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PO Box 1607 Kitwe Zambia
August 19th, 1972
My deaxr -

Believe it or not, I have been meaning to write this letter since
May, ~ the only good fhing is that I have beat my uswal record of only finding
. time to write at Christmas time, My mail box is so enpty these days ~—me—-

I last wrote ( I believe) last October. I stayed at home as T had
planned for Christmaz, and had quite a number of people for dinner in the
eﬁening at Christmas, which was quite warm this lagt yoax, After Church on
Christmas morning I vent round the hospitel with the Hospital Advisory
- committee members, and the District Governor. The Mayor should also have
been there, but after returning from a 6~woek recruting trip to England and
East Africa, he arrivad back on the morning of Dec 24th, attended a civic
cocktail party that evening, wnt on to a private party until the small hours,
then flaked out ~ understandably enovgh. We did the usual things, handed out
gweets and toys to the kids, admired the néw borh bgbles ( including twins)
and greeted the rest, I then went out for luch to friends, cold buffet style.
I then went heme, had a nap, and greeted my first dirnmer guests of Apm who
had come for & swim} Here in Zambia our schools min from January to December,
80 this Christmas holiday is in the middle of our main anmual holidays, and
that means many people are away. I did not feel terrivly bright around then,
and realised after some days thet I was gedting the same feelings es I had
when I got this intestinal parasite 18 months Previously, Fortunately I got
to the doctor befcre it got much of a hold, T suppose it had never really
been cleared up, New Year's Eve was very quiet, I was invited out to dinner
with friends , ome guest was a loeal minister who had 3 sexrvices the next
day, s0 we broke up very early - vhich suited me, as I wag feeling very tired,

In the middle of Jamuary my Scottizh fanily from ‘he bush came to say
for a weck, They have one eon in Scotland and 2 younger daughters at a boarding
primary school herc in Zambia, They live a hard day’s drive from ¥itwe, part
of the hezard is crrssing a river by ponioen that is not always reliable,

Then the school is another even harder dny's drive; 50 they 2lways come for
at least a week, as 4 of ihose daye are (riving on custy dirt racds or wet
muddy slippery dirt roads, depending onthe seasecn, I really enjoy having them,
Bill and Margaret Mackenzie are really wary nice &d I look forward to their
visits, The school has only 2 termo as all the kiiz come a leng journey, so
they come and stay with me 4 times a year, They usvally nanage to combine with
another missionary fanily and take it in turns 4o drive frrom Kitwe to the
- school, so one time Bill drives with his kids and the other mm and daughter,
" and Margaret stays with me; or Dr Curry drives and takes Margaret and all the
kids and Bill stays with me. The two gizls ~ 7 and 9 -~ love my swimming pool -
.and the cats and kittens which are usualiy around,

My divorce went ‘through the High Courtbdn'March 29thy a day T wish T
could forget. I just could not gee what connection that cold quick cour | case
had to do with my marriage, and the judgs was not really a congiderate man,
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It was the week leading up to Easter, and some golf professionals had
arrived for a big tournament, and he wanted to have an wnofficial knock
around the course with them az soon as he could get away. 50, after having
been asked to arrive at 10.3%0,, I was then to%d - come as soonas pos after
Jam and it will be first come first served (). So my friend Marjorie

.and I got there early, only to hear the Judge was delayed ~ he arrived at
9.30 - and decided to stéck to the original order. So we hun® around the
court, they .could not even find chajrs vntil I really got mad; he was a

- horrid little man ldoking rather like a fat pig in his ridiculous wig:.

I had not expected any publicity, and fortunately missed. the woman reporter
who came to the court jiust affer I left, but she still anaged to put in a
big headlin§ next day dragging in Seretse and Mindolo. “sually our paper
is not too efficient at getting news in t"2 next day, and I had hoped if
anyhting came, it would be the next week, as I flew to Botswana én Good
Friday, but this time they were on the bell. I had to go to work on Maundy
Thursday as we were paying wages, but I vas tarribly upset, and it did no%
help when a bkight young VSO sailed in and ccngratulated me on my release,
and asked wht time wes the celebration? I could have murdered him, But I
dupposed he is typical of today's attitude 1o divorce, : :

I flew via Livingstone, which is back way round, but otherwise there
is only one plane week via Lusaka on Moadays, and I wanted tozgﬁere for
Baster. I arrived in Livingstone at mi¢-day, and was having lunch when

the Zirways man came to tell me there would be some dalay as the plane

was grounded with a burst tyre. It was only a small 8 seater anyway, but

at a nearby little place in Botswana there was another little plane
waiting to go back to Baborones the next day. Ameong the people delayed

was an official of Botswana Airways, end he spent hours rying to get
through with the Zambia Airways people to contact Botswana. But, the only
telephone or telex links are via Rhodesia, and as they all thought. thete
would be no messages, they all ghut up shop and went home. It was nut until
5.30 that any sense was made of anything, and then we lecarnt there would be
no flight. that day, and they hoped we could leave next day at mid-day.
Those hours at the airport eceemed end'less, and for me it was somehow even
worse coming &0 soon after my divorce and ell its nervous tension,

The next prcble: was to find hotel reoms, Fagter is a favourite time to
visit Livingstone and “he TFalls, and we drove aroued ir the pouring rain for
2 hours trying to get fixed up. T whe end we 4id, at a rather run-down
little hotel, but at leant we got a 2123l - a%t 9pm, and a bed, I tried to
ring my aunt at State House - Ruth faretse and the family were all at the
annual pariy conventiona at Francistown ~ but there was no answer. The
original plan was for me toifly to Francistwon on this little plane, spehd
a day and night there, then fly cn to Geborone to be with my awnt until

the family teturned on Easter Monday. I thought at least Ruth would know

. about the debdy, But vhen we finally left L'stone and got to F'town,

- I found they had all gone to the ai:zvort the previous day, not knowing the
plane had never even left! The local officiale had not realised Ruth had
her sisiter coming so did net tell them. By the time T arrived in Pliown

I had lost my comnection to Tebowcns, but luckily Zambia had sent 2 Cabinet
ministers to the party meeting and they had a chartered plane laid on to
return early to Gaborone, so I flew with them and the Botswana Minister of
Trade. Ruth had managed to get a message through to my aunt.
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After such a-disastrous start, I had a ndce stay there. I managed to
fit in a visit to Parliament, which is not much bigger than Kitwe City
Council, and wvery friendly. Thev were discussing quite an important bill,
80 almost everyone was there._Butahdw ridiculous protocol is, Seretse
was there, not in.the house but in the restaurant, chatting up various
ministers and keeping an eye ¢n how the debate was going. But I could not
drive back with him, I have no idea why., I did not mind the walk at all,
but he was full of apolcgieg, We had a day out at their farm, about 10
miles outside Gaborone, where Seretse hee cattle, and grows fruit and veg,
The mineral developmeni in Roiswana in resily coming on, and no doubt "at
all they will be very comfortasle one day. This year for the first time
they did no* need aid fiom U¥. - a miracl:: I never believed possible so
soon.

The big family news is Jackie's engazem:nt, which actually was

officially annouaced on 1zt July - Seveira's 5lst birthday, I met her
fiance at Easter, he ie Duich, cducated in Britain, and currently Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry ox Industry snd Commerce, He wants to settle
in Botswana and take out civizenchip, He has been married and got his
divorce just after me, 2 fact which upsch Ruthand Seretse . of course.
They itried to persuade Jackie to go awzy for & time, she had intended going
to university in Meu#dc. but che decided not to 20. ind they could not get
her to go away even for a short time, I liked him when T met him, he is
4 or 5 years older, and he has go% on very well with Buth and Seretse,
Jackie is still very moody, but he seered to be raving a gocd effect on
her, so now they are making the best of it, It does notheem to hav. been

: o ot . Y o .
FREY™$dn o 'BS REIRAER TRODEschRG.V2S, Roadling novanin, folland and S. Africa.

Ian went to Sandhurst in fpril avd is enjoying it very much. He found

it very hard work at firet, but his reports are satisfactory, end now he
has adapted to ‘the routine. Right nows he is in Cemeve Tor & nonth,
The twins are going to a new achosl ir Geboxrone; wherc they are boarders,
only allowed out on Syndwys. IS ia 1w by the same poople who ran {he
school ‘in Swagiland vheme Tan weni, #:d vhere the twing went last year.
‘They are neexrly 6 feet teil, T 2culd »n% helieve it whon they met me -
these 3 very t=l" Lows, all evcund th- same kaisht, and the twins were only
15 in February. -Thay are inclies Palle ™ tiimn a1l the others ir their class,
and over a foo’ talior “hen solme. The cchool: is starting one year at a time,
£0 the twins are repestinc «he same zeaw. A very nice'couple, Lean Yates,
are rumming it. I wag Invited out %c anper wiih them as wa have mutual friends,
here at Mindolo.

I spent 10 days ther2, then re% irned with my aunt, She had had a few
colds and fly, and needed a rest. Sh: planned to gtay for 3 months, but
Just before leaving, got flu here, so in the end stayed almost 4 months,
as the plenes were all full lesving here for 2 weeks with kids returning %o
schools in S, Africa, She is now 847, and remarkably £it, but I find it
so difficult trying to get any inter=sting conversation going, as her
interests are so narrow, Portumeteiy zome of ry friende think she is
wonderful, and she sparkled when out and keing fussed over; she also lovesz
all my arimals and T had kitiens curing her stay which she loved,
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In May and June the annual drama festival was held in Kitwe, so I had
season tickets and my aunt and I went to 10 out of the 16 plays. The standard
was novhere as good as usual, mostly because so many experienced producers and
actors have left, and short term pewple have not the same devotion, There were
4 African schools who entered, but the adjudicator, who comes out each year
from Britadn, said he could not judge them by the same standard, not because
they were African but because they were sbhool entries, and their aim was so
" different from adul+ groups, He was a very nice chap, James Roose-Evans,,apparently
a well-known London producer, who actually lives next door but one to the house
in Belsize Park whenere I stayed last year with my friend Phil, I was very glad
I saw the plays, as at least I know now what I would like to see again. The
winning play was streets ahead of all the others ~ Pinters "0lg Times", Others I
saw which I would like to see again included "Little Malcolm and his struggle
against ehe Eunuchs", ‘'"After Haggerty", and "The Real Inspector Hound",

James had some hard things to say about the monopoly of European casts and

groups, and said much more effort should be made to get African dramg groups(adult)
going, and using some of the very good West Africa plays, He came out to see
Mindolo in the early days of his visit, and was most interested. He came out
several times, and I invited him to luch to meet some of our staff - of both

races! He would like Mindolo to start a drams section, and secmed to think he
might be able to find some big Trusts to help finance it, We shall see .,.,

The Mackenzies came twice while my aunt was here, at the beginning and at
the end, Bill is a very useful handy man, and he always does my plumbing jobs,
odd carpentry, electrical, and whatever is necessary, Also while she was here,
my 2 young English school teacher friends from Barotse, in the extreme west,
came for a week.- Michael and Tim. They are lots of fun, and as their contracts
-end at the end of the year, I have decided to vigit this part of the country
before they go, so shall vifit in October. At the same time, I am going to
run a short simple course in their part of the world, for small shopkeepers,
mostly simple accounts, I haven't done this before, and it should be interesting,
Thkhis will be at a place called Mongu, admin, headguarters of the province,

The boys teach at Senanga, only 70 miles away, but a 3-4 hour drive in a Landrover
or equally tough vehicle, Barotse is extremely sandy, Fortunately there are
planes , 5 a week to Mongu, 2 a weeck to Senanga, so 1 shall fiy, and in Mongu if

I need to get about shall have to borrow transport, The United “hurch of Z. is
-supposed to be setting up the courses, the other one will be for supervisors

and another staff member here from MEF will be running that,

The last month really was heetic. The last weekend my aunt was here, the
Mackenzies arrived for 10 days, and their last weekend there was a wedding
- of Ted, a chep who has been here at Mindolo for 10 years, and his best man
Stayed with me. They had s quiet wedding reception at the church hall after a
2.30 wedding, then 16 people were at a dinner at my house in the evening,
including my house guests, and the bride and gowoom. I did not do the catering,
the Mindolo chef and supervisor did it, so for me it was really relaxing,
Ted's parents came out for the wedding, but Margaret lost her father just
before Easter and her mother did not want to come alone, 50, when last Monday
veek, Mackenzies and the best man left, the house seemed very quiet after 4
months of somebody- being around, But last night I had a phone call to my one
of the Barotse teachers, Tim, would like to come with hig fiince for a wveek
on Monday, so I shall have company again.
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Mg deap -
1t really was nice to gst so many: answersg so promptly from my last..

lstter just-3 month ago. It usually takes me 2-3 weeks to get all the
letters written with a personal note, end I go through myaddress book
alphabetically, I sent them all surfacs mail, so imagine my_surprise whan
I started getting :replies long before I had even reachad halfeway through
the list. I thought parhaps the post office. here had sent the. podd. one pr.
two by air, but I realised that almost if not all went that way, I heard
from .one that she had to pay excasss pestagae If this has happaned to you -
all, 1 really am sorry. I only hope it doesn't; happen again,. ’

.- ‘Some of you know that I celebrated my 50th birthday 11 -days aga,
Celebrated-is3the.right word this time ~ it lasted for over a weekd I
started off by buying myself a new car - for the very ?irst.time"ﬁ,as I
figured out that nobody else was -likely to:, I got this the week before,
it is a Morris Marine 1300, 4 door, in,a gorgeopuys shade of mustard 'yellow,

I really am appreciating having a brand new car to.drive, Then, that-

wesk beforehand, one or twe visitors were around from Lusaka, who wers not
going to be here for my party on 28th, go they took me out to dinner, ;

The party I had- jointly,with Jeramy Peake whose birthday -was the week befors,
and we invited 50 guests although in the end only 38 could come. Jersmy is

a Jolly'good.cook, .sa he made a curry, and his wife Min organised the sajads, -
all-T had to do-was-to buy some cooked chickens for those not wanting curry,
We were .very lucky, the. rain held off, it was very hot, and we wera able. to
have the glass doors right open and spread allov ver ths .balcony and garden,
We: also organisedldzsergants to do the serving and washing up, sa I have never
had such an easy-timajq hgr friends brought & superb birthday cakes

This of course was great fun, but was made into a small anti-climax by

the phone gall I:had: the previcus day fromE ric Gillespie in Lusaka, He and

his wife Pam used to be in Kitwe, Eric is an accountant, and he rang to say
he had.to go- to Gaborone: the next week on 3lst to make. arrangements to be ]
dounthere for. & special job for 3-4 months, and. as there was a spare geat -on
the plane, would I like ta go? Would I 7 Wow. I -just couldn!t: beliesve it.. g
S0 T rang Ruth:that night,.apd-agked if they would .be there, and luckily they
were, they wers.due to go away on Thursday 2nd,  and we wera returning on

the lste I had no tax‘clearance=certiﬁicats,-but,luckily-somaone I know had to
gé to Chingola - 30 miles away-.tp get one also, so got mine. IA fact, every-
thing just worked our perfectly.zwe‘ﬁggwrfrnm Ndola, 45 miles away, on a . .

6 seater twin ‘engined Piper, the pilot. Lives in Kitwe so I duly reported at his
house at 4,30 A on my birthday, and we drove to Ndola, leaving there at Gam,
picking up Eric,. Pam and the kids in Luseka. We got to Gaborons at 11,30,
taking only 45 minutes longer than the scheduled flight,. where my aunt met me,
Ruth and Seretse had arranged a dinner party for the people I know there, and
Eric and Pem were invited, but could not come to dinner as they had a business
dinner, but they did come for an hour for drinks, I had had made a cotton
evening dress for the 28th party, so took it with me, and although Ruth had

not intended wsaring a long drees, she spgrtily phoned the women and askad them
to do likewisa. 1t so happend that the Zambian High,Commissicner to Botswana,
John Sokoniy isﬁan;oldJﬂriend—of—mine,;and,it.spuhappangmha was born the same
dayranduyaar'&s-ms.,So.Ruth-aqdeQfetsa asked..him without ; mqntiqningxI‘mpuld
be coming or that they knew it was his birthday, So he had.a, big surprise..

His wife was back hers in Zambia visiting femily, so the Mtuins" were dinner
partners - most convenient}] Jackie amg her fiance were thare, but not the
twins, but they came home in the afterncon, Their headmaster is an old friend
of the Jeremy mentioned above, and he came to the party as I have got to knouw
them through Jeremy, We left-the next day:at 3pm, se 1 had 27% hours therel

be got back even guicker than ye flew dowp, ,and I enjpyed very much the. last .
bit from Luseka to Kitwe after dark, flying fairly low, we could even pick out
streets of a town we pagsed, Kitwe has-ng lights at.night, and until then I.had
no idea planes could lend after darcky but-they had.puyt oyt a few hurricane lamps
which. the pilot spotted yith,nofdifficﬁlty.at_all.QSo,aiJgan_hanaétly say,

I had a memorable bjrthday =:800-miles each wéy,for a.dinnel partyi Everyone

at Mindolo was tickled plnk;(* Kitwe airstrip for private planes)
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At the beginning of :October I:had this 2 week holiday to Barotse in the
Western part of Zambia, that had bsen postponed 2-3 times. My Canadian artist
friend ( who rums the Art Dept end:Mindole, and is responsible for producing
the Christmas cards I often send ) Marjorie Murray came with me, and this
made it far more enjoysble, First we flew to Mongu, where I was to Tun
the Shopksepers Course, There is a very small lay training centre there run-
by the United Church of Zambia, oub of profits from the one and only petrol
gﬁagégg dnvthe toum,.:The UCE was cancarnsd about dropping income from -

81..4nd ‘a Canadisn was sent over- to start varioug. husiness projects
and with the'profits:the church could continue end -even expand. They ars -
mostly in‘rural-areas so serving a very: wseful netional need at. the sama tim e.
Well, the man-inehargs:is Swiss, and .I think he did net undarstand the
differenca between ‘shopkeeper,:'shop asgistant, orf shopworker. .5o: 1nabead
of the owpers I had sales assistants. ¥ out of ‘the: 11 spoke- reaaonable g%
englishy thHe-rest-were: pretty podor. S04l had. to:re-urite ‘all my . lactures, .-
and after the firsk-:le@sson-ask arie man-to replace:one chap who did.pot- say ...
anything in english but *yes sir", much to the amusement of the rest.
In the mgenings I went .round and saw ihere they worked,.and I had the classe s
from 5,30 68,30, when it would be true 6 say. that:.none of us were uery
frash. Anyhouw, we survived, Another staff member from MEF, a -certain:Mac.
Mtine, was also running clasges during the day.for Supervisors, sa Margorie
ended.-ug. being .our-cook -and -housekeeper, Mac:finsished his ‘class as. I
startad mlﬂe, so:tha uther 2 nably wamtad untll 8; 30 far their maal.

e

R

we usre takan to .meet . the - thunga, tha losal “King“, uhu has a 1ot of
pouer s The aree:is very cut ‘off fromthe rest of.Zembia, apd:the.Llitungs is.
considered morg important than the President in those parts. He had lived: .
in‘Kitwe for ‘20 'years before.being'elected, and 1 knew him slighly, and hls
wife used- to-come to YWCA moetingsy The set up si really feudal, Apparently -
he :broke..lots of rules seeing:us, He wasg in bed with bad rheumatism, and

‘to:sge-visitors in bed is not the thing to do. .He-has'had & lot of prassure

from his advisors to.take on younger:wives, -but- has resisted, and. he-uwas 31ck
in his wifels house, ‘which iz also against the rules. His. poor wife;is not
allowed to leave the village ( which is surrounded by matting supported- by
spears) ‘without:the permission of the chiefg and advisors, The present:
Litunga wae-sver 60 when he took office,-and up to:then his wife could: do
what she! liked, They have 10 children, allof whom have university degreoes

or who are-in-university, and when- those kids-and their children: come. home
to:visit, they must .find. it very strange. It is extremely sandy , and-it tock
us ar. houv to drive the 10:miles.from Mongu, The river Zambezi. runs through
Monguy iand floods evary year, .over a-plain about- 20-30 miles acrass, S0 .
there is a very colourful traditional: ceremony when the: Litunga and .all the
villagers move up to higher ground for 3-4 months,:-The overflowving river -
leaves fertile mud over the sand which is: good- fer .cropswhen-the villagers -
return. I yould love to go this ceremonyy but:it:is usually fixed about 2

~‘wesks: in .advance,’ according 'to the rdins, and it yould be impossibls to get -

a.plens booking in time to do..T could drive, .but.it is nearly 700 miles, -

“but if 2 ar:3 went end shared the-driving, ‘we gould do it, The now tarred-
vroad tu Mongu was DpenEd recently, and thls has cut hours off- tha guurney.

Narjcris and 1. then Flew an to Senanga, aouth'about ?ﬂ mlles, “to- atay
wlth Tini-:and ficheel, the 2 teachers. wha bad stayed with mo 2-3:times, -~
It:-is & ‘:beautiful spot on a huge bend of the Zawbgzi, really-isoclated as the

roads in and out are so.awful you just would not' try-in-an ordinary. car,

We-stayed a week, ‘and during the weeksnd in the middle we walkad.3 miles %o
the nearby ‘United Church MigsionHospital , wher: we stayed with a.young - .-
Frentch‘couple = he is: the. doctor, she the nurss, We enjoyad. this immensely. .
The:Hogpital is sltuatad ‘on a.lagoon off .the maif river,.sg there was 0o .
current which’ is vary ‘strong. -indeed in the main ‘riveri Meniaxed -and -swam and
mat the staff - there are aonly- 2_doctors, and :the érig.whovhas been theres:

Por 20 yourg was cn‘leaue.:ThérBVis*a'Dutéh;éScéttishzandsEnglish'nurse,»ubrv
A very-:nicé oommunity,and Macjorie and ‘I -stayed-on an extra-day, .getting-a.
1ift-bdck.to thE school, Because it is so-cut:6ffy Tim . ang Michasl!s.friendg:
réaliy went:-to town inviting' us, apd uwe wers oub-to'dinmet every night..-

i0neteacher had a.small boat and: he took us:gut on-the:river: twice, Just- to.

> give” you some idea what the poor kids have to put up.-with,  at that schepl-are
'teachers fromiEngland, America,- Auasia, India,.Pskistan, Ceylon, Hollandy -

Smsden, 5,° Afrlca, Kenya Canata,. and. Zambias: I had- geeat. dafflcuity underw
standing some-of them, 80 heavan-krows how. the. klds farad. e

-
Y .
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From Senanga, we went south again to tivingstone for the last 3
days. There, we stayed at the new Intercontinental Hotel right at ths
Victoria Falls, October is our hottest month, and Livingstone ane of
our hottest towns, - and the Barotse Province also the hottest, -
but there was a pool at the hotel, and air conditioning. Ws enjoyed
the luxury after the rather dusty, sandy conditions of Mongu and
Senangas I have a friend whe is at the teachers training college,
who took us out one afterncon for a pleasant drive. :

While I was away, and in fact for 5 weeks altogether, I had a family
in my house who had to move fromtheir house and who will be in two J=manth
leave houses until they leave in May, I think it has cured me for all time
of having people to stay! They completely took me, the house, and everything
over, and I just couldn't do a thing, They have 2 kids who have never been
disciplined, and when I finally took them to-the airport last Monday week
for a 3 week holiday in Malawi, I heaved a sigh of reiief, The whole house
was in a disgusting state of turmoil, and whan 2 of these friends I mentioned
were in Kitwe, I hated asking them back home as I'did not know what I would
find, I should have known what they would be like, sveryone said I was a
fool to havse them{ I am still hunting for some of my belongings, the kids
raided my room every day and what they took ended up in their toy box.

While in Gaborons, I caught up with Jackie's wedding plans, It wiil be
at 6pm on December 23rd, at the house, then next day the bride and groom and
2 sets of parents with my aunt fly in Seretse's plane to Serowe, while the
boys, Johann's sister and I drive in a car and van, Then on 25th thers will
probably be a lunch for tribal guests, end a tea party for others, I guess
Christmas will slip by almost unsnoticed with all these preparations,

Jackie and Johann will live on a farm about 5 miles out of the touwn,
Ian only gets one week's lsave at Christmas fromSandhurst, so his stay will
be very short. Then on Sunday 3lst, the new Bishop of Botswana will be
installed and consecrated in Gaborone, so we will all be back in time for
that, It is a most unsuitable date for most peopls; Gaborone is non-tribal
land ~& the government shuts down for a week between Christmas and New Year so
that people can go back to their tribal areas to look at their cattle and
plant,/It is right in the middle of the main school holidays, when most
expats take their annual leave, The date was fixed by ths Bishop in Rhodesia
without any consultation, and he is not exactly popular cver this. It is
precleely becesuse the church there was part of the Rhodesian didcese that
they fought to become independent = although thers are onlyl8 churches in
the country — it must be one of the smallest dioceses from this point of
vieuw, although terkitorially it must be one of the largest, When I got
back from my 2 day trip I found the RC Bishop from Gaborone and the énglican
vicar at a conference at Mindolo, so I had them round for & meal along with
another RC bishop from Lesotho,

now over 200,000

It.is guite fantastic how big Kitwe is grow1ng/- more than doubla the
size now since 1 arrived, Mindolo used to be outside the limits, quite cut offF,
but the town is spreading right along that road and now it is practically
a Kitwe suburb, The development out that way is light industrial on one side
of the road, and sprawling Africaen low cost housing on the other, Another
heevy industrial site has been preparsd beyond Mindolo as the existing one
nearer town is now full, We are going to have our first Zambian Town Clerk
at the end of this month, the only other cne is not yst confirmed, His wife
is the new President of Kitwe YWCA, and at one time was working in the house
for one of our former Canadian ministers at St, Margarets,

Mindolo is hoping to start ancther womens training course put in the
rural areas in January, We have one at the moment, which serves gemi rural
aregas around the Copperbelt, This new one will go further afield. Anothar
new course will probably supervisory courses for the new National Hotels
Corporation, and possible Zambian Airwvays staff too,

Well, I will close now wishing you all & very happy, blessed Christmas.
I must say I find it ofld out here to sing sbout frost and snow, I feel we
should rswrite or drop some of these carols,



PO Box 1607 Kitwe

2hth October, 1973
My desxr |

I am starting this letter on our Independence Day, which ie always
a public holiday, and very hot. In Luseka there are pavades and apeeches
by eseveral government minisbters, and aften Pres. Kaunda. Here in other
towne like XKitwe we get lesser fry, who talk for ages, and I don't msually
go, In any c¢ase I usually have to do a bit of work as it is so near the
end of the monbth and the salaried staff pay day - either 26th or 27th.
This month my assistant is on leave so I have to do both jobs, so I worked
3 hours this morning, Mindolo usually orgonises a sporte day with a
barbecue in Fhe evening, which I shall gzo to, followed by a dance.

This year I was in Bolswans for the Tth independence ce¥brations
on 30th September, but that was not my main resson for going. Huth snd
Seretse celsbrakted btheir silver wedding anniversary on the 29th September,
and after beinz undecided for weeke, I finally went down for a week,
Bub oh dear, flying these days seems to zef more and more drawn out.
The gquicker the planes go, the more bregkdowns, and lenz airport waits.
It is ‘4 hours flying time from Kitwe to Gaborone; once a week I can zel a
direct flight from Lusaka to gabunoma, and once a week I have 6" chenge
at Frencistown where bthere is only an hour before the next plane leeves.
Well, firet the connecting flight from Kitwe to Luseka was full even
though I booked 6 weeks beforehand, so I had to go down to Lusaks the
night before. Then the oonnecting flight gzot propellor btrouble as i%
landed and we had a four hour waib at Francistown before they deoided they
had no plane to relieve it in 8. Africa, so bthe engineer was told what to
do to permit just ome landimg , thus outbting out (gbg . and having to fly
direct to Johanuesburg, reburning the next day to Gaborone, On our plane
held up this way were 5 ambassadors from Zembia who are also acaeredited to
Botswana going down for independence, and one, the Indian, did not relish
the idea of going to S. Africa, although he was assured the gituation had
been cleared by radioc. I decided I did not want bto go there either, so I
s¥ayed behind and btook the Ersin which is a 12 hour journey for 250 miles.
T know the airways people quite well at F'town, so they got in touch with
Ruth to tell her, of course with 5 ambassadors on board the sctivity in
Gaborone among all the embassies there was quite heotio., So I arrvived atb
7. 30 Friday morning having left Kitwe 5pm Wednesday evening on whalt was
4 hours flying time - but took nearly 40 hoursl

The weather book a sudden turn from being boiling hot to gquite cold
and even rain. There was a fresk cold spell all over southern Africa, and
some pleces even had hail and snow. So I frogeon the train in my light
clothing, and had to borrow from Ruth most of the time I was there. Of course,
eveyoue in Bobewana wag delighted to have rein and a respite from the
terrific heab.

Owing to bthe muccessive days of silver wedding and independence,
the silver wedding was rather quiel, we just had o family dinner party.
There is always an annual ball run by different charitiea on the eve of
independenge whigh of course is theibr wedding anniversary,; 80 after dinner
we all went bto it, run by the Red Cross this year, of which Ruth is
Hon, Preeident. So am moon am we arrived Ruth and Serebpe were congratulated
arid danced the anniversary waltz alone! Rather like old days when bthey
sometimes stopped the dancing and everyone stood round to watdh, We all
enjoyed the dance very much and stayed until lam whioh is guite late for
them. They had 2 bands , one morse syuare than the other, so cabtered for
all tastes. Ton and the twins were very dubtiful and asked their sunt and
gract aunt to dance, and we bobth did pretty well all round. My aunt was
easily the oldest person there by at least 25 years,j 1 know gquite a little
nucleus and didn't sit many out. Ruth and Seretse had some lovely zifit s
and considevring how rare silver is out here, bthey did prebty well, I settled
for stainlese steel, with little silver keyrings as a token. Ruth gave
Seretse a silver Afrikander heifer, and he gave her a gilver Chev. car.
Altogether a plessant ocaaaion. :
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Ruth end Seretse looked pretty tired. They have had & heotio year,
Apart from their fairly frequent 2 week trips around the country when they
stay in their own oavaven, often right out in the bush, they have been
to Bthiopia for the annual 0.A.U. meeting, Qttawa Montreal for the
Commonwealtbh heads of state, 2nd a state visit to Tanzania, when they
toox the twins, who saw the sea for the first time ever,They loved it,
and zoggled and went on the coral reef and enjoyed themselves. But in 3
days they slept in a different town each night. The day vefore I left to
come baok, they went to Lesobho for btheir independence, just 3 days after
their own, on another state vigit.

Indpendence celebrations are often similar in African countries.
Thig year being s sundey, there was a 2-day split, with the ohurch gervice
in the stadium on the sauday, followed by the stadium award of medalg
on Moauday, and displays of marchiung, bands, and other things by youlbh
organisabions and the polioce. Then in. the afternoon a football match.
In the evening R and S zive a double cocktail party, first in the house
for cabinet and ambassadors, bthen an hour later all go ovt into the
govdens where about 500 people are invited, and they wander round.
So I met my ambassador btravelling compaunions sgain, pluse the residents
there. The Americsn couple sre very ocherming, bthey are black, aad the
British one is a woman, as so is the Swedish.

Ian graduated — or did he pass out? - From Sandhurst in Februery
having done very well and really ghining as a late developer. He loved
it and ocame bop in french and military strategy. The latter really i8
surprising as he is such a gentle boy. He then went to Higeria for 6 months
for a police training oourse, bub it wasn't much different from Sandhurst
o he left early. While there he organised a hockey team and captained them
4o victovry several times, which in that humidity is a real achievement.
Jackie and Johann are settling down oun their farm.which they are enlarging
and. developing, They seem to he happy, and popped in several timeswhile
I wam there, and of course were around over the weekend celebrations.
The twins - 15§ - are now 6feet 2 inches, btowering pver everyone. Last
Christmas they and Ian were all 6 feet, but they have now left him behind,
They don't like mchool all that much but enjoy Fbhe gocial work ride-
to avoid it beinz too privileged and cub off from socisky they go once a
week to a sgquatter suburb and take rlasses for kids who otherwise would
not go to school. Apparently this is the twina' favourite time of the
week, and they are good teachers even bho one wonders what they know
themselves to be able to pass onl They both wan} to be vets, but could
change. They will have to work lats harder if bthey want to go %o waiversity.
Ian will be 21 next February, so I shall go again then and skip out my
usual Christmas vieit this year.

On my last evening there, with Ruth and Seretse away in Lesotho,
1 took some of my friends out to dinner, &8 1 could not split myself
between them all. Some of you mighb know the Jones and Locks, both
miggionsries of the Congregational Church - the latter ig alas the
Speakér of the Parliament. Also in tie party were a oouple who used to be
in Kitwe, Heather end Dieter Muller, and. the hesdmaster of the ftwins!
sohool, Dean Yates and his wife. To addo bto the mixbure, my aupt and Ian
came, and. Derek's mother Mrs, Jones, and in spite of ranging from 20 to
86, it was a veally lovely evening.

On the whole, this has been a year 1 am very g£lad to see almost oveT.
Mindolo has been torn assunder by oune of those unplessant and disturbing
personality olaghes, caused by & young man from Europe who could not work
in a beam, acaept zroup decistons; who made up his mind just what Africa\
was going to be likebefore he ever ¥eft 'and refused to adap® when he )
arrived; who made up his mind whak le would do and howin spite of wna't
he found and tried to ocarry his ideas through in the teeth of real
oppositiou, It was a clascic case of one rotten apple spoiling the =maok.
Although he left a month ago after only completing 18 months, ‘the
trouble and worry he caused will stey with me for a long time. I had to
try to work closest with him, and he guobted me asbeineg impossible to work
with wher he resigned, alonz with 2 others, hoping apparently that the
governors would sack the 3 of us and keep him. Having accepted his
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resignation, they then allowed him to work oub his 3 moaths notice,
feelineg bitter and disappointed, after a gruelling 4 hour session

with the executive where the 3 he ocould not stand most and he himself
were supposed to disouss what wenk wrong. It was a perfeot example of
how not to sort ocvt personality diffevences. I was torribly upseb, and
from then on until he left I took all the leave I could bto get away
from him. Bub in the end he made himself so obnoxious that he was

told not to come near the oftice for the last month. Even bthen he

was too bthick-skinned to guit and go home, and used, to snoop around

2t lunchtimes and evenings, heaven knows why.

Just at this time, I had a letter from Murray belling me he was
being married again laber in the year. His second wife is a real
Zambian, one of the best trained nursingz sisters in the ocountry, and.
she wos matron of the Ndola Hospital, she is now transferred and i8
depukty matron in Kitwe. Just to illustrate how small our communities
are, she is a member of the Mindolo Boardof Governors, and I am a
member of the hospital advisory comnittea in Kitwe, The wedding was
put forward to 2nd July -~ for reasons which later became obvious, &8
it turned out to be ( as someone described to me "ihe shotgun wedding
of the year!) As several of my ufpriends" insisted on ringing me to
tell me jusbt why they had accepted the invitation to the wedding - in
a Baptist ohurch, with %he bride in masses of layers of white {ner
illegitimate daughter as & bridesmaid), I dedided my only proteotion
was ko get out of town. S0 when a friend wanbted oompany to drive to
Dar ez Salaam in Tanzania, 1 jumped. at the opportunity as it waajust

ver the wedding weekend. (The reception was just round. tho corner from
ere, and I was also worried that pcople would drop in after to dos?¥%3e

The drivec - taking 3 daye, Was most intoresting. I hate long i
drives normally, btut bhis was exceptional, besubiful scenery on the
Tenzonian side. The first day we saw the partial eclipse of the moon.
Wendy Bond is a most obsecrvant girl, and we stopped gountinually to
photograph trees, shrube, birds, the new Tanzam railway, villagers,
magases of things. We had 3 days together in Dar, staying a#t a beach
hotel, where Ruth and the boys visited when they were bthere, and.
then she flew to Burope aftber leaving her oar to be ghipped at bthe docks.
I only had one day more before flying back. I would like to have atayed
over bthe woekend, but Fhe planes were full.

While I wae in Dar I developedthe most vioious atlack of vheumatism
I have ever had, and 4 months later it still has not gone, After I
returned I was in such agony I went to the leocal hoepital for
physiotherapy, and had dcep heat and traction daily for 6 weeks.
Puring mosk of that time I ocould hardly write, aund after the early
afternoon treatment could not work for the rest of the day. Driving
was the obther painful thing, 1t was obvious to even me that something
Wag presping on my nerve coming down from my neck , across my shoulder and
rizht down to my little finger. The hospital btreatment did relieve it
a bit, but the massage 2 nureing friend gave me the most relief,’
One smide effect of the trackion, which ended with 251b weight being
pulled. from a haltber strap that went round my head and chin, was
giddiness when I Hept on lees than 2 pillows, and when I moved my
hesd suddenly beckwards of forwards, like pulling ocvurteins. This gtill
hasn't gone. Out here, reheumatism is not such a common problem, =0
there are no specialiats, and I have not maneged to find anyone yeb who
knowsmuch aboub. it. I think in the end I ghall have to go to my cld
fajthful Cherterhouse Clinin of rheumatiam in Londom. But I keep
putting off making a detision. I suppose what I just can't face up £O
is the thought T might have %o survive pert of an Euglish winter.
But the movement in my neck is =0 regtricted some daye that I shall
have to find some gure or relief before long.

So maybe you Ree nNOW why 1973 will nobt -go down as my favourite

year! yot being sble to write has mesnt even less letters than usual,
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My main holiday, andit really wes relaxing, was ko Malawi, in
Avrust. I had planned to go originally in Sepltember, because Ausust
ig# the month of school holiday for all the coutries around, but I
thought that a holiday might zet rid of my rheumatism after the 6 wecks
treatment. I went wibth Gwen Thomas, a cougregational missionary who
was a nurse at Mbereshi, but is now ¥raining deaconesses for the Uaited
Church. We had not booked anywhere, but we had lotsof addresses of
church gueet houses. I decided before we left to belephone Blantyre
and book in a hotel for the first weekend, as we were both so tired,
Gwen just having finished her years' course. From the word go, everythink
worked out. The afternoon of our arrival I met the only man I know in
Blantyre, Tom Colvin, who was Christian Gouncil sewretary, and is now
doing erervice projects. He took us home for tca, gobt on the felephone,
and h& presto, we were booked up for the first week. We had flown bhere
because I could not stand the lonz drive, and bthe possibility of bresking
down at the end and having to try to zet repairs done with no foreign
currency left. So we hired a car, and after the weekend, we drove firsk
to the Mulange mountains where there is a church youth centre, with a
gucst flat. It was quite cool and we walked and climbed in the veally
besubiful scenery. Malawi is absolutely delightful, and I wondercd all
the time why I h2d not gone there before. From there; after 2 nights,
we drove to the Zombe Plabean, which trested us with frighkful weather,
cold and wet, but we =maw enough to realise how lovely that was., So we
hooked in the hotel on our veturn the following week, and hoped the
westher would be kinder. We had lunch in bthe hotel that first week, by
a voaring fire. The church guest house unearby is the most gorgeous place,
but the view was lost to us. We loved the masses of wild flowers that
grow all over the plateau ( 8,000 foect high), and enjoyed the wild
i;?gbsgr§§i'b%?ngugor’8%%?51&?0 sun shone, we welked and lazed, and it

From the mountaing we went to the lake, where the Anglican church
has a guesthouse on bthe shore. It is divided into 2 family units, with
a common louwnge, and at the back is an annexe where we stayed for a
week, having been told at firstit was ouly free one night. It was pretlty
zuful, but the people in the house were =6 nice that they let us use
their faoilities, and we spent each evening with them, playing scrabble.
The snncxe bedrooms resmmbledmounks cells, but as it only cost 10/— per
night, we couldn't complain. le were surrounded by rocks and monkeys,
who pinched our food and played on tfe roofi from sbout 6 in the mornias.
The day after we arvived, the Avchbishop of Centrel Africae, Douald Arden
and. hie family arrived for a week, snd they had a sailing boat, so we
went for some oubings on the lake. Another oouple bthere most of the time
wo were, came from the Chilema LayTraining Centre, =0 it was interesting
hearing about that, even though I would rather have forgotten that
Miadole existed at that particular time.

The weather was lovely by the lake, and as it is only 2,000 feet or
less ib was warm, and humid. Gwen and I vigited all the hobtels by the
lake for lunch that were in our arec, then went off for a night to
Salime whero we stayed at another, At the 2 hotels there, all bubt onc car
in each park were from Zambia, and we went round meetinz people wcknow
the whole time. Wemet one girl, Jennifer, who was touring in a big van,
50 she came and parked in our nunnery by the lake and steyed a couple
of days. In fact, she also came with us back to Zomba, parking in the
comp 8ite end uming our bathroom foilities. And the final weekend,
vhen wo had a really super time in Blantyrc sbaying with & man wg had
met at ohurch our firet sunday there, she stayed with him too, Leslie
Jones was a head. teacher for 20 years in Bath, aund decided to go %o
Afvicae for his last fow teaching years. He is berrific, so adaptable
(in coutrast to the menace of MEF L have referred to earlier who ig only
30 to Leslie's 60 ycars), very knovledgeable, and. such fun. We were‘very
sorry his wife was away &¢ the time, sho sounded. such fun tog. Leelic
helped ug ko end our 2% weeks holiday on a high note by driving us to
the beauty spoks around Blantyre, which are many. Tt is in a ring of
hills and such o conbtrhst to this part of Zambia where it is difificult
to find nice walking country. Therc, one could visit different hills
cach weekond without having to keep going bto the samo gpots again and
asgain.
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50 you see why I am slighly cmbarassed at having t6 admié that in
tho course of 3 months I have been abroad 3 times, But I have alsc come ‘to
tho conclusion that one week awey is not very refreshing, Jjust as onc is
learning to relax, it is time to return, During thess holidays I have
road 2 of Solzenitzins' books, Cancer Ward and First B8ircle. In May I
had a week in the northern province staying with my scottish friends at
Kashinda miseion station, and there I road “The Desccnt of Woman" by
Ilaine Morgan and David Niven's autiobiography “The Moon's a Balloon",
both rveally hilarious. Unless I go awey I don't manage to read long books,
my "Observer", "Africa Coufidential™ end other mogagzines keep my occupiod. -
My cycs had zob romlly bad and I evenbually got bi-focals, whioh made a
fantastic differeance bo roadinz and odd sewing repairs in the evenings.
I hod 2 pairs made, a8 I wear dark lenses so much of the ktime, I must say
going down sbeps isn't sobad as ab least they are at resular intervals,
going down mountains in Malawi was much more diffiocult,

Lver since our border closurc our cabing habits have had Fo change
drastically,not to mention the problems of finding clothes, shoe leather,
eto., Tho delays in things arviving via Dar meenk that for 4 montha we had
ncither potakocs nor rioce, s0 we all lived on Italian pasta, Meat is
a rosl probelm , although Botswana is arlifting meat here twice a day,
ono nover knows if one is enbterteining if there will be any choioce -
fortunately there arc always chickens, We haven't had lamd gince January,
liver snd kidnoy are scarce, we get beef and beef and beef whean we get
ony thing, with ocoasional pork. At this moment in the shops therw is no
ocoffee, soap powder, frozen ¥eg ( and only cabbages and spinach in ‘the
freeh line of greens) and & mad chase round to find any milke It really
keeps one young thinking up subsetitutes, but so far I don't know one
for moap powder. We are gebbing more and more chinese goods, whibéh are
much cheaper than most others, and on the whole are a hizh quality.
Ordinary cotlton dresses avre scarce, especially that would be lonz enough
for me, at bthis time of the year all man made fibres are so sticky to wear.
I found 2 St. Michael dreases iu Malawi, and I also found one in Gaboronec,
There are times when I wish I could sew, as We do have cotton materiale
Tinding a dresemeker is another problem. It is all rather reminisroent of
Britaiun durine rationing, except that at lenmst one did geb one's rationd
I brousht salt beck from Malawi as that is only obtainable here in the
rough state and it won't pour. I also brovght #Surprise" peas and beans.
Now you know why I have been abroad so oftend

I am still an elder at church. The highlight of Tthe church's year were
the Livingstone colobrationa for his centenary. I went to a rally organised
at 2 stadium in Ndola whore the Vico Pres. spoke, and then by air and bus
to the actual epot where he died, where KK spoke for over an hour, Several
members of the Livingstone family were out for these meetings. Some of them
wore not new to Zambia, heving boen Born here. I was amused to discover
however bhat the first people to start gebtting organised on celebratbing
this was in fact the Caledonian Sooiety, the church coming in on bthe band-
wegon later in the day! To remind you of our zapid burnover, durineg the
year 8 of our 12 elders have moved away or back home, Fo we have had to
have a mini-election, We have 5 districts and the aim is to¢ have ouse white
and one black elder in each one. Qur African congregation is now 90% of
the total bubt the aversge age must be about 22, so ¥hey are reluctant or
just not suitable to be elders. All those above this age are roped in.

My partner is positively old at about 33, he ir a trained nuree sad also
% chemist. His wife is also a nurse, snd we are good friends.

I am also still the national breasuror of the YWCA,, snd fairlya ctive
in the Xitwe branch. We had a rcally lovely fund-raising dance some months
back wheu I tried my hardest to get rid of my rheumatism with every form of
“"do it yourself" danoce, bubt with no luok. It was a real swiungy cvoening,
and. our party of 8 stayed almost to the end, at 2am.

Well, the time has come to end this, having left one gide blank to
233 my personal note., It is about 8 wecks to Christmas, but I shell wish
you all a very happy time, and all the best in 1974, I om veally delighted
that my friends the Haigs are coming outb for a holidey, and. I hope thie
may be the first of aprocession of you - so think about i%t. Really do.

N mow X M&W\Li
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While I was re-reading this lotter, I roalised what & lot I had
leoft out "that I had planned to write, So, here goes,

Some of you, if uot all, may be inteveosted in some of the
differonces I notioed botween Malawi Tangania and Zambia. I knew
that Malawi wes more heavily populated, and. entirely agrioulural,
but to know something is one thing, to seeit is another. In many
ways Tangzania is similer to Malawi in its dependence on the land,
but politicdly thoy could not be further apart. Wyerere is a veal
demoorat and in every wsy possible he strives to follow the wirhes of
the majority, the latest instance of this that ocomes to my mind is
the deoision to move the capital from Dor es Salaam to the interior.
This was decided by a referendum, and I gather he doss not think it is
‘the best thing, but he has accepied the decisgion. I think he ig wiss
-enough %o give way on matters he considers not of vital importance so
that if uvocessary he can stey firm on the really neoessary actions

“that he may have to take which are against the majority.

On the other hand, Banda is a "benevolont". dictator - in his own
opinion. Par from benevolent if you don't happen %o agree with him.
He is now over 70 but is atill buidding luxurious "“palaces" in every
provinoe of the country ( I think there are 7} 2 of whioh I have seen
from the outside, and 4 of whioh will not be used from one year's end to
the other. While we were there in Malawi he visited the northern prowince,
and it wam the first time for yoars. He insiste on having every appliocation
" by a schoolohild processed by him, if the ohild applies for seoondary
school, He also insists on granting { or refusing) every application
by an expatriate for a work permit, Of course he doeen't have time: to
do this so things sit on his desk for months, and I heard that among
“those waiting were numbers of schoolteachers, so the new achool year
would start without teachers for many olasses, People really ave afrpaid
to disouss politios, and have to be most careful. The local newspapers
(one monday %o thrusday, the other a weekend edition on friday) are
cbliged to have his news on the front page every day. You would never
know there was a world oubside, let alone Africa. I had with me a book
which had just been printed here in Zambia, by a young soocial worker who
writes overy week in our loocal baper, humorous artioles criticising
government or the woy of life. Some are most telling, and the best have
been printed. Some of my frimds ' thers could not believe that. the
government here would allow its publication. But it sold out 3 times
within the firet month snd I had to really chasa up my copy it was such
e popular book. And when I menftioned that one essay was even mildly
critical of the presidont and the way people advise him, they were most
envious,. - ’

So-although Tanzania and Malawi are both much more keavily populated
than ua, and highly agriculbural, and their pecple seem sc much more
friendly and helpful and. havd-working, their style of goverament are
poles apart. Nyerere is very ocareful not to wasto money, is always
sotling a godd example by working in bthe villages at weekonds. lives
very simply, and is probsbly one of the best African leaders intellectually.
He thinks things through and tries to meke reople as self suffioient as
poesible, o

Zambie could learn a lot from both cduntrigs in the agrioultural field.

We neglect our potential shamefully, because the copper income makes
us extravagant. We have bto import so many things we could grow here,
Just today(30th October) there was a leader in the paper criticiming
the fack that we had bo import cotton from Tanzania, instead qf being
able to export it. Vegelables are always scarce, and fruit is almost
non-existent, except for Mangoes, Paw-paws, and pineapples, but only
onece ‘s year for each when they get ripe., Sometimes it is impossible to
find any'fruit, and. we live on oabbages. We have to import beef, altho
we could have enough for our own needs, And although there are always
oritiocs, somehow we never secem to improve. .
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- And:now for our one party state. We are due to have eleotions éoon ,
and for the first time almost everyeat in the country will be ocontested.
By lagt friday, every candidate had to have hie papers in. If there are
more then 3 for a constituency ( and one Kitwe moab has 8 candidates)
then e party will vote logcally on which 3 will go forward. Then in
Docembur, we all vote on which of the 3 { or 1eas) we Wwanb., We are
told there will be shooks for some of the o0ld timese who have over-stayed
their leave . I think it is 2 good thing, =8 the previous .opposition’
was ubtorly usclse, and for somc time bthe only intelligont opposition in
parliament has come from tho back btenchers of the ruling party,., We now
have 128 scabs, as azainet 105 , Kibtwe now has 4 agsinst 3 before.

Ouc interesting deveolopment has been that the Central Committee of the
party, electeod at the last annual conference, decided not to stand for
parliamont, making more jobs to go round. Of courso,. parliament is not

a full-time occupation,it meots 4 or 5 times a year, for 2-3 wecks, which
ie far more than a lot of other Africen countries, but some people have
that as their only paid occoupation., In the new Republio, if members of
parliament have otherjobs, they have to chose between one salary or the
other. They are not allowed Yo own more than one ‘house, or run a busincss,
and this hes kept guite a number from standing, Thoe mainides im to try

to prevent the rituation where in some other countries the leaders have
used their positions to amass forbtunes, It is a very striot ocode, and
~it will be most inberemting to sce how it is worked out, For bthose of my
friends who are "ex Zambians" you will be interssted to learn that Arthur
Wine is standing iu Livingsbtone, { what will he do with his huge business
intereste if he wina?), Musonda Kalyafye is one of the 8 trying for
Chimwemwe, and Lombe Chibesskunda is sbtanding in Lusska. I doun't think
. Musonda sbtands a ochance %o even be onc of the 3, being & woman and not
having teen aotive in politice,.. but she is quite opbtimiskio. One of her
opponents is Francis Kapansa, who was deputy mayor when I wag on ‘the
Counoil, and a very good candidate, Tough opposition. Theo Bull's wife
Dr, Mutumbwajs standing in Barotsc.

. I have been very surprised at the number of African states which
have cut off dipbkomatic relations with Isrsel since the latest war.
It is now 16, including us. Quite a lot of us have had a lot of ajd and
tcohnical assisbtance from Israel, and nothing from any Arab states.
I am 84111 & little puzzled at the sudden friendship between Araba and
Africans, it is hard %o believe it will last. '

~ Severel times during tho year I have half decided. that I veally ouzht
to gsell my house and find a smaller onc. Bubt so far I have done nothing.
It is going to need a lot spent on it soon, and I really dou't need
such a lareo one, I don't cxpect to find such an unusual one, or such a
nice one, but I shall have to really like another one before I actually
make the move. The brovble is, I have aoccumulated wo wmuch junk, and I
have filled so many oupboards that the thought of having to turn outt
is appslling. Every bank holiday I intcnd to make a start; I intend, bult.
that is as far as it goes. At the time of ‘the height of all the troubles
at Mindolo I had actually decided omce to quit the place and move to
Lusaka, dbut then my resolve weskencd. -

" I still keep up.my membership with the Allisnce Francakse, and

© this woek there will be & progressive dinner course here., I would not
dare to offer to prepare a oourse, so it is easier to offer the use of
the house, Therde are French films shown sometimesmouthly, sometimeoa
forlaightly, but they are so 0ld, snd the sound is so poor, that I
don't go very often.

Onoe again I shall bring this to a olose., I must mention: one ‘thing.
Most of you will be gettinz a c¢ard showing the mural at Mindolo painted by
a Zaivean artist. The actual printing job is appalling, and we had
5,000 printed, so I fecided to get some of the receptionista at the office
to colour in khe main figures in the evenings and weekends when they
are not busy. They are not proper Christmas carde as such, but T like
them and the original is very good indeed, every time I see it I see
detaile I have not goticed before, Why not oome and see for Yoour s cl £?
(advertisement for Zambia in the Sun)



PO Box 1607 Kitwe
| . 29th September, 1974
My dear | |

It's a warm (hot _really) Sunday sfternoon,, and I am in the garden
in my swim suit, dripping from a dip, gething thia~ written in plenty.
of time. But I forgot the correoting fluid., Last year the letters and
cards to England went by air, even though I intended them to. go by first
class ses mail. But all the others took 3~5 months, heaven knows why .

80 one lot arrived early in November, and some of the others at the end .

of March,

Sinoe I last wrote, I often think back and wonder how I survived
last year. This year has been guite different, smooth andno personality
olaghes. I was lucky in the end snd found a dootor at the mine hospital
who took pity on me, - and who gave me taldetls for my rheumatiem. Within
a month I oould feel it improving. Although 10 ronths later I am still
taking them - 3 , 4 times d day -~ I am almost entirely free from pain.

I had a apell being completely oured, but 1 get of# niggles again,
It will never go aompletely, but it is easily bearable. He wontt tell
me when I shall leave them, I have to go every fortnight to see himse

Last rainy season { Ootober to April) was one of the heavest. we
have ever had. It appears that south of the equator we are naking up
for the droughts north. Botswana had the highest rainfall in living .
memory, and wWas unrecognisably -green. The water f£illed a new dam whioch
would normally have taken years to fill. 4nd rivers flowed there whiah
had not flowed for years and years. Phis extra rain kept the temperature
down, so it was muoh oooler , especially in October, usually valled '
suicide month herej; the rainm were very peraistent that month, when
usually they are spasmodio. :

I cpent Christmas at home. I had been ‘to Botswana in Septembex
iast year and went again in February for Ian's 21st. This time, I had
invitations out for both meals on Christmas and Boxing Days, so I
entertained on Christmaa Eve -.a family from Sierra Leone passing
through, an english family, an American bumming around Africa for as
long as he oculd meke , my Canadian friend Marjorie, and 3 of her art
students, from Ethiopia, Tanzania and Kenya. We all went off fo midnight
communion. ~ some angliocan, some aunited church. I entertsined agein.on -
New Years' Day, we were really @ parties, the oldies and ‘the teenies,
It was rather warm that evening, so we sat on the verandah and danced
and ohatted and played games. We had our ususl joint service in Kitwe
- nine lessons and carols - which is getting to be a tradition now,

I went o6 Botswana for 10 days, and had & good rest, apart from

‘the .party. This was on the saturday after, and was for over 200 guests.
It wag & real mixture of Ian's friends, family friends, government and
diplomats. He had some lovely presents, of ocourse. We did the usual
refroeshnente, guests were supposed %o have had dinner first, put the
snacks were adequate enough’ to make do for ‘those who hadn't, Jan made

a very witty speech, he is a curious mixture of shyness and yet on
ococasions like that mot minding meking a epeech in dromt of so nany
people. : . )

The day after his birthday, e was commissioned an officer in

 4he police. Up to then he had been bored, noi . having enough to do.

Put from then on they put him in charge of training, and he hag really
enjoyed being kept tusy, out in the bush on exoroles more than ahything.
Since I left he hie learnt to fly and got his licenae in 3 months.
Jackie is expeoting a baly in November. She and her husband Johann

had a 6 week holiday in Europe in May, visiting families mostly.
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My aunt came back with me and gtayed 2% months., She is still pretty
wonderful, but Im see the difference in her, she is gradually wanting ‘o
do less. We went away for the easter weekend, to Lusaka. We took another
woman, an Amerioan who works for the Africe Literabure Centre as a secretary.
She is well . over 60, and came out for a year only to port things out
_ and train someone else. She and my aunt got on fine. We had-a day: at Lake

Kariba, because of the conbinuing problem over Rhodeéia-Lake—Kariba‘is'
no’ longer a holiday spo %, it is on the boundary, and odd: incidents. have
Soourred. So Pishing and swimming are out, and ‘the hotels have closed. -
It really ig 2 shame. It is besutiful in that region, and we enjoyed the
views , we picknicked there. We had hoped to there for all Easter, but

I had notrealised there is nowhere %o shay. :

..-In May, T had 2 weeks in Lusaka working for ‘the'13rd Assembly of .the
All Africa Conference of Churches. About & dozen of us from Mindolo were
there.in_ygriousrQapaoities, but mostly as staff. My job { ‘surprise?)
was taking delegates fees, which sounds easy, but wasn't ,H'The-assembty
was held in the Mulungushi Hall, built for the non-aligned conference -
4 years ago. It is perfect in ewery way except one, there is no

provision for a cashier's office, nor a safe. The delegatea eto were -
staying at the University, a mile away, and that is where we took their
money, as they registered — that waa the theory. In practiee, some of them
- arrived one week before it opened, long before registration sbtarted. o
Others managed to get in unobserved, asome sbtayed with friends in Lusaka
and had meals at the university. We were supposed to have cards, but they
gavs up looking at them the sesond day. I spent hours ohasing up peopley
‘but. the liaks prepared beforehand weren't adcurate, anyway. So, my next
joh .= which I offered to do - wasa to prepare a list o who wae  there.

I $ent through the liste of people given wniversity rooms . But, the
people registering were not familiar with African names from other
oountries, so deciphering some of them called for detective work of &
major kind. 'A% the end of the assembly all the bypists weTe working flat
out on reports,msc I ended up typing the lists, which were then ciroulated
4o each country to check its delegation. I never enquired as to -how
accurate off otherwise my lists were, by then I didn't carel These from
Zaire were arriving right up until the last day, why we never found out
ag the majority managed to arrive on timee S .

.- Phe Apsembly was opened by Pres. Kaunda in the ‘hall, and he was
acoompanied by about half the cabinet, and central cpmmittee, He made
guite a long speeoh. That morning we had an opening gervice in the
Cathedral, .also .attended by him. and many of the same refinue. There- were
about 600 altogethér, of whom 200 were actual. delegates, about 100 press,
200 cbservers and consultents, and 100 staff, including stewsrds. It was
very interesting for me to compare it to the wther 2 assemblies in '
Kampals and Abidjan. The first wne was organised by the World Counedl of
Churches and financed by them A seéoretary to organise was recruited '
from Amerioca { true, he was black) and I was on AACC staff at the.bime,
~ mo saw_it from the inside. The gsoocond one was organised more by AACC,: Dbut

WOC lent Jean Fisoher for a year beforehand to prepare for it in Abidjan.
This time, AACO seconded one of its staff, a Sierra Leonine methodist .
minister, to organise it, and WCC ‘did nothing. The financing was still
done-to a large extent from overseas, but the delegates paid their own
fares - at Kampala they were all paid by WCC. This time, there ‘were ' .
few white faces around, only a handful of delecabes, a few oconsultantg,
and staff, and very few gbservers - WCC only sent 5« In the space of
11 years, this is a remarkable achievements I must admit I was very
amuped —-and so were gquite a few; %o see that for a few days bthe.man who
" attracted-sll the publioity (unasked) at this black protestant ohurchman's
assembly was & white Roman Catholic 7~Fabher‘A§rian gastings, who had
been specially invited.: - . o o T
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While I was with the fam\ly, 1t was arranged thsb my aunb should
come and stay with me while thev all went on thie West Indiasg Jaunt.
So she arrived m1d—March, and’ stayed for 3, months. I flew to Lpsaka to.
(meet her, 1 hate' driving 500 mlles there and back in one. day or.even 2.
"The albernatwve was to leave here ab 8, have 3% hours‘at ‘the a:rport

"It wasn't qu1te ag bad a8 it sounds, a8 frlends came, to meet me at the

‘a1rport, and 1 bumped into soqe YWCA staff, and we had lunch and.bea,.
-and 1E all pasqed quIte qu:ckly, . L I T A
) Sobn after she came 1b wa s Easter, and we wenb bo etay w1th a friend,
Jean Pearcep at SerenJe, about 140 miles ug,bhe Great Nprth Road. 2 other
friends csme too, two pcople who_have made a lob of. d:fference bo.life at
"Mlndolo thig year. One 1ig Hargarct M;ller, who is runnlnz the deaconess
“training course ‘of the Unifed, Church’ of Zambiz the other g, Amerlcan -
(sorry’Maraaret i8 Scottmsh) Jane. Heabon, who has come to run.a, new women's.

_w:course caterlnz FOT women leadors from ‘the whole of Afrlca. Jane is about
) Véars younger “and’ Marznret “hearer 20° younger, but: we get on f}ne. We
iwcertamnly ‘had.a lovely anter. ‘We went to Good, Ertday servlpqq then took

'off. Serenje is near ‘Eornd bexut1ful waterfalls, where L heve cﬂmped; and

'fnot boo. -far fram qome'very zood ‘caves W1th prehlstor}o palntlnzs,yso we

had an 1nbereub1n2 and relaxing ‘time. My aunt was. wonderful, she clambered
.around the rocks-ar far as ghe oould, her usual 1mmaculate self in a white

S snit, haﬁhand shoes, with thq Testk of us qufcrtable in slaoks ,«sweaters

1;Tana qnaaLers!' Mustn't lct the side dOWn, vou knpwz Jean came last year
" wi bh the Haigs and I ‘on. our’ 2. week, safari round Luapu1§ apd m. Province, -
'm:She hasrecently moved to the Copperbelt anﬁ marrled a former student.

. One thing shall. remember 1975 for is =:I have fmnally movad -housgel
‘It ig-only round the corner from the ortzinal one;. next doorito the
Grenville—Greys old house.:Asyou. know; I'had-been talkiagraboutbtoit for.
at least. .2 years, and keptiblowing hot-andieocld. Finally, IL.saw:oie

- advertised, "and askedimy friend in-the estate akencybut-ti ‘wag already
gold. 2:13aye later, 'thie one ceme up and’ "shechased round:io show me.
‘Itbelongs ( and legally still docs~.more in a moment):. to’the:manager

‘of" the* Edmnbursh Hotel herein- k1twa,-and that is owned by a. subsidiary

= -of the "Lourho -group. Within: 3 weeks of sekineg %%, I bad moved,:I:maw it
‘fidgts the"day before my aunt’ lefb, I -drove hex' down to ;Lusaka’ and: atayed
Pop - THCA .etecutive-meeting. Whenw I got-back; I.was.rushed into:ia decision,
T julbias well probablys I actually’prefer 1t .torthe lasb:one: And:everyone
whbi-comés agrees with me, along with' the words.* -and.your-say youw;have. -
- moved 6 a smaller,house9“ ‘The lotnge ig- .gefinitely smalléer, the:last
" Bnewag 0% by 15! with o vereundah outside sliding.doors: ancother:10',
©This éne is 'not'muck over half, butb the diniag:room joins on. wikh a
U'brick room divider about 1/3 of. the way,.so: bhe'2 together are fairly-
. big., The study ( which I didn't need) is bigger, and the. whole. bedroom
“wing ie b1gzer‘ But there are not any ‘servents quarters, nod any gorden
" gheds or rooms. It even has. s sw;mmxnz pools ~but the plot is smalley.
"Anyuay, I have really fallen on my- feety as’ ‘the - company - hessbuilkia

poncrets - pre-cast wall round, burglar-barred it ‘Completely; left me all

:f;the curta1ns and returned my old ones ( some of whloh disxnbegrated),
'jand 3 zorzeouq carpets._ﬂ RS sl : RN :

o

Fortunabely for me, vo always have- 2 day& hol:dav oarlv in: July,-

‘190-thdh war perfect for peckips up. 1 would never have coped if it had

uet been for my’ fr1ends. Marjorie packed all’ the Q1lvor, zlass, ang,
" breakable objects. Mind you, after g weckq in the house, I am. ‘Hardly.

o finally. unpacked. I had bookqhelves all round the last lounge ‘and’ here
. none, 80 I am trying to buck hoo&: into every cupboerd. Th1q house i8 -
..much.cosier, -4t is L shaped.. I pwrted with my housa sevvant who really

was tervrible, and now have a very good new one,.
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The original idea was to serl the house. As il ig a streight swop
“With the others going into my house, it would just We a cash settlement
(for med). Then, bofore I could think, they game up with the offer to
rent, paying me a rental d:ffarcnce, and. “they would maintain bokh. the
houaes. This was ideal, but then ., came KK'e. speeol ;. merumfully before
7 I had signed. I must be honegt and admlt T had, not read all of his
“hook Humanism Part II, whieh would have prepared mey, I had Just picked
ot it. He spent 3 wéeke in the game park wr1t1ng this épeech to the.
" UNIP-National Gouno11, with hi's" ministers and Central Commithee’ flyinz
out for the day the whole time, bbv1ously d1scusanng his idea.s,
He spoke for about 7 hours, with only drinks of waterto fortify him,
and not much work was done that’ dam, we had radios going the .Whole time
_relayinz his speceh. One thing I' learnt, which I should. have anWn,
‘was that- by 1978 no Zamb1an can own a hous¢ he is'unot living in,: If so,
" ‘the“one he's not living in will bé sold to theé City Councils af . thelr
* Yaltuation less any rents’ pald sinoe 1973, So, that meant I would not be
© rénting out my house, Durxna bhc Ni “hour narathon, he brought in many
chanzes, all of which have to. e 1ezlslabed. It takes time preparing
*pillafor parlnament, and the one on’ house sales ie not yet through.
1Meanwh1le, ‘all house sales are in abéyance.,So that is. why . I,am 11v1ng
7 i’1n one house, with the déeds of the one ‘I own 1n the lawvers hands, waiting
' 'tfor bhe m]n:strv of " lands to o resume nezot1atlons. o :

' Many people fcel that the strong dose of soczmlasm brouzht 1n hy
R¥:and: “the zovgrnment is 10 years overdue. In: bhe early years of lindep~
_ endenoe, when copper prioes were h1eL‘; we wasbed 5 1ot of mqney. Experts
'came frOm ‘all over,” each with dmfferent bheor1es, angd we' tried to .follow
‘bhem all, A capitalist 5001ety beaan to ‘develop, and’ of ¢cours, many people
;haye.got used to it. Now that copper prices are so low, lower than it costs
to produce the copper, we are in a bad way, and 'most economists here think
.wethaven't.really begun to fisel. the pinch yeb, So, fthere.is lots of zrumbling
cover.,the changes, and the different politicel .ideclogy. The sad thing is,
.that.copper:. is needed in.a war situation; and it is ferrible ko have one's
-~eoonomy ' gearcd bto that o I can't tell you how:many times in-.the past years
~we:have been urged fto grow more, and develop. the. ruraliareas, .andionce
. vagain the emphasis is-on this btheme. There. is no .doubt, .We ocouldjgrow
~ mwéh, much more than we:do. On & humorous note, I-had planted .a reasonable
s csiged . vegetdable garden, and:igot agood gardner teo.oome .andgbtary it off,
iwa s when I moved.house. Anywuay;. the peoplethere .sent.round.all 'the seedlinegs,
wireyovuhieh Iowasa't readys bo pubin, but.Mavis Poyncett next door was,;so we
~wnpwk. them dn her gardentand will- share: them.. 1. was very sorry.indped T
o fconldn't bring my avocado pear bree.withi'me., They take T years.$e fruit,
i 0hnd mine hadobeen -grown from.a stone taken from one I had, planted by my
<+ gunt.-I had a bumper. crop lasting months for the. flrst txme Jast . .december.
./ Now I ‘have to.start.all over azaju. Mﬂny gardens have, them, but unfortu—
‘-unatelyg not’ bh1s onei - L o
- My an1mals took t;me to setble down. My 3 199296 cat kept f;ndlna
’h1s way back.and.I had to go and retrieve him., The obher 2 are, nob smart
“enough for that! Pinally, btripod found hxs own way back azaln. Ib's a corner
- house and I was worriced the: doge would get oub on to tho road, bub 80
far they haven't, I gob home one nieht labe to. find one doa had,. fallen
inko the empty swimming pool and couldn't gzet out aea1n, he was
u‘bqu1n2 furxously.

PR S

) Alreadv I have had zueqto stay1np thh me., My Sdott1<h Miseionary
frlequ, the Maclenzxos have been, and another missionary -couple- from

‘L1v1nzstone with Eheir kids. One night’ they a1l overlapped, sc the 4
younzesb kids slepk out in the garden in a Dormobile belonging to the
Banhamg - — yet another missionary fam11y ‘on leave. They had left the
dormobile in Livincstone)y so the Clodua had driven it up. { Ave you still
with me?) Anyway, we had fun! Meckengzies come azain bthis week. .

~
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1975 will be e memorable year for another reason, I think and hope
I.am going to the WCC 5th Assembly in Wairobi in November. We wrote from
Mindolo offering the services of several staff, but they seem %o think
they can manage without us {(?). In this world, it's who you know...
The guy organising it , one David Gill, I met in Lusaka last year at the
AACC Assembly , for the second btime. The first was in Gencéva, where he had
kept a friendly eye on my nephow Ian. So, David wrote to ask if I would
like to consider going as a visitor, and sent me the forms. I had already
decided after my valuable services were rejected that I weuld try “to do
just this, 80 I guess I have real reason be to hopeful. Anyway, on. the
strength of it, I already have a hotel room in Nairobi, which is more. than
some declegates arve going to have. There is a shortage of aocommodation for
such a huge crowd. My friend Jane - mentioned on page three - the one
running the new Pan African Homen's course has cleverly arrenged for her
students to go as atewards, so of ocourse whe had to go too., She and I
will be sharing a room, and afterwards going to the coast with another
friends of hers from Indianapolis currcntly doineg one year in Geneva, and
finishing with the Assembly; and anyone else who would like to join us.
Mind you, that time of the year is peak holiday-period -in ocur part of
Africe, 80 we hope we geb to the coast, It's warm enough to sleep on the
beach then, s0 we can always hire a car ... lie are also going on one of
the WCC sponsored game park safaris. I shall be away for sbout 4-5 weeks,
probably coming back herc just in time for Chriatmas..So I won't be zoing
to Botswana then, I am not sure whether bto zo for a week beforchand, or
wait until Baster.. T am really looking forwerd to going, seeing old
“friends, being in the swing of the ecoumenical world, { not everyone's idea
of fun, I fully apprecciate), but beinz a visitor instcad of staff, being
able to take a day off when I want. 1 am brushing up my French, via the radio

The Assembly starts on Sunday 23rd November, and before I go I have
to prepare both Fovember and Decomber‘sa.larios, go. anticipabting a last
minute rush of late work, I decided.to send my annual letter off early.

At the moment I don't kn where I shall send christmas cards from. There
arc none available herd', ahd it may well bo that I shall spend the odd
afbernoon in my Nairobi hotel room sending cards from there. At least the
mail ig quicker by surface from there. I realise that by doing it this way,
most people will have time to answer this letber with their christmas

card { knook knock) and by January ot February I zhall owe everyone a
letter again! The Asscmbly ehds o December 10th j,

Mindolo carries on as usual, The btwice mentioned Pan African Women's
lendership course has sbkarted well, Our 2 mobile achools in the rural
areas have ever increasing support, and we may start a. third. It seems to
be a good year for raising money for women's ccurses! We are hoping to
have an integrated rural programme with all the departmente participating
in the arcas where the cxisting schools are, but the first trip scheduled
to start this week has been postponed because of our everlasbting problem
of ‘transport. Lousy drivers, poor servicing and lack of sgpare parts
koep our cars in the garages for long periods at o stroboh. We can use
buses, but we have to cart guite a lot of materials, and mogt of us are
soft! We have becen hif, the cconomic recession, I have just becen working
late into the night for wecks preparing the annual accounts for audit,
and our . overseas donabions have dropped by quite abit. And we are anxiously
woudering if the mining companies will be able bto -support ua this year,
ag bhey are borrowing to pay their salary bill, We shall know in a month
or so, If thoy cut out their help, or reduce it, we sghall have to have
a hard think about how we can cutb. Eibther reduce prozrsmmas or cut onc out.
Salaries ave our largest item in any programme, and thet is bhe only
place we cen effectively reduce,
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Soveral kidd friends who have wribten in spitc of my lone silences
have asked when I plan to have snother holiday in England; or UBA, or
Canada, or Australia. I still don't know, but I hope to make it next
year. It will then be 5 years, and I am well aad truly ready for a good
long break. I even had wild ideas to do some study, I reckon I have
ecarned my sabbatical leave. But, what ‘to study, where, and for how long,
are go far unanswered guestions.. And if I am going to be awmy for much
over a month I must find someonc %o .carry on my job., Ifecl really stale,
fed up wibth the moutly roubkine, hcadaches, dealing with ebornally changing
staff from all over, having the unpopular job of trying to stop peprple
spending moncy without too much aupport from anyonc'else} So I need. &
complcte break, change, pepping up. I don b cven know if I have the
powers of concenftration to study for long. Some .gort of concenbrated
teaching course would be zood as I am sometbimes asked to take short
courses on simple accounts, or budgeting, and I am always aware of my
poor bteaching. Whother there would be anything for say ome term I don't
know, various people I have mentioned ik to have beon enthusiastic, but
there it rests., Maybe I will get the chance §o disouss. it in Nairobi.
In May a bthird staff member joined the accounts seotion) South African
Edwin/ refugeg who has been living in Nairobi. Butb he really has 't helped me
much with my work beoausche is doing a pretty thorough job of stock -
keeping which hasn't been doue before. He is roally easy bto get on with,
and has eascd very comfortably inke our twoscme. I was prebty sure my
other assistant would resent him for several reasom,s the main one being
thet Edwin is bebttoer gualified than Trywell, bub Edwin himself has becn
tact personified, and the 2 are zood. friends. Bo we gob over that hurdle,
I guess I must reelly be getting older, I just don't have ‘the enthusiasm
for doing so much overkime at nights and weckends bhat I used ‘to have,
I would love to bo able bo get all the work dene in mormal working hours.
I moved house just ab the bueiest time of my working year - prepering
annual accounts, - and I haven't even been abie ko spare the time to
look around for curtains for the main room. I must frankly admit 1
don't like getting older and look back nostaleically on my days of wild
enerey and never feeling tired. I find I envy my merried fricnds who only
work in the mornings. . .

fu o more cheerful note, some of us have had some joyful occasious
out at our nearby bird sanctuary run by the Wildlife group, where there
arc walks, views { well, good for the Copperbelt!), and a _.big lake
for boating and fishing. A party of about 20 of us went out there on
WhitMonday ( ne longer a holiday from 1976, along with Boxing Day and
one other ), including the Mackconzies, who were here taking the kids
back bto school. One of the party had a vibby old cance, and I suggested
we should take it on the lake. In spite of warnings, I got into it very
carelessly, and suddenly found myself in the water with the canoe upside
down on top of me. All I could think of were the crooodiles L knew lived
in the lake! But I couldn't get up the muddy bank, so all my friends had
to haul me up. Two of them were even quick enough to photograph the
occasions Anyway, I was determined not to let o canoc beat me, so I
rang ouwt my clothes a bit - fortunabely dripdry slacks - ond got back
in snd had a delightful ride round the lake, among the birds and
watecr-lilieg. ‘ o .

Jane is a gréab cinema goer, B0 I have becn much more than ususl.
"t can never remember half the mood filme, but I have enjoycd "Mary Queen
of Scote" ( I am a Glenda Jackson fan); “Guns of Navarone" (now many
years 0ld?); "Love of Pete™;] Nicholas & Alexandra; Day of the Jackalj;
Marseilles Affair; and another of Oleouda Jaokson's whose title 1've
forgotten, but which was very good! Alsc 2 good plays, "The Crucible",
and®Juno and the Paycock".
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The "Kuomboka" ceremony is onc I have alwaye wanted to sbttend, and this
Year Janc and I went. It is in Western Province, when the Zambezi River
floode a husge plain, and the big Chief leads his people up to their drier
villages. The road from Lusaka - 400 miles - wag tarred 3 years sgo, so
‘the Tourist Buceau has organised annual weekend jaunbts sinee thea. The
problem is, thot they only move when the waters rcach a certain height,
and the Litunga (chisf) doecsn't like publicity, =o there is only barely
2 weeks notice., We zot im at the lasgt minute on a canellation; so drove
to Lusaka, aund left there by bus at 17.30, arviving at Mongu at midnight,
It was well orgonised, and we had fupper en route, and drinks galore,.
They had pub up tents in the hotel grounds,; we were due to leave at Gap
noxt morning to get our boatm to the imland where the Litunga's palace
wags to wabteh him embark on his fabulous loug canoe ocared by over 100 mon.
Well, they forgol te wake Janc and I, and even though people were falling
over wut tent poles in the dark we slumbercd on. I woka-akb 6.30 to find
everyone goue. Bub ounce again, it's who you know.... Left behind, ko follow
later, were nonc other than the Dircctor of bthe Z. Nak. Tourist Board and
hie chicf assisbtant. Jone kn@wSone, I know the other. So they lot us have
their 4 seater sppedboat and we ended up arriving before all the others in
great style! We saw the 0ld man -~ riddléd with rchumatism, poor dear, -
complete with top hat, morning coat and blaock shoes, walk from his palace
to the harbour and his boat, then we all tore back to Monzu in our various
boats to have lunch, then drive off afterwards to sece him arrive abt the
other palacc after he had spent khe day on the lake vieiting other islends
and waving to his subjects. He was not ab all well, =so arcvived at 16.00
inzbead of 18,00, and cut Ehe ceremonies short. We then went back to a
sunptuous dinner oubdoors, followed by tribzsl dancing. By then, having been
up since 6.30 B& 5-6 hours sleep, most peoplc were exhausbed. Jane and I
were eble to g0 to bod and wetch the denoing round the campfire from the
bent.. We met severzl people we know from all over Zambia st this CeTemony .
Horxt day, we left at 8.o00, arrived in Lusaka at 16.00, and drove home.
I couldn't do that every weekend! The obther bus zot umptcen punctures and
they got home at Tam next day.

Barlier ia the year, o group of “erman gingors from Munster came to
dombio fo give a concert. It was orsanised by the Concert Society, and
we wore asked %o offer accommodation. I ended up by having the choir
dircotor, who had founded the university choir 30 or so years earlier,
and her sceretary. They were most balented, charming and gracious., Their
concert wae superbs I had a lovely flowery lebbter from them last weok,
and they hed given me one of their records. They went from here to Bouth
Africa —~ the forerunnere of Zambia/S. African detente?

Our minister at church left in Februery, after a rathoer unhappy
lagt ycar, and he has loft the ministry and come back to Kitwe as a teachﬁah,
At present, we have an old 75 yeor old American who is here at hig own -
expense, nobody can understand what he says most of the bime; his countrymen
are his bigeest critics! He is due to stay for another year, so the Lord
holp us all., We have been pretty oritieal of him , to him, in consistories,
but he boun s back, and refusesm to bake us seriously, or to admit for one
momont thab we cannof make head or btail of what he seys. As he is free,
we will only lose him when he choomes bto #o, So ochurch life is not emactly
exhilerating at the moment. We are supposed to zet a Zambian minister
now in Canado ae a missionary, and wo hope like mad we will get him,
but he docen't return for another year. I have never offered bto work in
the creche so often before, in faet the creche is inundabted with volunteers!

Well, let the ramblinge end. If you get this pll on white paper, it
is boesuse there is no coloured duplicating paper avoilable, Alonsg with
galt, flour, rice, margerine, oil, etec, etey; I have nobly refrained from
listing all our shortages, becausc other countries have high prices which
result in the similar goinga=-without, We have masmes and masses of goods
stuck at Lobito Bay, putbting many companies oub of bumincss, It's asmall
world, and shrinking daily....btut we're much better off than most of the world

™~



o/o Rev and Mrs H Cowe, .. PO Box 1607 Kitwe
35 Heathfield Road :
Croydon CRO 1lEZ. '

Engzland ‘ ‘ ‘ Sat. 20th Maroh, 1976
My dear, -

ébnlast I am writing this letter, which I am comporing and
re—composing daily, to let you know my plansg for this yeor, and ko
share my thprill at the thought of being able to see 80 many of my -
frieds. . Co

Mogt of you know that I.fianally resigned from Mindolo in October,
to take effect on 3lat March. Since then there has been much indeoision
beoause several of the Exeoutive thought they should try to persuade me
to change my mind, but eventually after much dithering and measing
about, I finally decided to leb it stand, When I see you I can fill in
the details., My idea wes to then have a month ‘here in Kitwe'catching up

-on myself, then taking off on a world tour for asg long as I felt like
travelling. It hasn't worked out that way, but “the chenge isn't reeslly
80 bad after all.

_ There is a oritical shortage of accountants in Africa, and when
word. got arvound that I was leaving Mindolo I was approached by several
people to mound me out as to my unext moves. Then one of my bank manager
friends recommended me to a fivm who approached me, & travel firm with
5 branches in Zambia, looking for an accountent for the counbtry - their
aoeounts are centralised. So I went for 2 interviews, and although I
must admibt I am overwhelmed at the prospect at suddealy transferring
into the business world after 20 yeare with church work, I decided to
put on a -confident face and assured them I could cope with the job.

It will be guite different from my present one, in Cbhat it will be
mainly supervisory, whilst now I am doing lota of tedious book-keeping
as well a@ the accounts, finance controlling and analyses. The present
incumbent of the mew job is an Irishman, very clever, who spends
2.3 hours daily drinking &t a local club and 2 afternoons each week
playing golf, Once I get in the groove, it looks as though I shall
not be worked anything like as hard as at present, with over double
the salary — AND - greatest atbrackion of all - the possibility of
cheap travel concessions once a year ( as well as a busineag Frip once
a year to Englend), So - I shall gel my world ‘tour ‘spresd over several
years, as I definibely intend to take full advantsage and viseit Australis
and America and: Canada as well as any other far-flune plkoee where I hawe
friends. I still ecan't quite believe it. Once a month I shall visit the
other 4 branches for at least a day, 3 are within driving diskance
on the Copperbelt and the 4th is Lusaka, where I ghell fly and be able
to plan.it on a Friday and then stay over the weekend to visit friends
‘theve, T am wondering whet the oatches arel : .

The man I am veplacing is leaving in May oft June, so I have agreed
to work there in April to be with him: ( tho not at lunchtimes or on
the golf-coursel) and then in Msy I shall take 3 montha holiday..
I have agonised lonz over where bo go, and- decided that as I have the
chance to travel so much I won't dash madly round. trying to fit in too
many people and places, otherwise I shall eefurn exhausted. After all,
there ia alwaye 1977, 1978, ete. I shall spend firet a week in. Gaborone
with the family, as I haven'} =meen them since January lesbt year, then
fly to England for sbout 6~7 weeks, ( and teke in Edinburgh), then
‘over to America, but not Canada this time, for about = mouth, ending
up with one week somewhere on an igsland lazing ou bthe beach preparing
myself for the return to Kitwe and a new job. However, if I find that
it suits my American friends betier for me bto come over in June instead
of July, then I am prepared to be flexible and split the British part
into 2, with the Amcrican trip sendwiched in the middle.
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AS_I have more friends in Chicago than any other town in thé"
USA, I thouzht it would be fun to fly to Chicago first to celebrate
the 200th anniversary — hoping I can get on a planel While there,

I would take in Hansens in Michigan and Helen and Rivheyw & others in

Indianapolis. Say a week. From there to see Hawleys in Denver

Colorado for 2-3 days, Clinton Marsh's in Atlanta for 3 days,

Atite Crané in Washington for 3 days, and Chandlers in Raymond

N.H. for 5 days. These days could be slightly expanded or gon-—

tracted. Finally up to a week in New York seeing several friends

 theve .~ Nanacy Nicalo, Pat Page, DuVals, Arbuthnots, Summers,

Adele Lieu if there, :f I can stand the biz eity that longl

My American frieunds here told me to avoid: New York alrporE as much

as posssible because one speénds hours cireling round waiting to -

land. I would appreciate it if you would write either here by the

lst May or to the English oddress given to let me know if you- are’

‘.booked in July as I could reverse the order or jog around, or

-z eome in June instead. And of course, 1f you are prepared to have me.
I would have loved to come bto Ganada, but I decided if I did

it would be no holiday. So, I shall come just to Canada next year.

0f. course, if you would like to come to Chloazo and meet’ me there,

I should be dleighted! Working backwards, I would like' to be baok "

+ . in Kitwe by 30th July, so0 I propose that the Amer:oan daies be

. about 28th June to about. 24th Julv.

. . Eneland iBs of course much smwller and I can telephone most:

© of you and Pop around on trains or buses or I might even ‘be brave-

.and hire a ocar for part of the time. I am lueky the Ceaves can -

let me start off with them (at leﬂst) as Croydon is very - convenient.

- I dm asking my friends to pledse drop me a line by lgt Mwg hére

or to await my. arrival in England. to let me know théir holiday

plans . One nice thing is, bthat if I just ean't see everyone: ‘L

would like tom my annual busmness trip to London can kake care of.

several V191ts, as I can always add some day 8 1eave. .

Afber all thwt. I had a. very good time in Nairobi.and. Mombasa
. as mmst of you have heard. Hhenever I could find someons . to. take .-

~i. Ghrigtmas cards, ( Australia - the B1shop of Melbdurne;: Bneland-- .

Mra, Steele of CWM; Amer1ca - Clint Marsh of Atlanta and Frances .
Maede of NY3) then you were lucky. Some obhers zoﬁ laoft out, Also,
:I took my old- address book and. forzob to update it} DR .

1 arr1ved back here in the evening of Monday 22nd Deoember,
thank heavens my friends .Back here hsd planned for Christmas.as 1
found it arrived rabher hefore 1 was veady. I° had Bgther ‘Zentbner
of the World YWCA staying in the house for over 3 months, 'so 1%
made -8 difference having her here instead of being alone angd having
¢ shop; - Merjorie, Jane and her friend Helen, Egther,: and dther
friends had Christmas Jay together and the ones'mentioned all- -8tayed
the nizht and. then.we went %o Har30r1c's cobthage 0R the Kafue
TIV@F for lunch oun Boxing Day. Thep it wag the weekend and we
werd: invited.oul by other friendr, so I" entetrtained the following
: ;weekend.whnoh algo seemed %o catch up on me too fast,

-1 want to 1eave some spaoe - not much - for. personal )
' 1dd1t10ns g0 will oloae,.aud hope to 'see lobtes of you-pretty woon
" nowv. So oheer1o, all ‘the best, hope %o have tots of lebters goonl



-PO-Box- 160T KITWE Zambia
August 1977

My deer

I am writing this letter earlier than ususl, but letor than I had
originally intended. For in Octobar I am going to Canada for a month,
and I know when I return on lst Nowember, I shall not get round to-
letter writing very promptly.

This wonth has been » very sad one for me, saying goodbye to 3 of

my olosest friends here in Kitwe. To time their departure so clogely -
wes most unkind. On lst, Jane Heaton left, the American who had run the
Mindolo pan-African Womens course for nearly 3 years. She is reburning
to the States, probably to her home in Indienapolis. Then on the 6th,
Malcolm Wilkinson left. He came out 10 years agd with his wife, but she
left him nearly 2 years ago, and he had been very lonely. The fact that
he vas quite happy to join “the Mafia®™ as he oalled our gang, vith such
a big sge difference the wrong way for him, showed just how lonely he
-was, Malcolm and I had been elders for the same church district, and we
shared other joint interests such as football and polibice. He ebtayed
vith me bhe last 2 weeks here, it was bypioal of him that he wes g0 well
organised before leaving, a8 there is a magze of formalibties to be come
pleted.Maloolm elgo interpreted all the ™whodunit“ fidme for me whioch I
could never follow., Then last week ou 24th Marjorie Murray left. She
. camg oub to Zajre in 1959, was evacuated twice to Kitwe, the second time
staying and running the art studioc at Mindolo err gince. I just cen't
imagine Mindolo without her. Her departure was troumatic, and we weve all
utterly exhsusted, aso she couldn't decide to leave anything behind, and
ended up mending 52 Afriocon beskebs, over 100 carvings, smonget many other
things. All the remaining friende were up until 1.30sm at her house
Eguking and clepring, and returning twice since to clear up and burn!
neoredible. 30 when we eaw her off, we were all in a daze, she worst of
all, having coubracted a terrible cold the week before. She and Jane are
in the Jeycheller for a week, Jane having been in soubhern Afrioa evenw
gince she left Kitwe. I only hope Marjorie oatches up on her rest there.
So quite suddenly, I feel quite exmpt}, wondering who I shall gzo ‘to ‘the
<inema with, and the theabtre, efo. We had become a group on 9 doing thingm
tozether, and wibthin that 9 the 3 who had left and I were together every
waekend and often midweek. Those left are Hergaret Millar, who trains
deaconesses for the church, and the Folbiggs ond the Coates {our minister).

. .In April, Jane Marjorie Margaret and I had a week's holiday in the
Luangwa Valley Game Park, alous with Esther, a=8wiss zirl working for the
world TWCA ss a consulbant, It wae great fun, and the number of animals we
saw quite fentastic. The lodge was situsbed beside a lagoon, the vwhole
valliey with the grest Luangwe river winding round in ¢ireles is a mses of
lagoons, We had 2 geme runse daily, at 6am snd 4pm, lssting 2-3 hours, in
land-rovers, The drivers are brained to recognise snimals and birds, and
they spot them loug before we did. Hie debermination to find lione was
rewarded one doy when we saw them twice, once in an open valley chasing

"buffelo, there were 3 of them, and we sbayed around for gbout helf an hour.
Then about an hour later 5 of them just strolled on to the vroad vight in
front of us, and we krailed behind them for about 3 miles before they then
wandered off. The one morning.I decided to sleep in, he found a leopard.
Of courre I did not believe the others for ages, as I had alresdy decided
they would tell me they had meen one! Esther had slept in the doy before
pnd we kidded her we had meen wild dongs., S0 of course, I just knew they
would kid me they had seen a leopard, It waes the driver who finally con-
vinged me, Althouvgh we were short of ewverything Zambia is short of and
a whole homt of other thinzs besides, owing to being hundreds of miles
from a i@ town, we did have plenty of meat, snd we had bthat 3 times 2 day.
Only a cup of tea was serwed at 5,30am, so by the time we returned at 9am
we were starving., The rembto of the morning, we went up on the roof and
read, wrote, played serabble, sketched, and wetched the birds and snimals
in and evound the lagoon through bhinoculovs. Several hippos lived ‘there
very olose to our lodge, and wery amusing they are, But a friend of ours
wae tipped. out of & hoat and bitten badly by one very near‘our_lodge Just
& weelk ago, — =0 one can't be too cereful, - :
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The lddege was pretty full, as the other lodge in the park was
cloged, the water pump heving broken down, snd repairs are not done
teo guickly. It ie very warm in the valley, and the diningroom is
open on 3 sides, ditto the lounge., We saw plenty of elephants, one

.-used bto walk over the other eide of the lagoon, and of course the

buck family. Jane saw her favourite giraffes just one morning, and:
Margervet was the bird watching expert; we all loved ‘the wart-~hogs
and monkeys, the latter being in the trees aound the lodge. There was .
& rhivo sround but he mtayed coyly hidden from us, -only ‘one of the
lodge party sew him. We visited the other lodge;- a muoh hever one,

- situated .on top of a hill overlooking fairly 6pen countryside. I wvould

1like to have . -spent a day or 2 there as’'a contrant. Normally people only
‘g0 for -4 daya to a holiday like thaty but e made our own " fun and ‘the
week passed qu1ckly.

The weekend we returned, the YHCA of Zemb:a WaB oe1ebrat1na 1ta
20th anniversary, aund we had a get-together at Mindolo, where it a1l .
began., It wae very: stimulating, we all enjoyed ourselven, bub: it was
dlaappo1nt1ne thet so few people came. Although we are. oalled fe Y,
we have not ‘done very well 'in attracting youne people, we are ‘s middle

* pged movement already, rather like the UK one. We start Y teen ‘branches
-from ‘time to time, dbut ‘they’ always figzle dut, I'oonbinue “to ‘be ‘the

-'brea%urer,'nnd recently went to- an'interesting seminar in Dusaka as
]deleaabe from the'Y ‘to d1sousq ‘the problem of fingncing. voluntary

iorzanisabmons. As nobodv wenb from H1ndolo, I also spoke up ﬂor hhem.

In my 1nsr letter, I menhloned that eome rel&bives were oominz to

wvigit. 3 of them came last December for 2 weeks, mu burity my oousin

] from'Augtrélia, e2nd her sisfer from ‘Surrey (Englsnd), They had 'all ocome
-up from Botsiansa, where thoy had spent 2 weeks. But: Ruth ‘and Seretse

were in Johannesburz almoat all bhat time, where Seretsc was heving

his pacemaker installed, He har had trouble with it heeling where ‘the

“"leads come out of bthe veins, bub eventuﬁlly they moved it recently

‘k‘at Guye hospital and we archoping it will be CK now.:Back to the -
relatives, 4t wes lovely heving bthem -all tozether, I just caritk reoa.ll

when' we. 4 'wére together, and -we 'ended up with 'a long weckend at Livingstone.
The Inberoontmnental Hotel there is within s1aht of ‘the 'Falls, ®o'my sunt

f‘could walk ther comfortebly)’ ‘and the firet day ‘we strolled: over, and met

the only family I knew there — the Clokes — s0 they bodk us off for a

_ picnic lunch by the river. My lugrage spent the weekend at Lusaka airport’

go I wag’ veny 2lad Trudy had “bought some 'cotton dressad ‘o - take back as

'm1ftsl Bnb rickody cén ever laend me sandals, with my big feet. We had

lots of drama over plane’ bookings sad it was'a miracle ‘the relabives ever

“lef't -, bhey ‘went streight baok from L'stone td Bobswana, -as everything
- waB ovefbooked, go I deoided to pull rank and see the local sirways
; menaaer, showed ‘him ‘my ‘card, and told him he couldn't leave 3 such iold
" Yadies strended (Trudi and Kath, please forgive mel) My friends the Clokes
", “also halpéd, I had to leave the night before thoy Jid oWing to the.plane
”f‘sohedule. “Prudi ond Kobh-spert the rost of their holiday with their
:'niece in 8. Afrloa, “and ‘they had a lovely time aceinz esome ¢f ‘the. Gape
_‘avea, 8o afor they left(about § - 10 days bafore Christmas: .- 'the; :
‘actual holiday oelebrat1ons asdemed rather tame; I felt I..had had mine
" eprly. "Jone was 'bark'on 'a vislt to-the Btates, pnd Margerct.was. in
.. Terdel, end Maloolm wae awey, and. Folbiges weore camping,.so I.hada
" much snaller dinner party thap 'usual, And I was' terribly busy.el.the

offace, Iefen worked on New Years Day. It was the-end-of the financial

a year 'and 1 ‘wag Btill finding -out lots of thinge; o from Christmas
) unr11 the end of Jﬂnuarv I worked about 50% more hours then usuals.

Mosb fr1ends heve 1sken about my new Job. It rewlly ig not 6o very

3 "1nboreﬂb1na, and. the staff are not 80 sb1mulat1n£, and I ¢an't imagine

I shall: stay more bthan 3. yeﬂrs, but it certa1n1v ig a weloome ochange

v from the: exhsusting frusbrations of Mindolo end 1 heve never: ‘for ome
"moment” regretted leaving ther .. 48.I hope bo tun this stenoil off

. ‘myself: on the office machine,. I ‘had betber Ye dimereet #nd not say
~any. morel;. I oertﬂxnly 1ntend bﬁ take full advantaze of my 25% travel

perk, my brmp to Vancouver will only. -cost K400 (%280 - 3500 rouzhly).
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-I% sounds as though my life is all holidays - out here it is
quite usual to get 6 weekm s yoamwm As we alsd get quite generdus. publiec
holidays during the year also , if thoy are joined up it ig 21l the
better. I went to Botswana for a 10 days spell in June-July, out of.-
vhich there were 2 weekends and 2 putlio holidays, se it was only. one
week of actual leave., I arrived the day after Ruth and Serebtse had
returned from their 3 weeks trip to England and Belgium, for.the heads
of Commonwealth oonference, bhe silver jubilee, and a visit to the TLEC,
The firsl week Seretse was in hospital hoving his pacemsker leads re-
adjusted, 80 he had to take it easy., The night they were al the bangquet
at Buckinghem Palace he had to hawe o dressing changed, so. the Queen:
arrenged for a room to be turned into a Red X stbtation and a doctor and
nurse laid on for his couvenience. He also had his own doctor with him,
who was allowed in to supervise the operation. He wae bthrilled bto bitsl
It was suoch a shame that the weather was so awful, if only it had been
like the last 2 summera. The BEC ovorseas serwice put on guite a few
-extra programmes covering the eventa, so I. could follow Ruth's progresa,
and: of ' courde heard guite a lot about it all from her. I gather the
‘weckend in Scotland was terribly hectic, not at all restful, and they
" oould have done with an -exbtrs day to relax.

Ian is now a Brigesdier, second in command of bhe new army , wh1oh
-must be tho emalleat in the world. I had bthe privilege (?) of sewing on
his badze on to his army hat {cap?). Wow, was it difficult. You all
know my prowess el sewing is about nil, and I wondered why I got ‘the
Job, apparently Ruth was fed up with sewine on bodges to his police cap
" everytime he changed it. There wag guibte a bibt of ackivity while I wWas
there so Ian woes away at the border where Zembia, Botswena, Rhodesia and °
Nemibia all meet. He is in his element, and: very oconscientious: .about it
all, -T am hop1nz he will be here iu Zambia 8soon to inspect the army here,
he has been invited., . The twins are taking a a @ity and %u1lds oourse. in
gome sort of mechanios at the local c¢ollege of technology, and are
enjoying the coursc wery much, They are still very elose indeed to each
othe?, 'but one thine they con never stand is the other one's girl friend.
Ruth says they will have to marry twins . Jaockie had been on .a visitl
from Sierra Leone earlier in the yesr with Dale, but I missed her. I
gather Rubh hatos Dzle beinz so far away. Johann is enjoying his EEC
job in Heat Afrioca. Every Sime I go to Bobtswana 1 am debermined to
viait one of the areas I haven't seen, some gquite elose,to;Gaborone,
but ag usual I failed to do so., If only the .Zimbabwe situsbion could e
‘eorted odut Botswana would have a fenbtastic fubure, they hava- just found -
o third diamond pipe in a oompletcly undeveloped.area. But with all the
uncertainty avound, it.is diffioult, Alsoc, the new Bantustan to be
croated in 8. Lfrica in Deeember, whosc name I, can newer ramember, but
‘oomposad. of Tewana people in 8. Africa, will affeot them very much. .
This new bantustan will b¢ fragmented -into 6 parts, and the main raliway
line from Rhodesia through Botswana to 8. Lifrica will pass through one
of the bits, As Botewana has no intention of rooccgnising nt,(llke evary-—
'one else),nt will creato real problems which so far are not resolved.
”Th1s reilway 15 the maxn l:nk for Botswana to ‘the outs1de w0rld.

The low price of ‘copper and lack of demand i caus1nq resl . .
ccoromic hardship to ua here, and apparontly it is diffiocult to see
when it will jmprove. There are strict curbs on imports and mony things
aro banned completely. Industry has problems: when an. enterprise is
omploy1n2 several hundrcds of people and the whole thing is brought
to a sbtandgtill through lack of packing maberials, or just one part
of an opersation. e arebattling to get the agrarian revolution on its
way. Me, I'm growing cabbages, lettuces, - bomaroes, redishes, green
peppers, spring and ordinary onions, and repel It actually doesn't
work out any cheaper bthan buyineg them, as the gardner I have quite
un-necossarily hae two wives and familics to support and I can't bear
to sack him. Bub it is most gratifying bo be able to go and pick them.
My oresnges and lemons are much bebter this yoar, havmng respondod %0
compost and wafer, aud I even mede marmalede twice. .l have to. be truthful
and. say it didn't set, so I stuck in gelatine, far-too much, so’'l couldn't
even get it out of the jar with a knife, So on £ood advice, I made more, \\
melted down bhe original, snd mixed thom! It worked perfectly.

-
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We have been bo the thrakre acverl.times;;and-this-year Kitwe won

.

“the. annual drams festival: with "Sleuth", apparontly ono of the first
‘amatour productions of this play ever. I saw the film with. Laurenao

Olivier and: Michael Caine, and couldn't believe amateurs ocould do ite

- 1 enly saw one other play in the Finals, The Philanthropist; Kitwe had

put on anothor play 'The Prime of Mise Jesn Brodia', but there were ‘too
many &ceno changes and it was drendfully slow. Miss J.B., was certaanly

-8 good acbress but it was a disappointing performenco. The ourrenocy:

problem has curtailed the forcign artisbs who came to’ perfrom for the
Concért Socieby, but we have had John Clegg roeently (he also went to
Botswana, their fivst cver concert\ and a eouple playing guitar and

" piano and another wiolin and piano. For those of you who know Zambia,

little old Kalulushi got inte the finals of the drema fostivale v

"The separatc schools compotibtion was good and Kitwe TT€ came third..
“Not long ago we saw “Joseph and his multicdloured dremmcoat™ end it :

wag ewinging., But the musio borcd me, He've seen the most odd assortment
of films, Ffrom "“Guns of Navaronc" round for the 10th bime, bo “Camx Hash"
almost the wook after it was in London. I enjoyed "Taxi Driwer" bubt. none
of the others did. Probably beoouse everyono kept telling me it wasn't my
kind of film, I was determined not ‘to be Syped! My friends decided I just
had to sce “Airport 1977", the best thing about it was the mesl beforchand.

- In Botswana I saw a delightfully naive film 'Lollipop' with Ruth and
“ Seretmo, which we all enjoyed, it wae very unusual. We had an .amusing

exporionce earlicr this yeer. Somo of us wont to see “Marathon Man %

Harjorie and I thought it was s0 awful we left holf way throush, but the

other 2 were enjoying it. Unfortunately Jane had driven, and M. and I

eouldn't get a taxi, 80 we walked the mile and more back to town, wondering
. all the time if the police would pick ue up as soliciking! Believe ik or
“'not,‘bhab happone, oven with zrey hair! We zot to bown OK and then got

“home, not much ahead of ‘the otheors. Needlema fo .say, it took

woeka to live down, and aftor thab we insisted on driving. Sir Peter

Soott came for Wildlife YWeek, and thore was a dinnor and cebaret and film

" and sppech at tho local Showgrounds. Unfortunately it was the coldest

night o6f thé ycar and we all froze to death. (I had a fur jacket,. 2 blankets

‘anid unpbeen layers uvnderncath). But it was worth it to see him, we dec;ded
aftorwards whon we had. - bhawed out. : : .

Tho n111anqc Pranoalse has becn rov1ved yet again and I am on bthe
committde. We startod off with a chcese and w1ne,evcn1ng,,goodues brought
in by UTA through the Franch high commission. We had not seon cheese in
the shope for over a year. Wouldn't you know.that it appesred the. day

" before? But not french, Finnish processed, Bul therehas been no wine for
~ months excépt for the very occasional delivery:sold out in 3 hours, Bo

‘that wae OK, and in any case, we had.sold all the Fickets well in adwance.
I "spent fthe morning helping .bo put up an oxhibitdon, and in the end, ‘the

: 112hta were so low nobody could sce ik anyhow.

: So on 29th Sepbember I set off for Ganada. I #o via Prankfurt, where

"I shall epend 3 days with Hagdaleone Ginsberg, snd Bouk wmll oome. from:

Hollasnd Tér the weekend ss well { a former MEF secretar .From bhere I
fly to Monmtreal, and teke in a guick look at Quebec md tbawa, then

5o Toronto for a week, meeting all my United Church of Canada fricnds
who have worked in Zambxa. Then %o Edmonton where I shall stey with the
Gilchrists and ¢illespiesa, old Kitwe friemdsy and.then - by train -~ over
the Rockiee to Vancouvor, where Marjorie should be waiting for me, if she
goba there in timee. Then bo London for 3 doys where I hope most of my
friends will come and meet-me ab my hotel{yet. to be chosen, bubt probably
‘the Kenaington Hilton). And back 'to Zambia on October 3lstt So don't
be surprised where I post this lotter, it could be anywhere en route' or
it could be from here.

I shall draw this part bto a o¢lose, Pardon the dreary white paper,
but there is no coloured duplmoablng paper available., - I realide I have:
said very 1little about Mindolo, it is suffering from educing donations and
having %o curb aotivities somewhat. Best wishes for now, I wigh I could
tolephone you all, as hh:s evening I have just called Jane and Marjorie

in the Séychelles!
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This past week I heve finslly teken down my Christmaz cards. from Lhe
wide wooden pelmets around the lounge, diniagroom snd hall, and re-rcad momt
of th¢ notes oand lettere. As I sent lést years' rather early bBefore my vieit
ko Candda, it 18 now nearly =iz months since I wrote, 8o am intending to
carry out one New Yoar rerolution to write mores often,

Hy holiday in Cﬂncda really was Buperh, I had originally manted to 20 in
. September but I couldn't lea¥e the office at that time. Just sz well, it
“burned ouk, ‘ag it wes the webtfest month in Canada for a long tine. October
was mized but on the whole feirly bright thouzh not warm.rI don't posmsess
one woollen garment, for this btrip I bought a suede man's Jaoket big enocugh
to go over 8 layers of cotton end crlnp—tvpe sweaters. And 2 pairs of slacks.

I started with a 1ong weekend in Germany, with Mazda, who I fivst net
in a work comp in Italy in 1955, and who worked for a year in Zambis several
years ago, We wers Joxned by Bouk from Holland, who worked as a sceretary
at Hindolo for 3 years. Ue had a lot of news to exchsnge, as I had not seen
either since leaving Zzmbia, and Hagdo had been to Papua for.2 years, while
Bouk has a mosk 1nterest1n2 Job in the new ecumeniocal: co—operat1ve projeot.
It woa bitterly cold and I had to buy & hat and gloves on my.firsf sxoursion.
I perticularly enjoyed the sunday ochurch service, which was much more .relaxed .
"than any previous c¥pevriences in german churohes. It wes harvesk festival, and
the minister hed written a dialosue spoken by some of the youns pecple ,
oonbrasbinz the "Haves" of the wesbern world with the "haye-nota" of the .
developing nations. My germen is prebty non-emistent after 2 goes of 1 yeaxr
courses at.least 25 yeers ago, bub I nicked up enough ‘to follow,

After one of the vorst flights gver from Frankfurt {o ﬂontreal (we had a
group of 19 Austrian teensgers who hel never flown before, wildly exo1ted and
leaning over some of us all the Fime, in a planeAloo% full) I was fixed up with
a hotel in the contré and slept for 12 hours. This wes the only sbop wvhere I
_had no friends, but I wae lucky that some tours weré still on{until mid-Oot.)
and had 2 lovely day outings in coaches to Quebeo City and the Leourential Hills,
I vias incredibly lucky be1ng ‘there fo the height of the maple btree lesves
chanzmnz colour, and when I look at my photos I gtill ocan't believe they are
‘true. The Laurentiade are a bemutiful mountain. renge very popular both in
summer and winter, and we had lunch et a ski resort., It wae a bright sunny day
" for oud trip, tho 1 only ventured out once on to the_deok on the boat which
toock us round a very big loke where the beauntiful pcdple have second homes.

The day at Quebec was also perfect, snd affer taking 2 oity tour for 2 hours
I wandered along bthe eliffs and tried to recall my school history lessons

of the storming of the heights of Abroham. I had heard Quebec was atbraotmve,
but it was far more lovely than I had ever 1maz1ned. I ended o perfect day .
with a perfect sea food dinnmer in the old Can. Peec, Hotkel on the cliffs
which is designed like all their hotcls in the style of a french chateau.

I had 4 dayse in ilonbkresl, fthen tood a train to Otbava where I stayed ’
another 4 days with the Anglinas. Douz was the firsbk vice ohencellor of the
" brend new University of Bambia, buf ycars before that he had visited iindole
for 6 weeka in 1962 to run some courses in his sumner vacation., So we were
old friends. Once agsin I was eurpr:sed at bthe besuty of the oity, althousgh
I had sbudiced maps of Canada, I wasn't prepwreﬂ for so muoh expanae of water
everywhere. There is a huge park on the outskirts of Qttawa which is so:
countrified, overlooking the river, with huge lakes dotted sround, thet I
had o keep tellinz myself was just & few miles from the cenbre of the wapital
oity. I was here for thankegiving woekend, and had 2 suppers, one a day early
with the Zambian High Commissioner and his family ~ also old friends from
early Ilindolo days, Wilson Chakulya, and then another with Anzlins, when we
ate gelmon. It reined quite a bit but in spite of that we went for some walks
alonz the river and canal, paid a qost interesbing visit to the Parliament
buildings and also an arbk gallery.
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From here I took another train and went to Toronto. I stayed ‘the first

night with Catto's, who hed been missionaries in Zambia from 1957-62, ‘then

for the rest of bthe week I stoyod with Audrey IeKim, whom I had know since

the 3 months I worked in Kenya in 1965. Audrey had just left her job so had
time to take me round. We spent bhe firet day listening bo a 8. African voman,
Pres, of the YWUCA and member of the Insbitube of Roce Relations, who waa now
exiled, I could not deceribe tho wey sho spoke, it was 8o incredibly effective
without demandinz one ounce of sympathy. That cvening Philip Potter, Gen Seo.
of the WCC, was speaking so we went along to that too. The ecumonical world is
- very emall, The vest of the woek we wore real touriste, visiting Niazara Falls
(my seocond time, I was on the Amcrican side in 1952), the opera, the revolving
“tower ( every self respecting city has to have ong apparently ) walking in the
parks and Toronto Island, dining with Cabtos again and with other frieﬁdsi

and. also doing crazy non-tourist things like pickinz up wood from pooplles
dustbins alonz Audrey's road to holp hor winter collection {at night), tho one
" evening we got 3 ‘teen azed boye to help with & particularly large pile,
Wherever Audrey zocs, she IIUST have a real fireplace, ]

One crasy woek to another, and off I went to Edmonton by plane, over
inmense plaing with the inevitabbe lsikes and rivers. Herc I stayed with 2
families, both zood friends both here in Kitwe for many Years, leaving in 1970
like so many others of my friends. Tom Gilchrist is minister of a large church,
he weg our minister in Kitwe y and since refurning Kaye has takon a nureing
course and is now busy in a hospital. The Gillespies (Eric is an accountant)
were membors of St Hargarets here ab the same time and went to live in Ednonton
less than 2 yoors sgo {from Kont). I went from the plene to dinner snd straight
to church meeting with Tom o2nd Eric to tell the missionary committec about
projects in Zembia., The highlizht of fthis bit wes & 2 day trip with Kaye and
Pam into the Rocky lfountaine, which on locking back scems like a dream. He
left one evening and drove for abouk 5 hours to Jasper, then the next day drove
= Blowly. - to Banff, along the tiop of the ridge, via Leoke Louwige, stopping at
meny’ spots, the Columbian icefields, lakees, watevrfalls, fonteatic views, and
generslly drooling over bthe breath-tsking panorama. Unbeliovalby for the N.
Americezn continent, thare was ne resbteurant open the whole 200 milez of the

. trip, theo bourist sesson was closed. But we had gone prcpered,_we,got_t9 Lake
Lovise around 4 pm which wos & bit labe bubt we wallkod half way round bhe lake.
A%t Banff we stayed at another CPR chateau hotél, in a room with 4 beds, several
cupboards and tables and armchairs, with mossee of room, on the Sth’ floor,
looking straight over on to the mountains, Needless to say, we did not wont
to leave, MNext morning, we went on a teléforigque up to 7,000 feet , from there
1t was possible bo walk back down along abteep mountain trails, with‘thg pos—
sibility of mecting local gome, but there was no ‘time. He drove back about 50
miles along the same road, then struck off and took a differnt road bacley

~gebting home in time to have a quick meal and dash off to a clasaical concork.

Another perfect end bto a perfect brip. Next day, Sunday, we all went to church

and heard Tom preach, then visited Erie's factory and tho eldest Gilehrist
daughtor, Heather , and her husband ncarby. Weo onded my stay with & chinose
meal at home and rang the Richeys in Indianapolis, all 5 of us gpeaking to ‘them,

Early next morning I took the train to Vancouver, over bthe Rockes, but the
weather was unkind, it rained and snowe? and I saw nothing. 24 hovrs later,
Harjorio Murray,(who had left her job at tho Art Studio here in Kitwe aftor
13 yoars just last August ) met me ot the staion and I gpont 3 days with her
an¢ the friond she is living with., It was novhere long enough to appreciste
the beauties of that city, but I aluays have to leave something to sge next
time, and Marjorio and I caught up on cach others news. She had only been
back in V. for 2 weeks, after travelling around Africa and Europe and USA.

It was lovely seccing her sgain,and her friond vhosce cer cerried us around
certainly put horself out to sea the sights - including the revoiving tower
and resbaursnt. We spoke to Jane on bthe phone, she left Kitwe alse in Auzust,
and rang from St. Louis, whore she ie now working, I rang most of my American
frionds from Canada, it was so eesy and cheap,
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half a doy owing to air coatrof go?f B?diﬁng in Icelghgﬁgﬁd Uf arr¥v%n£
latc and hav:ng to leave carly. In fact - it took me the whole dav to get
from London to Paris , where I got UTA flight back to Zambia. Some of you
know what happencd ovor this rathor hectic weckend. I invited frionds %o
comc to my hotel for the day either saturday or sunday, snd albtogether

43 came, 23 saturday and 20 sunday. I bthoroughly enjoyed myself and I

think everyone whoe c¢ould come Jid so also, cbwiously I could not have am
much time as I would have liked witkh overyone, but it wes bebtter than
nothing. There were aleo little mini rounions of friends who had not met
for some time, particulrly of ex Zambian reosidents, Tho B hours timo difference
betweon Vancouver and Londoun, added to' tho oxoiting weekend, took ite todd,
and for a weck my aleep was very ohoppy snd I would weke around 3am and not
be able to gleep for & couple of hours. It Haa'aomething of a bivrthday
celebration , as llonday was the deyi I thoucht I would spond the day without
meeting anyone I know., But at Paris I meh a nokorious Kitwe resident - the
Grook doctor for those of yow in the know- and he bought me champagne,

Thon the Duteh ambasssdor to Zambia and his wife eamc alonz #nd I spent

some time with them,

L arvrived back te » very hot month indeed. The reine which usually begin
in October were very late but my word they heve made up for it and so far we
have had 35% ebove average snnual rainfell, Even tho southern province, which
normelly. hes very little ', hae hsd floods and downpours, and roads have been
out owing to brickea being swemped end weshod sway. The road out of Luanshya
wes cut ofer 12 hours, and furprise) the main road batween the  Copperbelt
and Lusaka was closed for 24 hours when the bridgo at Mulungushi below the
Pres, Cit. Collego was completely unpasseble because the river wes 3feeb
above it, I heve never known thab beforo. :

Christmas weag dry hereo in Kitwe bub very wet in Lusske, I had a group
of 9 in to dinner on Christmas night, mokt of them camo during the afternc:
and we played volleyball in the pool, This was rcpested next day when I
hed another zroup to lunch, bthen in. the ovening T went to our minister (s
. housc for dinner we wore 14 and it war a hilarbtous evening. Boxing Day is no
longzor e holiday here, but as Ghristmas Day was o sunday we had 26th, so at
loast ih was a long woekend, On the 29th I flew to Dotswana for 5 daye to
celebrate my sunts 90th birthday on let January. They were stayinz on the
cattle ranch, so I flew bto Francigtown where Ruth mot me in Sorebee's Range
Rover, They had also had excoptionel rainge, wnd we were driving on bush roads
8o neaded sturdy tramsport. Ve also had a police eascort. We gobt a puncture
and they broke down so we took over 5 hours to do what is normally a 3hour
Jjournoy. Fckic was there with Dale, she is expectinz a baby any time and
wvanta it born in Botewana. On the lsb, the twinz flew up with Ian from
Gaborone, slong with 2 othor friendsof the family, and frienda'of Jackic
drove up with their mother who is a friend of Noin's, so altogether we wore
. 17 for the birthday lunch, It was a very pleesant occasion. But I spoilt
things by putbing out the birthday cards for us all to admire, forgetting -
that young Dale and his 2 little friends would be up at 5.30 next morning.
e nover did find any of the cprds, their varied stories-of what they had done
with them sent us all off on wild goose trails all day. Poor:Noin, she coyld
not remember who thoy were all from, In the ovening we were still quite
a crowd for supper s¢ we played charades afterwards; '

I drove back to Gaboronc with Jackie's friends, we were lucky to get
through because 2 deye laber the road was qulte flooded end for a month weoe
ologed to all btraffic. I stayed tho night with ‘the boys, bthen left next Jday

and at the airport founs I was flyiug with Donald Wodds, the S. African editor
friend of Stove Hiko, znd his femily. At Francisbtown airport our pilotb tock

s short out advosie the grees sud thore we ‘stayed for § ‘hourse, stuck firmly.

in tho mud. All the male pam=sengore were invited to help push(!) and tho thay
nmanaged the front wheels, the one under the enaine and wing was guite:a different
markbor. Anobher plane come to collock refugeer eventually took some oubk, =nd

the .rest of us left on our orlalnal plane, I w:sh I had taken my camera.

~
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Roclk here in Kitwe, L have Tuoxza, wawwcuw vne Friends vwho leer 1.q4
year, With Margarot Hillar on 5 monbhe leave; tho numbera have dropped.
drestically. Buth Harris, who worked at Mindolo for 4 years about 3-4 years.
ago, has come back for & year, that is bthe one bright spot..But telephoner
are always pretty ropy in the reiny 'seamon and this yesr they are worse,
so getbting in touch with her is difficult, The cahomas have stopped adver—
tising their programmes owing to the fact that the Hinister of Cul turec
has oriticimed the films they arc showing ; — so it is quite a chore o
find out whab'es showinz., Prom what I have glesncd, there arce not many zood
films. ' o :

‘Our economic situation is gebting worse and worse, and shopping is so
dpreary that I try fo reduce it to a minimum. The one bright spot is the
fact that vostsurente get food the public cannot buy, so a 'mesl out at the
local vestaurante beoomos a little more fegyuent. Apart from the 3 expcasive
ones we have 2 Italian clubs which scrve cheaper meals thet are zood, the
mine club, the Kitwe club, and one or two. others such as the Greck club vhich
I heve never patronised. We have very tittle imported food ot 'all, anéd for
Christmas the choice wes ham pork or chicken. The fow turkeys being raimed
were hib by some disease so that was bthat. We ubually don't get much beef
at this time es the animels are beinz fattened after the long dry scason.
And fish has almost vanished owing to incompetence of the fishery trade.
So it's pork chops, pork sausages, pig liver for a btreat very occasionally,
cge end. bacon and chicken, in turn, with leg of pork when I have guertbs,
Just as well I alwaye liked@ pork! Imported fish came in last month and wasg
sold out.in 2 hours, I bought the oduivalent of k20 worth, which did not go
far, but it was a mogt welcome change. Of course, compared to mogt African
countrics, we aren't too badly off, some have alweys had economio troubles,
but having no coast line deprives us of sea food, and still ‘there arc ‘things
piled up at Davr which gets blocked , or our trucks break dJdown, and ebuff just
zoos bad before it evef.arrives:here. In the rainy season wvory fow vegrtrhles

grov, because the rains are too heavy and funguses {(fungi?) attack them all,

. g0 we even have a lousy choice of salads and veg for a few months., Thenk
heavens for avocado poaral ‘ - S

St, Margevets church is still very lively end full. We are very fortunsbc
indee? that our minister and his wife arc so good, it lias been interesting fo
see Brian Coates maturc and develop in the 6 yoars he har been here. In the
2 years with us he has changed and I have become very friendly with him and
Carol, even though they are 20 years younger than me (1 hate to even think
of the age difforence). They will be leaving this bime next yeare. I am atill
an older and church tressuver, and apart from church attend the women's
fellowhip, which in the past I have alwoys menaged to evede, The programme
ig & bit better than most of the okhers but I can never fizure out why
womeng groups arc always afreid to use their brains, Cooking and mewing are
the most popular subjects end anythings else apart from bible study (ot a
rether simple level) are frowned on. The church fete lagt reised more.-than
any other ever has done ﬁK2,000+),and the preparabtions for it axoumed. the
. interest of the women of the church more then anything else for- e loug time.
I was thankful to be in Germeny on vroute for Canada at the timel U

The YWCA is very weak and apart from a swingiuog programma in Lusaka is
fairly d@we 2wam the brench point of view. We atill have ‘the Bugeko home
industry, programme 1. ¥ipwe where women abicad a 6 months sewing course
Put it 18 gotting moTe sud meng aifficult to find cobton maborinl - "R
things so we hope the promise of v.ipncme cotton will matosaaliBCs I don't
attond the local brench meetings much v ‘hg pape covemion® when they have
them ag like all womons groups mentioned ebe.,. ucwiug and cooking seem to
te the main interestsl But I am still the natiouel tveasurer and I very much

" enjoy the national executive meetings held cuarterly. -
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Our budzet was announced recently and one ibtom in it will make a vest
difference to my company end many others this yoer. To explain, we have
3 categorier of expatriates living here - thc vast majority on work permits,
and they have to be well cualified; snobther small group of those with
resident status, who have been here since before independenee, who mostly
have their om businesses or are lD's of overseas businosses. This grovp
havo privileges of ¢itiZens (but no vobte) but can mend money out of.the
counkry like work permit holders {211 cen send up to one-third of their
salavy, and most manage to do this, as well as the final gratuity). Then
lagtly thore are citizens like me. Well, in the budgek ( I am etill not’
sure what it had to do with a budget) residents were suddenly told they
could no lonzer send out moncy, as from that very moment., It seemed rather
drastic, as most had some sort of financisl committment like buying a house
overseas or supporking relatives. Bub of course they had been enjoying
the begtof all worlde for years. It would have seemed kinder to give them
6 or 12 months notice; Hell for about 3 wecks confusion reigned, then it
wag suddenly snnounced thet they could apply for a work pemit without
having to leave the country, But of course it ¢id not say whether in fact
they would zot one. ’

Hell, my company has 6 branches, and 5 of them are managed by expabriate
marricd women residents. Of course, bhey should jolly well have tried to
ganbianise over the past few ycars, we just heve one local manager, in
Kitwe. And of course this is one of the ressons the govornment got tough,.

(1 forgobk o menkion that the mines were excluded from this new low,
Also, the MD of my compeny is a rosident, So at the worast the whole worksf
ﬁg%%daci%%ggsgéﬁg?gHZq fstgﬁewomen srec married to mine exocutives who
= PR o %8 nd would not leave anyway, even thought
their wives can no longer sond money out. So, ot the moment, things sre
rathér fluid as they say. Somobimes this year we shall most likely zet
2 more Zombian monagers, bubt the whole fubure ie wide open. Intererting,
S0 meny thinga which are obvicus to me are rosmisted by the MD, btut I think
his moment of truth is ab hand. He would most likely geb o work permit,
but his wife also works for the company and whether she would is imuch
more doubtbful.

I ha? beon wondering what I woul?d <o sbout holidayse thig year, oand
with all the probable changes it looks ag though the earlier the better.
So my present bthinking is to take June, tefore cveryone leaves or moves
round, It will moen only 9 monbths after going to Cenads, but if I leave
it later it might be very difficult to zet away. I hed thought of going
to Austrelia this year but I haven't saved cnough since my Canada trip,
g0 will probably visit Burope. One niece thing about June is that the first
weekend in July ies a louz holiday weekond so I can have that bit longer
with no extra days. As I get things smorted out I will write by airform,
but at tho moment I thought I might teke the ncw Zambis Airvays flight
to Cyprus(etarting in April) have a fow days (anyone want to join me there?)
then viait Poakes in Athens, then visit Germany Swijgerland and France,
(anyone want to come to Switgcrland) and then end up in Britain. Thia
won't give me much time snywhore, which seemi to be the crazy wey I heve
nogt holidays, ond unforbunately I won't be arvound for school holidays
bocause bthat's when my toss tokes his, tut of course I am BO lucky with
long holideys { 6 weeks a year) aud cheap travel that I con't complain.
I was looking btoday et my Cormish holidays photo albtun and thought how
lovely it would be to do eomethiung like that again. Perhaps in 19801
My other great ambition is bo go %o the Seychelles, and every tine
we got brochures in the office I drocl over them,

We have no more coloure? paper in Zambia so I am#raid ik will be
dull white azein, but ncver mind,- just wear your vose coloured SpecSB.



