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Chimwemwe
8 Gardner Way
Chandler’s Ford
Hampshire, UK, SO53 1L

sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk

Carole Ann Leith
12 Rosecliffe Crescent
andon, Ontario
ada

WGK 3X9

Dear Carole Ann
Thank you so much for taking the trouble to write and send us, and others, the news about Muriel.

By an amazing coincidence we had heard. In late July, after a fantastic safari trip in South Africa, we
were standing in a queue to go through security etc at O.R.Tambo airport. We just chatted to the
lady next to us in line and when she said she was returning to Gaborone | asked if by any chance she
knew Muriel. Of course she did —as | imaging everyone in Gabs did — and she told us of her death.

|, with my late wife Carol, had known Muriel since 1972. As a minister of the Methodist Church | had
been posted to work in the United Church of Zambia and was sent to Kitwe where | became minister
of St Margaret’s Church. Muriel was our Church Treasurer —among other offices she held. We
became good friends. When we returned home in 1979 we kept in contact with her and on several
of her visits to the UK she came and stayed — for short periods, with us and after Carol had died and
|, later, married Sandy, here too. We ferried her to Beaconsfield and met her cousins.

In 1999 | was on a sabbatical study period which | spent partly in Zambia and South Africa but also in
Botswana. | stayed with Muriel - and Ruth was staying there too in the “town” place she owned. |
had always been aware of the enormous, and largely unsung, contribution Muriel had made in many
spheres of her work in Zambia and | was aware too that in some ways she was overshadowed by
Ruth’s high profile position. | wrote to our Prime Minister, obtained the supporting documentation,
submitted the details and was absolutely delighted when she was awarded the MBE.

Muriel was an incredible lady and a good and generous friend. We are glad to have known her.

Thank you again for your contact with us — at a distance as the friend who helped with her
correspondence and cards and now with your letter.

with-best wishes

—
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19 Nov 2015
Dear Carole Ann,

Thank you so much for sending the information about Muriel Sanderson
and her death in June. Since I had not heard from her for about a year I was
concerned that she was ill or had passed away.

I met Muriel in 1975 when I went to the Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation to
work with the Women’s Training Center. During the next three years we
became good friends, went on trips around Zambia, had many fun evening
at Muriel’s home (games, dinners and swimming parties). She would
entertain us with stories of Botswana when she returned from a visit there to
see family or go to some State occasion.

I was privileged to visit Botswana on my way home from Zambia in 1978. 1
spent an afternoon at the State House with Aunt Noni and had tea in the
garden with Ruth. And as I remember lan picked me up at the hotel to take
me to the home. That was ages ago but I still remember it as a highlight of
_my trip home. This is probably more than you want to know but it was a
“special time in my career.

I, for one, appreciate all you did for Muriel. She was one of a kind, much
loved by all who met her. Thank you again for your thoughtfulness of
sending the picture and information to her friends. Best wishes to you in the
years to come.

incerely,
Hoaadon

Jane Heaton
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December 4, 2015
Dear Carole Ann Leith:

Thank you so much for sending the word of Muriel’s death and the gathering last month at her
gravesite, as well as the wonderful picture of her on her 92™ birthday. Was she buried in Gaberone or
Serowe?

A day or two before your message reached us my calendar reminded me that the time was approaching
when Muriel’s annual Christmas letter might be arriving. We have a well-filled folder of her letters that
she has sent us over the years and will add your card to it.

Muriel and | first met at a London Missionary Society gathering at Llanmadoc in south Wales in late
August 1947. People from many different parts of the world where LMS had connections were there,
including two young men from Botswana (then Bechuanaland).

At a reunion of those of us who had been at Llanmadoc took place between Christmas and New Year,
Muriel took me aside to tell me of her fear that she and her sister Ruth, who both were living with their
parents, would be disowned and expelled if their father became aware of the rapidly developing
relationship between Ruth and Seretse, whom she had met at a party at the student hostel where he
and the young men who were at Llanmadoc were staying. She wanted me to meet them, and that
happened at the annual meeting of the Congregational Union of England and Wales that May, where
Seretse had been asked to speak. | returned to the US after two years in Britain in early June.

The rest, of course, is history. | have written about my keeping in touch with her over the years and can
send that to you if you are interested.

[

Sincerely,

N

2135 S. Columbine
Denver, CO. 80210
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