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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

22nd March 1985
Kitwe, Zambia
My dear David,

Many thanks for yours of December. I hope you had a good Christmas — New Year. I'm writing
fairly soon (for me) to say how delighted I am you are planning to visit Zambia this year. I assume
you will not be coming in April — May now, so I look forward to seeing you in September. I am
planning to visit the U.K. mid July — mid August, after 4 years, so I'll be here in September. Of
course you're welcome to stay here, plenty of room. But, transport? Wow! We've had no new tyres
for nearly a year. There are no windscreens in Zambia and one of our company cars got it's
windscreen shattered this week. The only hope was to buy one that didn't fit from a wreck, and
have the glass supplies do their worst — you should see it! There's been no perspex [?] for 3
months. All spares a very short. I wonder how much longer we can keep cars on the road. This
week we read that 1/4 of the UBZ buses are on the road.

I'm glad Zindi is holding her own, and hope the winter hasn't been too bad. I know Britain has had
some very cold spells, but I haven't read about yours. I was planning to spend Easter in Chobi
Game Park with Ruth and her sons and grandsons, but the booking got messed up, so that's off. [
was given a free ticket to Bombay (ugh!) and I thought I might go to Goa, but decided to postpone
that until the end of the year. So T may just go to Musongwa for a week, and finish reading "The
Raj Quartet" — have you see(n) the series "Jewel in the Crown" by Paul Scott — fantastic!

I hope your business goes well. Cheerio and all the best. — oh, yes, we've masses of rain.

Love Muriel
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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

23 May 1985
Montego Bay, Jamaica
Dear Munel,

It is almost tea time and I'm sitting by a large pool by a large hotel in Mo' Bay. It reminds me of E.
Af. — Mombasa or Dar — the climate, the people, the money (I keep calling Jamaica dollars,
"shillings"), and especially the beaches. Tonight I hope to go out to a restaurant overlooking the
bay and then tomorrow, zoom back to NYC’s hustle. Seven days can go by fast!

Anyway, it is a good time to get a much overdue reply off to you. Yesterday I finished book I, The
Jewel in the Crown, of the Raj Quartet. So we share his (Scott's) excellent descriptions. I don't like
or esp. enjoy, his style, but it is indeed vivid. Remembering your comments on him in your last
letter especially made me think of you — as if [ needed a special reminder! (smile)

Last night they held a big (and expensive)beach party for the tourists. The Jamaicans put on quite a
show, but T thought of my reaction to the PC's big party in Solwezi in 1963 and how Daphne
Manners felt the same way — from 20 to 40 years ago. How stupid everyone acted while the
Jamaicans watched and served as the tourists had the money and money is power these days (as
before!). Anyway, enough of this.

I've not gone beyond the town as I resolved not to do in NYC. I arrived exhausted and needed —
and gotten — rest. Zindi needed the fresh, warm air (Her health remains precarious, if not bad, on
the best days, so what more can I say. She still "works" and resolves to not stop until they force her
as she loves it, but I find it painful to see her struggle. But, I don't have an answer — as there 1sn't
one). But, I've looked around the town and really enjoyed myself. Have you been here? I've
forgotten.

My work in NYC is going okay. | may spend the next few weeks(or several weeks in June/July) in
Orlando, Florida. My main client wants me to help his department move there. By August I'll have
to have new clients altogether. But this may be good as I expect I may get much better money. Will
sece!

I've getting deeply involved with training people to use IBM PC's — both hardware and software. I
really enjoy helping others expand themselves (note I don't say "teach") and their capacity to use
the new generation of computers. A long way, I fear, from Dev. Seminars in the NWP. But, still
similarities: helping adults keep pace with a rapidly changing world.

Hope you got to the UK. and have had a good 1985. I still hope to get to Zambia, but things do
sound gloomy; also I'll only have a week and am tempted to spend it strictly in the U.K. or Kenya.
(The second week will now be spent at a big professional conference here in the USA for
industrial/business trainers.) Anyway, more on this later — esp. if I come.

Must close. Will mail this tomorrow in NYC.

Love, David
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Muriet and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

31st July 1985
Dear David,

Many thanks for your letter and card from Jamaica. I've never visited the West Indies, one day I'll
go. I was amused at your comments on the beach party and comparing it to "Jewel in the Crown".
Your comments on Scott's style struck a chord. I think the 4th book he gets much worse — it
irritated me. But I had to read on. I’ve now seen it all on video, and I think the BBC TV serial is
almost perfect — the best I've ever seen.

You would be mad to come here for only a week! All this way. And we have now no petrol! I
didn't get away on 15th July as we had a crisis! From tomorrow all our air fares will be quoted in
US$ — an immediate increase of 40%. Z. Air allowed _____to have a month's grace at the old rate,
so we've done nearly 2 month's work (in July). That means a cash flow problem, so I've been
arranging extra loans, and chasing after managers to get as much cash a s pos.

I've re-booked for 18th August, and hope I can get away then. So I'll be in the UK in September, if
you're still planning to go there. If you want to contact me there, why not write to the friends I hope
make my base — c/o Mead, 61, GATES GREEN Road, West Wickham, Kent, BR4-9DE. So far
I've hopefully arranged to go to Cambridge on Sept 10th, and to the West Country around 15th-
20th. Otherwise, I'm fixing everything after I arrive — except the beginning, when I hope to go to
Scotland soon after arrival. I return here on Sept. 28th.

I was s0 sorry to hear of Zindi's bad health. Did Jamaica do some good? Not long enough, 1
suppose.

I read recently in a WCC publication that your church is of those defying the Govt and giving
shelter to refugees from Central and S. Africa. Well done!

Hope your work goes well. Cheers — perhaps we'll meet.

Love Muriel
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Muriel and David’s manuscript letters retyped: 1979 — 2008

Kitwe, 23" October 1985
Muriel to David, addendum to form letter of 23™ October 1985

T had a day with the Grenville-Greys. The twins were 21 this year. I hadn't seen Edith for 15 years
but she's mellowed and decided to let things to return to normal.

3

Many thanks for yours received in the UK., Imagine commuting from NYC to Florida! I wonder
what you've found now in the work scene.

One sentence in your letter is sad — "Maybe next year (in Zambia) will be better". Almost a sick
Jjoke!

Sorry about Zindi's health. What hobbies does she have? And is there good treatment?
Cheerio and all the best.
Muriel
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. PO BOX 21607
Tel: Kitwe (02) 211439 KITWE N

: ‘23rd October, 198
My dear fl\“éf 773 Qotober, 1305

Tomorrow ie our 21st anniversary of independence, but nobody feels at all
likc celebrating. You will see why if you menege to wade. through the attached
reports I have included, I have just popped out to buy baby oil for my skin, as
the hst eun {never in short supply!) and the chlorine in my swimming pool dry
ny skin very badly. I.went to 3 chemists -~ ‘no luck - and I could not believe how
empty were all the shelves. 3 months ago they weré miich more replete. As a redult
of our 300% ~ almost « devaluation, nobody can afford gq'jbuy anything now anyway.
At last thess greedy shopkeepeéra will feil the pinch'-;-'--‘ﬁ_]:le shoes alone are K180
which is the average monthl ° wagé for a cleaner or mespénger. I am afraid this is
a rather gloomy letier, but here we can talk about nothing slse. Most people who
donit understand cconomics are kidding themselves that' in a few. months time every-
thing will vevert to whers it was, biut they are in’for a big shock.

4B for the travel bueiness, who knows, I may be laocking for a Jjob next year!

Tast December wien I flew to Botswana, the -full economy. fare was K880, Today's

fare im E%,400f The fare to London is equivalent to the annual sglary of a

very well paid mznager. So people are ¢ancelling their bookings, and obviously

many companies employing expatriates on contract .will ‘not .renew them as they would
go out »f biuiness paying a couple with'z'lqi&s, rlus the children's air fares 3 time
& youwr for achooling oversess, .and of oourse the school fees, Well, one good thing

ip that the Zambianisation committed will no longer have a job to do - companies
wil) bé forced o localime! It was suggested in our bodrd meeting last week that
we should lock sround to start another kird of btusiness io diversify. But the
thought of running abusiness here is grim, and to thipk of starting one fis just
horverdous. At “the moment our 6 brenchee employ 50 staff, and I know of 2 who

aro probably leaving early next year who won't be replaced, but I only hope I

dontt bave tosack anyone due to massive lces of business, because there are no other
;obu going. T shall heve to trensfer some from slack brarnich to Lusaka,.who now
nave 50% of the fotal company business. We had a discussion in the board room that
munt bave been arguel over 41l round the world - whether to pay mich smaller
Mcreases hoping %o keep all staff on the payroll, or whether to give big increases
to tne ones we went to keep and blew the others ( put rather crudely). We have
no sccial security whatscever,:of couxse, so the only solution to unemployment is
crime « I can see the incidence of robbery will escalate alarmingly.

Chaging the subject, I had a very nice visit with Ruth last December, and
at Paster time she finally moved into her new house. I saw ‘it almost completed,
and i% is very lovely, I haven't seen her since then, but I hope to go at Christmas.
I haven't been theze for that period sinceé I left Mindoio 10 years ago, but when I
looked around at the few friende left here to spend Christmas with, Tk decided to go
there. Once again our crisie could interfewe. I am booked to go on a weekly flight
that goes Lusaka, Gaborone, and Manzini ( ewaziland) but if it is rurning empty
Zambia Aivways is likely to cancel the agreement, and then I shall have to go via
Johannasburg, which-1s & messy journey. I see from today's paper that the Common-
wealtlh Conforence discussed outting air linics with the racist south, if so, then I
just may not be able to get to Potswama at all,: : :

1 had a nice visis to Luangwa Game Park-again this year, with my friends the
Salea, who have now left. We saw leopard, lion and cheetah all in one day, which by
any atandards ir remarkeble. Cheetah had not been .seen in Lusnagwa for years, and I
haven!t seen leopards so much before. Then aarlier I went with friends to Musungwa
Ledge, on Itezhi-Iteshi dam, a “eautiful spot, and thc animals are w~ch rarer in
¥afue Park, for those who like “aem, there are plenty of birds. However, I preferred
ry beauty sieep in the mornings and a swim in the pool., Next month all the IG
managers and I are going back tisre for a weekend t¢ have a manasgement meeting -
we have telked about it for year:, and thought it too expensive, but as we sekl the
iodge ar their only agents, thej have offered us free accommodation. The only
pioblem - it%s ‘a hell of a long drive ~from Kitwe 7-8 hours, and for a weekend
that s toc much. I ahall fly back from Lusaka.

YWCA in Kitwe is much more interesting this year as we have 3 volunteers from
overseas, 3o are taking off wits more programmes to help uneducated, unemplc_’yeqt
womel, o e able to make things sc they can buy food. The church is disappointing
ag they oo 2~ meod whatrmoever ;o help the 90% underprivileged to which theybggoggy




D Aed o dory w%% Q“Mﬂ 7?
o L. B L ~
/}?’\/j V;f":;“n}‘/’ /éﬁ«_‘) ‘y&w \/\-NQ_M‘\N“‘QK i lﬂot‘-&M
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Now for my hollday T spent 6 weeka in Scotland and England, trying to keep ﬁﬂdu’t@&
warm, 'enjoying visiting friends, but as usual the time ran out and I missed seeing
*‘v"rjl agzin. I flew stright to Scotland, wheme I really did suffer from the weather.
I had R days in Edinburgh, visiting old friends from here (Morris' and Wright)
and then, driving with the McKenzies to Dumfries for a week. I really was exhausted
and meTe -0r less flaked out, taking life very easily. From there we visited other
ax Zambiansz - Slorachs a.nd.Boan, and thoroughly enjoyed fhe reminiscencing that goes
on J.ur.mg these occagions., We all went to a good film "The Witness", wheih had . .
benr-on my list to sce. I was algo introduced to a new- game whose name refuses to
stick , but which passes a few happy hours, improving one's education .~ if only one
"omd remember the onswers! Wien it cameé to pop groups, ‘I was utterly lost.

. j Fyom hers T flew to Birmin’ gham, and ®tayed with Codtes for 6 days, of which
one was nice. We visited Coventry Cathedral, where I had never been, and re visited /
Strniforn on Avon, m both of which gave me much pleasure. Sitting in the car bavijng .
our tunck in the pouring rain was a n sdded bonus. The Boxes came over to luncn,
out it wvae a bad time to see Gwen Thomas, Jjust off to Yugeslavia.

When I arrived at West Wickhan in Kent, I realised I 4id the journey the wrong
. way round; as 1% Was warmer and evern sunny at times. At this point L added up the ~
| friends .T. vanted to see , then the days I had left, and it just didn't go. So come l ‘
 wart mey next time { I shsll probebly have to Zamfoot it from herei) I shall rent

& nouse somehwere in the country and Iet everyone come to me. For those ex Zambians,

% vicistad Dennisona in Cambridge, — where I got them to borrow a TV so I could have

che plzasuze of geeing MacEnrce being beaten; Dawsons in Salisbury, where we had a

lovely day out on Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour; a gquick visit to Bath to see

%he Clokea- whers it bhppened to be Fredts birthday; from there to Exeter %o see

Haigs, whe some of you met out here on a long viseit, and we had a trip $c the sea- 2/
garkizes were just near where I was based, so. I spent half a day with them; e
by the end, T .could not remember what I had said to who, and who had said what to mel

7 was fortunate in my safari to the southeast dbé‘ét, as the weather was really
beautifui, and 4t wap a good visit, to the Adams and Perkins, and I appreciated=
welng ferried 2rodnd frod one to the other by cax.

The Last wesk I was taken by my friend Phil Sawbridge to see “The Seagull™
#itb o fabvlows cast, extromeky well done, and to & corcert on the South bank by
rkilip Long also a Russian programme, so it was Russian culture with a vengeance!
I uwanagad to- g8t In lots of lovely wulks everywhere, and I alwaya am amazed at the
uneauty ot the British countryside. My. main hosts, the Meads, took me out for a
last day in 4shdown Forest, and we walked their dogs; I an recommend Dick as a
rrhauffeur any time, he Hook me to the station every time I set off - and that was a
aood many. Ch I forgot, I saw the Caves, now in a smaller house, futhher out in
the country, happily settled. The reason I have mentioped so meny names is for the
beneiit of those who came to visit me in Cornwwall in 1671, }.where so many of you
ged, and kep © up friendships.

e g

I want tu leave rocm for a personal note, but just finally to say that the
long Droak away rea.lly helped me to see much inperspective, and I don't think I
could have coped with all the crises since my return without all your friendship
and’ nospltallty, Por those I haven't mentioned, I include as well.

£ Neeecpad vl e UK,
| e U Gt ZQZAM NNC Ho Desride /
9*’*’*"3"‘ : - T . G | W
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. 20th July 1986 0}'\ »\q
My Aear David, N‘-}.

I received your note yesterday, and hasten to answer. I was 5o sorry
to hear the news of Zindi, I had not realfised she was so tad. The ereri;nce
you are living through is so hard for anyone else to appreciate. I was in
Priawana for 2 weeks when Seretse was dying rather rapidly , and that was
encngh to make me sympathise with people who are not jucky enoughio only‘ﬁﬁ
have 2 weeks of it. What made thal horritle was the putlicityand curissity,
with all the S African newspapars specuisting and »penly writing atout it,
winl thelr radio Blaring ot the daily tulletins with comments. I was very 7ond
indeed of Seretse, and I agonised for Ruth and the family, Ttut your experience
right wow is far worse for you, and I a2ssume you have been going through
it for a long time.

We are living through the longest and coldest "winter" I can rememter. .
It is getting warmer at midday, tut that makes the eortrast tetween night “
morning and midday all the more Gifficult to tolerate' T peel off layers
and then pile them on again. When our rains lasted so long into May, a cold
winter was predicted, and they were right. Anyway, in spite of my dislike
of the cold I stay as healthy as ever, surviving all the e¢2lds and fiu.

On Sunday I am flying to Zimbabwe for a week, suposedly to look at
tourism. As the group my company telongs to is keen for this, then I am
going. Way not, at their expense? But I only have to tell you that ? weeks
ago B CGerman tourisis were arrested in Kasama for 3 days - no reasonsj
that 2 Americans were srrested in Lusaka for photographing some tuildingss
wnen friends of mine touring in Kafue Park were held up Lty army for hours
toth sides of the tridge, with guns pointed at them,: when tour operators
have to grade roads in the park tecause government cannot afford tej
and all the time govt is urging us to enconrage tourism —— you can see

that I eannot see much future for toursim here. We are of course ultra security
conscinus after the S. African raids. as we expect more. So why not cancel
tourism until we can welcome people again. and not te permanently suspicious

of everyone?

In gpite of the fact that.our economy is hopeless — the kwacha this
week is 8.40 to one dollar (this time last year K2.40 = 31 ) our sales
continue to toom tecause the tickets are 3 times higher than last year
- tut we are only selling half the tickets. So far salaries — half our exp -
have not tripled, of course, and most other things have only doutled, so
T hed to revise By pessimistic tudget because we are doing so well.

But more and more companies close, and others cut tack, and the mines are
making 3,000 redundant in 4 years, or lass, so there is not much hope.
But of course other countries are even worse. Most African countfries,

in fact.

At the moment the main talking point is S. Africa, sanctions, the
Commonwealth, and what to do next. I have a sneaking feeling some of the
countries who have pulled out of the games have done so more for financial
reasons than political - CGhana, Tanzania, Sierra Leone,Papua ané Malaysia
must have teen bard pushed to send teams. Papua is almost a joke's I feel
sorry for the athlets who have practised for so long - tut then I feel
even more sorry for the S. African tlacks. A no-win situation.

I visited Botswana at Christmas, and then again at Boater . This
gecond time I met the family at Chote, I flew to Livingstone, got a taxi
to Kazungula, then hitched to the lodge, only 5 kms from the river. We were
9 — Ruth with her 3 sons, 2 girlfriends, and 2 grandsons. They had trought
a toat, and we had lots of fun..I had an easier journey tack, meeting an
acquaintance from Kitwe down there in his Mercedes Benz; glad to have
company driving tack. It was quicker then flying as the connections were tad.
Wa looked .for Haley's comet, tourists were arriving from Europe to mee it
in the clear Botswana skies, only evceptionslly it was raining and cloudy
and the comet was difficult to see! And it never rains in Botswana in late
March.- not for a week and more.



' . \ LN 9
. Aoey el R0
Ruth and T will te going to Australia fo

T a month in Cotoker. We have cousins
there, and Ruth has never teen, she waa going with Seretse to the C'Wealth
Conf the year he died. So we will See our cousins, then Ruth has got an
invitation for toth of us to stay on Maleoml Frager's farm - so I look
forward to hearing atout the Eminent Persmons Group. Thenfty former toss. at
MEF, ® Jason Mfula, is "our man" in Australia, so we ghall stay a couple of
day= in Canterra tat the Righ- Com palace. Sounds interesting.. If- I was not
able ta pay. only. oue quarter of the fare I doutt if I could afford to go.

Do you stil) attend Riverside Church? I hope. if so, that you get some
comfort there ani that there atre g64d fTriends. who can'help you at this time.
I shall remember you in my prayers, in fact I couldn'i forget your letter
at all today and T want to let you %now how much I think of you. :

Cheerin for now, David; and all the best, God tless,
L \
fr“fu&d
________________________ TOOPF:NSLITHI* e
Sender’s naise and address  Muriel Sanderson
PO Box 21607
KITWE Zambtia :
_____ : -~
---------------------------------------------------- ‘r o “
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30™ August 1986

Kitwe, Zambia

Addendum to form letter

Many thanks for your lovely postcard with that cute cat!

Some of this letter you already know — so skip those paragraphs!

I keep thinking all hell will break loose down south, but it keeps simmering down again. The non-
aligned movement meetings this coming week in Harare should stir things up move. I think
sanctions are much better than a prolonged guerilla war, when everything will be destroyed. It's a
question of the lesser of 2 evils. So many reasonable people think sanctions will hurt Africans
more. They don't realize the Africans can't win in any situation until the very end of this Govt.

Jessie Jackson was here last week — both he and KK broke down in tears at each other’s speeches!
Cheerio, keep your spirit up.
Greet Cindy.

Love Munel
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P.0. Box 21607, KITWE, Zambis

My qear _\D&w{;{‘ 0™ mugust 1986

I am writing thas lette» m.chk sariier than usual
Austiralia in Octcher, when I usually get down io i:%aI E;fiusz gai? gziSEQtEL
middle of Novembes, and I Just can't see me geiting down to writing letters .
straightaway. I am going with my sister Hteth, which is rather unusual, and we
shall visit our cousins in Melbourne, friends in Sydney, Jason Mfula, my previous
boss at Mindole whe is now "our man" in Canberra, my friends the Polbiggs in
the Bristane area,; and Malcolm Fraser, who invited Ruth whe:u he was in Botswana
recently travelling round southern Africa as co-chairman of “he Emninent Peraons
Group, and he included me in the visit; so I bope to hear of his ectremely
interesting but frustrating efforts to make Botha sece “he light. &Iuth will not
stay as long as me, as she has to goto Geneva for g hed cross meeting, 3¢ apard
from the cousins, Sydney and the Fraser farm, I shall probatly visit the read
on my owns But until we meet on 2nd October at Harare to-get on the direc’
. Qentaw flight to Perth and Sydney, I shall not be sure of her Plans.

This year has seen me enjoying gseveral mini breasks and I am at the age where
I need them! TI% is impossible 4o descrite just how frugtrating work can be .
and these treaks keep me going. I got to Botswana with no problem at Christmas,
apd had a few days in Gaborone, then all the family at different times, except
kackie drove to Serowe for Christmas itself, Luth and I spent 6 days there. We
found Ian already there, conducting his tribal affalrs, on a well earned holiday
from the army where he is around dnspecting terder patrols moat of the time.
Serowe has grown a lot since ¥ last visited gomewhere between 10 and 15 years ago.
Becale Head, a refugee S, African writer lixed there many years until her death
early this year, and she has written a bogk on Serowe tased on Ronald Slyth's
"Akenfield" which I found steolutely fascinating, We visited the Kuama grave,
on top of a kill commanding a good view of the village ~ altho its population
is about the third tiggest in Botawana it 1s still mostly a mud hut village.
We returned tc Gabs in convoy and spent the last few days theré, visiting friends
and the usual diplomatic round. Kutk‘s new house i really teautiful, and
beautfZully decorated, btut the 5 years drought has reduced her cattle population
from 500 to 10Q; and keeping the farm going is a struzgle. She has solar heating
and lighting and in 1985 only needsd the booster on 3 dayezs She still keeps active
in the Zed X, and is starfing a children's village which must be opened by nows

While there we arranged that I should meet the family in the north at Chobe
.on their usual Easter break, this time at a new lodge that Ian had discovered
during his patrol visits to the aTea. This spot is aimost exactly half way
between Gaborone and Kitwe. They were driving up towing their boat on Maundy
Thursday, and I was planning to fly to Livingstone, spend the night on Wednesday
(no planes on a thursday) then hire a taxl the 40 miles to the Zambezi river btorder
at Kazungula, then hitch from the ferry 2klms %o the border pnst, and then another
3 klms on to the lodge. It all worked fine. The booked taxi did not turn up bub
I found another with the help of my host, Rev. Dermis Whitehead, tie local vicar.
I got on a huge lorry from %$he river to the immigration, then a private car from
there to this new lodge, and arvived at 1pm, whereas ihe family bowled in arcund
$-30, very tickled at my means of transport. We had a lovely 3 days there, and T
was going to stsy another day due to the planes again, bui we had lunch on Easter
Sunday at the Cacbte Game Lodge in the pari, a rather ritzy joint, and there I met
an'MT I know from Kitwe, who was driving tack alone in hig Mercedes Bentz ( air cond
of course) on the Monday, o he picked me up at 6.30am and the family left Tight
after, and we were tack in Kitwe by about 5pm. I don't enjoy long distance driving
because I get so stiff, we didn't stop except for petrol, but it was alot tetter
than all the poor comnections flying up the next day. The toat was a great asset
as our lodge was right on the Cobe River, and of course Jackie's boys loved it,
and even had a go at running it. The one flasco was to do with Halley's comet.
It never rains in March anywhere in Botswana, tut we had late rains everywhere this
year. and our week was very cloudy. Meanwhile droves of fourists were arriving
by air from Europe to come and watch the zomst ir Afries'. and particularly
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Botgwana's clear blue skies. Ruth got up each morning with Dale (11 years old)
and never saw it at all. Marcus and I decided to.stay in bed, fortunately, he
is 7%. So I missed it completely, tut I gather I did not miss much. We even
~had a special Wild Life meeting in Kitwe in April, with a knowledgatle speaker,
with a drive out planned later to see this marvel, but it was very cloudy so
we only had the speech.

My next break wazs not called a holiday, tut it was. I took a group of 11
up to Lake Tanganyika in the north for 4 days to visit a lodge which has teen
mightily upgraded. There were 7 staff, frum each office, 2 hustands who wanted to
join us, and 2 from Zambia Alrways, enatling us toc get cheaper tickets ! We
gpent 2 nights at Kasata Bay, and 2 at Ndola tay, the lodge we are the agents for.
The owners had spent a fortune on the first lodge, some of it quite ridiculoursg.
The furhiture wazs too ornate for the bush, there were too many drawers and
cuptoards -~ the average stay is only 3 or 4 nights, and having spent all that,
there was not a proper chef, =0 everyone complained of the food, and the manager
had teen in computers and knew nothing atout menaging a lodge, he just liked the
tush. They have built a lovely swimming pool, and there is a lot of good fishing
in the area, and now the poaching has been cut down, we saw elephants, llons,
buck, hippos and crocs everywhere. But since the S. African riads which happened
the week we were there, they have got very security conscious everywhere, so now
we are arresting tourists on the suspicion they mighi be 5. Afridqnn spiesjy and
this is akout 1,000 miles from the S. African border! "OQur lodge" , the second one,
is much gimpler tut the personal service was mich better and it was more relaxed.
It is possitle to swim in the lake thkere, one has to keep an eye out for crocs,
tut the localk usually know if any are around. However we could not persuade any of
the Zambians to telieve this,. In fact, we went to this lodge by boat and I was
surprised to discover that none of the Zamtians (half the group) had eTer teen on
%he water before. It was a rough passage, so they dreaded the retnrn, but il was
net go tad. I thevoughly enjoyed thig trip, it was a good group, and we had lots
of fun, as well as noting %he points necessary vo gell the lodges “o the putlic.

cZimbsbwe was the most recent cuiing, from July 20-27; also called work. The
idea was to look ai touriam, and sce if there were any possitbilities of combingng
with them for joint ventures. It was the holding company whc was keen on my doing
this, because we shall need to diversify, tul even tefore I went, given the tense
situation and our hatit of leocking up our tourists, I went with a defeatist attitude.
After one week there, I knew it was hopeless. They are s¢ efficient, clued up,
and active in promoting thema:lves, whereas this side it iz exactly the opposits.
My irip was arranged by a marketing manager of a hotel group, who had visited Zambha
in March, and she got me free hotel accommcdation for the 7 nights I was away.
That would never happen here. I was lucky and wag taken to the Eastern Highlands
on the border with Mozambtique for one dayyhight, and it is as beautif=:l ag I had
heard and visualised. It reminded me very much of Kenya, where tourism is also
mogt efficient, and where the scenery is similar in the mountain areas. I would have
loved to stay there much longer. The shops in Harare are full of everything, the
prices are low, in other words, thelr economy is good, and improving. Iuring UDI
they started many new industries, and they are of & very high standard. A yeaT ago
their dollar was equal to one kwacha, when I went theve were 5 kwacha to one dollar,
That really says it all, when one rememters thai their salaries are atout the same.
All the Harare hotels have marketing managers, ssles personasl, and they all had
endless activities, such as fashion shows, competitions of "Trivial Pursuit® (1),
special. international nights, tennis matches, swimming galas, it was go-go-g0.
The second weekend I went to Karita, where a goup of 1% travel agents from the
Coppertelt were coming for the weekend, as guests of the tourist toard. Although it
wgs not my job, I had done most of the preparation for the Board, as they lmew how
inefficient ocur tourist toard is. So Y rang all the agonts, got the names, sent them
their invitations, told them all I could, then handed over the our Board 10 arrange
the transport. Eusy you might say. That little job wes just too much. When the
agents arrived in Lusaka, to change tuses, noiody met them, and it tock 2 hours to
f£ind the driver and the tusg. They were supphsed to arrive at 2.30 for a full after—
noon, but they enly left Lusaka at 2pm, and although e veryore knew the road was
full of pot-h-lec arnd the top surface diegsnnearel year. ago, somehicw they forgot.
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So they arrlved at 5.30, utterly disgruntled and frustrated. I had flown thers
from Harare that morning with my friend Noreena, whose hotel we atayed in -

the Cutty Sark telieve it or not - and we were ringing the Ttorder post every
balf hour. I last visisted Karita in 1953, and in those days the Journey took
under 2 hours from Tusaka. It is g teautiful spot, and our hotel was right on
the lake. We Lad a days outing on a toat to visit an island with a game lodge
on the Saturday, and this was delightful. There wers 3 from my company in the
group, two of whom had not teen outside Zambia tefore. Tt was most relaxing
and delightful there, only spcilt ty the knowledge that we had ¢ return on the
tus to Luseka, and the driver had told us he had mo instructicons to take us on
to the Coppertel”. Noreena spent mosi of gsaturday merning trying to telephone
the Board in lusaka, and she was tcld that the driver should te availatle. to
take us on, tut notody works on a vertal ingtruction, and the Transport Officer
had nc powers of decision, I had decided %o come bask on the tus ingtead of
returning via Harare as it was mich nearer, only 130 miles away tuom Lusaka,
and 1t's just as well I did. as we got to Lusaka and notody new zhtout us !

We eventually got here, taking 12 hours from Karita to Kitwe, with the inevitatles
delays at the torders, (2 hours) and another 2 hours in Lusaka. The first letter
I wrote on my Teturn scorched the paper so I had to write another, tut T most
protably won't get any peply at all, that is the usual procedure for a compaint.
The tus we had was otviously intended for short runs on Furopean autotahng,

ag we lurched and swayed and jolted the whole way, and the seats were so amall
we were tumped off them every now and again. So there is no way I am going %o

opt for tourism. :

_3._.

Intetween these jaunts I have done some work. The travel industry here is
like something out of "Alice in Wonderlandv. Sinee our auction in Cetoker last,
the kwacha has dropped from K2.40 « § , tu K*€2). The government then desoided |
this was too much. The IMF had offered us the choice — devalue by 1004 o auction
and let it Tloat. So we opted for the latter. So new Tules were introduced %Yo
make 1t harder to auction, and that week when I was in Zimtetwe, 28 Tew companies
could get all the documentation ready in time, it went tack to $.20. Well, the
price of an air ticket changes every week with the weekly auction rate, tut a
ticket onoe tought iz valid for one month. So that wesk every passenger who had
not yet used their ticket rushed in to change it and te reissued at the new rate,
and we weore run off our feet and losing money in the process. That was quite a drop,
from B8 to 5, and we were issuing credlt notes to such an extent T wondered if we
would end up with minus sales! The next week it went to €, and then the government
decided to make it a2 real dutch avction and make people pay what they had actnally tid,
and not what the rate ended up for the week, so this week its tack to 5¢ 80
we shall te once more reissuing tickets. Uafortunately I tought tusiness travellers
checques at &, the worst rate so far, so anything I tought on my trip cost a bomk.
The tanks ran out of travellers cheques that week and refused t¢ issue more.
The only way to look at is fo call it hilariocus.

I shall te retiiing from TG Travel next year, at the end of June. I shall
te not far from €5, and I don®t particularly want to stop, tut the young man who
is teing groomed to take over will tecome most impalient if he doesn't ge t the
Jjot soon, and cther companies will undouttedly te trying tc peach him. I still
can't telieve it, and I shall hope tc ge% another job, in the accounts§ field,
there are always plenty going here, tut I shall take & good long leave firat,
and have decided %o sell my house and find a smaller one. The copper mines have
only around 15 more years then they will run out, and already there are plans to
lay off many workers during the following years,; this will mean many other
compariles will fold up. Mining accounts for 90 % of our expcris, and on the
Coppertelt most companies rely entirely or mostly on the mines, . It is going %o
te very sad, tecause probatly nothing will £ill the gap, except a little farming.
I want to stay here as long as I can, but the future is most uncertain. I can't
say it tothers me too much.
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My friend Margaret Millar has had a ted year. She heard in Jamuary that
her mother had cancer of the lungs, and then that she was golng to have
radium treatwent. She was due for leave this year, and had applied a year
agoe to go for 2 terms to a church college in Toronto to do some studies
starting in Septenter. Turing Msrch she was turgled by a large gang who
teat hes up and threatened to rape her — fortunately they didn't, tut she
had an appalling hour or more of their treatment. Her church secretary
came along after she telephoned him — her mext door neightours werse %00
terrified of the din to attempt to help her - and medical friends in Luanshya,
35 miles eway, collected her and locked after her for a week. The gang, well
known by the police, were not caught, and she only recovered odd items they
dropped while making their getaway. ©She was truised for weeks. She then
dame to stay with me for 2 months until she left for Scotland in the middle
of May, and her mother dled 3 weeks after she got home. Margaret has teen
invited tack ty the church, she will te away for around =z year, tui what she
will 40 on her return is not certain. So the church where she ministered
gave her = fantastic farewell, and I was there for some of the partiea.

I was alsc there a month or so tefore she left during atout a quarter of the
service where she taptised 223 childreni She was absclutely marvellous,

‘and did not appear to have any tad reaction to this experience, tut who knows?
A lot of her stuff is packed away around my house, tut after she had got it
all fairly well organised on the last sunday she was the recipient of so many
gifts that we had to start over again., She was glven many tulky copper items
with spiky tits sticking out all over the place, 80 they had %0 te slipped

in here and there.

.S%. Margaret's Church still goes alongg, our minister is now the
Evangelical secretary for the whole couniry so has left us — thank heavens.
We have a couple of ministers from Mindolo as part-time, toth have other
full-time jots. Whitney Dalrymple teaches at the Theological College, and
Rev. Benscn Chongo runs the TEEZ progtamme. It works out quite well. Ve should
to getting acmeore else, tui notody ever puts su in the picture. I am gtill
an elder, and we have a good district Bitle study group, we all went for a
pienic at nearty Chemte Game and Bird reserve over the long holiday weekend
at the teginning of July, and had & super day there. I have rather cleverly
- misssd the rather toring long saturday afternoon quarterly meevings so far
this year ty teing away on these mini holidays/tusiness trips, and I shall
migs -the 3vd one in Octoter while in Australia. I do not have much patience
any longsr %c sit through meetings from Z2pm to anything up to Tpm, re-hashing
all the tusiness we already covered in other commitiees, or at the last
meeting .

The YWCA still takes & lot ¢f my time. We now have 3 overseas volunteers
in Kitwe, tut they don't seem to do any more than one Zagtian staff member
did tefore them. We have one Norwegien, one Irish and one American, and
they tock a very long time to settle down. They have skills, soms more than
others,! T really wonder at their motivation and, why they cams scmetimesj
they tend to dictate to us as to their prograrme; when they are golng away
(frequently) and part of the protlem is that the local Zamtian general secretary,
who has bteen in the USA for 3 years earning a degree, seems scarved stiff of
thém and cannot control them at all. 5o we struggle on, I secm to te on
every commiiteoe, aud they resented scme of the old timers and really stirred
it up, tut in the end at least we are the ones who stick to things and get
them done. There is nothing T wculd rather do than hand over %o young local
women and fade out, tut they are so overlomded with respensitilities, keeping
the hime going, working full tims, acting as mother and father usvally, that
one extra turden, no matter how much they are interesied, is too michl And
now the econowy is so tad, friends of mine who 5 years ago were ndt 00 tadly
off an¢ hoped for a trighter future, now find the cost of living utterly
appalling., anl they are worse off in every way.
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We have had the longest "cold" season I can ever rememter here, not necessarily

the coldest, tut it has Just gone on, and on. It is almogt 3 months now, and
each time it starts to get = little warmer, another cold spell arrives. It is
usnally in the 70's around mid—day, but the nights drop to the 40's, and my
house and my office are very cool, neither getting much sun ( fine for the long
hot seasvn) 30 I haven't teen swimming since the teginning of May. On the
wnole my rheunatism has not teen quite so tad, tut the sciatica has tothered
me recently. My Tedroom has 3 cutside walls, and windows down 2 sides, and as
socn as L turned round the ted and had my head agalnst.fhe inside wall, I fel%
a difference in my necke I gtill attend yoga, gradually losing moveme:t in
oy -whole tody, tut there 1s no doutt that the yoga exercises keep me much more
supple thai woild te the case if I did not go. Apart from that, I am still by
far the most healthy person in my office, where they all go down with malaria,
colds ané flu quite regularly. I suspect that now most. of them are not eating
sensitly, filling up with too much starch and not eating fresh veg and fruit.
Few can afford mea’ more than once a wesk —~ and some of them are middle manage—
ment. I do now hiave Menier's disease in E%ol ft ear, which only botherz me in a

or meeting, and with loud music.

Personnel officer would te a more accurate description of my dutltes some weeks.

Qut here, cne i3 never uninvolved in people's lives, so I advise or hear protlems
coucerning schenling, finding a house or flat, marital protleme, and at-<ve all.
trying to ensourage them to tudget, and make the salary last until payday. I
try to encourage as manay as possitle to put up some kind of house , thers are
many slte and service schemes herej I stretch the company regulations in loan
policy ©o halp them tuild the most simple structure. One chap managed to get a
mortgage, and not knowing too much atout such things, I couldn't telisve tha* on
a K27,020 loan aver 20 years he will repay approx K110,000, tecause the interest
rates are so high - 20% currently, and golng up. There is no way his house will
ever te worih that, on the Coppertelt, tut he will have somewhere to li—e.

Many prices are now quite ridiculous. A car, which last year cost E40,000, is
now at least Ki100,000 — equivalent to (-8 years salary of middle managment. So
hardly anyone can now afford a private car. I noticed in Zimtabwe that stoves
and fridges cost 1/10th of their equivalent hers. '

Tha World Cup cheered up marny peopla's miserable lives. ¥We did nol have many
of the games as few companies could afford %o sponsor, tut the Italian companies
here always sponsored their team, D. Gal sponsored one Scottish and one British
game, and wo saw the opening game, and the semifinals and final, with the 2 earlier
quarter finals. The later timed ones were judged too late for the workersi We had
an office sweepstake and I drew Belglum, so that added to the excitement. It was
the only subtjech of conversation for weeks, which was good. We did not have the
Wimtledon ternis finals this year, as ~ lrony upon irony - the sponsors were
saving theiv money for the Commonwealth Games ? I am utterly convinced that the
excose of a Loycoutt was jolly handy for many oountries who simply cculd not afford
the zirfares tc Edinburgh. Certainly here we still did not have it, altho® I kmow
that was not the reason. Ghana, Tanzenia, Papua and Malaysia I am sure , all
completely bLroke, mest have teen relieved. We still have not finished paying for
the last Games. We aleo did not have anything on the Royal Wedding —~ btut we do
have a stamp, with the happy couple kissing, while at the same time all klsses on
TV are censored — even a mother kissing her taty! Life here is never dull.

Videoc has entertained me many weekend evenings, and amonst those I have
enjoyed are Passage to India, Killing Fields, Places in the Heart, Separate Tatles,
Womar of Sulstance, Garbo Talks, Mgr Quixote, and some I had seen Tefore - Dr.
Zhivago. Chatiots of Fire, Ghandi, Amadeus and An Officer & a Gentleman. I don't
read s0 mauy tooks, tut have enjoyed Marjorie Morningastar ty Hans Wouk, Fringe cf
Leaves Ty Patrick Whites Decelved with Kindneas ty Angelica Garnett; the 2 vecent
Bocker awards, Hotel du Lac, and Bupire of the Suny and Dr. Lesslie Newbiggin's
autotiography Unfinished Agenda. On TV we have little worth watching, but I
relax with "Tynasty”, and almoat fell out of the chair laughing with the end of
our current series when they were all shot at the weddingj and '"Falcolnerest'.
Most evenings now I just don't turn mine on, it is such ruttish. Uhile 1in Hargre
I saw "Cut of Africa", whichk I enjoyed inm emi*e of uvaoinus fault~ et 7 *hink if
I had not read the toocks it was tas2d on I would have bteen lost.






New York City (The Big Apple, U.S.A.)

Dear

A happy holiday to you.

Thanksgiving (November 27, 1986)

This is a message for you a few other old

friends telling you about our year in New York City. I hope in turn you
will write and tell me what has happened to you since the last time we

were in touch.

Let me start off by quoting the beginning of a hymn that I learned as a

small child:

"Count your blessings, name them one by one...."

How

applicable it is, both for Zindi and myself this American Thanksg'wing
week - the start of the year end holiday season.

Zindi today. Our greatest blessings focus on
Zindi. She is not only alive, but remarkably
active and free from serious patn. (She is,
of course, now seriously handicapped and on
oxygen 24 hours a day, with her heaith
precarious.} Most wonderfully, with the
assistance of her part-time helper, she is
cooking a large turkey dinner for 12 people!

Had you seen her in the period of March to
June, you would realize that this is no small
miracle. HNot only was she in terrible pain
but losing her memory and going into long
unhealthy siumbers. When finatly readmitted
to the hospital, she was in bad condition.
S0 to even write about her being relatively
pain-free, and happily setting at the table,
planning and cooking a large Thanksgiving
Dinner bring tears to my eyes!

And happy she 1s, and happy we are, living
each dey, one-by-one and ending each day
with a simple prayer: *Thank you Lord for
ancther day.” Inr June when she got out of
the haspitatl, she was angry and bitter. 8ut
as she siowly became aware of how close she
had come to death, she somehow took cour-
age, got hold of herself with the help of our
minister at Riverside, and became the
happiest she has been in many years. When
I asked her how she stayed so happy, she
safd "I try.* A lesson for all of us,

My continving education. I have learned so
much this year. . First of all abowt true
sharing with another person the 1ittie plea-
sures and problems of 1ife and learning to
overcome the latter as easily as possibie.
Looking back I do not think that I had truly
learned to do that before.

' sumo wrestler). I

Several times each week I still swim, and
*work out® (as we say in America), and try
to keep fit., In the health club, when Zindi
was so sick earlier this year, I was talking
to a friend that I work out with {(he looks
1ike a black American version of a Japanese
said that Zindi‘'s
problems were an experience that I was not
sure I could take. Looking me in the eye,
he replied in his precise way, *You'll grow
or you'll go!" And that probably sums up
any family's dilemma when faced with a
critical heaith problem such as Zindi‘s,

Resolution of the Insurance Crisis; Another
thing to be thankful for. I have tried to
describe to 2 few people how complicated
Amertcan health insurance is and aVso how
important. It is largely privately adminis-
tered and sometimes very badly and cruelly.

While the insurer for hospital care has been

very cooperative and paid quickly, the one
for doctor’'s bills, medicine, etc., has been
terridble. But last week the insurer finally
paid the last large remaining bill that
threatened our basic family finances. How
thankful we are. It looked we might have
to sue, a tiresome process. We are very
thankful that al? is resolved.

Learning under duress - the ups and downs
of wy new profession: I'm becoming a real
*technie” as they say, knee deep in the use
of the new personal computers. ['m be-
coming an expert on some kinds of soft-
ware, especially different word processing
packages and spreadsheets for financial
analysis. Last month [ gave a talk on the
*Ideal PC Training Classroom® at an import-
ant regional conference and it went okay.




How far I am from the 0ld manual type-
writers in Solwezi and Ohio! [ stop short of
being a serious programmer. That requires
too much concentration and precise logic for
me - at least for long periods. (I am
writing this letter on an IBM AT, printing it
with a laser jet (both hardware) and com-
posing it with WordPerfect (software).

The ups and downs of the job market.

With regard to my new skills and the job
market, things iooked goad in Janvary, sort
of grim in May (low paying) but are once
again on the up. A consultant has to take
the punches 1ike an actor I guess, a great
high one time and other times bad Tows.

More specifically I was in the heart of Wall
Street and American banking until February
at Morgan Guaranty Trust. I was involved
in computer training. But they expected me
to produce miracles, and a miracle worker [
am not. So I moved on to the Headquarters
of terners Stores (helping them keep track
of merchandise for 750 women's retail out-
Jets for several months). When that work
ended I did assignments at New York Uni-
versity; Lancome {the large women's
perfumer's headquarters) helping them keep

_track of outlets all oyer the United States. _

For-the past two months I have been on the
4:00 P.M. to midnight shift at Merrill Lynch,
a large financial institution, on¥Wall Street.
I help run 2 small support center for Invest-
ment Bankers specializing in Health Care.
Very interesting but no doubt if I stay in
consuiting, I will move along again within

Zambia, Kenya, and South Africa.
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several months. Also during the day [ have
several small clients of my own that I
assist. Some have become old friends and
nice to touch base with,

My long ters goals are to enjoy the work,
help others learn to use their computers,
and make the clientsP@@1 enough so that in
years to come I- can have longer vacations

" in which to see old friends overseas(!).

Most of all, give greater support to
agencies that make our world a 1ittle better
place to Yive., My short term goal clearly
is to make Zindi as comfortable as possible.

Job alternatives. [ may have an offer from
3 large Financial institution as a manager of
Office Automation and Training. If so I
mey take it and try high powered corporate
14fe. But I still have reservations so if I
am sti1l an independent when you next hear
from me, don't be surprised. I tike roaming
around. And fortunately it is fashionable
to do this in New. York City! The big
disadvantage 1s no benefits, l1ike health
insurance, an important thing in America.
The money can be the same either as an
independent or as a company person.

. If independent,_I can stay active in pro-

fessional training organizations. I amon
the committee for planning a regional con-
ference next fall., I enjoy the group.

But above all, I am thankful that I have
choices to make that this time!

Since this letter is primarily written

to old friends in Britain, Zembia and Kenya, let me address a few words

to you.
individually every day.
collapse of the kwacha, | express

First, I haven't forgotten you.

I think of vou colleetively and

For those of you suffering in Zambia since the
sympathy.

I have stockpiled every-

thing I can think of to send all of you -~ books, clothing, ete. -~ except

eleetrieal equipment and jewelry.

But as you can tell my problem is time.

With my challenging work situation and caring for Zindi's health

problems, I just don't get time to post things.
that under no circumstances will 1 send American doliars.

1 have decided, however,
It is a pitfall

that I cannot agree to get involved with. Please, don't ask me to do it.

So much more to say but [ have but two lines left!

give up hope.

S0 much love. Don't

We live in difficult times with AIDS (if you want litera-

ture about it just ask me), possible extinction with nuclear bombs,
horrible tragedy in South Africa, and God know-s what other horrible

ecological disasters, but we must have hope.

I will keep in touch with you.
until we meet again.

Please do the same.

Too lose that, we lose all.
MUCH, MUCH LOVE
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P.O. Box 175, Rego Park, NY 11374
December 3, 1988

Dear Muriel,

Many thanks for your lovely letter in July and your Christmas note dated
30th August. Hope by now you're back home in Zambia and have had s
wonderful holiday in the South Pacific,

The enclosed Christmas letter tells you all you'll probably want to know
about Zindi, myself ~ both professional and personal, and what my present
priorities are. S0 no more comment on such personal details.

Just a few lines in response to your questions so that | can plop this
Christmas "missive" in the mail tomorrow morning.

Yes, we're still very active at Riverside. It has been a very warm and
positive experience in these difficult years.

Interested to hear that you're "retiring" next year. ! suspect you'll have
no trouble staying employed irn some capacity or other and busy in
general. Good luek.

The future looks so bright professionally and so dark with regard to
Zindi. 1 am doing the best | can and am indeed & happy man as I try to
cope with both the positive and negative sides of my life with as much
studied wisdom as possible.

I long to see Africa again and suspect ! will if I can survive -~ mentally
and physically intact - the dark days of Zindi's deeline. [ will only visit
however, and/or live there if I ean do so with resources earned here.
Money flows so carelessly here and will only come If I ean tap it to
sustain me when living/working in areas that really have so little by the
standards of money here in NYC.

But I look forward to seeing you in the future someplace or other!

I laughed and laughed over your phrase "Jessie Jackson was here last
week - both he and KK broke down in tears at each other's speeches!™
Both are indeed given to tears of one sort or other.

Look, I must close and feed this through our la-de-da laser printer.

With love,




