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Angola. = Ié—Mr. W. E. Roberis-—** The
young man of whom I wrote, who had been
leurning to be a witeh-doctor, ‘is going on very
nicely.  Ie wondered if he would be able to
stund alone in his village, but he has proved
God is sullicient for him. A woman from there
hag come to stay here to learn the words of God.
A man from another tribe, living o few days
awny, at the close of the serviee about three
weeks ngo eame to the front and confessed his
sing, wishing 1o follow the Lovd Jesas, e
gave up his fetishes ab the same time,  Thirough
God’s goodness we have heen enahled to open o
few more out-sehooiy Lhis dey season,  We nsk
wyer Lk ol these und those nlready estuab-
Inhed mny he continually blessed.”,_,

t 23 » &

N. Rhodosa. v, Hinsen tells ug Uint hye in
tuking the responnibility of the work at Chin-
yin, and e, though mont of the people
undorspnad Funedi, very fow veally know 1, he
thinks of tuking vp the lnngunge of the Ambunda
trihe, which In spoken by thousnnds, Theye ly
n lavge population fn the disteit,

C:\Users\Paul\Desktop\Mission periodicaly 1907_1945_ headings.docx 1/25/2017 2:55 PM




o, B
Articles from Echoes of Service (1919) @ fe ’9

about missionary schools in the Beloved Strip (including the NWP) and educational policies

\/fo?], LFX/ Mam"« /@fﬁ/ ‘59 (L3-S

seriously ill with dropsy, and the whole

b3 s 2
Ka.vungu,? Nov. lﬁith.-—,M:.?‘ILE.7 H, Sims

" has gone to Kazombo to help our Portuguese

brother with some buildings the Intter hos
undertaken in connection with the fort that

is being established there. As o number of

black soldiers and prisoners are employed,
Mr. Sims is having meetings with them.
As a rule that class does not attend our
meetings, so our brother is taking advantage
of this exceptional opportunity.

" To-morrow, b.v., two Christian couples
‘are going to open an out-school sixteen miles
east of Kavungu, our first camping-place on
the way to Kalefie. The headman is a
" professed Christian and asked for teachers.
AS$ a test of the genuineness of his request,
we asked him to have a small school-house

- erected. Now that he has dene this, we are

glad to be able to send two men of some
years’ standing as Christians, who have the
confidence and fellowship of the assembly
and of the missionaries. One man from
that village is in fellowship here, &and
seventeen or eighteen others are professed
believers, besides the headman, and they
used to have meetings themselves, but they
are very ignorant, and those going to help
have a far better knowledge of the truth.
“They will give part of their time to school-
work, while working for . their living.
Until they have fields of their own they will
need some little help, which we expect the
assembly here to give them. This scems to
-us the Scriptural way. May we bespeak
the prayers of the Lord’s people for this
new effort, as well as for the work going on
here continually ? F. Schindler.

N. RHODESIXA,

Mwinilunga, Nov. 11th.—We are staying
with Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Miller (née Miss
K. Fisher) for a Tittle while, and hope to be

ex-slaves, who were baptized some time
ago, and scem to think that they have
‘“attained.” My husband hopes to be able
to convince them otherwise, and to inspire
them with a real desire to go on to better
things. Mrs. Miller has meetings with
them regularly, but the men need a man to
give them teaching as to the conducting
of their meetings, ete.

We heard a most encouraging little story
lately. Ntambu, the old chieftain who was
converted eighteen months ago, and who
Jhas been very firm as to his belief ever since,

of his subjects who had * believed * were
turned back by a boy who had once been a
professing Christian and who had helped

is more or less nlone now, except for his
favourite wife, who ig & very happy Chrise

tian. A few weeks ago this wife became

s

able to help the little church here, Luban

has been rather discouraged because many -

them by reading the Gospels to them. He.

Tiq28

1
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village collected -and told Ntambu that he
was a brute and wicked ; he had the much-
envied power of being able to make and
use most effective fetishes, and here he
had thrown them all away, with the conse-
quence that the spirvits were angry, and no
one in the village could geb anything when
hunting, and not ouly that, here was hig
wile dying and he refusing Lo make her
fetishes and medicines pnd propitinte Lhe
spivits, Ty answer wis, * Let her die
God made hory I didn’t ;1 oenn't, keep hep
wlive,  God ean, and If He doesn’t want Lo,
let hee die I They went 1o his wile and
told her to beg him for fetish medicines,
Ier answer was the sume, ** Let me die !
Iretish medicines make no difference. I
have no fear. Let me die!” N tambu
asked his men to carry her to Kalefie Hill,
but they refused, saying if he wouldn’t give
her medicines, why take her to the Hill for
some ? A Christian on his way up -from
‘Chitokoloki heard this and told us. Three
of our Christian men went off forthwith to
bring her to the doctor, and when they got
there they found her quite cured, though
still wenle, Ntambu was overjoyed aboug

| it, and said he just “ prayed and prayed and |
- prayed ond prayed ” all duy long, and God

Himsell had cured her, Was it nog grand ¥

- Qur Chuistions  had o fing opportunity of
' pointing out the power of proyer,  We hope

1/25/201

to visit that village and perhaps one or two
more, including one where they have been
asking us to come, on cur way back to the
Hill. M. Kathleen Fisher.

PCY

Chitokoloki, Sept. 80th.~—Our district com-
mences where the Zambesi emerges into British
Territory at the Sapuma Falls, and extends
about twenty miles to the south of the Kabompo,
a stretch of over 100 miles. To the east the
nearest Mission-station is 120 miles away,
while to the west there is not one within 200
miles. Our district may thus be said to extend
from north to south 100 miles, and from east
jto west 150 miles, thereby enclosing an arca

[nearly half the size of Ireland. The people,
however, are very' scattered, and the tota]
population is probably only about fifty to sixty
thousand. The wide distribution of the in-
habitants adds to the difficulty of evangelisa-
tion and of opening out-schools. It jg largely
accounted for by the sandy nature of the soil,
which makes it necessary for the people to
separate in order to obtain ground for cultiva-
tion. Apart from what we specially consider
our district, there is to the south-east a whole
tribe, the Mankoya, which has never been
cvangelised. “Some of these beople live in this
district, and a few are j i
more attend the scho
a8 a whole the trih

Our district ig chiefly occupicd by the Lunda
on the east of the Zonmbesi, and Dy the Va-.
Lwenn on the west, but there are also numbery
of Mumbowe and Mambunda, people. - Al
these tribes are represented in_the school, in
which wo huve sought 1o teach hoys—from gy

e T S
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GROUP AT KALERE minn,

- i Jit.“ i M is ! fisher " i
p (O%L cft Lo right—>Miss May Fisher, Mr, and My, Singleton Fisher, Dy

g g . Fisher 3
— with, Mr. Schindler’s litile Ly in o, Fisher, and Dr. Hoyte,
“many different districts as possible, in the hope -~ LS :

=1 that later on they will be able to teach others P |

| in their own localitics. In the school are about This out-school work especially needs Yf?}lll' |
/ 130 boys, who are supported by friends at rayers. The Christians themselves t;);I‘e ;lle |

| Home. Owing to the greatly increased ex- <!very much in need of instruction. But er_Ot

| penses, which now make the cost of keeping.a 1l district is without the gospel, and it seemed to |

% boy twice as much as formerly, we have had to “Dus better to let them get into definite s;srv;fe |

| reduce the periods of attendance, but by means A for God and to seek to build them up l:h e

| of visits and the out-schools, we are able to keep ) things of God when we are able to visit t(ixmli
in touch with most of the boys during the and on the regular occasions when t.h(‘iy. gaé. &
holitlays, while sixty are more permanently here for a week-end of fellowship and ins mﬁ:—
resident on the place, many having married. ut we have looked forward esp?c}:‘ 3;
These latter have made or are making fields ¢ printed page as A mcans Qf spiritun
for themselves, so that in some cases we have cdifieation, and for this reason puarticularly we
not to feed them. Our ambition is to have as are thankful to have the press. We }VO‘}M
tany Christian faniilics as possible settle to therefore usk specinl prayer for tl}t! printing
support-themselves by their own industry, so work. 'The whole of the New lgsmment hug
that others may take their place in the school. been  trunslated by Mr, Cunningham, and
Meanwhile we are glad to give them work, so nearly all of it printed by Mr, Tten, ot Kolunde,
that they may earn cloth for themselves and g
dependents, and also the money for their tax. £ e g 45
Unless we helped them until they are estab- Gy S
lished and are able to look after themselves,

it would be impossible to keep them under We have been allocated parts of the Old Testa-
constant instruction, as they would have to go ment, especially the Pentateuch, Genosis i
gﬁ:a(i)rf ';l;(?rg“trwt for long periods in order to nearly finished, and is being gone over by Mr.

We praise God that we now have thirty-two 1 :ii;les igclzil?b‘ﬁnfe’ssv;ﬁsdgi ’:;}\::2};15 wt'((): "%rcz f?llxlrtnzt
native Christians in fellowship here, the majority a  consecutive sﬁmn.u;ry of Old ’1‘est§mlcn%,
ggwhom were brought to the Lord while in the history, especially with a view to showing how
~~We have ncew four cut-schools, where native ﬁlela?&'“ éifl ﬂst‘rel;taxlc ldeat:rél “lﬁllp e(rlsotr:)s,. i;’ Oﬁ'ﬁn =
Christians have made their homes, and in i DALBLEL s 5 quidey L

s . 2 - great purpose of God to prepare for, and /.

ddition to teaching the rudiments of education, | point forward to, the coming of the Savi / :
wre carrying on an active evangelistic work. ! pWe S s R e gﬂ € ‘al\loml': ;
_+"The four schools are as follows : : g SCns IVES RO GO IE AT Dx P
1 nm S 5 7 of composing and press work, but it will be a{ %
. Mumbeji, 27 miles east, in charge of Thomas. long Gima betorast be left to il - \d4 ot
‘and his wife Chivivi., Chinonu, 20 miles west, s eloTEvniscau e 1elt Lo themicelves INEE
in charge of Ndumba and Sayikumba (the G.R. Suckling,
latter’s wife is in fellowship). Kakonga, 17 SE = "
miles south, in charge of David Njapawu and
Kamwandi, whose wives are professing Chris-
tians. Lwampunga, 22 miles north and close
{to the Government Post. It has been in charge
of'Manongu and his ‘wife, who have been helped
| by Samalesu, but the people are so unresponsive
C:\Users\P 1 that the work is particularly trying, so we are | 1/25/2017 2:55 PM
!tlnnkmg of relieving. Manongu, that he may
return here for refreshment and  instruction,
and of sending other Christians for 'a month
a time to look after the work. 4
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Kapango, March 6th.— Our wet season is
nearly over, and we shall be closing our day-
schools for the dry scason. Some 250

Mwendé’[&

N. RHODESIA,
Kabompo, April 12th.—Mwondela  was
brought to the Lord at Kavungu, and was

children are on the register of the morning-
school, which the two lady workers and two
native teachers manage, and each afternoon
finds them with some cighty boys and men,
while three native teachers take some se venby
women and girls, T have a few young men
training for teaching, and we trust some
will go to needy districts to open Bible-
schools. "The mornings find me busy in the
dispensnry, where muny come for treatment,

some from o distunce staying at the sick.

8 comp, and thus hear our message of salva-
o tions A munowho was in the comp for some

T A 11

trained under Mr. and Mrs. Schindler. e
developed into a strong and intelligent Christian,
and was a great help to Mr, Schindler. When
Mr. Rogers and I were here alone, with no native

Christinns in fellowship, and T wrote to nsk the
older churches if there were any native believers '

whose hearts the Lord had touched with o desive
to serve 1im herve, Mwondely offered Lo come,

e hus been with me ever since, nnd his experi-

ence under senior workers has been invaluable
to me, for in mnny enses T have been ablo to
consult him and lewmrn how particular circun-
stunces have been treated by the older workers,

e has accepted no wage since hie has been with

weeks last year, has since walked in to the
gospel meeting each Sunday morning, and
last Sunday ‘made a profession. During
February some thirteen did so, and three
last Sunday, but it is few out of the many
who hear our' message. Earnestly pray,
dear friends, that we may be more and more
fitted of God, and filled with the Spirit, so
that souls may be brought into the light.
Some of our sixteen out-schools are doing
.a good work. At one, where there are
seventy, Christians (fifteen "of whom have-
been baptized), they have built a sun-dried
brick school to hold 350, though they do not "
get that number yet. Ten days ago the
teacher came in, and, with much joy, told of
the conversion of the head-man of a large
district not far away. This teacher has been
helped of God in gathering round him a
number of young men, five or six of whom
will, we trust, ere long becomne teachers. 1
am off next week to visit another out-school
for o night in order to marry o couple. 1t
will be the flirst Christion wedding in that
distriet, so ¥ expeet o good evowd.  Things
there have been anything butb satisfactory,
Our out-posts need more visits than we can
give them, Think of Dorsct, Somerset and
Devon, nnd you will get some iden of our
parish.  Then to the north and novth-cnst
we can go for hundreds of miles, through |
tribe after tribe, without one wmissionnry.
11 only you could puy one visit Lo o heathen
villnge you would never forget it, and I feel
sure you would continunlly ery 1o God for
the awful need. While I am writing, the
devil-derams are going hard at it in & near !
village 5 far into the night, and often till
sunrise, they keep up their noise in fear of
evil spirits. A witeh-doclor, converted lust

year when I was visiting his vilinge, is going ji
on nicely and showing n desire to learn more |

of the things of God.

e

Ernest W, G. Judson.
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-something of the gospel.
of a very high order to have sulficient detach- |
ment from the tormenting vexations of a native

| station.

A A 2

: V4 ,
5) [UFRT Y

~us, sud, @part from presents now and then, hing

supported himsclf by what he had whenhe came,
and by cultivation. Ife realizes that o mission
station involves a great deal more than preach-

!

{

ing the gospel, and he takes a great part in all |

that is done.
and is largely responsible for the store. He |
buys all the meal and grain that are brought in, |
and sees to the distribution of food to all the|
people on the place and to the rationing of boat- |
boys and carriers. Villagers who. want our|
advice or help almost invariably talk things|
over with him first, and often even the native)
Christians do so. - Only those acquainted with|
all that is involved in discussing matters with|
natives,and in buying and selling with them, can’

required of Mwondela in his varied dutics. Ie
is well liked by the natives, and delays his buy-
ing to tell the strangers who bring the meal,

appreciate the patience and grace that arci
i
%
?

It requires spirituality |

market to be able to preach Christ in sincerity.
Ile is very humble with all, and polite and con-
sidernte of others. There will be many here- |
after to be Mr, Schindler’s joy and erown, bhut |
not. least  mmong them, we believe, will be!
Mwondelu, ¢

The two Christinn young men  who eame.
with me from Kaleiie Hill, have, like Mwondela,
won the esteem both of oflicinly und natives,

‘One of these, Simon_IKahangen, is w keen hunter,

which gives hine o grent opportunity with the

people in the villuges, for when he goes hunting

e i nbso Keen to enteh men for bis Master, and
he s 8o successtul ns 0 hunter that he is always
ussured of u vespeetful hearving, 1 pay for his
shooting licenee and provide him with ammuni-
tion, and he brings in the meat for use on the
e has cultivated very largely, and
supports himself by the proceeds,  His hunting

“tid other Tielp on the station und in the district,
[ he gives gratuitously,

1/25/2017 2:55 PM

He teaches in the native school |
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The other young man, Thomas Chinyan, is
in charge of the out-school ut the Mumbeji. A
few months back the Nutive Commissioner was
visiting there, and Thomas ook the schools
boys over Lo pay their respeels,  We had given
him some seeds to plant, and there were some
vegetables ready, so he took them to the oflicial,
Vegetables are & most rare and welcome sight
on trek, and the official was so pleased he wanted
to give Thomas something for them, but the
latter suid he could not sell them, as they be-
longed to me. The official asked him to take
the money as o present, but he said he could not
tuke o present on account of things that did not
belong to him.  The Commissioner (intending
to throw the money on the ground) then nsked,
“ Well, what would you do if you found a shilling
on the ground 27 Ie was amnzed, he told me
later, to hear the reply, * X should tuke enre of
it untit I foynd out to whom it belonged.”
Avurice is n besetting sin of the African native,
and the officlol wag greatty struck by Thomas's
laek of it.  Since then Thomuas hos given up his
sulury, SR

—~
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_In refereiice to miew work, may T80y T Toly
\words about schools 7 Tt is impossible to lay

many parts of Africa there is a greater demand
for native labour than can be met, so the natives
et high wages and are independent and pros-
‘perous, while those who do not go out to work
get a good living from cultivation, owing to the
prices paid in such districts for native produce.
In such cases it is vight that Christians who want
a school in their neighbourhood should pay the
expense of erecting it, and that Christians in the
parent church should give liberally towards the
maintenance of outside work. In this district,
[however, we arc practically the only oncs who
‘employ labour, and the average wage is only 5 /-
/a month. Most of the Christians get no more
“than 7 /- a month, and very little calico can be
bought under 1 /3 a yard, while very poor cotton
blankets cost 10/— or more. Neither is there
any demand for native produce, except here and
at the Government Camp, so it has to be taken
400 miles to Livingstone to get a market. The
result is that the natives are not at all pros-
perous, and, though the Christinns’ gifts are
really satisfactory, they are not enough to sup-
port outside work on an extensive scale. This

car I am trying to stimulate boat-building

J(native dug-outs), as that form of labour seems

“"the most productive for this district, and there

are fifty men in the forest making these boats.
There are two conditions—one that the money
obtained must first be used to pay the current
tax and any arrears due, and the other that they
attend the services on Sunday. With these
men, and all the school-boys and work-people,
our meetings are too big, and we have to divide
them—the women. and girls by themselves,
then the adult men, and lastly the boys. Now
that school is on, instead of going to the villages
on Sunday afternoon, we are encouraging the

_ tlown rules that will apply to every distriet. In .

Christians to have classes for the people and °
boys on the place, while Mr. Hansen and I each
have a class for candidates™for baptism. At

4.0 we meet the Christians in fellowship for the
discussion and elucidation of any problems they
bring up., The population around us has in-
cleased o great deal, and the interest is much
greater, so that the number of villagers in our
meetings on Sundays is much larger. The
transport we undertake for the friends up north

und for the s.a.c.v., cnables us to employ o

number of carriers, and we are also developing
the carpentry a good deal., We have ten boys
in the shop, all professing Christians, and most
of them can now make articles of a saleable
character, so’ we are able to employ another
batch of men in hauling in logs. In this way
we are able to give employment to a number of
strangers without expense to ourselves, and
increasing numbers are thus in one way or
another brought under the sound of the
gospel,

We seele your prayers thut the rvesults miy be

to the cverlasting glory of the great God

our Saviour.

deorge R. Suckllng.
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Kazombo,'? ?fafla%’ 10th—On l]\;hly 15th

Messrs. Mownt, M‘Phic and T left here in o
southerly  direction,

Our objeet was Lo
follow the Zambest south, o cross the

border into British tevritory, push on to
Chitokoloki (about as  fur agnin ay the

border), nnd return by paths u little o the

cast Lo Kodundn, and thenee to Kazombo,

In the goodness of God both we and oue
weeo kept dn henlth  through
the Journey, "Phe it populony dintriot
Lraversed way about sixty miles south of
Knzombo,  We had good gospel meetings
everywhere there, and, though we were on
the usual route, we found villages where the
gospel was almost unknown. T:Jsually the
people listened with rapt attention, but on
questioning them one would find how thick -
was the darkness in which they were

shrouded. \VLN

On the fifth day we.crossed to the right
bank of the Zambesi, and from here south
we found populous districts of A-Lunda.
On the seventh day we reached British
territory, and immediately found oursclves
in one of the most populous districts I have
seen, extending 4 long way north, enst and
south,  About flve miles Ivought uy to
the edge of a very high hill, whence we
beheld o picture of surpassing beauty,
Below us flowed the Zambesi, broken by

%’ AT .

cataracts, as far southward as one could
see. The valley was well wooded for the
most part, 'and in the distance beyond
stretched a range of high hills, many of
them veritable mountains, We breathed a
prayer that one day the Lord might enable
us to open work amongst the people whose
villages lay in the valley, many of them
hidden by the thick woods. Next day we
went out to make a little survey of the
neighbourhood, returning to our camp on
the hill. We crossed the rocky waterfalls

of the Kapako, and west of this found the

country very flat, and probably not very

* healthy. It is drained by several little
rivers, which are very high in the wet season,
Next day we moved our camp across the
Kapako, and visited the headman of the
place, who has thirty wives. Gospel meet-
ings were attended by a great many people
of the vicinity, Next day being Sunday,
we broke bread before moving our camp,
There were only three whitey und three of
our c¢arriers to remember the Lowd thus,
but we had a very real remembrance-feast
under the leafy canopy of the wood.

For two days we remained a few minutes’
walk from the Sopuma  falls, where we
found a most suitable site for building. It
is a fairly high hill just at the falls, and lies
ab an angle to the general course of the
river.  Along the edge .of the hill nenrest
the river iy o small rocky ridge, behind
which the hill ascends slightly, giving plenty
ol room for schoot-house, compounds, ete,
The hill hay plenty of shude trees, and Lhere

in wood for bullding near,
£

X

twenty,

Lenving tho .t’u}la wo
the enst bank of lln:ll'l
pall  Lributary entle
‘which o preut mln.n_y
! rought us

four days brought o ( |
ivc had n very plensant sty with our

thing o Len
‘and saw something o 2 :
’tionuit and industrial _work there,

the  Kutombao,

wend south along
iver, and pussed
i on
Va-Lwenn have bullt.
to Chitokoloki, \letel'(s
friends
: extensive educi-
£ the nsi s

\ - . . = 0 o nc
* % ittendance at the meetings is hlgl; ,leo
= “day Mr. Mowat preached to 850 people.

At a village on our way to Kalunda we
met an old man who had been in gaol on
account of some people in hig village having
been slow in going to hoe up paths for the

Lortuguese  ofticinls, He bhad heard

the

gospel from Be, M‘Phic 5 long time before

and way g believer;

He and hig old wife

»y\:u_ldd have practically starved in prison
1’( it had not. been for & pative  Christion
from  Kalundn, whe brought them food

cvery. ((zmy,' slthough qulte slranger Lo
Praise God for suen love among 11is

thém,
people,

'As.villagc work and itinerationg form the
principal part of My work -at present, 1
!lave.becn seeking to reach gy many vilhl:rc.s;
in thxs.district as possible. A fortnigl ag0
.I had 1;0ur days at the villages of K:.uilcp\&
& istlan oiieE @n the Sagug ol
son and another Christian boy accompanied
me to the villages. We met one man who
had recently believed, anqd he would not
lqt us go until we had given the People of
his village g short gospel talk. At day-
break on Sunday a rousing tattoo wag
beaten on the chief’s drums to eaj) the
people to the meetings.  Eighteen natives
sat (_lown to the Lord’s table, and I wag
overjoyed to hear thejp heartfely prayers
and hymns, Ag the gospel meeting after-
wards I counted about a hundred and
Douglas 7T, Hume,
S olemE :
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Kabompo, July 10th.—Our aim has heen
very simple kind ol out-school.  lven the
teachers sent out by thé Nutional School of the
Barotse are not remlly competent to  tench
English. They can teach a little arithmetie, in
addition to reading and writing in the vernucular,
but that is about al, except faulty Inglish
conversation.  Consequently, it is impossible
for a teacher to occupy the whole day in teach-
ing s he has not the subjeet matter at his dis-
‘possl, nor could he keep the interest of the
pupils,  Very few tenchers could keep things
going for more than two hours wied o half o day,
wnd some would do less than that,  What is to
be thelr occupation during the rest of the day ¢
My nim has been that Chivistion boys who have
wwrenl deésive Lo serve the Lovd should be ennbled
(o settle down Lo an industeious fife to keoure
their own support, and to tenoh childreen to
verd nnd welte, nol beenure: they nre paid to
do so by un, hub from wovenl ansdety (o renoh
them with the gospel, "Phele preaching - and
evangelistic  efforts generndly  would  then he?
spontancous, nnd more cffeetive, beonuse freed
from the suspicion of being mereenary, 'To
achicve this aim, we have of course had to help

|
5

the teachers meanwhile. They have had to live -

and to get food, and to pay people to help them
te make their fields. We have paid for the
buildings and other expenses conneeted with
opening the work, in order that ultimately the
school might be carried on without support..

As far as we can tell this plan has worked .~

well 0t the Chinonu,  The soil there is very
rich, and the cultivation 1 paidfor lust yeur,
with what the boys did themselves, has enabled
them $o carey on without pny or rutions these
fast few months, + The yice they cultivated has
ennbled themt Lo clothe” themselves and their
wives und to pay for thin year's cultivation,
besides mending things to thely pelntbyen, AL
the Kokongn the plan did not work oub so well,
beeniise the boy in charge gos involved in debt,

C:\Users\Paul\Desktop\Mission periodicaly 1907_1945_ headings.docx

with the result that his produce has had to be
sold for the benefit of his creditors. At present,
he ‘is on a visit to Xalefie Ilill, but when he
comes back we hope to give him work on the
place instead of his being again in charge of
the out-school. Thomas at the Mumbeji has
managed fairly well, but the soil there is not so
good, and he has had to undertake a journey
with his wife to Kalefie and Kavungu, as his
mother-in-law was very ill. This will, I am
afraid, eat up their savings, as on such visits
one is always expected to make a large number
of presents; besides the expenses of the journey.
The Lwampunga school is not yet self-support-
ing, though next year we hope it will be.

The great objection to encouraging the
Christians to become independent as regards
their livelihood, is that with real industry and
a certain amount of thrift, they can soon
become quite prosperous as native standards go.
‘Mwondela was fairly well supplied when he
:éjfcf?'ﬁé"’:“o‘ us. Though he has accepted no wage

E Y

“for his work here, he has used his money to
engage men to cultivate for him, with the result
hat he is considerably better off than he was
before. Not that he has devoted time to it
that he might have used better, for he has
gratuitously spent longer hours every day work-
~ing for me than the work-people do, for when
1 they go oft work is the time that they go to him
‘'with regard to food and things they want to
" buy in the store.

Last year, Simon decided that it was time
he ceased to take wages, but as he had not,
like Mwondela, a certain amount of capital to .
go on with, he decided to spend the wet-season
cultivating. Day after day he went out with
the boys he engaged, while his wife went out
with the women. The result was that this year
found him with produce worth £40. Yet he
was not so engrossed as to pay no attention to
spiritual work. Most nights some one was
invited to his house for a talk, and he had many
meetings with his own boys and with others,
with the result that a number of the boys he
engaged professed conversion. When we found
that it would be unwise for David to go back
to Kakonga, Simon offered to go.. He is now
there settling in;"and is building his house and
cultivating his fields with the money he got
for his produce. His father and several other
relatives have come to live with him, so that,
until they get fields of their own, he will have
big expenses, but he is going about things very
wisely. He is anxious to be able, not only to
support himself, but to pay for the upkeep of
the school, He has asked me to take one of his
two cows in exchange for books and slates.

. I am glad to say that, while the boys are
i seeking to become independent of financial help,
‘we do not find them becoming unconcerned
!about our wishes nor indifferent to our counsels,

_ | Of course, there are always the dangers conses

| quent upon prosperity, but we . trust that in
‘God’s mercy they will be kept humble, The
native is all too prone to flutter, and when he
sees anyone better off than he is, he is very apt .
to try to make a fuss of him ‘in the hope of
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getting something in return. We feel, how-
ever, that these Christians must be kept busy
if they are to be happy, healthy and holy. It
is most disappointing to go through the villages
and see strong men sitting or lying about most
of the day. Not that they are absolutely lazy, |
On occasion they are far from it, . But they

need a spur and an inducement, and without |
this, even Christians soon drift into that idle-

ness which is the devil’s opportunity.. It seems
to me, therefore, that if we are to encourage the

Christians to be industrious, we must not cayil o
at their becoming comparatively rich (very:
comparatively), but must seck to instruct them
in the teaching of the Scriptures with regard to
work that will enable one not only to do things
honest in the sight of all men, but also to have
to give to him that needeth. :

I have referred once or twice to a tribe—the
Mankoya—whose district is ‘south-east of here
actoss the Kabompo, Though the district
extends from the Kabompo nearly to Living-
stone, there has not yet been any clfort to open
mission stations within its boundaries. I was
invited by the official in charge to open a station
there, but, in the absence of more workers, it
was out of the question to open work near 200
miles from here. We have a few Mankoya boys
in the school, and we have had a few meetings in
Mankoya villages, but that is all. T was hoping
that, if the district remained unopened, some
friends from home might be sent of God to carry
the gospel thither, as soon as war restrictions were
removed. I now hear, however, that the Bishop |
of Northern Rhodesia intends sending workers |
amongst the Mankeya, so the district will, I/
expect, be closed to us. Such workers would |
be members of the Universities Mission, and, I |
fear, very ritualistic. However, God’s purpeses
will not fail, and perhaps if it is not given to
any of your readers to carry the gospel to the
Mankoya, it may be laid upon the hearts of |
some, earnestly to pray that, whatever else
may be taught, the gospel of the grace of God
may reach the hearts of the people and turn
many to Him, :

A month ago, three of tl stians left us
.,;-;-w; SOMIEIREe the
Congo to work, thinking they would thereby
eﬁ’ﬁ*’”‘i‘ﬁﬁ‘f&‘*‘“ﬁ‘fﬁlcy. They not only forsook
their fellow-Christians and the Lord’s work |
here, but also their wives, and two of them |
their children. It was a real case of turning ©
back to the world, and much prayer was made
‘that they might see their folly and return here.
Prayer was answered and the Providence of
God used the following means.

Heathen people in the villages through which
they passed rebuked them for the choice they
had made, and in some cases refused to sell
them food, lest God should be angry with them

e s
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for aiding His people to do wrong, In other | |

cases the villagers imposed fines upon them for |
the most trivial causes, as for instance, spilling
water in the village, which they said was o bad

sitting on a log instead of on the ground, which

omen and would bring tears to the villuge, and }

they said indicated that they thought the |
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villagers were slaves. Then one of them, who
|l has often’ travelled with me and has never

[/ been ill, got a bad leg, with a good deal of

welling, which made it very difficult to travel.
| They had to pass through another mission
tation, about 150 miles from here, but when
‘ they told the missionary that they were
- Christians, he said he could not believe them.
When they got on further, the people in one of
“the villages told them that they had seen
Christians go off before like them to get work
elsewhere, but they had never secen them come
back. Then finally, one afternoon, two of them
went to chase some antelope on a plain and
nearly fell on a huge snake that rose up at them
out of the long grass. They hurried back to
their camp, but all night long they could not
sleep, but spent the time talking over their
folly in running away. The result was that in

the morning they rose up to return. On the !

way, the ringleader, afraid of being laughed at,
decided to spend two months at the Mission
Station I have mentioned, but the other two
would not be satisfied with anything less than
to come right back and confess their wrong-

doing. - They were received with much joy by |

the other Christians, and the whole incident
has had a good effect upon all, not only as
showing the folly of choosing the shadows of
worldly prosperity at the expense of spiritual
progress, but also as being a very clear and
definite answer to prayer.

G. R. Suckling.
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