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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: late 2006 — 2015

13th September 1978
My dear David,

[ feel really bad about my long delay in answering your telegram. But "events caught up and
overtook me!

I didn't go to my mail box for several days and only got your cable that very Sat. morning. My
telephone hasn't worked for 2 months and more. Kitwe's new exchange is being put into operation
Just this week -- bit by bit -- so no phones have been repaired and half aren't working. It will
probably be weeks before any work well.

[ couldn't come the weekend you cabled because 1 was already busy. I actually had this last
weekend in my dream as a possibility. But 2 weeks ago my sister Ruth telephoned from Botswana
to say she'd probably come for a day to Kitwe on 8th September. This was the first time she'd ever
come to stay. Well she arrived last Friday while Seretse went to Mulungushi, and left to Sat.
afternoon -- just 24 hours. Lots of ballyhoo with govt and police, of course. I enjoyed her visit very
much. An old Zambian friend who first introduced me to Serestse in London in 1946 came from
Lusaka to meet her and stayed the weekend. So it was hectic.

- I'm having trouble with my car, the brakes just won't work properly, and they've been "fixed" twice
this year already! So until that's done I'd never drive outside Kitwe.

Lastly, I still can't lose my awful rheumatism and as it affects my shoulders, I can't always drive too
far alone. So I wonder if I could bring someone else for company? Right now I'm not sure whom.
There is a very nice American woman at Mindolo, and also my Scottish friend Margaret, but she's
minister of the Luanshya church and very busy. I'll see what I can rustle up. Or who!

This sounds rather feeble but it's true.

[ also have other US friends who like to visit Maheba -- refugee camp -- so perhaps I could join
them one weekend when they go.

Will write and let you know when I can fix it up. My office number is also being changed and is
mostly out of order but I'll try to call you.

Thanks a lot for the invitation. Hope 1 can make it soon. --

Greetings,

Muriel

-
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