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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

16" May 1981
My dear David,

Yours was the only Easter card I received — so many thanks! T usually get a few — but not this
year. I've just re-read you Christmas letters — duplicated and personal. You mentioned winter —
it's really come early here — tho' not below zero. We had an excellent rainy season, (nearly all at
night) and at the beginning of April it suddenly stopped, and became cool quickly. Then at the end
of April we suddenly got more rain, not sudden showers, but solid spells. Lusaka had 3 days non-
stop (!) and Kitwe had 24 hours. It was really cold and windy, more like Jo'burg. Since then, it's
been bitterly cold at night, tho' quite warm at mid-day for 2-3 hours. Anyway, our maize crop is
excellent and provided we don't leave it rotting, should even be able to export.

[ hope you've been able to get on with your writing at the speed you would like. For me, after 21
years in Zambia, it's impossible to imagine how a computer could help you write a thesis. I'll take
your word for it! I was also fascinated at a sports complex dome supported by hot air — incredible!
[ was thrilled this past week as "my" football team in the UK was in the Cup Final, and the satellite
picture on TV was much clearer than the normal picture from Lusaka. Last Saturday was a draw, so
we had an extra game on Thursday, also televised here, which my team won! This was thanks to
Lonhro “the unacceptable face of capitalism™!

Next month — 26th June —— I'm off to the UK for 6 weeks. I haven't been for 3 years, so will tour
round and visit as many friends as possible. I'm really looking forward to it. Ruth will be there
some of the same time, so I'll meet her and we're going to Eastbourne for 2-3 days. I'll also be there
for the wedding of the year. So I'm wondering if any of my American or European friends will be
there for the celebrations.

Life here remains tense and unhappy. There are groups of gangsters (armed) terrorising the main
towns again, and the police seem to be powerless.

Over May day we had the inevitable rallies and speeches. I drove to Ndola and the P. Minister was
following shortly and all the CB police must have been along that road, stationed every few yards.
So, a field day for the burglars. Musakanya is now in Lundazi jail and Shamwana in Chipata — to
cut them off, presumably. Their lawyer handled a petition and was P. I.'d. we heard this week the
mining companies are to be amalgamated and we have a enormous IMF loan. We still lack many
basic commodities. There have been no import licenses granted since December. What you read in
Af. Conf. about Ghana recently just about fits us, too.

I am hoping to visit N. America next year, so hope to see you then— wherever you'll be working.
Make it somewhere scenic!

Cheerio, all the best,

Love Muriel

UaWillkinDADW_Office_and Misc\Muriel_David_ms_corres_retyped_1979_2008.doc Page 8
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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

Kitwe, 12th Nov. 1981
Addendum to form letter dated ‘2/5”' October 1981

Many thanks for your two postcards form Canada and Syracuse. Both arrived before I went away.
Yes, [ did get back refreshed, and 1 realised how foolish I was not to have taken a few days after
my aunt died, — by the time I went in June, [ was pretty tired and ratty.

The local wildlife society has managed to get David Attenborough’s series "Life on Earth" so for
the past 13 weeks I've been fascinated by his achievement every Sunday evening.

We had a group of 4 "Y" women from America visit us last week on a study tour — economic
independence and copper. There were 2 older white and 2 younger black, the latter rather
aggressively racialistic. I hosted one white and 2 local Y members. It was an interesting 3 days.

I'm hoping to visit the USA next year, and possibly Canada. I haven't made and itinerary yet, but
will probably fly B Cal to Atlanta. It will be in July-Aug. time, so my teaching friends (the
majority) will be free. I'll keep you in touch when my plans start to "jell". What are your 1982
plans? I'm determined to see the Grand Canyon.

Best wishes and all the best.
Love
Muriel
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PO Box 21607, Kitwe ?W)WJ .

Q:;) _ 25th Ootober, 1981~ :;
! v o
My dear, / o

1 read Clive James articles .each week itfrthe "Observer," and wigh I
could imitate his_gtyle to writé a witty letter.:But both my advenciug asge
and the October hept and huwility combine to . dull my evening efforb%,-ané somehou
weekends get more and more bumy. This hoe been Iddependence yeekend, and we all
hoped sn ertra day would be added, as-Saturday is net.really a working doy fov
most people ~ butb no lock. B ' B !

Lé's been the 5th Indendnence I hawve celebrated within one monthe Quite
a record. On 25th Beptember I went to Botswana for 10 days, a8 Ruth wae to regeive
s medel on their independence on 29tkh. I had forsotten that Wigeria celebratee lst
October, and Swaziland is I thiak the S5th, and I never had realised that China
celebrates something on 27th September. I had imagined a nice quiet lo daye out
at the farm, 15 miles from &aborone, reading and writing, During that time I ouly
had 2 main meals atf the farm, One day we had drinke with Ian, lunch with Jackie
and bhe LIrida st the Holiday Inn, coffeg with a doctor friend, tea with the British
High commissioner where Rubth merounged flower cubttinzs from their magnificent
garden; drinke and change of clothes with ja@kie'at her house, Higerien regeiption
back’ &t the Holiday ‘fan ( I only ate caviat — ved and black-) and finally dinner
with 8 0ld frienéd who hes his own law practice., Then when we did get hame, i7e*had
;0 unload bhe sforementioned flower ovtbtings and dump them in buckebs of water.
Euth assures me ites not always like this, but the rert of the week waen't much
slacker. The Bobswana Council of Women had their turn to orzanise the indepeﬁﬁeuoe
Ball, alweys atteunded by the President, so 2 aftcrnoons Ruth and I spent trying to
decorate the Town Hall slong with other members of the BCH. Decorations are not my
atroang peint, btut I did my best.

»
The President aud his wife were in Australia for the ‘meebting of Comwon-
2albh heads of atate, #o the VP was acting Pres., and he is Seretse's cousin.
Zrmy Chief was also oub momewhere so Ian was acting head of the army. So Ruth
received her medal from her brother in law {by African custom) and her son! It
was a veal family affair. I sat with Jackie ond her 2 hoye, trying to keep them
amured, no eagy task for 5 hours. They had school kids doina scrabatics, the
Zambian national dance troup visitineg and performing much btetter than I heve ever
geen them before, one man climbed up a apole that swayed around én the breeze, and
he really acted the fool, and lay acroass the top, it was most impressive. The
army finiehhd it all off with a mock war but it was rabher humourously done, Ian
had been rehearsinz them for weeks, The twins weve rushing round all over taking
pictures.

The Chinese cocktail party ( includineg masses of lumciour food) was cuite
different from usual owing to the presence of a table itennis team touring sounthern
Africe. I have never meen table tenn is like it. Real Borg-MacEnroe league. They
nleo plaged againset the acting President, and Jan, and anyone else who like to-
L.ove. o 20, and borrowed Ruth'e table nexé day to give a demonstration in ‘the
nearly village. There was no tesm g00d enocugh to btake them on. The Higerian "do"
_is alwaye exbravegant, they had also got the Zambian dance troup there, it wae
held in the hotel grounds., The Ball was rather guiet snd dull, they had the army
band which wag 2 bande in one, and mized the mugic-very well, but gomehow it never
sparked to life.Uith o few cother private lunch andzginner partiea, that war the

* - week, that was.

_ Back here in Zambia, thinge were rebher different. We had no VIP %o
visit Kitwe, so the loéal asobing acting Districk Governor, one Mre. Betty Chem
fwembe, (knovn to dome of you) took bthe rostrum in the park, 2nd gave the speech
we always hear, sud the councillors sang “"Tiyende Pamodzi", and bthe y had a diaco
inbetween! I dached home ae I had people coming to lunche gs‘we gat beside the
pool, flopping in sud out as it got hotier and hotter, easbing our 1§ve1y abeaks
and sTiriugded by my sgapanthas, strelitzias, bougainvillea, and the vesb,
we fe Heyas very hard indeed! Oue friend, Gordon Folbtigz, can never vesist
denouncing the swful harships we suffer, toungue in cheek,comparing éur lot to
the freezing dull longz winter beinz tolerated by our friends overseael
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I forgot to zay that Ruth im making a wvery bury life for herzelf, keeping

up all her former charitable astivities, and starting a new one ~ tho P11

! 3 ' g 7 ne the 308 Village
Project. Right now she is on her way to Manila in the Philippines for o world -
Red Cross conference and gouncil; and had pilee of material to get throusgh
beforehand. Her house i lookineg very nice after all the alterations, I t was
originelly built with four circular rooms (rondavels) joined in the middle. She
hos made a mort of shkalk to the four-leaved clover shapek and added rooms
between, it is very attractive,: the circular rooms are very large. It ig &
etrugele gard?gjﬁgfthefe with such poor roianfell, aund having to diz so deep -for.
a borehole sﬁe“is“careful with‘ﬁhe water, so shée goen in for desert type flowers,
with o few rosed ‘end other®.which she does watetr. We pui come. seeds in, planted
the geraniums and landscaped:a bit , inbetween our Eozk outings. We had to chase
out the goo¥s once or Lwice, and thevre is_ohe goose- left whioh is =0 ferocious .
some nights we hadé to éit ia the car until somebody shooed it -away! It obviously
makes o differcnce having the family around, her grendsons visit her often for a
weekend; omne twin ig studying agricultuvre at a nearby college, the other is still
in hig garagze, R i

In September bthe President of the World YWCA vieited Zambie after a
tig refugee conference in Zimbadbwe;; I was sble to be in Lusaka for 5 days, as
our office bthere:wes short of staff, =mo wag included in the delegation of 5 which
visited KK in State Ilouse. We sxere arked ko be bthere at 6, it KK was told 6.30,
and we were urhered in to find him sitting rélered with & minister, just off the
little golf course he hes there, Bo we rather rudely shettered ¥heir hilerious
joke scharing velazation, an< he doshed off bhe wash end chenge while we had bea.
The ¥ President, Kita Durrows is from Darbados, her. brother was Prime Hinister
for e time,; and they were both atudying in Britain while Serelsé weg there, so
I probably met her im the forties, Ste is a fantastic woman; very lively, keen
hrainb,good mizer, and a venl leader, we 2ll had a greab time. She sttended
bur ezocubive meeting which wae postpoued to coincide with her being around,

" ‘she say ‘fome of bthe Lusaka projects in peri urben areos and scustter townships;

we were invibted to tea with the Prime Minister; and had a lunch for trustees;

it mede a very welcome bresk indeed from the routine, tut maybe some of you are

* thinking life ig nothing bub welcome breake - where ie the routine? Good cueation.
I was also in Ludake the previoue weekend for the wedding of my very old friende
Braim and JesciolKronde's second daughter, the lagt o be married.

= My friend Hargaret Hillar was our minister ab St. Hargarets for just .
a year, then we were hended over to a Scotbish minisber Donald Walker, and his
wife Judith, They;gre very nice, hove done 4 mouths uvp in the northern bush ot

a Catholic centre. for lenguage stidy and -local orientabion into customs, ete.

I had resisted losing Margaret, but it was doomed o be 2 losing batbtle, ewen

tho moBt of our church vanted ‘to keep her, Bub we ave very happy with the Halkers.
About 6 or 7 years sgo the churches in Africe deddddd that they wouldphace ouk

nmissionaries, but the leadegﬁ‘ decision was not accepted hy .the local presbyteries
and in the past month 3 cauplés have arrived to go %o Mbereshi, Mbala and
Koshinda! One Canadian couple have 4 kide, ond are hoping to keep them here,

but educations will bte an awful problem, even-in the big towns ib's difficult,

but way oub in little market towns, the only hope is to feach ‘them onogclfs .

- I @m sure the =ldest kwo will be sent tack, ag aprt from other things, they miss
friends ond normal -school acbivities,

I got behind with readingmy "Obserwers" when I wenlb to Bobtewana, es they
were delayed, =o I read the magasine sections all together. While writing this,
I am very conecious of the extremely dull -eycérptr from Gerald Lascellesa! auto-
biography . Even though he is writing sbout cuite exviting events, he managos

to make it as dull as ditchwater. I hope I don't keep on'wrihing bhe Bame

things I havé written in préevious years.

i
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I now have a security guard at night, and what 2 character he is. I remisted

for » long time oe I thoveght ~ snd still think- they are prebtty useless. But

there ig a 2 hourly check during the night by corporale and sergoants, on bikes

in pairsg, or in a van, Moses is small, lame, crawls around at suailspace, ond if
the chips were down I would undoubtedly be defending him'. But he 2 grest cualities-
he doesn't drink, and he comes to work every evening early, even pey day. The

local compeanies sack on average 30 each every month beceuse of drunken-ness and
obsence for & or 3 days after getbting paid, Ile has a lovely habit of rianging the
frout door bell at oddtimes bto ask me b0 explain a picture he hac in a magazine,

or to show me a small grass snake he has killed, or fo tell me he is hunary.

I feed him every evening, and leave him o flask of bes or coffee when I #o to bed,
One evening last week he wae a bit later then usual, and as I looked out for him,
he arvived carrying a live chicken under each arm. I didn't know whether to laugh
or escream abt him! He had bourht them in the market, why on carth he didn't wait
till nexb morning I never managed to establish. Well, I have 4 cats and one dog,
and they all love chicken. I told him I accepted no respongibility for them, but
whea I realized he had nowhere to keep them I lent him my catbasgket. I had to

get up to go to the loo one morning around 4am, and wag juet sitting down when I
heard o couch right outside the window - I nearly jumped out of my pyjamo troveers?
He 2nd my house mevrvent, Fremncis, do uot like esch othevr, altho' they practically
never meet, and I have to listen to tales from them both about the mina of the
others. Francis snnovnced smolemnly one day bthalt Moses had leprosy, because he
didn't walk properly. I sleo have a gardner who works saturdays and sundays

and 2 weekdays, because carlier thie year I was burzled twice on the weekend during
the day, both times whilc at church ov o church meetbing., So they ave my extended
family. I have to lisben to all thoir problems, (ususlly financisl) tut somctimes
marrvisge or helping them obtain things such as roof tiles, blankets, 2lothes.
Every btime I go ovt of the country Froncis presents me with a liet of items. Half
of them are cbbtainable loecally, but theve is real prejudice againetb anything mode
in Zembin. So we haggle, barzain, until bthe list is roasonatle,

I hads hectic eix weeks in Bngland from the end of June to carly August.
During that time I never elept more thon 3 nights consecutively in fthe some bed.
To my surpriee T zot my mecond wind about half way throuvgh. I 8id not monage to
gee (uite » lobt of friends. While I wos bthevre Ruth came over &o we had ncarly a
week together, mostly in Bastbourne, and thot was the week of The Roysl Wedding.
I watched the bvoufire on Beachy Head boing lit, and enjoyed the fireworks display
provided by local remidents. Quite a crowd of us msbood on the parade and watched.
Ruth and I spent one day wendering pound on local bumes ( a novelty for ue btoth)
tisiting the places whore ghe was sbabioned in bthe wer ae o HAAP, I was appalled
at how much prices had risen, and there are even one or two ‘things which are )
more erpensive than Zambia~ but not many. Those of you who read sbout the missing
Kenya wedding gift would be fascinated bo kuow that I actually witnessed its
handing over in the VIP lounge at Hoeathrow! Ruth ceme over with Charles Jjonjo
of Kenya, having stayed tho weckend with the family, and as we waibed this characterr
from the Royal Household drifted in, and then the Kenyan Ambasszador to Britein,
who I knew for ycars in dairobi working for the Chrisbian Council, sund the Hee -
Kiplagat. So it was cuile a merry pavrbty when Ruth and Cherles arrived % hour late,
and bthe latter couldn't weit bo hand over the socap-stone chess-get.

Thie letter ir rother shorter than usual., I have told you several times
about shortazes and armed vobberies and genoral insecurity - and they don't improve
cuite the contrary. But one just lives with them - rather like the war. One v?ry
bositive thing for me personally is thee focb that I bought some wheat zerm oil
capsules in England, recommended 3 years ago, and which I cen't gobt here and forgot
to look for; and %0 my amazement they appear bo have made a big difference %o my
rheumatism, I get lems pain, and I heve more movement, So I am delighted. I atill
attend yoge closses, buf my friend/teaoher has juet been oway for 7 wecks, 80O they
were csnoelled for thot time, end I have been away, so lately I haven't Dbecen to
mony. I do myself keep it up a little each day, but not ag much ag I should.

Best wishes for Christmas, and the Wew year,to yous all,
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J
—P.0, Box 175,
REgo Park, New York 11374
9th Deceamber 1981
My deer Huriel, v
I really enjoyed your letter that reached me in Syracﬁse
Just befere I left at the end of last month, I just re-read
it an hour ago, Sounds as 1f you have had a most interesting
year desplte the problems that seem never to end in Zambia,
Hope your wheat pgrai oil continues to make your life Cfar more
Fﬂo*k1f( comfobtable,

ﬁVf%/ ™ I decided not to write a form letter this year, It has
&

een unusuals:?ﬂg boring to unusual, )but not the kind that

makes form letters excltinp.ﬂwlanu&ry—to_uay.and June to Septeimber

ware placid end unexciting in the extreme, except Ffor the
stimulation of my dissertationfi f“ﬁé%dgﬁ €g37ﬁgﬁbe and
qulet, and in fact wanted it, but not much to recall at the
end of the week except that I could not find some particutar
book that I needed to record in a footnote, or that I oonly
wrote a few paragraphs and did not necessarily like those,
In fact’ qfwas Gormedd 3T ﬁigﬁgﬁfdiﬁ%fortunagaly, I did
not disoover this until I was halfway through my dissertation
S0, I must try to complete this_at lgast, Then no moral
o September to Movember turned out to be traumatic in two
1 ¥ ways, I'm ignoring my visit to Newfoundland and the Canadian
7 Haritimes im¥ I think I told you about them., If not,
the story will wait until we n&sty I visited North Bay,
Ontario, for éﬁg Labor Day weekeé&jLIfh ZindlLﬁﬁh another
South African lady, Zindi acted strange and distant and I
thought something was wrong, A fortnight later she was
admited to the hospital extremely 111, She had been trying to
hide 1t, I started coming down to N,Y,.C, for rathsr long
periods./ -
T ~ Meanwhile, I had decided to rewrite the first three
(%S?fchaptera of my dissertf#ition that I had just re-writen in the
summer, I acqulred an excellent editor and she felt my writing
style was atrocious and that I needed to have a basic, crash
course 1n basic methods, I agreed totatdly but wy chief advisor
was less then happy, He just wanted me to finish, He feels
content is avenggin%:lrSWle is much less important,

~.t
If it is archane, so’ what Tlgzresult, ¥a philosophical
tangle ovar the purpope of a digsertation, Vhat a messl




o T isg

the last few months have, thus, been o total chaotic mess.

=]

I laughed when you asked me what I waé prlanning for the next
ear, I don't know what I'm planning for Jénuary, axcept to
Keep healthy, “Actually, that is most worthy in itself,
To diadeviate, my daily goal since leaving Zambila, and
esptially in the last year, has been to keep myself sane,
physicaly healthy, and a good sense of humor, All are actually
nterrelated, And to deviate further, I have been swimming about
hree times a week for the Yaat two years, doing morning exeeclises,
d have started lifting welghtas. I!lence, I have added an inech
or 80 to my chest, (Still a fat middle-aged spread, however,)
ilope I can keep this up, The YMCA where I now livg??g a dally
ust, . -
How back to the story. We simply don't know what happened
Géi)to Z2indi, They thought it was a version of Yblack lung", not
cancer as such nor TB, But théy are still not sure, Her
blood platelet count became éritical. But then, she suddenly
started getting better, By early 0Ctober she was out of the
hogpital and planning to start work, She continues to improve.
Still has a shortness of breath when climbing stairs, ete, Thyf
are puzzled, we are puzzled, ete, The future is not realy darky |
but murky if you know what I mean, ' '
'/’Q} I spent a lot of time and money on both thg trips to NYC
\@/’and my re-writing, So, I decided by the end of October that
the sane decision was to come and take care of her, or keep
an eye on her, Hencs, I made the declsion that I had avoided
==living in NYC, So as of] e haﬁhere I am, I am trying
to think_positively and I think that now I will get along okay
: Syracuse University has been good to me, iy advisorsK -~
(Eﬁﬁapproved of the change, I am still enrolled and have all the
time that I need to finish, i.e, no rigi@ deadlines, It is
Just gefting back into things and suﬁmitting. By the time
that I ieft, my ngw edltor was pleased and all three other
advisors, inﬁ35;k§%w the importance of a tpplc sentence
in profeasional writingl M \-least—I-thine-I—de, If I Keep at .+,
f,"ﬁPﬁf,Fhat 1982 @Will be the end of the task,
_ sald-thie—Pavome ') lereafter, dafinitely only arttéles.
>< lthough I did enjoy sitting by the pool in our apmatment

complex in Syracuse and writing this summer, I'm jugt
too jumpy and have to virtually tile myself in the chalr,
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So0,I'm not sure what I will be doing in 1982, I would
love.to see you and 4if you can pet to -the-God's forsakken
little corner of America, i,e, NYC, you have a bed,

T have turned the spare bedroom into a study and it is. yours
for the asking, I could give you a 1ift out to Hontauk,

the tip of Long Island, a very lovely and relaking nlace,

It ig the opposite of the Grand Canydn!

Will try to keep you informed of my plans and any
changes but I doubt if there will be any, I want to see how
Zindi gets along.: So, you'!ll probably find me at my present
abode, ily home address.is: 61-15-98th St,, Apt, 4E

' Rego Park, NY 11374
telepbhne; (212) 271-0084,

If you pet here, I*1ll be glad to gelt you into the
new women‘s welght lifting c¢lass at the ¥, Or some.
such thing, , How about karate?!

il? %ﬁh§"§tﬁdy (cull?BE8room) 1ooks tewards the Trade Towers
in lower [anhattan and up the Long Iasland Expressway, lore cars
#£0 by in one hour than exiast iIn Zambia, so I have the traific
to ke%p me conmpany during the day.
P pmeK’J“hey, enough! Ilve written.you a personal chapter
of my rather stmange last year, Huch love and the best for
| 1982, Again; a definitalinvitatibn. Just pop inl
Your know the merits and demerits of NYC!

Muoh love and wished,

David Wilkin
,ﬁ% P,5, Iiriam Makeba is at Carnejklie Hall this weekend,
e ———— N
Will tell you about it in my next lester,



1982
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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

Kitwe, 2\3/rd Jan 1982
My dear David,

Many thanks for yours of the 9th Dec. I was so sorry to hear of the reason you had to move to NY

and I'hope Zindi is still making good progress. It must have been a very worrying time for both of
you. I can't tell you the number of times I've said to myself (and whoever else is around) "I'll never
do — " — and ended up doing it. So I know the feeling,.

I wonder how you're surviving the Arctic conditions. In the UK it's really dreadful, and now there's
a thaw everywhere is flooded. Our rains started late, then afier 2-3 weeks stopped for all December,
so lots of maize died. We therefore had a very bad Christmas, [ was swimming at 9 pm - it made
entertaining very easy. I more or less had friends in and was invited out 50:50 over the two holiday
weekends. Normally I find New Year too soon after Christmas, but this year I enjoyed it.

I was interested to read about your dissertation — writing problems and couldn't help wondering
how you got so far without realising the problem before!

By the way, Wilfred Grenville Grey is in New Your, working for the Southern Africa Defence and
Aid Fund, Room 777 in the UN building. Why not look him up? He and Edith are separated, but he
goes back for school holidays and stays at their home.

I've discovered I can buy a book of tickets from here to fly around the USA very cheaply (sticking
to one airline). So, I don't have to make a rigid schedule. I plan to visit NY anyway as Wilfred is
there, so will let you know details, it's most likely to be at the end of my time in August. I'll
remember your offer of a room, but [ also have an American friend with whom I, on West 75th
Street, once shared a flat in Geneva. She may be away tho’ in her cabin in Pennsylvania. I've done
no more planning yet. Cheerio and all the best to you both.

Love

Muriel

UAWilkinD\DW_Office_and Misc\Muriel_David_ms_corres_retyped_1979_2008.doc Page 10
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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

New York City, 7th April 1982
Dear Muriel,

Can you improve on this?! After a good old-fashioned winter, we got a pre-Easter blast of cold air
that breaks all records! Tuesday, after we got a foot of snow, we had winds of up to 50 m.p.h. and
temperatures plunged in NYC to 20° F. (I dread thinking what Syracuse was like!!) I trust "Zambia
in the Sun" is a better place right now! Instead of Easter array this weekend, people are digging out
Christmas togs just put away! Anyway!

My diss. is approaching the final parts. I might need to get work before I finish, but may still
complete okay. Am now sitting in quite well to the fast pace here. Zindi is slowly improving. So
everything together I'm quite happy. Now, just a little bit of spring and I can ask for no more!

Do look me up. Will take you out on the town if you have the time. I don't blame you for preferring
the Upper West Side with your friend to Queens, although Rego Park is nice. Still, if she is away,
you have a bed! Otherwise, I'll settle for just taking you out and helping you to see whatever you
have missed in prior journeys. Have you been out to Montauk?! Or say what!

I should have moved to the Berkshires, or the Rockies, or Alaska! My phone no. and address!
Much love
David Wilkin

UnWilkinD\DW_Office_and Misc\Muriel_David_ms_corres_retyped_1979_2008.doc Page 11
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N\ 2nd May 1982

( Cgot"&‘.wb L sk Lk

Many thanks for yours of last month. I have finally
got areund to making some bookings and drawing up seme
sort of glan for the big holiday. Of course I shall
come to New York, I aotually have 3} other friends, one
is Wilfrid Grenville Grey, who I am sure you know. But
he may well be back in the UK in Augus$, when I plan te
arrive in your oity ( I know, it's a terrible time).

Dear David,

I leave her on June 24th, and then te Atlanta en
30%h, en route to Knoxville Tenn, My 2 friends from ‘
Chicage will meet me at the Grand Canyon for a few days, -
then we go on te California, where I have 2 former :
MEF friends. Then to Denver, and 8%, Leuis, and Grand
Rapids, all to visit former MEF friends, before heading
south to Beaton and then New York, sometime during the
second week of August. I shall let yeu know exact detaile
nearer the time. Thanks for your telephone no.

Many thanks for the offer of a bhed, I'll let you know
after I have ocontacted the others, ‘I have never
been to Leng Island, so the journey you suggest sounds
great. Isn't that where\&ew YorKers go in the summer?
I think Wilfrid has firiends out that way too.

I was glad to hear that Cindy is getting better,
and I hope the pregress eantinues. I was alse glad
Yo hear your studies are getting to the end - I bet you
will be too. What kind of work are you thinking of
getting ~ and where?

I had an unexpeoted week in Holland in Maroh thanks
te KLM. It wasn't as miserably cold as I'd expected. {
But they weuldn't let us stay over - messt unusual, §
8o I had a weekend in Nairebi.

Ne deub% you heard KK met Botha on the Betswana-

S, African berder on Friday. But I haven't hearé much
about the outeeome,

Sorry about your arctio Easter. The weather here is
also mest odd, yesterday it peured with rain all night,
in May! Yet we had a very poor rainy seasen, well
belew normal, and dreught in the south. I've never
knewn such an odd pettern.

Cheerio for now, and hope to see you this year
all the best, you s gean



. N v Eugv a_md W AW TIAVEL NI SLSVIDRSS Sth Oot 1982
My dear Adele and David, .

- I hope you don't mind slaring patt of a letter - ever
sinece I got back 6 weeks agd life has been hectic and any~
thing but normal., I'm not .complaining, but I only wish I
‘could have had one month quiet to pick myself up !

My Irish friend and her daughter were in the house when
I arrived, having taken .over from the Scottish family. Claire
is leaving Zambia if she san ewer get out, David will know
what $hat is like. She ig neurotic anyway, so you can imagine
what she's like now! She had booked to leave last Wed.,
but. etill had not completed forms ete. so flew.te Lusaka
Friday and is sitting it out until everything is finalised.
She is- only moving te Zimbabwe B0 flightséare'nt.afppeﬁﬁenm

" There is a big evaluation jam set up by the WCC 4d leook
into Mindole, and they arrived the week. after I -did, One of
the main people is theé: firs® director, Peter Mathews:from
C Australia. I am the enly staff member lgft'he-knows,’se I
" “have seen a lot of him, and his wife Rita. They hawe alse
involwed me in their enquiries, being one of the lengest
serving staff members, and going over ‘the accounts. They
have dug up a lot of dirt, and have extended their stay from
4 %o 6 weeks- leaving thig week. I hope their recommendations
‘ are “taken seriously at something serious needs te be done %o
put;it back where it belongs in leading discussions on ’
important eurrent issues. < TTn o '
I had been back: 3 weeks when Ruth(my sister) came to
‘Lusaka for & Red Oross cenference, Ske coild not come here
so I spent a weekend in Lusaka with her. It was very nice
‘and we had a government Mercedex Beny and driver to get
. ‘around,(Buth.did-of eourse; but I shared it). Two weeks .
~later I was back in Lusaka fer a'Y exeoutive, for which I
had had.to,prepere aecounts end help. out with the Y evaluation.
“of.%he acoounts with a leeal firm. ~ 7. . . .
" ' So yousee, life has net stepped still. At firs¥, I had. -
lovely plans 4o write a. long duplicated letter to.all my
Américan’ friends, but, thay will have “$o ‘wait wnitil I get down

that ‘swim,. that Igvely Ilunch
much pleasure — not te meéntic
brushed up my eivil war and southern history on a day's bus
4o wHich-included -the sublimé '~ Martin Luther Kings'
grave and eentre, to the ridiculous- Gone With the Wind
museun! . I visited a big bare reoky hill with Swise calbe
oar ride, and figures carved in the rock,:= giroular: -
moving .diarama or oyelprama ef the civil P My last -evening
we went up to the revolyving restaurant on: op-of the Peach
Tree Hotel and actually got roast lamb. I was happy!l =
My plane was delayed because of a hendling strike in
London and a big sterm all round Atlanta. But we caught up
with & following wind, and was only an hour late eventually .
I had lunch at Gatwick with Wilfrid GrenvilleGrey, who wag
flyine back %0 NY 3 .days later. And coming .into Lusaka we
were actually & hour early! RS ) o
. No ‘doubt you have read -ef Arth;shop“Milinge, my werd,
VIGANYZ-WAYSNT- ... Zambia haa hit the world news- BEC, Neowsweek, and
| 169208 09 - Observer, I wish I knew the faghs. I¥ 18 - -~ -
e e OVOU LMV ... _g_gonfusing . STOTY. e By o
FSNOH vMBENYNT . DA : ———23H HNOA -
B TLEYL INOHJINZL
SHATIAVHL SWYHDIIZL
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&P ododax 7R,

David- your lebter arrived lask week, and I felt mo guilty
that I had not gat any letters off I am glad you had g
good holiday. You dig nak Beatian. At g health, so I
hope that means she is better. I am sure the. break did
-her good..... What did you mean, you had registered for
full time work at Syraouse — is $his study? of real work?
(no oomment) It was 1ovely seeing you again, and I de
hope things work out QK for what you want. -
1 am readjng the book you gave me, Nadine Gepdon!' s “Berger 8
Dauvghter". I must confess I find it a bit oing at times,
and hardly a novel in places, but I can't put it down and
will finish it shortly. I cannot imagine anyone reading it
‘who ‘wasn't very 1nterested and. concerned w1th south’ Afrlcan
affairs, can you?
I have a lovely photo of us on the beach in our swimming
attira, looking thoroughly relaxed! Also’a very good one of
you and Adele., I bought a photo album inWoolworths near
“‘Adele and have stuck them all in - I have gquite a thick book
~of 100 pages plus some extra pages! »
Well David all the best, and thanks so mich for making my
- stay in NY so muoh fun. And oart;ng my -blasted. sultease oo

. ‘around} - Greet Zlndi,=5 e HJE;LQAﬁg@QJD el
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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

17" November 1982
Muriel to David
Addendum to form letter of 30" October 1982

It's not much over a month since I wrote, but I am in the mood for sending off these letters, and by
the time I get back from Jo'burg and Botswana, it will be late.

I'm lucky to be going. This week the Bk of Z. sent a circular round forbidding all foreign travel
until authorised by them. Unfortunately, they decided it so quickly there are no forms available. So,
after frantic online appeals, they gave one week's grace — so I go! But, with Christmas bookings,
always heavy, and no extra staff at the bank, there will be lots of disappointed people, and chaos
reigns. Even Z. Airways were not told--they're furious.

5 transistors blew up at Rokana on Saturday, owing to the "fail safe” device being stolen. So, K3
million damage, no mine working yet, no elec. and water in mine areas, but fortunately no deaths.

Cheerio and all the best for 1983 — to you and Cindy.
Love Muriel

At least you dented Reagan's majority!
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‘ e PQ Box 21607 KITHE
ﬁ (i ' - 30th October, 1902
My dear e _ _

Life in Zambia igs never dull, nor foutine, but looking beck, this year
has been unusual by any standards, . .

In March, I went on my fivet "Jolly". This is » brip orzenised by an
airline for travel szente, all erpenses psid, usually to sell their country
g8 well as the airline, Usurlly, one or tuc are selected from different
agencies, but KLM do it differently - they offer to one agenoy at ‘a tine.
The MD of my company erpected that 6 would be invited, as we have 6 brauches,
bub they invitbed 7. It is nabturally for staff who sctuslly soll and iseue
tickets, but thig time I was lucky. snd went with the 6 mansgers - 3 black
men, one white, and 2 white women - 0 cuite a mixture. Ae far as jollies
go, ik was disappointing, We never met any senior KM ateff, they ¢id not
even bobher bto meet ua in Hoirobi, where we had abkout 12 hours stopover,
the KLM woman leading us wes only e poart—btime employee who hed never done '
anything like it before, and was guite impossible at times, The moet misersble
agpect was their abeolute ineistence that we all trevel back togechher.
Usually you do your own thing ouce it's over., Sue's siater wos 21 bhat week-

.end we came back and had hoped V¢ go 0 Englend for the party. I uanted to

" vieit Bouk, my Dutch friend, in Holland. And Brent wanted bto vieit relatives
in. London. They would not evan sgree to leeting ue trawel beok in two groups,
So that wos disappointing. .

The Dutch promobiou people in Ielland were very friendly, when we
occamionally mebt them, but I foungd it sivenze that every night a nice dinner
wap prranged in diffevent restsursnte, but ue never meh pnyone -~ just our
oun little groun of 8, And they orrsnged it mo early - ueuallyzﬁpm, wvhen we
had already had had » huse lunch on our outinge., So I vas not impressed with
the arrangements. I found Ameterdem & fascinabing ¢ity, tut horribly demp!
I have no winter clothes at all, =o borrowed a fur coab end hat, and alsmo 27
my minister's huge chunky Scotbtish pullover, sud #ore 2 paivre of slacks, /}}
and umpteceu layers under my coat. The promblem of course wee the very hot
ventrel healbing inaide restzursnts ond hotels ond buses. We were lucky
with the weather, it wag around ond just sbove freering, but bright and
sunuy. We saw 21l the wsual tourist pleces, ond fleu to Masstricht for a day
and night, There we vere conducted vround by 2 charming woman who aleo had
meals with us, and nothing wos too much trovble. I ves most impressed witkh
. :the flower market near Amabterdam, and we watched the auctions from ovtride.
Tho carpet of colour wasm abolubely gorgeous, as we looked. doun from our
overhead walkwoy on to the trolleys massed oun bramlinee uaitiung to be
- purhed in to be. auctioned, or uwsiting to be sent auny from the uear@y air—~
port. I £lso found the canal trip most -interestbing.

I.sugreeted Fo Bovk that she come to Amsbeidem ond stay.in the hotel

with me for a day, which she did, dnd it v¥as good to lhove Eomebody local

who could - jain us one doy and explein eomething about bhe country. She and I

went to mee the ven Gozh Art Museum in free time, it iom not on the progrgmme.

I would hove loved bo =o to a concert, but. obikouély they were nob erpecting

anyone bto wounb any culbural exposurcd ’ ,
I iioa 20 znnoyed with KLM at not ledting me sbay that I decided once

I 2ot to Hairobi, where btheir flight ended, I would mpend the weekend bhere.

So I left the zroup, and vieited my friends there, Keith and Mavis Eowl§nds,

who ‘tock me raciug, and I had a day -and night brip to the “Ark"Y, uh?ch ig the

gecond Treetops. I b uas » lovely ride through the Aberdare Mouatains.

le sow very few animels, only one elephant,; = Treefope 17 years ogo I

Boy over a hundred, The s2aughter of wildlife in Kenye is horrific, There

is aluoys o very nired internetional group taking these trips, and it wos

fun meeting some of them. Aapert from the elephank, I saw civel and serval

cats for the first time, one apparently came nightly for food.



. 1P lotunda 122,

As gome of.you know, I had » good holidey in bthe USA this year, for
2 nouthe, It im getbting harder to find people bo wbay in my house. So when
I woe asked by the United Church Theological Colleze if I would consiler
letting a Scobtish fomily ctzy for 3 monthe, I sccepted. Andrew had rcome
over to teoch ther for fhat period, sfter winning a competition where he
hoped to get a mew cer bub instead won 2 free bickebs anyvheve in the world.,

Mle. anproached the Church of Scotland phout pnossibilities of goinz overmeas

' for' 3 monthes, sudhe ended up ot Hiundolo, where: the college ig mitueted,
Well, vs I said, Iiwak away- for 2 mounbhs,. bhey: vere herc for thred.:

.80 before I left, we overlopped for nearly & monbth. Andrew snd Irvene have
twin #onw ‘of '3, s0. that made life lively. They also brought Uncle Ian (73).
"All- the correspondence for some crofy reason wes with UCZ 8ynod office in

" Lukeka, note- with Kitwe, 8o when Andrew wrobe was it altight to bring Uncle
. Ipn fov. 3 weeks, bhe synod office urote beck — oh sure,M rs. Janderson has

“a big house.. Only they uover told snybody. The dsy bhey ‘all arvived, the
¢ollede staff met them and book them for eoffec, bringing -thew to-me around

“unchtime, Ae I walked in and seu this exbtra old boy, my mouth dropped.

Fortunotely I had decided bo vacate my lovrze bedroom and move: into .one of
the otherw, s0 the twins had to eleep in with their parente until I left-
snd Uncle Tan too, he ackually hed 3 doye ab the Victoria Falls, and we met

i at’ Luisake airvport to teke the same planc to London, : '

Well, it was fun. I enjoyed tho company, once I rot ugcd to having

a family around agein., Irene is & superb cook, gO I wae velicved of that
responsibility , which eluays pleeres me.Only one twin fell in the pool,
ang Irene jumped in fully clothed o fieh him .out. Dut:Andrev is allcrzic
tolcats, go T just hed o take the 4 bo the kennels. I derided to kecp two,
ond give the 2 younger onee away, of it secmod tough to keep khem incercersted
-for go lonz. The mother ot and my 12 year o}¢ Chorlie I figured would. not
mind 8 much. 2 doye before I -zot back, the L aclellons hoving gone o -
Livingstone and the Falle, my Irish friend who haé¢ moved in wilth her
“daughtor 4ot thomo two oub of the konnels, and brovght them home., The olé
. ginger ono did not like being cheeed by the doze and vas not scen again.
I uever found out if he died, or wee btaken in by somcoue else, -After 4
months, “one of the younger kittens given cwey turned up last weekend and
hes beer here over since. His ouners have not osked the keunnels . .afber him,
go they sai¢ I rhouldkeep hiim.

. Aund thet briags we bo my -Irish: friend, She wees staying uibh me ankil
ghe left her troeching post in Zembis to £o te Zimbabue. Cleirve is » widow
with an 11 year old doughter Cotriona, and their stay lasbed 6=7 wecks.
~ Calire is nevrokic ot tHe beet of times, and thie wae the woret of timee.

It {8 a groat hesele trying bo get out of Zawmbia, 2nd if you work for govh
it's even uorsc. 8o vrelotionehips were strained ab tiwes, but we atill
remained friends. She hae eun suful pettern of aleep, 5 hours uag £o0d,
gc she wenb to bed early snd I umed to hear her woundering around the house
‘at 2am, moking oups of coffee, packing, aud coughing from too . much smoking.
Hhéthﬁ{th‘migraiuesiand nervovs o-heustion, I dou't know how she.cevried om.

Durinz this time, as soon'as I gob back, there wes on evaluation team
orgenised by the WCC to look into Mindolo Eciumenicel Foyndakbions. Amoug the
members, wes Peter Mathews, who haa oviginally ntarted the place. He kneuw
nobody in Kibus, heving loft in 1963, eucept we, so I.gau 2 lot of him and
Rith who haé olso coma with him Ffrom Australias So they.-came. here cuite o
lot, bﬁaiI golb “involved i bh helping him on the accounte, uhioch wps very
ihtoresting indoéd. They steyod for 6 woeks, 2 longer :bhan planned, and
by the“timd‘bhey left, I rondered if life would ever be, normal;again.

. .'Jusﬁgto‘kcen.up,thd momentum, during this time my pister Buth come to

. Luseka for a Bed:dross moating. As she had o date ot State Novse she couldn't
come here for khe wockend om I hod hoped, =o I yent to Luseoke and stayoed

in the hotol wibth her. lic cought up with each other's ncws, and visited ald
mutual friends going back to Sevetseis days in London - Drain konde and

Safeli Chileshe. Ruth hed a Herccdos and choauffeur co thot mede it casy.
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bgﬁ&@ﬂgﬁ&ﬂ%&%ﬁ@%agbﬁwﬁvnry year we think things can't et worse, but bthey do.
One problem is, thot the govi never takep drasbic maessurces until too late.
Our -forcign exchenge shortage has been wibth us for 4-5 years, tutb they
don't implement the actions they sre suppored to have taken to stop the
drain of unneceseary lurbry zoods, S6 ue sbtill heve imported whisky, giun
jewelry, chocolate, etc., but few cssentizl spare parts for machinery.

Most ‘City Councils usbter supplies ave inadecuate bocpuse the. pumps need
new enziner ~ dut no foreign exchenge, Induabry  canuotl zet import liconces.
Sudénely tuo weeks szo, neu acaguTres veorve introduced, go nou there is no
holideay allowance vhotsoever for Zembians,; businces trips will be very
difficult oo the 4 pege form needed to ke filled in would ston  almoct any-
~ one gokbing an allowance, unless the usual corruption prevails. -People
- who have becn here since Independonce, not citi.ens, vho heve applied end
_raccived rerident sbatus, are now stopped from sanding ovt money '

. ‘ ; i o 2 4 got an IMP
. loan-bu AT EEE I ) &y =0 it har writh held.

The uhole Copperbelt depends on the copper industry, and for =omo mouths

the mines connok pey their bills on time, and lots of rompsnies hove gone
under, It is all very sad. Of course, therc avd couqfries;yqpsgwqffwﬁgﬁgrus,
’Dang-.l.a. and Ghone to zive tyg e p L O ff;\j;, ’%’Eﬁ"ﬁﬂngsl
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The YHCA ham 2lgo heen having sn eveluebion over the past 2 yeaTs.
This weekend I showld hove been at a confercnce to discuss the reports and
docide on metion. It has been mosb interestiag, and in ovur chaniung zituwation
we shovld probably do this every % years. But 2% wecke ezo I picked up o
virus vhich put me out for o few days, then 10 doyr later I #ob enothor one,
{mogt unmeual fov we fo pick up anthinz)} so mpent lest wveekend in bed,
and this week I hove been bobttling, the penicillin I om oun docen't help,
g0 reluctantly I steyed home and one good rosult is this letlter. As some
of you know, tomorrow I chall e {(vhiegper it, yer, gixty), and they were
organiring o lovely party tonight at the Lusaka conference. So I toldé them
to colcbrate it snyway! So I shall have & much ¢uicter day tomorrow than I
had visuslised. However life goes onn... our mianister at church ir having
higs ncu baby baptised so I am iuvited to the bea.

Tolking of church, if is am thriving o over, but gebtting more ond
more evengelical pnd fundamentol, ond I somebimes wonder hou lonz I shall
abick it. I om 2till the trecsurer, but hope nest yoar to find someone else.
I atbtend the pastorsl sossious vhich are torribly judmmental, pecple gob
sugpended sund interviowed and it's all wery Victorism. I yas 2o glad to
reod iu "Reform® reccubly the leading article by Dorman Hort, when he
erpreagéd hie pleoruro aththe uniting church still hevinz an open communion.
I book bhe article along ond vead it out, tut I don't think I converted
anyone! I take alonz "One Horld", the WCC publicatioun, #nd suggest some
articles for people to read, Tut I don't think they do.

' hoss and I ave due to go to Johanunesbure next mouth bo look 2t

. It ig mostly ecducatioumel, I con't gee we'll be gelbbineg any here
veC thile,; there uom o ssles dos lpy vocontly here by ICL but they

hoaven't ok permigpion ko gob foreign exchange to bring any in! Hoving

gpent two houre thore, I fecl I shall have to be drogged merceaming inbo

the computor age. In Fheory it'a greant, in proctice I dread tho thought

with the lock of many competent poople here to get if off the zround.

Phe minos of coursc have o computer dopt. I just read today of the compu berse
failure on the ships of the Hritish Havy in the Falklands wer, ané wonder
what hopo for us here, IF ve oot to Jo'burg, I shall return vie Dobauvena.
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For some reason I feel like ram'bling on forever, but mua‘t bring this to a
close otherwise I shall never get my 120 letters off. In actual fact I have -

. taken 3 evenings to do this, and that is longer than I'd planmed, Yet I ha.VB

.8t111 has his odd times when he decides to send the gardener next door out for R

enjoyed it.

I told you last yedr about my guard Momes, well he is still with me, : -
which is unusual as the companies usually switch them around quite a lot. I
suspect nobody else would have him, Francis is still my house sgervant, and .

_,chi'buku 80 I get home at lunchtime to find himm dlstlnctly under the weather.

~ redundant and ave going to Australin for 2 montlis before Christmas to be with (\,

é/ e ‘b e PN V' Lo {‘:1 l_)""“’ “L"T - g, (

.to sack him, but of course I don't, and he krows I won't. My gardner, who is

He adlways giggles and sways around, the sign are wnmistakeabls. I always threaten

i

really & weekend gumard for the day‘tlme, is the steadieat of the lo.t, but they
come and go rather so I hope this one will stay. The sad thing is, he was a
house servant and could not find another job, and of course this one doesn't
pay ds well. I find I pay for His kide to go -back to school, and for him to bw
clothes, end other small things, which he has no hope of pa;ymg back

- I hope you a.].l have a very ha.pp:u Chriptmas, and ell: the best for 1983
I shall be ‘at home as ugual, it's my busy time as it's the end.of the fifnaneial
year so I never go awsy. I uacally have a happy balance of entertaining and being
invited out. My friends are etill going down, one very close family, Slorachs,
are leaving for good just befors Chrisimms, end other, Folbiggs, have been made

VA o

L

y

*L:ﬁ,ri A
I

their daughter and family. I shall miss them all very much, Think of me enjoying ity
my pool and garden , I cen't thirk of a cold Christmas any more. God bless,.
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