMBER 122? by David Wilkin
(K.B. The interview was informal and did not follow a set format but

flowed loosely, with =ome repetition, over the central theme of edu-

| ERK AR AR
Mr Suckling: My father was one of the first missionaries in Zambia. He

started in Chitokoloki around about 1911 and after he married my mother,
who was a nurse at Kalene Hill, my eldest brother Eddie was born in 1919

cation and his father's role therein.)

and in 1921, I was born. But by that time, they had decided to go on
their first fAdirlough and that is why 1 was born in Aberdeen. At the
end of the iii?lough, T was brought out with Eddie back to Chitokoloki
and the Balovale area and I'va lived in Zambia for over 50 years.

I went back to England and Scotland for my education and then straight
after school, I came out to help my father at Chitokoloki. By this time
the whole station had grown tremendougsly, in the intervening years,
from a station that had a few day schools and a little bit of medical
hospital, leper colony and training for carE§§TW§“é%dfémiéé;ffégjs.
&r'tad étarfed hnis first

.
workygfs my mom was a nurse3)into a big station with a big boarding school,

~ When I came out in 1938, I found my fa
Standard IV. If I remember rightly, he had s8ix students, who had already
: been teachers. (In the early days, of course, & man qualified to be a
teacher as long as he could write well. He was then sent out, or kept at
the station,’to teach these small day schools.) By that timejﬁ#’ agdA‘
A ucation considerably, hence the first students in the
Standard IV class were men who had already started teaching and wanted
to go on in their education and be able to teach bewsbes their students.Qe

It was a very small class and incidently most of the students are now

increased the

: &
cabinet ministers in Lusak%:§reat friends of mine.
Mr. Wilkin: Would you give a few of their names.
Mr Suckling: Yes. HMr Samuel Mbilishi was one; Mr Willie Mwondela;

Mr Willie Nkanza. Others are not ministers, but businessmen in the

business world. “; -
I helped £2=1 teach the Standard IV and just after that he started

. wI A _
a teacher training school Vietor Reid.quué%&JL;

Mr Wilkin: Would World War II have started by that ﬁiﬁe?

Mr Sucklin :gf\s.- ) ool l 3§ ':}’,?_'_'"E 0 r'.'.,l O
He hq?ﬁthis teachéle, training and straight after that he started

a Standard VI. When he first started Standard VI, I taught it. I took

over the complete class and taught them all subjects - geography, civics,

arithmetic ~ we didn't teach any £$§éfg%he: than English. ﬁ&q}bﬁu4$(
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PN UGAAMAAMA Y. B became a government examination after

a time. By that time my father was already accepting government grants

Sc{/u&’tﬂ o becow
because his boardlngﬂ -1 &d It had ga# far
too expensive.. Wheh:he first started it - Pedrtiipg BebdXg\- he charged
practically nothing for the food and came out of his own pocket.

T can remember the days when he had upwards a:r760 ‘boarders -and he had
no government grants. 2' Q M.O-,M__ﬂ

Mr Wilkin: Would all of them have been boys or some of them been glrlsf
Mr Suckling: No, both. We had 4.girls' boarding and 4 boys' boarding
and they were separated on the atation. This was, of course, one of the

things that rather brought about the wrdth of fellow missionaries. They
felt that it was a very bad thing to have a boys' school and a girls'
school on the same station., But my mother looked after the girls and I
think the reputation of that girls' school was pretty good because. a lot
of them became the wives of top men in Zambia today. And they were very -

well trained. Not only did they get trained in academic work, but they
a2l Rt ST TN alp O

were taught how to sew, hovw to knit and MEAAEAIKE/ .”wﬂ-i;awgﬂzfain
amount of cooking was done. 3 | '3 _’_2"{ %‘l O q |

And, of course, everything starts small. It became better and

better. My memory of my father wae that he was always building. He was

"always tearing down a building that was not up to his standared and

rebuilding it. The boarding school became really a big school as the

government grants started.

Mr Wilkins: Of the 700 boarders approx,how many were girls?

Mr Suckling: In those days there werenﬁt many girls. It was not the

Ldone thing’among the Lunda and Luvale tribe. They thought that it was
a complete waste of time. They didn't mind then just'learning to read,
but to go on to Standard IV, they regardéduﬂ!:a& a complete waste of time.
was &Lﬁethey got married. You see by the time a girl got to

Standard IV she was of a marriagable age. But dad fought for them to

stay on and he promised them that he would look after them. That they

would not get in trouble morally if they came to his school. That he

would watch them; so that they would become real mothers. Mothers that

could teach their children and train their children properly and not

just be able to read and write, but be educated and understand bt

what was going on in the world)for instance, It pald off tremendously

because a lot of their chlldren then came to school. { Vnce a parent had

T —“l€aried the‘ﬁbrth of school, they were ‘determined thét their children u-.t 3‘

!b to school, and some of the really fine students today are children or

KEFX grandchildren of those original people who went o school. I remember
Witll4a Munndela. whe 18 = verv ereat friend of mine. and a Minister now,
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and Willie Nkanza.,\both of them were youngsters. (Willie ndela is

really the same ag@ as I am.) Mom helped at his birth and his father

was a friend of my father%. He was one of the elders who helped him
start Chitokoloki. He came down from Kalene. nﬁooaunt-ﬁe had got a
certain smount of education - all the men that Dad brought down from
Kalene, he trained as well. Thomas Chinyama was so well trained that he
wes the first African who could read an English Bible and who actually
had an English Concordance and could use it. He wgs the first preacher
who could read an English Bible, although he had no standard of education,

it was just through being with my father, wanting to learn, seeing the

worth of learning. I think sbove everything, Dad showed the African,

who dldn't understand why he should learn anythlng, that it was worfh -

learnlng. That education was wofthwhlle, that it would pay dividends

T An 4% the future. And although he couldn't take them too fari his idea
- © was not to train a few and take them to England to go to College, although
+2
—~
—
®
©
F .8 |
et o Pt g bt
e helped if at grassroots people were educ&ted! t0~a certain extent.
] P
ﬁ.-g"l‘ve known some of the men he trained as te chers, that came through
PO
Eﬁﬂ his training school; passed Standard VI, became what we called’village”
E or ‘outschool teachers.’ In the end he had 30 centres round Chitokoloki,
* e
- 1n the  Kahompo - Zambezi area (called Balovglglﬁgfmé used to go to all.
] [ these 30 outschools. Thzs would have been about 1945 to 1950. That is
T

W Ja . foqt thet, 81eRakeEHE

eyl

how I came to start,»vﬂauﬁxk,

I married in 194% Peggy Fisher, granddaughter of Dr. Walter Fisher
and daughter of Mr ffolliott Fisher, who had a ranch near Sakeji, at
Hillweod Farm. When I married her in 1947 I took her back to Chitokoloki,
a-i'ihe was a trained primary teacher and she helped in the gmrls‘ school
there s I was enuiim A 5 8ndard VI in those dpyR. | c

My father was a tremendous worker. I have never ever met anyone in
Afrieca who could work the way he did. His s%?dule everyday was set.

We had breakfast everyday at 6.00 o'clock - he and I. Then he would go

a1l ed
dsu%gégggiggr of Schools &n us

to his office and put men on work - he always had vast numbers of men
SCHhAEs B

oing manusl work becauseﬂfhe place une always needing tc be re-built

P

or new buildings put up, roads needing repairs, carpentry needing to be
done, st We used to put men on to work at 7.00 o'clock in the morning and
school started at 8.00 in the morning. 4 Pad not only supervised the
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labour but he actually taught full time in school. @R Bchool was from
8 to 12 and from 2 to 4. After 4.00 o'clock, he would go around the place

and find what work had been done.. He tralned foreman to look after it
because he couldn't be Il:iilikall the time. In the evenings he had to
do his correspondence; he had to mark papers, prepare for his lessons the
next day. Also, there was also all the church matters that he had to see
to. Very seldom did he ever get to bed before mid-night. It was such

a tight scedule that he lived by the watch. He always had everything at
exactly the same time. His bath in the late evening was always at the
same time. He had tea always at the same time. His supper was exactly
at the same time.
After supper we had prayers. We would say the Lord's Prayer, which is

gquite an unusual thing for a Brethren missionary, but we always used to
gay it together and then the news at 8.00 o'clock)wasahnmber one! No
one was allowed to interrupt that. Even if visitors came, they had to
listen to the news at &.00 o'clock. Then straight after the news we
would go and do what we liked. He never, He always went back to the
office. He would be in the office until mid-night and then be up the
next day at 6.00 o'clock. He was a great writer. It is a great pity that
a lot of his correspondence and {# : $re not available. Even at the
age of post~50, he decided that he needed to have his education improved
and he decided to do by a correspondence course, a degree. He wantéd to
be a B.A. in English or something like that, and the only reason that he
failed to pass was that pressure of work literally stopped him and he
became ill, which was a very, very unusual occuﬂﬁ#ﬁi because I can never
remember him beiang in bed,.g 111, An interesting thing i from the
dentaih;gint, he lived his whole life without ever having to go to the
dentist. He was tremendously virile and hard~-working man who had a
reputation sometimes as being very irritable with people who were foolish -
he didn't suffer foole ghdly - but was loved by the Africans because of
his ability to say he was sorry when he lost his temper with people.
dmi=He very, very easily askdpeople's forgiveness and people with whom he |
got anary would always forget it because of the(%éfg aj hq?a‘j

- Rhescguesee-Pecaunse of his vision for educatlion, it washTil ¢
the academic side%' e wanted tghzigin them in the practical things such
as carpentry. He had Mr Hansen, who was a trained cabinet maker. He got a
htigle carpentry shop put up so that during the rains they could continue
the carpentry work. All the furniture on the place, including all the
Furopean houses and the school dormitories - beds, doors, windows - were made

in his Carpentry shop.



\ 75; qz S/E :3 £

This weuld all have been in his early days because he had already

given up the carpentry shep when I came out in 1938. It had dene its
job. It had trained a lot of carpenters up to first class. They were
really good. They could make a beautiful wardrobe and they were by this
time dlsperse§+— to the Copperbelt andf;any of the v111ages around
Chitokoloki Wemmself because he always had carpentry worigA He had at

least three or four carpenters on the mission station. But there were alloo

}e people who h::f in their villages. He encouraged leocal Africans who
were coming on in business and who were making mdney out of their crops
to buy a door - not mats. Of course, a doeor was cheap in those days -
you could buy one for ten shillzngsj) ‘But also have a table, don't just

eat off the flcor, have a rough table and dining room chalrs[’

He designed certain chars. The famous one was the armed chair

called the "Kabompo chair®. That waes a famous Chitokeloki chair. I've

still got one in my house. The shape of it was called "the Kabompo chair".

It was a famous chair,that was, I should think, bought by every District

Commissioner and probably a lot of the Gaverners.ﬁk‘@ﬂ%@ It was made

out of the beautiful mukwa, Rhodesian teakff%hich there was plenty «f in

Zambezi and still is today in Balovale District. All of his furniture

was made out of this beautiful Rhodesian teak. They had a big settee

that went with these two Kabompe chairs - a sitting room suite - with

the same rounded arms and same design as on the Kabompo chair. Most of

the chiefs in the area have them to this day;A You go to Ishinde's or

Ndungu's, you will find all their beautiful furniture was made by my

father's men in those days. Furniture in all the bomas was also made

there. Furniture would go as far as Kasempa and a lot of it down to the

Mongu area. It was just because he wanted to find a trade; to find some

way of expanding the trading in the Balovale areéighat these men could

find money to live with}and an interest in scomething to do -~ to take

a pride in, He always was a perfectionist. 4nd if a man did a job,he

wanted him to do it well, There were other carpentery, for instance, up

here in the Mwinilunga area, but I am sorry to say that their work was
shoddy - the windows and doors that they made never fitted. Dad would
have thrown it out.'I} it wasn't perfectly made, it wasn't worth having.

And so his furniture stands to this day. I have a wardrobe that belonged

to my mom. You couldn't fault it; there is not a crack in it. The joints,

you wouldn't see where they were -~ it was beautifully made. That's the
way he liked it. And even the designs on them, there are designs made

by the print of a nail. He would have them made by tapping with a nail -

just to have it look better. That was the sort of man he was; he liked

thenm to do it perfectly.



My Wilkin: You mentioned that he had given up the large carpentry shop
by 1938, but did he keep carpentry on in the school with the academic

education? '
Mr Suckling: Yes that's right. By then what he dld)was instead of hav1ng

'ﬁfbkﬂg@&— he had another cérpentry shop which was to do with the school.
He used to train the Standard VI-ioiiﬂis and Standard IV E::vin carpentry
.4ggpras part of their education. Some of them were not very good at it
andkgust told to do something else. But, I think, most of the astudents
knew quite a bit about carpentry.by the time they got through. He had
two really excellent carpenters who wereﬁ:&go good teachers. They were
trained in how to make dining room chairs, how to make a straight table.
They had to have planks. There were village men who were not

interested in becoming carpenter$,who were not good or able enough, so

& the business of sawing planks so that they

he encouraged
could either sell them down in Barotseland where there were no trees or

sell them to him or sell them to the Boma - for tresses for buildings.

In the old days, they made all the roofs out of poles j the type of poles

they got out of liku's (2). River- N;ﬁwm ?l ) |5
50
- &e introduced tile-making for roofs. The ?“Fst“tIIhs they ever)

sold were made by himg (fhese were red tiles and used on the old Rudge s,/
-Eggfiﬁ}hat tggmﬁszfndary school took over in Balovale. ) Qy uncle, Jim
Caldwell, who also taught a lot in the sc¢hool at Ghitokoleki, was a very
able man from the building point of view. He taught a lot of building
in a new trades school that they started. In this trades school they
were taught building as well as carpentry, uﬁa!!iiaut metal work. Hy
uncle Jim took over that work. He was very capable builder and taught
them a lot of building work. In those days, by that time, 4ﬁ=§'were able

to get a certain amount of cement but first of all they learned how to make

kilns and burn brick which was an unusual thing.
He actually had a place where ?e made tiles, and’%ls own house he
had tilas and the hospltal They made their own tiles out of

beautiful eclay they brought up-river by barge from a spot about

four miles down uﬁ.ug? On the opposite side of the river, there was

a beautzful,q.igai type of clay for making pots. He found this out

from the Africans who used to make & lot of their drinking pots. There

was so much of this clay that they paddled it in barges up to the crossing-—
place and then they had a house with racks dowWn there aand they used to

burn the clay into tiles,omst made very good roofs. (That was before



fre kad‘fkﬂ.

A

i)

-7 -

the days of corr:ugated Q::Or; of course.) L 3‘2'_.!*3,!'._}“_ G

& black-smiths. He loved people wie do things with their

hands., He used to encourage them tremendously. All the old black=-

smiths knew him very well. During the war he called them im from all
around and built houses for them at Chitokoloki. And he found iron ore,
again about four miles away, near the place the clay was. He hacked

it out, put it in barges and brought it up and had these fellows doing the
African method of smelting,sﬁ?ﬁ‘xey smelted the iron ore. 'Then"!heymade
hoes and axes, which they knew How to do thenselves, and also hingess
%nalls, hasps and staples and all sorts of useful things which

# could not buy in those days because the war was on. A lot of those
men, when the war was over and ﬁ“’éauld buy these things again from the
Copperbelt, went back to their villages and continued this trade and it hadt
increased their pride in their handiwork. They could now not just make

a heoe, but also a hlnge.’ In fact, there were a few people who became
very good at making gun stocks and could mend guns - shotguns and muzzle
icaders. A lot of muzzle-loaders were attually pretty well made in those
days by these blacksﬁxiths, vho were excellent at being able to do ail
sorts of things. '

DPad loved to see a man who was a good craftsman. Who could do a job
well, '
They also made a JwHneN¥GdR lot of cances. Because there was a

great demand for canoes, that was all right. DBut once they found

Barotseland wanted canoes, )ad encouraged the people to make them out of

‘ﬁaen the other thing he encouraged them in)was

the training of oxen. To use oxen for carrying things. Teo train oxen
) (LT AN w%ull these canoes
from up to ten miles in the bush to the bank of the Zambezl. (ﬁugh trees
and canoes)w You counld carry, I believe, thirty bags of cassava meal
in one cance. & Pour men would paddle them down to Barotseland and

sell the canoe and sell the cassava meal ar;d alk back. (ﬁey Woilld
Qroféitla
get & good price for it down there becausehthey had no trees. en—

couraged that togand it became quite a trade. This would have been in
the 19308 on intc the 1950s. Selling canoces to Barotseland was a great
(business). In fact there are some people who made it their business;
they became experts. They used to hire men to do it. I know men who had
a team of men maklng canoes in different areas anci ’ak:.ng them down to

o (3"

Barotseland. They had contacts in Barotselamﬂm regsell the canoes
to the big men who had the money. Sometimes they would take their owm



B =g L)~

canoces down as well and come back with fish, @ecanse that was a grest

fish area)u-ﬁ then resell the fish to the markets and the boma andhplaces
_ s

s, All “dewb was part of educating the people just to raise their

i
standard of living. We found them to be rather easy-going and tendliito
3 who loved

be very lazy; especially the men-folk
to dripk and 4&#t talk and sit around in the villages just doing nothing.
They were great huggfrs. They weren't egen very good cultivators. e Deacid

ang e Twe.r o .
encouraged them to ey ST vy and do something wcr‘th‘arhzl.le_“J

and thern become proud of the fact that they were not just able to cut honey
out of a tree or shoot an animal or dig a field, but they were one better -
a carpenter, a blacksmith, a canoemaker and or something like that. I think

thet one thing he is remembered for more than anything else is his ability
iy h,\n g ’

M\ b to teach then W’ﬁﬁ%&!\ﬁw ;:‘ 7, ?1 ] ;gi
cmps ' : / o '
Mr. Wilkin: Could you expand on how handerafts and FROWES TWOT n

together into the curriculum eof the upper primary school and teacher training?
Mr. Suckling: What they dil was that after Standard IV, in Standard V there
was just a part-time curriculum of education. In the mornings they did
carpentry or matal work, "We grew a lot of sisal at Chitokoloki - a vast -
area - and they used to shred and cook the sisal and then dry it and make

mats out of sisal. They learned how to weave them. They made sisal mats

T Province,
that were bought all over and{heydyed them red and black in
designs an%bmade them very pretty. Those are the sort of things that the
ous

Standard VAlégrned to do - carpentry, a liitle metalwork, but mestly crafts
to do with carvings or basketwork or L= not-making out of sisal.
fS:Lsal & not indigenous, but they had a huge area on the ‘Fdown to the
river from the mission. You can still see the remnants that are =il there.
_  Then in Standard VI, they went back to the pure academic because issd they
h’i;frxjgﬁﬁ::iﬁc a government examination. In the Stendard VI he started, he co-
operated with Mr Letchford and Ginger Wright {now in Ndola) at Mutanda,ali
M@ used to go to Mutanda sometimes and sometimes they used to come to us
for the Standard VI examinations. A lot of their teachers were traiﬁed
at Chitokoloki Teacher Training School. | ol qr?
Another thing thatfg; was very keen on_vas sport_m'ﬁémQES"a Very
strong disciplinarian in school, but he liked the boys to enjoy school and
when he first started school, no one even had a football. They had never
seen a football and knew nothing about it. They used to play & ball game
of their own which consisted basically of throwing a ball in the air and
seeing who could grab it when it came down. - Tt was a "free for all"

but it was a game they all liked and was good exercise. Then they used to

play with a sort of pumpkin. They would reoll it down a hill and on both
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idea was to see how many on each side could get their different coloured

”9&

spears in the pumpkin as it rolled down - a very difficult thing to do.
It usually ended up at the bottom with about two in as most of them broke

off.
~Ziswm. khe girls had a vast number of Afx;ican which he
used to encourage them to play.

The football was introduced bygalyn Jones, who became governor of
Northern Rhodesia. He was a young D.0. (My father married him actually
to & nurse at Mwinilunga Boma.) He was an international football player
and when he came to Chitokoloki and saw all that we were doing in the sport
line, he said "Why don't you introduce them to football?" And he gave us
a football. In fact he followed the game for a long time. I believe by
then other people had got interested(;n the Copperbel#)in introducing foot-
ball to Zambians.

When I was at school, I had trained as an athlete and hed the honour
of breaking some of the Scottish records in some of the flat races, 1 had
the record for the 440 when I was at school in Gordon's College at Aberdeen.
And alsa% School #immé taught us a lot of drill and gymmastics. 5o
vhen I came out, I introduced gymnastics and drill to the school. We used
to have a gymnastic and also an athletic team. We did everything ineluding
éﬁgzt'putting, javelin, throwing the discus, long jump, high jump.

Because we had a fairly big school, we were interested in playing with
other schools. I remember quite clearly going down to the Barotse National
‘School in Mongu. We took a teanm down by barge. It took us a week to get
down there. (This was in the ’hOS ) In another year, they came up
to us and we tried to start sort of a school athletic competition for
Barotsgﬂzid our province. il!"fiere were not many Standard VIsyfaﬁgganda
was another one. We would go there and they would come to ‘us. Mutanda,
Mongu and Chitokoloki fég
we used to beat them-hztﬁéﬁgglﬁg started we had more interest in it. I

we had an athletic competition. I think mostly

was tremendously interested and used to train them in how to runm and all that
sort of thing.
> % % They used to see pictures of me

runnln%uzsth proper athletic shoes and they felt these would be a very good

thing, but they BooT‘found that their toes were far supgrior and they could
£ bl ?ﬁ Sone of These Frllpws ov o hem,

run veryi%ast.A'Some were very fas pfinters, high jump men and long gump

men. Dad was very interested in that and encouraged it tremendously. We

had an excellent drill team. We used to do a lot of pyramids. If there was

any important visitor like the governor, we used to put on a show, either

athletics, drill or foetball Wmli 'kﬂL,_,&ivf? ﬁ\ r'e

il R4 ~ Dod wes one of the amew- that started
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he woas ) )
because it looked as if 9% wesw asking the government to help with mission

work, Dad refuted that by saying he was asking them to help us out with
what they should be doing themselves. So they got grants for the mission.
He never accepted it as part of his pay; always every penny of it was put
into the school, but cnce he got grants he was able to increase the number
of boarders. He was alac able to give them a uniform, which they never

really had before; a khaki uniform, really very simﬁfsT“réigzizéjﬁgf:E§r"“

local tailors. The girls had s very nice uniform - ratmother

used to get the girls, themselves, trained in sewing to make.

The girls also did a lot of drill. A4 lot of new games; they learned
netball, for instance, and had a net-ball team and tried competition against
other schools. _

All this was looking miles ahead. In this day everbody deoes it, in
those days it was the first ever and was regarded even amongst many of our
elder Africans as a little bit suspicious. Teaching girls to Xkl them-
selves around in short skirts was not quite the thing done. (?reatly cheered
by the boys I might say!d)

Another thing encouréged was acting in school. ﬁyzgéoon learned that
the Africans were born actors. l)ﬂ loved to get them to act. He actually
got them to act quite a number of Bhakespeare's plays. 1 remember the
tMerchant of Venice'" being done by Standard VI students. He would also
encourage them to make up their own plays for acting. I think that the
one that raised the roof)was once when we had a governor out, and after we

had the drill shows, we put on the "Merchant of Venice" or something fairiyk

et R il - e vVerTouRl- sotaaanexcelleont R L g ey

00,0 Rpu =t ab— Yo tbeper CTPAT YT res e hegEETy=") X The girls did an act,

which wag a Bskit on my father - the first day he ever came to Cﬁitokolcki.
Chitokoloki is om a hill overlooking the valley and they had made a big
mound of earth and onto the scene came a girl, I think, wearing khaki shoris
- most unheard of - and shirt. 8She was my father. She had a pithy helmet
on, & walking stick and a fly-whisk, She was walking the way my dad did
with his elbows out, imitating him, which brought the place down, because
everyone immediately recognized who she was talking about. Behind was a
whole long trail of carriers with loades on their heads. The-‘ﬁié?just
behind with a paraffin lamp and a kettle - he was a coo A‘Nevar carried
anything else but a paraffin lamp and a kettle - the most important being

the kettle because my father was a great lover of tea;) So here they walked

& s =
up this mound and when they got to the top, this girl éfﬁ'ié and ueﬁ(

= R

the whole view like this’and semd:- "this is where I am going to build
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Chitokoloki'ft Then she turn‘Janound to the cook and.£2§=ﬂ "Boy, bring
the teal". The place went up in an absolute roar! This was one thing
everyone knew dad well for, this business of making tea. This (skit) was
done in Lunda.

This was the sort of thing he liked, to encourage all these sort of
activities to help people in education and just enlarge their minds.
that their whole day wasi%aken up with cultivatin ,gggmbgggging_ _habies,
etc. 3_}2’ l%_ i_l_j_j
Mr. Wilkin: Let us expand on a few points. TYou mentioned that by the late
1;05 there were 30 out-schools. Would these have been up to Standard iI?
Mr. Suckling: Yes, by 19#7,‘when I got married, they already had one or
two - I can't remember how many - Stendard IV in those out-schools. One
of them was at Ishinde's at Makonde. They had at least six out-schools in
the Kabompo area up to the Manyinga River. Most of them were at chief's
capitals. Strategic places which had big populations. The chiefs' were

very interested. They were very, very much behind dad's efforts. In fact

nearly every chief had an out~school of some sort. They were also were

church centres, because the teachers themselves were mostly Christian .
A _

preachezﬁf' But by 181t to come to Kabompo - ~Iabambad—g new

mission station at Loloma. The reason for doing that - l-sese—widimBwery
Jewe - was that I wanted to be manager of the Kabompo schools. By then
they had just started this Kabompo District; they had just cut off a big
slab from Balovale and a smaller slab from Mwinilunga and made it into
Kabompo District and a new boma had started. ©So I came to live on the
Manyinga at a place called Loloma. My whole job was just to go around the
district schools. By that time there was already a Standard IV school at
Loloma. It was on the other side of the Manyinga River. It was the biggest

school in their area. mis - J was overall
wd ;
Manager E there was, an African Manager of schools whowuno-in those days, vso0

Mr. Samuel Mblllshl. He was there when I went in 1950. :S' L‘ng?1L4

Mr, Wilkin: WQuld many of those schools have had weekly “boardat %ﬂ? h
Mr. Suckling: Yes, they would all have had places for weekly boarders to

stay; a small dormitory, probably two rooms,pwb-ws. Alsoc, a fairly good
classroom. They had a fair amount of equipment. Most of it was slates,
exercise books, pencils, ink, chalk, blackboards and that sort of thing.
Fairly good airy classrooms. They weren't burnt brick or anything, but

well built.

Mr. Wilkin: Would some of them have had girls as weekly boarders?

Mr. Suckling: No, not as weekly boarders, jmm there were girls in the schools,

but they were all day girls.
J~cidence . v
The inswemse of absenteeism was very high in those days, It was one
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biggest problesztgth their parents; they were always dragging them off

to go into the bush Hlth them for hunting or jee taking them off to go W wilk
Thoewe T2 the Cepperbelt orm They couldn't understand why a child's

priority should be to finish his school term and pass his examination.

They reckoned as long as he was at school, it wa ~eight k£ tHEY %

him away for a week. It was a big battle. JR:ZLWEEﬁ Z

Mr. Wilkin: Would there also have been a big problem of them taking them |

away for long periods for traditional rituals, such as mukanda and so

forth? Would your father have had to battle greatly over this?

Mr, Suckling: Not too badly because the mukanda was held during the cold

season and they had a fairly long cold season holiday. Because it was

s8¢ cold, it was not regarded a8, a good idea to bring the boys to school,
because theref;:;Fho heatlng facilities, nogilndows in the classrooms -
all open - s0 the very cold weather was the school holiday. Also it gave
dad the opporiunity to visit round the out-schoolﬁzélthough they might not
have been kﬁs??ﬁﬁlonl) He needsfto go around and do askadrt v1ii§ge Eﬁ?achtag'uazﬁ
and B4 and also & a lot of his building work./\ So in that Zaq
cold perlod was when they had the mukanda.

The trouble was the girls, because all too often they were taken away
before they could pass a decent examination and to get girls to pass
Standard I V was an absolute battle of the first order. In fact I think
géﬁLéiﬁ; right in saying that most of the gifls who went through ouiemevesdy-
Standard IVX@%%E the daughters of Christians, who could see the value of
education, and also who wanted to keep their girls morally right in order

to marry them off as decent girls. Another thing was in the school el
“they wrene. TeaL, o

MM,M'EO sew;¥ to cook to certaln

extent. Those things made a girl a worthy bride for any sort of high
official or anyone like that and } think the parents very qulckly realized
that it was worth putting their gxrls through Standard

Mr. Wilkin: Now in the late '40s, just before you went[fg“
were there any other Native Authority or Mission Schools besides those 30
and the main school at Chitokoloki, in what is now Zambezi and Kabompo areas?

s e

apen Lo oma,

Had any other mission stations opened any at all?

Mr. Suckling: Other missions, oh yes. The 30 schools were pretty well in

a circle around Chitokoloki and they included the opposite side of the
river. I think that dad was the first and only missionary to start schools

on the Luvale side of the river, except perhaps Chavuma. I am not guite
certain when they started their schools on the other side. Dad was
certainly the first and for a long time the only one.

Then Chavuma started schools. Dipilata had a school, but Dipilata had
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Mr. Wilkin: Would this have been before the missionaries were there, or
before? '

Mr., Suckling: I am not certain, but during the war there were no missionaries
at Dipilata and during the war dad ran the school. Whén they came back

after the war, with their vaétly increased number of missionaries, they
found the school in session there and I think - I am not quite sure how
interested théy were in the continuation of it - it went om being run by
dad. The teacher was paid by dad and all the facilities,. thei?qoks a%§=

things, were sent by him. ba! 1% D B
He did g thlng that I have not mentioned h‘lﬁs a big printing work.
He had a prlntlng machine at Chitokoloki right from the earliest days. A
lot of printing work‘ﬁﬁhymn books and & magazine for the Christians who
could read and which was in both Luvale and Lunda. He used to write it
himself. He trained African 02:;:-to print it. That worked for many years
until other people in Zaire got a much more efficient prlntlng machlne and
he turned over all his stuff. (That was at Muchacha ) 3 q, E 2 q.
Mr. Wilkin: Can you think of anything else with regard to his relatlonshlp

and co-operation with Peter letchford, especially with any proposals for

a secondary schocl?
Mr. Suckling: He was very, very keen to start a secondary school. He was

‘on the Christian Council. In fact he was Chairman of the Christian Council,
which was an advisory board to the Government of Northern Rhodesia in the
1940s. It was medical as well as educational, but mostly to do with
educational work and it was that that brought together not just the Brethren,
of which he was the only representative, but all the different missions

that were interested in edumcational work, including the Roman Catholicse
ﬂé&éJbﬂ/thiA, He was also a member of the Advisory Board.zgﬁtfd in great
esteem by the educational people in the government because of his knowledge,
ability and wier background £

in the Christi h"h}?érsaw“ the government eme. moving towards secondary
school educatlon.th-i-iiydetermlned that the Erethren should Join with the

AEF (or SAGH as then called) to form a secondary school. In fact.g plan

went ahead very we%l. In the end I think they decided to have it in Bembaland

experience in educational work,and it was

and not even in :&:Aprovince. At first they wanted to have itg in co-operation
with Mr Letchford, (in the province) possibly in Kabompo District, mpasbesst .
half way between Mutanda and Chitokoloki. But in the end when he found that
there was also an inc¢reasing amount of education going on in Bembgland, in

the Northern Province, he was quite keen %having itﬁone of the big mission
stations there.

Mr. Wilkin: Would ftokes have come in among the Brethren educators, in

Tauevym Ina 7
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Mr, Suckling: Stokes, I believe, had left by then. dme Fort Rosebery was
vhere WWa.nted to hav?&%%gcauée I can remember going with u& to
Fort Rosebery and actually choosing a site for the school. I am not quite
certain why it fizzled out; why they did not have it. I think it was the
government; the plans did not go ahead; either it was the government or
they couldn't raise the funds, I can't remembg_g_ﬁg_\g::qh;cwth.s-g‘---d?dr't have
it. 37 s 4

One of the most important things that yoﬁﬂﬁave to remember about my
father's attitude towards education was that he was the first missionary
that 1 know of)who was willing to hand his outschools over to the Native
Authority. The Government was eager to take over the education from the
missions. ‘-Hey wanted first to take over the schools in chief's
(capitals) under the Native Authorities. - Wa?the chief would be

responsible for his own school. Most missionaries fought it; dad saw

3
A
_blreslph b eappeisi-g , that it ought to be handled by the Native

Authority and the Government.% He was the first to hand over his schools.

He turned over the first schools at the end of the ”+Osﬁ=-ilme

dofipiselw-the first—to-tmmmtouee, By the time I left Loloma in 1952,
I think 1 am right in saying that all the outschools were Native Authozi:y.
{I was only at Loloma for two years because our firast daughter
cancer of the eyes and had tc have both eyzﬁ removed and the doctor said
SR a0

we had to live near = . Al m 110 miles from the nearest doctor,
wh

10 CAr ohmtmpebbingwss so we decided, Peggy and I, to come up to live
with her parents and I lived with and worked for her parents for seven

years (5% ‘ 1959) in the store business sudeebissb=wesrso we could be near

Kalene Hospital. [—3§ 7‘? !2-1? E

Mr. Wilkin: Although you were away from your father in the 195Cs, do you
recall anything further about his work before his death, or were the 408
his high days. ‘\I i

Mr. Suckling: The 'LOs were hisﬂgays as, you see, he died in 1953. e

The school work was being carried on by Mr. Caldwell and of course by then

they had got Dr Worsfold,‘t’ﬁr Deubler, who became head of the Mission station.
(It hed become enormous by then.) Nisbet was there then as well. There
was a full and a very well run Standard V and Standard VI,Mupper middle’;
as they called it. That was boarding and still under the mission. That

remained under the mission for a long time. It was the last to go. The
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Mr. Wilkin: You mentioned earlier "Uncle Jim Caldwell” and now again.

Mr. Suckling: Yes, he was my uncle because he married my mother's

youngest sister who came out to Chitokoloki as a nurse. MR Jim Caldwell
came out to do educational work and handiwork. They are now retired in

New Zealand.

Mr. Suckling: The Jeannes iﬁ::ﬁ:é was an effort to tr

“Theot e EVIPAN o :
to become Managers of schools.AlTeachers who would ge around and supervise
The vae

the out-schools.
work just became too much at Chitokoloki for us to be constantly moving
around looking after these out-schools, so he wanted to train the best
teachers he had,to become Jeannes teachers so that they could be free

John Mwondela was the first -
the wontha

a very, very capable man with a real gift for art and music.,\first

Africar I ever knew ampumg who could play the organ, played it beautifully.
: A Yourght

He played it by ear, but I think it is likely my Aunt Hora'tiaiﬁii-him,
because she and myh ;; were very misicale- duy uncle® was a great singer
and trained a choir, both in Lunda and Luvale and 1ater Engllsh. As the
school was up-graded, Blad akme used a lot of English, for instance in
school prayers in the morning. He actually did a rather brave thing, he
chose some ofiﬁéﬁbest, most beloved hymns that were suitable for school
boys to sing. Since some contained words that were vague and difficult
to understand, he deliberately simplified them. I don't know whether he
ever got a copyright for doing this, but he had a Chitokoloki hymnbook,
which he printed himself, and it contained upwards of a dozen or nearly
twenty English hymns that he had simplified)and they were sung. Also,
the Lord's Prayer was always said with the school stending at attention
and school prayers was always quite a thing in tgg morning - eldw n the
church. r-j ?’ (’/ 3

Pad originally came from the ahrch of Engiénd and went to a Church
of England school and a lot of these sort of things {he liked). He
would have loved to use the Prayer Book but it wasn't exactly very well
accepted! St RET SRS ; Ke used to have set prayers and these
hymns -ﬂof course, they used both Lunda and Iuvale - and the choir used
to sing in both. They really had an excellent choir.

My uncle Jim was very goed at. training. He was the first to try and
introduce African tunes, which was again very,‘zuﬁig?rowned upon, which
was a great pity. My father loved music but he was not very musical

himself. Dwewsspprswpewes. Because he was such a pioneer, he refused to
1 ida kv Fhe fesrs of other people. If he felt a thing was right, he
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he would go out and do it. If only he had been musical, I think that
music of the church in Zambia would be very different to-day. It is
only now introducing its own tunes. I emcourage it “ecmwewdeneiy 45 o
very good thing. A lot of-ware making up not only their hymn tunes
but alsc their hymns and this could have been done years ago. Soympnet
B =R ER enrorl

My father, alsoc, was one of the workers in interpretation.

He was very, <very fluent in both Luvale and Lunda and translated a lot

s C}’tOm -
of the Bible 1nh with other people, like Singleton Fisher and
Tom Racey WM Also a lot of the Lunda &nd Luvale hymns were translated b\; hisen

from English to Lunda. 3 ; ?w! 3 3
Mr. Wilkin: Can you recall anything more about th*e'" s Teachers?

Mr. Suckling: Well, he gave them a very free hand. He loved to be able

to see the MB teachers taking over more and more respomsibility.

I think he was ve good in his choice of John Mwondela, am’who had
e dnrimi ch

a gift for A who was a nice, guiet, friendly man and yet a man

who had a real presence about him. Dad encouraged them Tnevenifpiey

to tmke responsibility even where making reports on the teachers were

i m————ay . ¢
. {’; : concerned. For instaence, if the Jeannes teacher reported that teachers .

were very ineffective they would get a warning and be sacked on (their
( recommendation). He gave them that sort eof respons:.blllty. If the
Jeannes teacher came back and said that Mmgu*school e in
a very bad way, he gave them the authority to sack Wi olnap or change
teachers. W *They very quickly learnt to move
v ilntoo &7
teachers around, sometlmesAfor other reasons,W

teacher coming on and bneedﬁ&gﬁ the responsibility of beéing Head-
master of another school, he would be moved around. So he loved to see

men taking responsibility. This, of course, carried over into the

PSR

church and not jum education. I thimk that probably some of the

finest elders that are in the church in this province became that amuf
because dad gave them responsibility and pushed them into taking their
own decisions. He loathed the Africam doing everything just because he

told them to. He wanted them to stand on their own feet and make their

Hr, Wilkin: I think that every African that ;_“have talked- te d agree

with you on this point. ‘ 53? l 3

Let me side-track just a little and ask about your father and

MC)

Mr. Caldwell in relation to the secession issue of excising Balovale

P B mndenTarmd T buneaw wnn a4 ha s2aid he ataved a2t the bhoms Tor
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six months. The Zambians have said they wanted him to be their inter-

preter and represent them. So they seem to have been deeply invelved
in this.

Mr. Suckling: That's right. What he did actually was to help write

a history of the Lunda tribe. How the Lunda and luvale settled in

Zambézi District. DBecause you see it was a 1egal thing and they had a
lawyer and a judger? » Dad was really the legal representative
of the Imnda and Luvale people and Mr. Clay, who was the D.C. of Mongu,
was the legal representative for Barotseland. (Dad) Was able to produce

written documentation which I am pretty certain can be.hld in the

government records. Thabwherwimtsddi-wes—bsredwsn. He did all the work
of interviewing elders and chiefs, and getting the facts of their history
of what happened, so that he counld argue the case. The case was that

T J"g-'h‘.1;"1-?-1';2r;‘o':ggard.eci the Lunda and Luvale people as thc-.-:;r..d-‘-rzﬁ?..t‘:l They used
to give presents to Lewanika. They were their slaves and, of course,
they had a Barotsew; a prince of the royal (court) living in
Balovale, He was there as sort of a legal representative of Lewanika'ls
and this is what made them so angry. They pointed out that the gifts

that they gave were only the gifts of one chief to another. That they

weren't to be regarded as payment, I can't remember all the legal things,
but dad was very interested im the whole legal set-up. He was able to
get from F.5,., Arnot's and other history books what the situation was in
the days gone by. - when they had the judge cone
up to Baiovale, they used to sit through session after session and bring
in witnesses. Dad did all the translating, of course, and the result

was that he won. The Barotse failed to hold their case. That is why
Balovale seceded from Barotseland. [; l .?,! y 3 | 5' "‘L

Mr. Wilkin: A4 related question to this is at one éamblan 8aid, "his

door was always open" and in connection with this he went on later to say

that at times he was willing to protect the Zembians' interests against
the administration, even if it was noet very popular te do so with the

fellow FEuropeans.
¥r, Suckling: What particularly annoyed him was when local administratimms

used messengers, as they were called in those days, for the collection
of local tax. (This was the very early period.) They used to go around
and coliect this®hut tax'as they called it. If people had not paid
their tax, they were‘arrested and made to work as lsbourers at the bona.
Fair enough,'if that was the law)‘hat was the law, but what he did net
like was that the messengers used to overstep their authority and e
cruelly treat people. The best example, the famous one, that got him

into an awful lot of trouble with the administration, but what he is
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famous for ali over Northern Rhodesia, was when one day he found a whole

line, of miserable men and women and quite old men and women actually
together, with slave chains o%fhai?ers around their neckg,and
a messenger wWith a shamboﬁ:id%gzchessenger had éﬁ:ﬁi;gsgzgﬁggathe
Zambezi River and they were seated in the blazing hot sun. Dad was
told they had arrived and went down - they were not even in the shade
and desperately hungry - and this messenger was eating his food wikisass
Jasmm%e®- with his fellow messengers. Dad was so furious that he went
and broke all the chains that were around them and set them all free
and then told them that they couldn't go because they had been arrested,
but that he would see to it that he, himself, took them up to the boma.
He gave them a good meal.

The messengers were so angry that they went and reported to the
local European administrator and told them a vastly exaggerated story
and the administrator was furious. This would have been the D.C. in
Balovale and in the 1920s. He reported that to the Governor and actually
the Governor was a very good man and when they judged the case, they
found that dad had been right, that the messengers had no right what-
soever to do that sort of thing.

But it got to the stage that wismee at the boma, if dad arrived on
his bicycle or his large motorbike, the messengers used to get very
afraid of what he had come for! Was 1t something else that'they had
done? They really were atrocious in what they used to do in the
villages and when dad heard about it, :;iiit was particular%zﬁbad, he

uséd to go' and report it. | [::Eﬁueiéti§ﬁ:;§;ré,l

Mr. Wilkin: Why, would you very concisely &3y, that + have got almost

a veneration from the Africans for your father, when at times they have
spoken very, very harshly of some of his fellow missionaries - speaking
educationally now? You have really answered it indirectly, but would

you like to add anything more?

Also, why have some of the only negative comments about your
father that I have got at all, come from fellow missionaries, even sone
close workers in the mission?

r. Suckling: The reason i think is quite simple and that is that his

fellow missionaries felt that he was going too far and too quickly in
the education line. They felt that there was no necessity to educate
the Africans at the speed at which dad was doing. IHe felt convinced
that he was right and when he was convinced of a thing like that he
just went shead with it! He was not a particularly hard man, but he

was very Siybborn and when he decided that he was right, he just went



on with it and if anybody wanted an explaﬁaggon they got it very

politely, but he wasn't very interested in changing it. He did get

into trouble with other missionaries about the apeed with which he was

educating people but after all it is history which has proved him right.
I think toR o T X3 1% s,

fe, basically he was a man who loved

[Africans. That may sound simple and a little bit oversimplified but

the fact of the matter is that this is what they recognised. They
recognised that although he was a big man amongst them, although he was
the;r leader, he was not king mor ford; they could speak to him, he
could comfort them and he was perhaps a pioneer against what they today
would regard as "celour bar®.

I should think that he was the first missionary that allowed
Africans to eat at his table; let's put it that way. Chiefs who used
to come vigit him, instead of being giveﬁ a mush in the kitchen, would
be given a cup of tea in the sitting room. And I think that this is
one of the things that the e&ucatggfggald appreciate today, that he was
the pioneer of the 'educated culture" that the African is used to today.
For instance, all our lecal teachers were my age or older, and I used
to have them in for a dinner at my house. Peggy, my wife, was very
unhappy about 1tAf;§Pghe had come from a home ihut she had never even

shaken hands with an African uantil she got married to me. ijgyyEeet
wk When they came to dinner

they did not know how to use a knife and fork, but because we were in
very good relationship, we all laughed about it and there was no sense

of shame. The whole a'g-i-ﬁ%-nt was to learn how to use a knife and fork
and that you had different courseqjthat you used a spoon for pudding and
and not a knife and things like that.

Then another thing that dad and I both tried to teach them)was to
eat with their families. He taught his teachers to ¢at with their wives,
@ thing that they had never ever done. I think that you will find Vthe
first Zambiansu%zEéfgheat with their wives were the Chitokoloki people.

¥r, Wilkin: Is there anything else, educational or otherwise, that you

would like to add about your father. I cannz_thlnk of anythlng else
that I want to ask you. 3 i 3 g 3 l 3 feu

. [N ¥
Mr. Suckling: My memory of himiyhat he was a giant of a man in every way

and yet a very humble and loving man. Tremendously.capable. A man who
would have been at the top of his tree in any business line. He was,
of couse, a businessman before he came out to be a missionary. That

is what he was well known for amongst the government. I think the
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government regarded him as being the best missionary administrator.

He was a :gzngho could see ahead, had tremendous vision and who was

a very, very hardworker. But I also think that that he had a gift

of getting other people to work together with him. That is a very
difficult thing, to be able to get doctors and teachers to work with

you and to be their leader. I have been on other mission stations and

of course they all had their leaders, and T think the same that can be
gsaid of my father could be said of Dr. Walter Fisher, and that is that
the missionaries who worked for him all loved him. | fgi ?Li 31 3 g j&:
Mr. Wilkin: I think everything that you have said at the end has been
said to me in even greater-praise words by Zambians that I have talked to.

Now I would like to ask you as my final big question about your
own work of founding The Bible School. One person said: "The late
Mr. Suckling was the first to help us get basic education and the only
one who has really helped us in Bible training has been his som." So
they brought you in at the very end. Thus, I would like you to make =
few comments on how you happened to start, what your aims are and whaf'you
feel your achievements have been in the last decade and a half. ‘

Mr. Suckling: You see here again it was against missionary tradition

which W’ that all ‘teaching of the Bible should be done in church.
I am not saying that it was not done, but I maintained that it was not
being done effectively because the local Christians who came to Sunday
service would receive a certain amount of teaching but there was nothing
consecutive about if. So they never ever really learnt the facts of
the Bible, or the truths of Salvation, in a.consecutive manner that they
could graap,arihat would be meaniﬁgful to them and help them in their
Christian work. I felt that we should not give up what was going on
in the church buéﬁ?ﬁere was a tremendous crying need, especially now
that so many were educated, to help the average African Christian,
Scpiepewive , who could read, to know his Bible better and that way to come
to know his Lord better. Now I knew that there were Bible School# of &
very academic order in Zambia - not in our mission - in other missions
that were very good and I would have been happy to have sent any of our
bright young Christians to them, but they were all in English and they
were all issued a diploma. You ﬁ:ﬁv%b have Form I and Form II education
quite naturally if you are going to-win English and they were of ;LUZ
St 4afaY s o Bible School in England. But then all that did was to reach
about one percent or less of the Christians in the area. I thought there
was a tremendous need just to help the ordinary, average African at grass«

roots level. I was again laying a foundation that aaer be built on later

F ﬂ..ﬂ
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on and tré;go get the Africans to be interested in learning more about
the Biblep coduifig—fomeiotiopmpembeds .
When we first started, the idea was to have just a few for a period

of four months and really teach them something. Now + couldn't force
_anyone to come. T didn't want to even invite certain people to come,
”}ﬁiiéu%hey became my disciples. I wanted to leave it open to any

Christian who felt he wanted to come and could spare the time. W And

go in the first year in 1960, we only had sevenirﬁﬁzmggd then for four

months and I had worked flat out to get = lot of buildings up and it

was rather disappointing that only seven came.
Scpmmmhizs. Buw) e prm.eeﬁf S .

We had houses so they could come with their wives and they worked
for thelr fees in the morning and then we had lessons in the afternnon
and evening. N I scon got away from that,because too few people could
come. By this time a lot of the Christians were at work, especially
the educated onesbbgéﬂﬁhobs and they were the fellows who needed to be
helped. Also, I found the uneducated ones, although they could read and
write, could not really take in four solid months study. They had never
done it in their V4 before. So we started to curtail it to one month
and now we have two weeks. It doesn't seem very much, but we have them
again and again and again. "

Although we have only two or threqzib}ear actually on this place
for itwo week periods, we have them now all over the district and call them
szle'camps. It is again an encouragement to reach the grass roots. We
have 55 village churches in this district in different areas. We
encourage the elders of the churches in one area to organize a.ﬁlble
Camp every year and either I wewll. go or Barry, my. colleague, u.ﬁiﬂ!%o,
or we even have Africans now who can teach sufficiently, ?ﬂ really be
a blessing. That has not happened through sany education diploma, but they
just kept coming back and coming back. Of course, it is a spiritual
thing to§ it is not just an academic thing. We found the spiritual
value has been tremendous. It has transformed the lives of a lot of
people. 1 find it a very, very worthwhile work. They have learnt a
lot. We also do practical courses. For instance, %olleague down in
Balovale, who has started now, Mr. Lorgn Ferguson, is just now doing a
two week period and he is taking a series on marriage, which is just
about the best series that I have ever heard in English or Luvale. This
is the fourth time he has done it and it has opened the eyesﬁfwt%#fg a
real education apart from the Chrlstlan value of it. Thoetedmmardmembion




Although dad never saw this day, I:am absolutely convinced that

he would have been very happy about it, because he had the W £
of it in the magazine he produced. He used, also to bring in teachers
for refresher courses and although the refresher courses were from the
poa:E'g%ﬂzégﬁrgﬁaiggfatlon, he alsc included a spiritual tlgzpzzfﬁgzﬁzft.
But thu s something more than that and we have found that srdamé been
of tremendous value spiritually and nowadays because it is only two '
weeks, they pay a very small fee. Also, Peggy is training the African
women in organizing coocking for a big group. (The African women is an
expert cook, so you have to qualify that statement.) But it is in the

are et an ‘eneed
organizing for many people that éﬁ:;-denib-hnoﬂterThey cannot handle it.

A A N
At the last Bible School, we had 250 for two weeks and to cook for that

huge crowd, Peggy had to organize a team of ten women every day. She
now has leaders so that she can literally leave theﬂ&gizékio the leaders
to do. -ﬂli”\é have excellent Christian women who can do *;EELéooking
and all she needs to do is produce the food and they can organise it.
Many of the people coming are not elders but younger men. Some of
the older 42}:;; are just past it, they just csn't grasp the new teaching.
It isnthe younger men, really, and already we have leaders now, who are
elders, who have been in the Bible Schools for ten years. We are not
trying to produce ministers or even evangelists or African missionaries.
From the Bible School, evangelisits have ég;:zﬁ;d—go-uﬂiséh-!'kll!ﬁiiib,
even full-time African missionaries, who are doing a very good job in
their area, teaching, evengelising, etc.%jggﬁiﬁtlmeﬁ,gzcelv1ng gifts
from their fellow Africans, same as we are - not "paid®. Host of
has come forth from the Bible Schools and they have become people who
are completely taken up with the work of the church and who are suf-
ficiently trained to be effective. Tou can make a man into an evangelist
but if he has no training whatsoever, his work is very ineffective
because he doesn't know what to say. Yeople get very tired of listening
to the same sermon over and over agaln. ;3 i-‘ﬁ:;?has to have sbmething

Bbole Schouot “hese raLin
to be able to give%d that is where,-i--: becondle offective. - =<

are becoming my very great Ifriends. W 1 gpend most
of my time off this place and always take one or two with me and together
we shargﬁb Even on the Copperbelt this idea of two week Bible Schools is
spreading. Jdust recently I went with one of my local African missionaries
who had been.:; the Bible School.allxt right from the very beginning and

we shared two sessions for ten days each)and he was for more effective
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than I was in the teaching and really went down very well.
Mr, Wilkin: I think you have answered all the questions that I can

think of at this time. Thank you very much.



Additional materials resulting from the interview

Mr. Gordon Suckling

Interviewed on: 26" November 1977
at his home in Mwinilunga District

Note: Quite a lot of correspondence and contact between us
occurred after this interview. Both Gordon and his wife were
very concerned about his speaking very freely and even
about grammar. | assured them about confidentiality and
that in such an interview grammar was not really important.
Even drafts of my dissertation material were send and
exchanged. He possibly expected a more usual-looking
book and not a dissertation. After a final copy sent to him,
he did not repeat his request for more copies.

17 items of correspondence followed this interview

* 6 items were exchanged in the period Nov. 1977 to
Sept. 1978 while | was living in Solwezi.

¢ 11 items were exchanged between April 1982 and
January 1984.

General note on all interviews and interviewees: These cover sheets were created from old notes 25 vears ago. They coritain key
manuscript information in each interviewee’s file. Often there is a short chronology of the interviewee’s life written at the time of the
interview. Most interviewees by this time {2006) are deceased; hence the huge potential value of this old interview. All intervicws
focused on education in the North West Province of Zambia mainly in the period from World War II until the 1970s. They often
contain information on other topics that in some way related to education. All interviewees were in some way leaders of their own
community or missionaries who had spent much of their life in the N.W.P Most interview transeripts contain rectangular boxes for,
or with, 5 numbers. These were used to code key data for research and writing in this pre-computer era. These codes are now
meaningless for me and for any one else. Unless noted otherwise, these interviewees can be used by scholars without restrictions.

1/15/2006
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61-15 98th St., #4f
Rego Park, New York 11374
9 January 1984

Dear Wﬂl

Thank you for your letter several months ago. I am pleased to
tell you that on Christmas Eve I received "xerograph" copies of my
dissertation for you and for other interviewees who responded to

my letter last July.

Within the next £dgzgﬁ§ht, I shall get these copies into the post
using parcel post surface mail. The post office tells me that the
copies to Britain should arrive by mid-February and the copies to
Zambia should arrive in late April or May. From experience,
however, I suspect that those to the former may take until the end
of February and those to Zambia until the end of June. Should you
not get your copy by my latter estimate, please let me know.

Along with each copy., I shall enclose a note. I shall also
enclose forms instructing everybody how to get additidhal copies,
if desired. American and Canadian dissertations (except for those
from a tiny handful of universities) have really become a new type
of book as you shall see —- one Qf the many new by-products of the

modern age.!

I hope that you have a wonderful New Year, with good health and
much happiness. _- 7N I 5 Ua/r'% ot

‘ . N e /s :‘i..,“,t, omcs F Atway
&¥ ﬂdﬁa kPJ—f nane-d Very sincerely,
. h'\," . + #U'_ oy
Z ""’;/ : J:_jk/,
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P.0. Box 175.
Rego Park, New York 11374
20th March 1983

Dear Gordon,

If I take the time to write you a long letter with
this final bit of material, you will never get the secript.
I am being pushed by frantic deadlines. It is, however,
the 3rd and 4th sections of Ch. XI--consult the outline.

Anyway, I am least happy with this material on
your father. I explain the dilemma in fn. 61, For
details I have been fgbpced to depend on at times hostile
government officers' reports.

This is an era you will no.doubt recall well, and
indeéd I mention you in the text. This seript will no
doubt stimulate your memories of some of these events.
Please do write me of any errors and suggestions. If the
mails are quick each direction I will be able to make
suitable corrections and/or acknowledgements.

Although ndteverything will please you, I think
you will like my summing up of Chitokoloki and your father
on pages 47-8. These are some of my most flattering . -
-;commentgganywhere‘in_thg;thesis on anyone!: - - g

I look forward to hearing from you, Use‘Fy

Syracuse addresy: 119 College Place
Syracuse, New York XX3ZX 13210

Very sincerely,
' David Wilkin
t
P.$.¢ I finally f our aunt's X#EXXHANE Tirst name,

03921%
Nora! But do you Ra%8 rs. Rudge's first name and maiden
name?



12 Harch 1983

Dear Gordon,

in dgreat haste I am sending yvou the section of
Chapter X that specifically deals with your father.
As this is still a bit hefore your time af active
missionary work at Chitokoloki, you may not have nuch to
say. If possible, however, at least aquickly confirm 1its
having reach#nd you safely.

By the time yourreplv reaches me, I will prohhbly
be in Syracuse once acain workirny: on the word processor and
rrevaring to cefend my thesis. Thus, insgead of my NYC
adaress, please usze the one above, i.e. Foreiun and Comparative
Studies Pro:iram, 119 Collere Place, Syracuse, New York 13210.

biuch more important to you will be the seqggion of
Chapter XI on your father. In many ways your father is
an enisma to me between 1933745, the last period of my
study. I suBpect that if Foerr in my interpretation it
will be during this periopd. UHopefully I will pet this
material off"to you this week., It will teéake a sreat of
lgck to getryour reﬁly in time, but we shall hopel.
The computer will help, even ’f:I et a word ffrom yvou
& dﬁy pefore, I could rush in a éhangator s50. I must
submit a #inal copy to the universfty in late April or
the first days of May.

I appreciate you and your son's kind conments on
Chapter VIII. Do keep in mind,however, that this i1s only
& dieser#ation, a book may, with lots of luck,follow later.
Honetheless vou can et mulliple copies. fut let us discuss
this later!

Very sincerely



SACHIBONDU BIBLE SCHOOL

Aox 3%
P.O.,, MWINILUNGA

ZAMBIA

205h.7eh.1963,

Dear David,

Thenk you for your leth 1 o7 the 25th.Januzry,
and Tor genling the drals chapter on ay Father's i‘nvolvament
in the imaergance of class—roon educabion in the H.,W,Province,
It nakes very interesting reading., :
In all honesty I find it difficult to criticise what you have
written, as I was totally ignorant of the facts you have pre-
sented until I read of them in this paper, My father and mother
hardly ever refered to that part of their history, and my in-
formation up till now has come Ffrom rather skimpy references
by the Africans who were actually with him in those days,
One of the young men you refer to, that went to Chitokoloki
with Dad from Kalene, is in fact still alive today and lives
in Lusaka, Chivivi the wife of Thomas to whom you refer on
page 12, is mXXXX also still alive, but is so 0ld that she would
not remember much of the details of those days,

I feel you have written sensitively about
my father, and your assessment of his character on page 2 is
accurate, I agree it is inevitable that you and I look at him
from different perspectives, but I challenge you to Wroduce
many "oak trees" that approached anything like his stature.

I am probably speaking from ignorance of the facts in an over-
all picture of Zambia in those days, but certainly in the
N.W. Province tHere was no one to touch him,

You say on pgge 7 that he was no revolutionary,

and yet where traditional "BrethreA attitudes and methods were
concerned,he wak, He wag ﬂman of true vision, but no mere

visionary, because he implemented his vision with tremendous

energy, courage, and determination., The chapter you have written

on him ends on a sad defeated nofe, but that was not true of his xR
life or work. Surely when you come to Chapter X1 you will be
telling'tﬁe tremendous story of his success in education., T

joined him as a lad out of school in 1938, and already the

education process had developed to a degree greater than

anywhere else in the Province, I ltaught a snall class of oicked
students in what was the Ffirst Standard V1. of ihe Provinne,

Sire F dlese stidel Uy onre roov o o loa U Wn the Goveyrnment

' AT Conhoes, o s teachers, or englioeers,

e Chitokoloki was at its peak educationally, there was not

cenly a large and welllorganised Boys and Girls Doardins
but a Teacher Training School, zxd & Trades School as
bven in the ledical work, iy Tather was detertiredn 5o

I ]
Tt re e rapt Ve Lt o
ARG A L R B B

. e ;e At e 4

oAl ioans gsitle, ving that Alricans could nold
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srocuee Tally guslified nurses, ol
marly o1 for that aatter a trads
qualified men of resl obhility i
NG remme, I Vietor Tewd,

Dewbler, and Jin Forsl 1d, Fis Caltlh in the Afrioon
well rewsrded, 2nd it is intervesting to note that his vision

of the developement of village industries is now one of the top
prorities of the Zambian Government. Above all he had arn uwnwavering
faith in God, who he knew could do the impossible, This was

the anchor to his optimism, drive, and unceasing labour, I ghare
his faith with him, 2nd know that if he was st%ill alive he

would be thrilled with the expansion, maturity, end independance

of the indigenous church in these days.

My son Kenneth who is here with us at “+ -hibondu
these days has read yor paper and is very interested, He asks
if you would send us ten copies (which of course we would pay For)
of your completed work, with four of these copies autographed
by yourself, He says he knows top Government officials who will

be very interested, In fact he suggest that we give a copy to the
President

Thank you for your work. With greetings.

Yours,



25 January 1983
Dear Gordon,

At long last here is the chapter that I promised to)send vou.
I am also sending you a chapter outline of the dissertation so
that you can get some idea how it fits into the #hole work.

As you can gtell, I am working on the new word dprocessors.
Even though they make scripts look bvery fancy, this is still
a draft. I must do the final copy in early March, but I can make
changes until them. After the dissertation is completed, I
will have a copy especially made for you. Also, under new _
university rules here in America and with special arrangements
v#ith the Xerox company, other people can also purchase copies
for about $20, almost like buying a book.

You do not need to return this copy but when writing back
please do the follo ing: 1) clearly specify the w~ord,
bpassage, etc, you are referring to; and ?) make vou conrments
quotable. The latter is especially tf if and ‘hen (or ~hen and if!)
you object violently to part of, or my w~hole, interpresation.
Should you object strongly to some part znd if T do not alter
the text accordingly, I will try hard to quote vour viewpoint
in the prefere, a footnote, an appendix, or some such place.

Needless to say, we look at vour father from extremely
different perceptives. You will naturally recall hi# very vividly
as a very fine oak tree, which he was. I am looking at him as
one exceptional tree in a whole forest!

I would also especially call your attention to footnote
twelve (page nine). I have become very interested in vou father
as ansignificant historical figure and so has my main professore-—
who is a studént of Boof. Sheppergflson at the University of Edinburgh.
I fear, hovever, that too few letters and writings by your father
£ill exist for any scholar to eyey write much about him beyond al
article. Do think this over, héwvéver, and give me you opinion.

*

4+ t
Last, please memember that this is a draft. It is intended
only for you and for your family to read at this time. Other
people will have a change later when it is conpleted. Under no
circumstances should ¥¥ it be repopduced by any means hatsoever,

I look forward to your commentary. Please be frank.

All the best.

David Wwilkin
P.5. I am sure that vour wife will be interested in Chapter VII
later. I almost sent it but postage is shocking to Zambia!
Your father will also appear in many other chapters but this is
his peak in my work.
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Centre for Continuing Education
Foly Pox 43, Solvezi

Tth February 1978
Dear iir, and Lrs. juckling,

Thanks fur correcting the script ang leaving it with dMr,
Rea in #winilunga. I collected it from him when up for the
sedtinar gise by the University. 3Sorry that you were avay at
4 meetlng but will hope that I can see you both again if I
can get up in July or sugust after wy three months of home
leave,

You need not have worried so much about the grammar,
Words generally come cut differently when we are speaking
than when we are writing. Thus, one 1s horrified quite
often when they are put down on paper from a tape rccording
unless edited. This I did not want to do myself, but
preferred tc leave 1t to you te do if you chose, However,
1t was nct really necessary as I am interested in the 1deas
and ncot how they are put. Scwme of the fanciest wordsg have
the least meuning! The fagts and ideas and points you gave
me about your foether wag Iﬁ?impcrtant thing., 1rn faect when
talking ahout a tpic that cne @wecalls with emotion, whiceh
certainly would ke the cuse when talking ahout the work of
cne's be¥wed father, one's words are naturally put less
grammaddgeal! 1 have noted your corrections, ncne-tie-less,

I doubt 1f 1'11 finish my thesis and book for ancther
geveral years but when I do I'1l gtry to wake sure that you
get a copy. Yeour gﬂther will _certainly deserve attention
and in fuct thet whB9n§ BPEatldesire to speax at length
With you. Hewgieindced one of the "heroesg'of the book!l 4
man of foreslpht and vision that hashebresat impact on the
province, in fact he deserves far mhre than part of the chapter
that will decl with Zombezi and Chitokolokl.

Please excuse this sloppy‘ﬁeiter! My secretary is on
leave and tycing in a noisgy office without drafting is always
a chére that I'd rather avoid, -

iy best regards.

Very slucerely,
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6375 CENTREL FOR CONTINUING KDUCATION,
kRiks P.U. BuX b3, el
SOLWE4I, T
2/ bW/ L ROF 6th January, 197§

fire. Ge. vuckling,
F.C. Box 3&,
lwinilunga.

bear Mr, buckling,

I have just finished transcribing our interview, having my typist
type the transcript and lastly re-playing the tape to ocatch Dajor errorse.
Thus, you will note different sorts of corrections on the two copies of
the transcript that I am enclosing to you. I should be grateful if JOu
could go over them for any correctioms. 1 shouldn't worry too much abaoui
style, etc., as this is more-or-less a tramscription of direct sveech
which always tends to be repetitioMs and jumpy in places. I would thin:
it more important for you to note and correct any incorrect or wrongly
stressed facts or opinions. I have tried to use punctuation that s:emed
appropriate to give the right emphasis to your ideas, but this is no ens.
task and I may have wrongly connected or separated impoi;ant ideas.
llease also feel free to make additions either on the text, on sepsratc
added sheets, or at the end.

I should be grateful if, after goin; over the transcript and mzdtdng
any changes, you would return the original copy to me and retain the
carbon for your own benefit. 4is I usually do, the transcript has been
marked "confidential™ meanihg that 1 will only use it for nmy own rosearch
and should any other scholar wish to look at it, they would need to write
to you for permi:sion before quoting you. If you feel this is unueccooors
Just delete the word "confidentiil”.

Cn 20th January, I hope to make a brief trip to nwinilunga to give
the *pogtyoned UNuk seminar from last Hovember when I saw youe <+ wonid
very much like to come up and see you briefly =sgain before leaviiy zn Lo
<and, but sim:ly do not .now whether this will be possible witain the
¢lose strictures of the timetable: arrival Friday aftcrnoon te pren-re
for the seminar, seminar all day Saturday and departure on Sunday. 1t
we can somehow meet, I would be very pleased. I hope to stay at
Fre #illiam Xae's at the boma and we will be giving the sewminar ian Lao
Fural Council Chamber.

Thus if we can meet, very good; otherwise, 1 shall hope to ne:p
from you about the interview.

Very sincerely,

Pe David Wilkin
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CUNTRTOTCH SORSTRITNA TN ATION

T.0. TOT 43,  SOTETOI
5th Tecerber 1977

Dear ¥r Suekling,
Thank you very much for civing me so nuch of your time
to intervicw you at lenegth arout your father's work in
education. Tt wac certeinly one of the interesting ang
- vseful interviews thot T kave had in my resc.rolh with anyone.
I skall try to huve it trunseribed in the next several wonthg
erd serd you g cony 1o correet and unnotate with any new ideas,
nointg, ete., that vou may like to make.
1 wes 2leo nost king of You anc your good wife to have
tke Teide and nyself to  luneh. Trey thnnouaglylenjoyed
the oton with you as well and all of us found the tour of the
rew furm Taseinuting.,
“ten in T olvezi pléase,do ctop by et least for a cun
of tes and if lute in tle day a hed is alwaye waitine for
visitorg., I ghall be 1n my new home within the next fortnight.
"o ret there, when coming fron "winilungz, just turn left before
you recal the old Solmezi;church in the centre of town and
*SOJ’QC or 4CC potres nniil you comé to a *T' junetion. Uy
Feuse is straictt Yoo s0 just eurve around from the Junction
wnti? you rewech it. It ie = large new white houge with a high
fence uromnd it ard neg eacily missed,

"iehing you a vesceful Chiri etmas and plescant New vesr,
Very sincerely,



XXRERRR R A K KKR N AR U S A EX
6575 Coliia FOR CONTINUING LDUCATICN,
Rinii PaUs BUXK 43,

g 4y
SULWELT o

=
-
4

BOUS PGy 9th November 1977

lire Gordon iueckling,
nible <chool,
mwinilunia.

Lear kr. suckling,

de met about 12 years agozhwinilunga. but no doubt you do not
remember me. ince then I have lived in various parts of the Lortl.
«estern i‘rovince und Zambia. is you muy have heard, 1 am presentl
writing a "llistory of fHducation in the North-western Frovince''s lhic
more recearch that I do, the more I realize that about half u ch: ter
needs to be spent on Chitokoloki and about your father who seeningly in
the 19308 had advanced education further than anywhere else in theo
province. I have interviewed many Africans, and 1 am overwhelm:d t
their almost unanimous praise and details recalled of his works

fy interviewing is now ending but 4 would if at afl possiile 11 o
to chat informally or formally (on tape) ~ whichever you prefer ~ wit:
you, about the educational work of your father,

I shall.be in Mwinilunga District from the 24th-30th ioverier -
will endeuvour to get in touch with you after arriving to see i it o
convenient for us to talk sbout your father's work in the field of
education, .

Very sincerely,

Fe David ¢ilkin

I Dkv/'/fm



