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| News from North Rhodesia.

(Taken from private letter of Miss Cowl, who had been il Dl was better

when she wrofe))

MUST tell you something that happensd when
I wo cnmo hore,  One ol the men lad nng

anecident with  his  gun hefore wo cnmoe and |
noarly shol hin eyo oul s all was done Hhnl eould
ba dong, bal ho waw blad i thal oy, Seowe sl
guthered one morning for prayer with all the hoys
and with Kansn himsoll,  Wao askod Tor hig sight
lo bo resloved,  Tho man helioved God conld da
it, und the boys said that if God did then all the
people wonld believe that Jesus was ronlly hose
with us, We had the assurauce given thal God
was going to do it. In a very few days ha way
able to see such things as a cup or a pencil at
quite a good distance away. We are still praising
for the complete restoration which we are assured
‘iz coming. Will you all praise with us, and pray
‘much for this dear man; he is one of the most
promising here and. he has been through much
trouble boefere. Me lost his wife gome time ago
and yet he trusts on, and when he prayed for hig
eye he said he was quite willing for God’s will to
be ‘done. e .

| We were nineteen days on the trek, going out
[of our way to vislt villages off the path, We had
some vory interesting experioncos; we crossod the
Mutanda enco and the Lunga five timoes, mostly in
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native dug ot hoats, Onee wo were envried ovor
in Ahe mnehitlas with the pole on the Teads of he
men and the machilla nearly toneling  the waloer,
Both vivern ave vary prelty, - At theeo villigen wi
e to, they wore hinving o death dames, hnd wa
only honed he boaling of Uh&™deans they will
never ol us seo what they do, Wa went Lo thires
vitlyros whore  Lhey have  nover
Missionary, bul were only able to have a shot
service, which we feel is nol mucl i any good,
hocause il leaves them with only such a vaguo
impression of the whole thing. ;

We saw the tracks of lions, hippos and elephants,
but the real things are still things of books only to
us: we have heard the distant roar of a lion sinece
we have been here, but he was probably over two
miles away over the river,

As wo passod through Kusempa, the Native Com-

hefore seen a -

missioner and lis wife entertained us for a day,

and we slept ‘in the empty police house. That

night three storms combined from different divec-
tions, and there was o terrific storm for sbout
eleven hours, s0 that we were very thankful not

to bo in tents, Ad wo walelod the lightning froin
the verandaly of My, Woad
nover to be forgolten,
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; AONDELAND is not marked on

Northern Hhodesia which lies in
almost the extreme north-west. It is a
territory about the same size as the mid-
lands of England, bounded on the north

by the Belgian Congo border, and there-

! most maps, but it is that part of
|
f

|
|

fore on the watershed of the Zambesi.
The greater part of the country is over
4,000 feet above sea level, and it is there-
fore never excessively hot, The whole
country lies within the forest belt of
Central Afriea, and it is also within the
tetse fly area, so that no cattle live in it.
On the whole, it can be called a healthy
country.

The Vakaonde tribe numbers about
80,000 people, who are scattered over the
whole  of this area, so that you will
realize that villages are few and far be-
tween. The villages consist of anywhere
from ten to forty huts, and are olten
found in groups of three or four. They
are mostly situated on the bigger rivers,
The tribe is semi-nomadic in character.
This is due to the fact that their system
of agriculture is bad; they never rotate
their crops, so that their gardens cease to
yield sufficient produce to feed them

after a few years, and they are compelled -

to move to a new site; this they eannot
‘do uitil they have had the sanction of
the (iovernment officials,

It may not be '
. known by all that this country is under

Kaondeland. @ |

North West Rhodesia.

Herbert G. Pircuet.

the jurisdiction of the British South |
Afriea Company, commonly known as

the Chartered Company; ’t?le alfairs ol
the company are supervised by the

Governor-General of the Union of South

Africa, who is High Commissioner.

To evangelize this tribe is the object,
of the S.A.G.M., and with this in view
two stations have been established in
the country, separated {rom one hnother
by a distance of about 160 miles (Chisa-
Iala and The Blanche Memorial Mission |
Station at Musonwedzi). But, though
these two stations are so far apart, the
work is essentially one. The people are!
always on the move from place to place, |
and boys on one station are in constant|
communication with those on the other|
station, and compare notes with one
another, et

To man this field we have at present
seven worlkers, four more being on fur-
lough. We must always allow for that |

number being away from the field, there- | .

fore you will see that we are very short-

handed, and our first need is reinforce- |

ments. But if reinforcements are to be
forthcoming it is necessary for you at
home to know something of the opporfu-
nities olicred and of the people amongst
whom we are working, and also some-
thing of the dillienitics with which we
have to contend. I think I will put the |

difficulties first, beeause I have an ideay—>
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) 7 that EBoglish speaking people we fur
[more likkely to volunteer for an enterprise

\\ht 1 ik pogresses unc? mmu ohslacles
lu mu ee w(\ ‘g 40
I think you would lnlw nw (o 1114 por-

feetly frank about these diflicultics and
Bindvances, so 1 will come steaight to
the point,

In this country the white population
is very small, and consists entirely of
officials, store kccpels (of whom there are
two), and missionaries in about equal
numbers. A native has only to go to the
magistrate and say that his wife does
not do his work properly, and the offi-
cials will give him a divorce. Taxation
is on the hut basis, and this means that
the native pays a ten shilling tax for each
wife that he has, so that the Chartered
(,ompa,ny pmht by polygamy, :
~ The native is an apathetic individual
in whom it is difficult to raise any enthu-
siasm; hie iy anceustomed to having
white men in his country, so that we nre

ﬂtml even objeels of unmnuly to him. But
<1 would suy here that he is o gentlenan
mH seldom discourteous and Tng great
S powers of endurance (he can owﬂl\r do
forty miles in o day carvying a load of
thirty or forty pounds). e is not
savage; his moral character i3 not one
whit worse than that of many Iuro-
peans; indeed, Chere are certain sing
committed by white men which the
native does not dream of practising, and
only knows of as he comes into confnet
with *f civilization.””  Ile is ignorant,
and he has not got a high stadnrd of
living, but he is no more dirty than n
great many of our fellow counlrymen,
Personally, T do not consider he 1s idle;
but it is only fair to state that some of
my fellow-workers who have much more
expericnce than T have do consider him
so. My own idea is that it is wonderful)
that he works as well as he does, seeing|
that it was only about twenty years ago|
that white men came into the country; .1.
till then the native had‘no need of.
money, his wants being very few, and
 those easily supplied. Iis need of work-
ing was created by the demand for tax

',}from him, i.e., a demand that he should

pay tax for the privilege of having his
cnunf‘r’y‘ administered by the white man,
a privilege which, perhaps, he does not
altoae_ther apprecinte.  The
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slendy, wm!:um'd work Iy quite foreigng®
Lo the native; he sees no need to pebl
through with o job, Tor all hiy hm!ﬂlum\
help him to think that there is plenty of |
time ; morcover, why shoutd he Tarry
The lnnp‘( v the job tnles the more money
will he get to buy cloth ; and he will have
no bother about getting a sufficiency of

food, for it is up to his enmLyerjjec

him. Cpl 1LG\ /

You ‘will"want to know something
about his religious beliefs. Well | so do
1! It is very hard to find out anything
definite about them. They believe that
the spirits of the dead are near them and
are able to do them good and to harm
them ; they believe in the existence of
God, but they do not seem to have any
very definite ideas about Him. The
people in the villages will tell you that
they want to follow ILim, and herein lies
the great hope in this work,  Already o
very large number of men and woinen in
the tribe hove said that lhc'\f “ helicve,”
or, to be more necurate, i response to
the preaching of the Gospel, they have
said, © Na itava,” which may be trans-
laked, “ T respoud 5 bul these people
are seattered throughout the tribe, and
with our limited staff it is absolutely im-
possible to keep in touch with them and
to give them construetive and consecu-
tive Christinn teaching,  With our pre-
sent staff I shall, in all plolmblhty, be
the only one available Tor itinerating
work this coming dry season, and that -
menns that nnly n few villages can be
visited Degides those that are in the
vicinity of the stations,  We need young
men who are willing to live an outdoor
life, under canvas, for about seven
months of the year; such, if they are
good shots, which I am not, can live by
their guns to a very great oxtent What
troubles me is this: The war has now
“been over for more than a year, and yet
.we have not had one man added to our
sLaiI How is it that young men, at a

moment’s notice, could leave their occu- -
putlons and go off to the front, and yet -
few are fortl;commg for the service of
Jesus Christ 7 What shames me is that
whilst young men are clinging to their
homes, young women are ready to come -
out and take up this work, wlnc.]l is ery- -

F 5 i

ides. of  inealond farwmen
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Blanche Memorial M.S., N. Rhodesia.
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% “vipanda.”

4 )

G2

f HE Son of God was manifested
that He K might destroy the
works of ‘the devil,” and lately

“we have been privileged to see the
manifestation of His power against the
powers of darkness in this eountry.
has come so suddenly that one feels
overflowing with praise, and yet very
much humbled before God.

When Mr. Pirouet and I were visit-
ing a near village, about three weeks
ago, we entered into conversation with
the headman, Mutumbwe,” concerning
an untidy arrangement of sticks (called
“vipanda’), on which were perched
horns and skulls of animals, and which
were erected near the spot where we
were sitting. These are. to be seen in
all villages and we had heard that in
some way they were connected with the
worship of ancestors; how, we did not
know. In spite of our efforts we did
not get all the information we desired
owing to the difficulty of making our-
selves understood, and the still greater
difficulty of understanding what was
said to us.

The following afternoon we were
together for language study with an
evangelist to help us, and we asked him
to tell us the whole matter of these
What he told us showed

 that when these people are sick, or de-

sire rain, or are going hunting, they
appeal through these ‘““vipanda’ to the
spirits of the dead, who according to
their idea exercise a supreme power
over them for good or evil. Needless
to say, the knowledge of such things
coloured the thought life and the
prayer life of us all.

A fortnight ago we heard of a hend-
man (Mpara) sick in a village ahout 12

~miles away, and Mr, Pirouet and T

eycled out to see if there was anything

12
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_remaining in the village.
‘conversation followed, in which several

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PIONEER.

biZ2lol9] }
and Won.

Florence Alderton.

we could do for him. There was little
to be done beyond showing sympathy, .
for he was beyond human aid, but we |
lelt that this was an opportunity for
our Christians to show love to one of
their own people, a thing they are
slow to do. We lelt that it was the
matter as well as ours, and that it
would be good if we as a church went
together to visit him again,

Last Wednesday we went, little
knowing the big issues involved. Mr, 1
Foster had a long conversation with'
Mpara, putting the truth very plainly
to him once more. I say ““once more *’
because this village is only a mile away
from the old site of the Station, and the
people had heard the Gospel story again
and again; they had hardened their
hearts, being unwilling to give up their
evil customs.  The old man now said
that he believed, and wanted to follow
Jesus. Kapandura, one of our boys,
then addressed all who had gathered in
the village and, as he concluded, the
majority of the men of Mpara’s village
said they had believed long ago, and
that it was the women who were slow
Mr. Foster asked why, if
that were so, were the * vipanda ** still
A lengthy

other headmen who ““chanced” to visit
the wvillage that day, took part.
Finally, the sick man said that he was
willing to burn the sficks, and throw
away the horns and skulls into a bush.
Shabwanga, the headman of a village
4 miles away from our station, agreed
to do the same. We asked why they
should not burn all, and found that
they were afraid if they did so, they
would in future he ursuccessful in hunt-
ing.  Lventually Shabwanga said he
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- would do so.

. in his village.

3 (Ocnﬂ'a{)

THE

was willing to burn all, telling.us that
the next time we passed through his
village the deed would be done.

Two days later this headman came to
 the station to sell fowls, and while 'l
was buying I asked him i# he had
 burnt the ‘““vipanda.” He said that he
had not because he had been delayed in
returning to his village, but that when
e should return that afternoon he
I said that we should like
to be present, and he agreed to await
pur arrival. We were, however, pre-
vented from going on account of rain,

- sv we sent a message to say that we

wuuid go and hold our Sunday service

Sunday (yesterday) came and " we

went accompanied by the evangelists,
. olher
- The first sight which greeted our eyes

boys and some of the women,

was & heap of sticks and horns and

. skulls flat on the ground ready for

burning.  Shabwanga was not there.
e had had to go to a Boma (govern-
ment post), far distant, to take a letter,

- and would not be back for perhaps

three weeks., He had shown his will-
ingness, however, for the hurning to

- take place, and had left messages about

it, A service followed, a service in
which we felt the power of the presence
of God. - At the end it was suggested
that whoever wanted to follow the Lord
truly should set light to the *vipanda.”
A relative of the chief immediately did
so. Can you imagine our feelings?
More was to follow. Mutumbwe, the

W

y hu“ninéx

- headman whom I have previously men-
_tioned, was present, having followed us
along the path from his village, and he

- too expressed willingness to burn the

“vipanda” in his village on his return.
This morning we cycled to his village
and there we saw the remains of the

What we heard filled our
with iov. The burning had

SOUTH AFRICAN

Most of the people were -
. away'in their gardens and’ we sat and
. talked to the few who remained in the
. village,
. heprts’
~ taken place V("‘iff"l‘(lﬂ.'y’.‘
5'-1&5‘& had been willing for it to happen.

. season.

All in the vil-

Gy

PIONEER.
The procecdings had been followed by
prayer to (od, The muan who was.

giving us this information had been out
hunting this morning and had killed an
animal.

All this means much to those of us
who are new comers. What does it
mean to Mr. and Mrs. Toster, who have
been working here for (lwo years?
Still more, what will it mean to Mr.
and Mrs. Wilson, and Mr. and Mrs.
Vernon, the two latter on [furlough in
America, the others fililig the gap at
Chisalala after nearly five years here?
They have been patiently working these
long years. 1 wonder, too, what it
means to those in Heaven. This thing
is unique in Kaonde. land. A big
battle has been fought and won, and
what is going to [follow?  Terrilic
attacks on the part of the powers ol
evil, and surely, further manifestations

" of the power of the One who said, “1

have given you power . . . all
the power of the enemy.”

Do pray that we may be kept very
humble at the {cet of our Lord and very
close to Him, so eclose that we shall not
miss any whisper of His voice, and that
we may be in suech harmony with Him
that He may be able to work out His
purposes through us. ““He is able to de-
liver magnificently,” and our hearts
rise up in praise to IIim to whom all
power ig given.

Since writing the above, we have |
again  visited Mpara’s village.  We
found Mpara, whom we had [elt to be
beyond human aid, sitting outside his |
hut apparently very much better in
health, and looking round the village
we found to our joy that not a single
“vyipanda’ remained.  Truly our God |
doeth wondrous things! Swamps and |
swollen streams now make it impaossible
to reach any of the villages exeept
Mutumbwe’s until the end of the rainy
Mav God teach us how to go
to their aid in intercession, and-may the
very fact that we are unable te go in
nerson mean that they will learn fo get
help straight from God THmsell.

« OVEY
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_lage to another.

;and indifferent.

Chisalala, Rhodesia,

- HIE Son of Man came not to be
ministered unto but to minis-
ter.”” **1 have given you an

example that ye should do as L have
done unto you.”  Fo each of us is
given a sphere in which to minister,
and each sphere has its own peculiari-
ties,  Some spheres are productive of
rapid results whilst others eventually
bear precious fruit, but demand mueh
paticnee in waiting for it.

It has been my privilege during the
last few months to cover some six or
seven hundred miles, sometimes in the
company of others, and for two wecks
alone, endeavouring to minister t¢ the
mhabitants of about seventy villuges.
The toil of the road has at times been
heavy, at times decidedly damyp, but
there has always heen the joy of serviee
for Churist.

In August, 1910, my path was to
the North-west of Chisalala Lhirough
some  very fine  scenie country, but
though the power and glory of the Lord
was evident in nature, the power and
subtlety of the devil was inanilest in the
villages that were hidden at intervalg
in the vast shady forest.  The distance
between  villages  varies  considerably,
sometimes one comes across a group of
three or four, distanced a hall to three
miles of each other, and others, single
villages, with ten or even twenty miles
between them. In one instance we tra-
velled twenty-seven miles {from one vil-
Then again, these
villages when reached are not what one
could term large—perhaps fifty souls,
perhaps a hundred; and when one is
reached at the end of n day’s tiring
“trek ” the audience is usually small
As a general rule the
reception given to the Word iy any-
thing but hearty; at one village they
refused a hearing. But there are

< merey drops ’? given, as for instance

the Headman of one of the villages

THE SOUTHE AFRICAN 1}

A Time of Sowing.

WNFRC L
ettt

(8

2

A. A. Wilson.

running after the missionary to make
known his desire to follow the Lord,

At one village in the extreme nortl.

west corner of the district where they

had not heard the Word before, the idey |

prevailed that the white man had some
peculiar medicine to give away that
would — bring ™ everlasting  life. At
another place the people had been up
all night celebrating one of their most
evil customs, with the result that the
fearing given to the preached Word
was anything but an intelligent one.
On our return journey we went out
ol our way to an isolated village and
were rewarded by hearing eight women
profess a ** belief ” in Jesus.  Later we
jeame to a village that had been [ye-
quently visited by the bhoys,
deeasionally by the Turopenn workers,
“but the reception and attention given
while the Word was being prenched was
anything hut inspiring. It was quite
clearly seen in those -villages, as - was
borne oul hy the testimony of a chiel
who came Lo me at the Station, that the
idea prevalent in o the minds  of the
‘majority ol tliese people  is  purely
_materinlistic, ** beliel in Jesusg heing
some new cult that they are all keen Lo
join,  The chiel referred 1o came and
suid that he wanled Lo follow God, and
upon closely questioning him, T learned
‘that his desire wasnot actuated by sense
ol his guilt of sin and his consequent
lost condition, but that he didn’t want
‘to be left behind: many of his fellows
“believed * and he didn’t want to be
Jleft ““ bunke *’ (alone) as he put it.

Our trip south in Qetober, as a party |

of five workers, took us to districts very
rarely reached hitherto, and we found
the same evidences as are invariably

&

¥

mm——
and -

found, that where they had heard the -

Word previously there was a distinet

carelessness, and where they were hear-

ing it for the first time, a cert;{tin'
amount of eagerness. At places during
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that trip we had some good audiences;
S was o bine of sowing, and il workers

¢ gre Tortheoming speedily there may soon

i lot of important itinerary work.

AR I TG

{ - attend.

e
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be o time of reaping.  We do what we
can, but our limited numbers curtail a
We
visited one old chief, Mujimanzolu, a
most pathetic picture, and spoke to him
about our errand, but when we had our
GGospel service in his village he did not
Another chief, Nyoka, showed
a very keen interest when we arrived at
his village, and the three or four ser-
vices we held there were well attended,
he himself only missing one of them.
Word has just come to us that Nyoka is
Jying—perhaps without God and with-
out hope in the world, who can tell?
We were only able to sow, perhaps the
sced fell on good ground—God knows !

It was on our return journey [rom,

Musonwedzi that we had a well-nttend-
ed service at Ingwe’s—another chicl of
the district.  There we learned that the
chiel wanted to follow God, and he be-
ing absent we left word for him to visit
us at the Station that we might learn
more ahout him and his desires and do
what we could to help him. Te eame
about o month later and we discovered,
as we have mentioned in Uhe earlier part
of this letter, that so far his secking is
actunted purely by his des've not to be
= left out of the ** fashion,”

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PLONEIR,

of our diskriet.

(i

The latter part of Junwsry our litthe

Tatnily took o six days’ trip Lo the vil-
lages south-west of Chisalale, which s
one ol the niost thickly populated parls
We visited sixteen vil-
lages during those six «ays, covering
ninety miles by the time we returned
to the Station. We had a very busy
time, and thoroughly enjoyed our privi-
leges, being made glad on one oceasion.
by the clear testimony of the headman
of one of the villages.
! One wonderful thing about that little
trip was that although taken in the
midst of the rainy season we were nol
once caught in the rain, at times it
seemed as though the Lord was holding
back the rain just uniil we had our
camp pitehed. For these angd many
other mercies that ave continually be-
stowed upon us we pratse our Lord.

We are now settled dewn to the com-
mon daily round ol Station life, send-
ing out our milive helpers weekly, and
visiting near-by villages as opporlanily

offers.  We have a unique happening
here.  The chiel ol this  immedinte

vicinity, Kapijimpanga, has aceepted
our invitalion and bas come lo the
Station lor medieal  treatment,  We
don’t know how long he will stoy, hut
pray that the Lord will toueh his heart
to receive of the ministration of the
Great Physician to the healing of his
soul,
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An Urgent Need. **
Chisalala, N. Rhodesia, A. A. Wilson.

AT the end of my last Pioneer letter
I think I mentioned that ](api:
Jimpanga, our local chief,” had

tome to the Station for a little mediean]

~ attention. He stayed with ug for two

Coming in contact with the villagers
and village life during my travels round
this district, T have heen impressed by
the lack of any evidence of a genuine
tumning To God, exeept in a few indi

‘Wweeks and returned with his foot healed.
Ve endeavoured to attend to his
fpiritual needs also, but with no ap- .
. parent results. Still, we learned to
- know him better and perhaps a way has
heen paved for results later; we have
i faith to believe anyway, and he is made
. & special subject of prayer at Chisalala,
- Why not alsg among Home Ielpers

vidual eases, for in the large majority
of the villages that I have visited one
would have thought that the peaple
thereof had never heard the Gospel, It
seems quite clear that they have as a
whole got hold of the idea that belief in
Jesus necessitates not seeing death, and
consequenthy many have forsaken their
faith because their ¢hildren or other -

B o ol. 33-93(0'1‘1”‘; SOUTH AR

‘:';’:lu ves have pone the way of all
flesh. We had o littie experience on
our Lrip in January (hat impressed this

i s Fivie et e |k

taken very suddenly, and during the
first year of their lives, the last, Paul,
being taken at that interesting age when

——

fact upon usp—
e AT R

Nyundu’s village is about 15 miles
f'rom the Station, and we made it ma.;'
first stuy. After settling our camp we
all gothered in the villnge for g Gospel
serviee, and after the Missionary had

-spoken for a short time our evangelist,
John, spoke to them about back-sliding,
and called upon them to return to God.
- In'the middle of the discourse a man

interrupted with the remark, “1 be

' kicvwl in Jesus, and soon after T did s
fmy child died; il God 1s a God of life
[ns you say He is, He would not send
]i;deuth.” Then came & splendid testi-
ymony.  “‘I have lost three children,”
| replied John, ““they were all that I had,
I don’t know why God didn’t allow me
'to keep them, but this I know, He i
. \dble to keep them hetter than I could;
e has all wisdom, ‘and T know that
some day I am poing to see them again,”
Trom this he went on further exhorting
them to trust in the Lord, and explain-
ing again what belief in Jesus really
meant and what eternal life really was,

d6 hn
e

Now let me tell yvou more about John's
™ losses and you will the better be able to
. appreciate this testimony. John is a
N this tes :

“>man who is particularly fond of chil-
C:\USEfS“Pau'\De;:_; dren.  Tach of his little ones have been

_2)@/2017 11:33 AM

he was just learning to walk,
of his death rvenched us as we were re-
7,"‘l.|1|'|1ing [rom Musonwedzi last Novem-
S bher. 10 seemed wb the time as though
¢ poor John would never get over it; he
seemed so hard hit, Tn faet, soon alter
our arrival here in the early days of
December, he eame  with  his  wife,
Kurimbwa, the only haplized Kaonde
woman, to say that they could not take
Communion beeanse their hearts were

so heavy; they couldn’t understand it |

all and were almost doubling God's
goodness.  We were enabled to esla-
blish them in the [aith apgain, and the
next day they attended Communion,
their whole atfitude heing changed.
Their perfect trust in the Lord was con-

night at Nyundu’s.

made on their hehalf,

}

heavy; many turned back, declaring
that the Missionary was telling them

The news |

firmed by the testimony given that
Since then some
from that village have confessed their
back-sliding and asked for prayer to be §

The ““ flu”” epidemic that swept this
way dm-irﬁfﬁf}i‘f‘i"'Y:if’ifﬁ?i-“ﬁﬁ“f:ﬁ{ 1018 was &
|.also a means of sifting ; because in some,
" villages the death toll was exceedingly.
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t some fable. On the other hand many

others took up Lhe messuges that were
delivered  from time to time as indi-
cating. some new lashion to be culti-
vated, as in the instance of the head-
man, Ingwe, of whom I wrote in my
last letter. There seems to be sadly
lacking in the majority of cases the
neeessary convicltion of sin.

From these facts then you will readily
perceive that there is need of extensive
itineration work in order to effectually
[ollow up the good work that has
already been done. All round they are

. {ulling away : they are gelting farther

and farther away from the light that
they once had, and we are totally insuffi-
cient (humanly speaking) 1o cope with
the task of helping them. We need re-
inforcements, and that need. has been
urgent for the last three or four years,

- The writer of this letter will shortly have

to leave with his wife and ehild Tor

a rest. Then there will be five white)

workers and  about  a  dozen  nalive

workers o manage the work on  twol
stations, 170 miles apart, and to cvan-

gelise 80,000 square miles, with a popu-
lation of ahout one person to the square
mile,  We are continually hearing that
new workers are not available,  Why
not? II God’s people are willing to be-
Nieve and be used, all things are possi-

. ble with God! TFacilities for travelling

|
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will be provided; restrictions made by
the world’s governments ust be re-
moved if we believe- -who then 1s will-
ing P Are these 80,000 odd people Lo be
for ever left in their spiritual squaler,
neglected, because those who bear the
name of Christ are wavering in faith?
Let us take up this challenge, for we
cannot expect these who are recently
out of the darkness of heathenism and
more or less newly experiencing the
marvellous light of the Gospel of Christ
to put ““God first”” and “‘seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness,”” if we who are more enlightened
and supposed to be stronger in the faith
are seeking our own interests first!

The task here in aondeland is a very
heavy one and we need to be “ Facing
the foe together.”” 1I[ this part of
Rhbodesin is included in the S.AG.M.
“Forward Movement” then et the mes-
sage of the hymn spur us on to more
encrgetic and  [nithful elfort on onr
Lord’s behall,

“Tineamped along the hills of light,
Ye Christian soldiers rise,

And press the battle cre the nighl
Shall veil the glowing skics;
Apainst the foe in veles below

Let wll our strength he hurled;
IFaith is the victory, we know,
That overcomes the world.”
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o163 Northern Rhodesia.
BLANCHE MEMORIAL M.S,

- Cuanres S. FosTER.

IIE past year began, owing to the
sevére illness of Mrs. Ilarris and
their consequent inability to return

to the field, with the transferring of the
Wilsgns to Chisalala. This l¢ft Mrs. Foster
and me alone at Musonwedzi until Septem-
~ ber, when we were joined by Mr. Pirouet.
- During that time we were kept very busy,
' a8 with schoo] work, building work and
- medienl work, logether with the ordinary
_ youtine of Station life, there was more thon

enough for us to do.,
est to state brielly the duties ‘which fell to
my lot during that time. I had the build-
ing work to superintend, which included
brickmaking, brickburning, bricklaying,
carpentry work and sawpit work, besides
the necessary sharpening of saws and other
tools. Together with this there was grain
to buy, meat to shoot, men to employ,
wages to pay, books to keep, lessons to
teach, letters, many, to write, and few to
read, reports -to send, sermons to preach,

“mambos” to hear, disputes to scttle und

P

b2 .
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Tt might be of inter-"
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“Heyl the mostimportantst
been tiken, nud s A
are longing for the time w
. completed portions ol the
this “language.

shortage of workoers, thin yeor hns been ”!'.(:
of rend progress, and we Lrust t.huL‘ 1_.|:fu"
muy  be un abundanee ol lt.hnn!c:\gu;_ub.
aseend to God on our behall for all ,H".
blessings which 1fe has so abundantly " be-

stowed upon those of us who are ‘lubourmg
spite of the in Kaondeland.

eps forward that hay
body of workers we
hen we shall have
Word of God in

On the whole we feel thu-tE _i{x_
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u dozen and one le,hcr things to do that
only a missionary knows anything about,
It was thenr that we erceted our permanent
green brick school and chapel building, con-
taining one large assembly room, with scat-
ing eapacity of two hundred, and three fair-
sized verandah class rooms.

Busy as we were we crowded in one trek
to the Lufupa River, which is about a
hundred miles distant, partly lor a rest and
change, and partly for the purpose of
preaching in the villages on the way. This
proved to be a very profitable trip, not so
much from actual vesults in the villages,

A FAIR SPOT :
Andrew Murray Memorial Field,

but from the understanding it gave us of
the task that lies before us ns workers in
this field. We saw that the time had come
when our method of village evangelization
should be changed, as long itineration trips
in order to reach many villages (which
served a purpose in the past) resulted in
no one, except those who afterwards came
to the Station, getting an adequate under-
standing of the Gospel, We came 1o the
conclusion that concentration was necessary
if effective work was to be done, and this
opinion was conlirmed by all the workers of
this district who gathered at B.M.M.S. for
Distriet Conferenee lust November, We
then deecided, ns o conference, that it would
be far better to spend two or three weeks

in one village an =i huded ’é;r““

stntation of the Gospel than to visit a
dozen or more villages in the same time and
present the Gospel ndequately in none.  Ae-
cordingly we adopted that method of vil-
lage evangelization and have since then
proven the value of it, as the readers of the
Pioneer undoubtedly know through read-
ing our previous reports concerning trips to
some of the nearer villages and the conse-
quent decision of the people to burn their
“‘yipanda,” and to give up ““death dances,”
which we fcel is the biggest victory yet
gained in Kaondeland.

As the Misses Alderton and
Cow!l were compelled, on ac-
count. of the illness of the
latler, to remain ol B.M,M.S,
at the clese of our District
Conference for the rainy sca-
son, our stalf was greatly aug.
mented. This enabled us to do
noogreat deal more medieal
work  than  would  otherwise
have been possible. Not only
were numerowts eases breated
on the Station, but a number
of sick persons were visited in
some ol Lhe nearver “villnges,
which deeply mpressed many
of “the people.  In all this
work, whelher in the villnges
or on the stabion, we deek to
muoke Christ known, not only
as Lhe healer of the body, but
ol the soul, _

Last wel season, in aecord-
ance with another of our 1is-
Irict Conferenee deetsions, we
held o Lhree-months  Bible
sehool for all who cared to

attend,  The subjeets taught were Ol
Testament History from the Creation
-to the Flood, and some important

Christian doctrine. Many who attended
were very interested, and we believe that
much good was accomplished. This has

p cU@c £z

been very manifest in the fuller and richer

preaching of some of the evangelists in
training sinee that time.

Another important decision of our Dis-

triet Conference last November was that
tentative franslation of portions of Serip- !

ture and hymns should be undertaken as
soon a8 possible.

) This has been hegun and -
wnumber of hymna and the Gest Tour ehap-

ters of the Gospel according to Murk have |
We feel that this is one

been completed.
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- From a Circular.

Blanche Memorial M.S. My. and Mrys. . S Foster.

SOME weeks ago we had a wonderful
- manilestation of the Lord’s power
to heal in answer to prayer, which

we belicve has greatly strengthened the

faith of many of ithe boys. One of our

hoys in training was oul hunting, and

when firing at o buck his gun burst and

injured  his - right  eye,  so  badly

that, humanly speaking, we believe that

it would have been impossible to save

it.  As he had violent pains in the

other eye, we wondered il the optie

nerve had not been  affected, and

whether he would also lose the sight of

that eye.  What should we do? Should

we rush him olf to the doector at elene

\llf)—’ 2? -

Hill, over 200 miles away, or should we
pray ?  We felt that we must pray the
matter through. We called the boys
together for special prayer. God heard,
and answered.  The eye which was so
badly damaged is almost as whole ag
the other,  On close examination one
notices o slight sear, but standing at a
distance ol two or three vards one can
see practically no dilference.  The eye

(s nob yet as strong as the other, but he
can read the print in our native Testa-

ment with the other eye closed. We do
praise God for this manifestation of His
love and power.

© News of Angola Party.

'From Miss C. ‘W. Mackintosh, Lealui, Barotseland.

E have had a great event on this
station, viz., the arrival of Mr.
Bailey with his reinforcement for

the Angola Mission (Andrew Murray
Memorial). Mr. Jakeman, who came fo
meet them with 800 porters, was in and
out several times lately on his way to
and from the Government Station at
Mongu to arrange formalities and facili-
ties for entering Portuguese territory,
clearing bageage, ete. ~And then the
vanguard began to visit us—in ones and
twos, and very pleased we were to see
them. I'riday was a great day of arri-
vals; at lunch we had Mr. Procter, Mr.
Pearson, and Dr. Martyn Watney, whom
I had seen on board ship. At 8 p.m,
the Paramount Chief, Yetta, returned to
his capital after being away three weeks
hunting. - We expected the rest of the
S.A.G:M. party on Saturday, but they
" did'not come, Instead, they arrived on
Sunday in the middle of church service,
and we were so glad to have them with
a8, They.stayed to lunch at M. Jalla’s,
and ‘to the alternoon serviee for Chris-

tians. The Paramount Chief, who had
been at morning service, returned for the
afternoon one, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Procter,
and Mr, Lewis all spoke a few words,
which M. Jalla interpreted (the other
gentlemen were not there that time), and
Yetta III. and two of his chiefs made
speeches of thanks and welcome to their
party. Afterwards Yetta came to tea
with us all, and they seemed to have
been much impressed by him—favour-
ably impressed, of course, T mean.

But we were impressed on our part,
and I must relate how. - While we were
all taking a cup of tea after lunch we
heard beautiful singing; we all ran out,
and found about 60 or 70 of Mr, Jake-
man’s porters, who had just arrived.
from the forest with loads of firewood,
and were squatting under a tree in the

- open space which forms the middle of

this station. When we came out to
them, they eaught sight of Mr. Bailey,
whom they had not seen for two years,
standing under another tree. At onece
they advanced towards him, dropped
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mto their sitting posture, and clapped  invited them to come in and have tea
their lm:nds for scv‘(rm! minutes with such before gomg on, Before long we had the
expressions of delight in their faces, it  whole Tourteen in the partour of the
was touching to witness! My, J akeman  Chalet Coillard, and alter three-quarters
was with them, and had tea with us, but  of an hour’s rest an refreshment, the
had to leave before Yetta TIT. arrived. rearguard of the Grand Army finally left
It was a _ande?ful sight to see these the station—viz., Mr. Jakeman and Mr,
porters winding in single file over the Bailey, and their boys carrying the guns,
plain. But a much more wonderfu) sight  loaves, bottles of milk, and lemons which
awaited us this morning, when, after M. Jalla offered them. It was truly a

[, SOUTH AFRICAN PIONEER. oy

.

i Upper Row-—Hev, A. . Léwls, l\}ﬁ_sa Jénu{e‘Juc;)meu, Rev, Emil Pearson, Miss Martha I,. Moors, and Rev. J, C. Procter,’

'\ Lower Row—Mrs, Emil Pearson, Mrs, A. J. Lewls/Migs C, L. Neilsen, Rev. A, W, ailey. Miss Matha Dickenson, and
' ; g : Z LR A & e

4 Miss Jennie J_enseu. -
breakfast, the vanguard of the 800  wonderful sight to see this great expedi-

- porters began to pass through on their tion winding along the plain, and filled

~ final start for the Portuguese border.  one with joy to think of all these young

- The road from their camp hy the river  people, so full of energy, devoting thejr

- lay direct through our station and on to  best years to the hest of causes, We'
o Lealui, so.I was the first to see them  were very favourably impressed with
. pussing my doer, and the single files  them all, and I only hope and pray they -
. Weat. on passing from 8 a.m. til] 9.45, may accomplish a preat work, through

. When the fiest machilas arrived with the  the power of Ged, and be kept well

. Indies, and we all ran out, and M. Jalla  through their long journey. ek

e e e ST S e P
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. In Praise of the Vakaonde )
Chisalala, N, Rhodesia. Herbert G, Pirouet. :

I HAVE just come in from a visit to a
near by village, and feel that I must
sit down and write nice things about

the Vakaondej not that anything very

‘| particular happened in that village, 1

merely sat and talked with the people|
for a short time, but every fresh contaet |
I have with them makes me like them |
better, You all know Proverbs viii, 80,
81, “I was daily His delight, rejoicing’|

C:\Users\Paul\Desktop\Mission periodicaly 1907_1945_ headings.docx 2/ 3/2017 11:33 AM




The South African Pioneer: 1920, Vol. 33
o 2 pl2 gty T ,«/,@rtlcles about missionary schools in the NWP)

paﬂ»&égl

#13"

2
always before Him; rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth; and
my delights were with the sons of
men.”> I think those verses are
delightful in cvery way. Certainly
I rejoice in this °° habitable part of
the earth *’; and so would you, if you
could sece its beauty. It is just putting
on its spring coat. Hundreds and hun-
-dreds of trees are putting out their new
leaves, and these are red; the effect is
beautiful beyond all words to describe.
Then I can truly say that my ‘‘delights
are with the sons of men®’ in this ““habit-
able part of the earth.” Not only has
God set me in a delightful part of His
world, but He has set me amongst a
specmlly delightful people. Ihave only
been in the eountly fifteen months, it is
true, but in that time I have never ex-
)cricnccd anything but courtesy and

indness, with one or two very trifling
¢xceptions, which it would be wun-
- penerous to think about.  Irom the
first trek I took I have found travelling
with carriers the most delightful way of
travelling. * I should imagine I have
done as much trekking as most people
in a similar length of time, and not once
have T had the smallest bother of any
sort with the carriers; they have done
' their tiring work cheerfully and uncom-
' plainingly, even when we were short of
food, as was once the case. I am writ-
ing this because I want you to know how
very well worth while work amongst
these people is. [ Let me give you an
example of their thought for us.

Last year I was on my way down to

| Musonwedzi with 20 carriers.  One
| day we went a 22
the Luma River. T had gone ahead
with my cook and an.evangelist, and one

. or two boys who had very light loads.

|
|
|
, We arrived at camp some hours before it
|

was possible for the bulk of the men to’

_arrive, I found my cook had forgotten
to {ill my watersack, s¢' I had no boiled
water to drink, and it was a very hot
day, moreover my kettle was miles be-
hind. The evangelist disappeared, he
- wag gong two hours, and then turned up
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-mile journey to reach

yet.

again with my kettle and all the neces-)
sary things for tea making. He
run till he found the man who was carry-
ing these things, ard then back to me
again. The uwit was that I had tea
two hours ecarlier than I otherwise
should have done. The people are
always thinking of things of that sort.
But do not run away with the idea that
they are saints.
thoroughly enthusiastic over them, but
I want you to realise that the devil is
doing much work amongst them.
We see the very best side of them. I

am very glad we do, because we see the |

side that God delights in. But there
is a very bad side to them.
that they are more cruel than Furo-
peans, they are not. These people are
not savages. They are no more savages
than Furopeans.
nee as some ! They are not living under
any dirtier conditions than exist in many
a so-called English “home.”” T have

never been into huts here that are so!

dirty as many Enplish houses. They
are not as dirty in their bodies as many
English are. They are not more super-
stitious than the English, for though
they go in for appeasing the evil spirits

and those of the dead, a large number of |

had!

I want you to be

1t is not |

Pcrhaps not so sav-|

—

them do not believe in their rites, any |

more than a large number of English

helieve in Spiritism. Their spirit wor- |

shin, il it can be called worship, is ex-

actly as poisonous as spiritism in Eng- |
Iand, not a bit more so and not a bit less |

so.  The only difference is that
have not the advantages of edueation
which English people have, and are
therefore not so culpable.  They are not
as avaricious as Furopeans; [or they

They |

Iearned the love of moeuney from them, |

and they have not mastered the lesson
True! they always want a * re-
ward >’ for work done. But have vou
never found your own countrymen dis-
satisfied with what thev receive? Have
vou never heard the railway porter say,

¢ *Hye, Lidy (or Guv’nor), what do vou'

cnll that? » Then I do not know that
they are any lazier than Lmnpt‘mi.
they have reduced the art of sxttnm still,
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Alotng nothing, Lo o very fine one, hut
Ly are no worse than the brickluyer
whao aecused his mate of having so dis-
Cbracted his attention from the job in
Chand that he had Inid four more bricks
_ | than his Union allowed him to (vide
All these things they share in

: g’_mu'h).
v feommon with their Xuropean™ hrother.

- \restraint there is in them.,

¥

£ i \anothcr matter,

| All these things are the work of the
| devil, who is doing all he knows to cor-
irupt and destroy those sons of men in
whom the Son of God takes His delight.
But just as there are special sins
amongst the more civilised peoples, so
are there amongst the Vakaonde. And
Just as it is not the most gross sins, hut
{the most subtle, that it is difficult to
make the Buropean see are sin, so it is
amongst the Vakaonde. There are with
them certain things which make it difli-
cult for them to hecome Christinns, Cer-
tain customs which are inimical to the
I'aith, WhTeh the devil has inlroduced.
These have insome enses a show of good
which makes them all the harder (o
combat.,  Ifor inslance, women will not
speak in front of a lot of men in school,
neither will they Tisten at o mecting i
the villapge where there are a lot
ol men; so that it is impossible for a
lman Lo get a proper hearing for the Cos-
ipel message from them, I would he a
Imatter of “Bumvu” (that is *“*shame™)
Hor them to listen, or to I theiv eyes Lo
ithe speaker, T4 was o diffieully (o pel,
[the only baptised Kuoonde woman to
}f'.()!!!:f to the Lovd's Supper with men,
\

and sit on the same beneh with e
| certuin of the men she might not sit next,
because she was conneeted with them by
marriage; to do so was a matter of
“Bumvu.”  One can understand how
such iaws tended to combat immorality
in a community where there is little
privacy and scanty clothing, but they
are a barrier which requires breaking
down and which must be broken down
with care lest the doing so destroys the
Then take
It is o sign of weakness
fin an”individual to confess that he is
‘guilty of any offence, It may he quite
well known that & particular person is
|guilty, but he will not confess, though
1

£

e
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hie knows that alT know Tis T, Tost hﬂl
|

be thought to he weak : nunather elever
picce ol work on the devil's part,  Now
consider another thing. A man may !
help his relations in eases of sickness but
it would be weak of him to help any
member of another family.  The other
day a man arrived here having earried
his younger brother, a Tull-grown man,
on his shoulders for. twenty miles, in
order that we might treat his ulcerated’
leg. He was pretty well done up when
he arrived. The other side of the pie-
ture we saw a short time ago, strikingly
illustrated, though I only tell you this
instance of what is common. 1 went to
a village and was asked by the headman
to sec & man who had a bad uleer. I
went into the hut and there T saw the
poor lellow sitting with hlood and mat-
ter slowly oozing from his leg, and ag
he sat there he groaned with pain, Of -
course T eould do nothing for him there,
but T went oulside to where about n
dozen men were sitting, and told them
that il they would carry him to the Mise
sion, a distance oi aboul 50 miles, we
thought we could cure the leg. They
veplied that there were no men to do it,
I snid Lo them, “But whal abont you?
You have nothing .to do but sit still.”
Oh! they belonged to another village,
and all the men of his villlnge were away,
they could not possibly help him] T
Lold Lhem something of what, 1 thought
of them and only wished 1 knew the lane
snge o little hetter so that 1 eoudd ik
ttomore foreibly,  That man will prob-
ably die in ngony heennse of the devil’s
plan that they should only help their
own relatives, I need not point out
what hindranees such things are to the

‘acceptance of all the teaching of Christ -

and how hard it is for them to break

away Irom such customs. I could tell

you of the poor old woman in another
village who was %066 oldto work in the ]
gardens and had no relatives, so only got
food occasionally. It is not ““the cus-
tom” to waste food on the old., I
simply “isn’t done.” Let me tell your.
how we tried to combat that eustom, If
has been the white man’s custom to give |
meat to any headman whose village h
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happens T T Visiting should he kil f
_]m:-’. The men i the hendmnn
mlways  come off well. 1 instituied

unother custom when I found oul Lheir
y plan. I gave instructions that, when my
[ le(.['.l' killed, first of all the old, the sick

| and the boor were to receive meat, then

| the women and children and those who

‘could not fend for themselves, and then,
Sif any meat was left over, the headman
# could have some, and I made my Chris-
Y| tian boys the almoners, 1t was quite a
“\new idea to all, and not exactly a popu-

lar one wih the headman and other men
. (ol the village !

I have ‘tried to show you some of the .

many good qualitics of these people, and
I have tried to show you how the devi]
is tying them down and making it hard
for them to become Christinng. T should
like now to try to show you what they
can beeome when Christ conmes inLo their
lives and reseues them from the power
of the devil.  We have wnongsl o
evangelists heve one  of Me, Bailey’s
carlicst converls, by nume(John) I you
want Lo meet the perfect type of Chris-
tinn gentleman, then come oul here and
get to know Johin,  Ie s not, deeply
trught in the doctrines of Uhe Bible: he
would pass no examination in theology ;
but he walks with God, T am sure it is
no exngeeralion to say that he has one
desire only, and that is to he 1w grood sep-
vt ol Jesus Christ, T wish some Peo-
ple we all have met would take o lesson
from Jolin in the way Lo pray in puablic,
Hiy prayers are never long, hut every
word comes from his heart and is utleroil
with the deepest reverence, I two
minutes he snys more than lots of people
say in twenly, and you know he has
- spoken to God and not to the other
'{_[fuple present.  John is probably the
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st edueated Ko thers i, Dt he iw
absolutely minus ** gide,
wilhoul heing vily,*?

oub of his place.

He never stepy
He lins a0 most de-
ightful  twinkle in  his tye  whieh
betrays his keen sense of humour, With
the sick he is as gentle as'a woman, |
saw him with g dying man the other
day and was lost in admiration, and
the dying man was one of another tribe.
I should like to tell you ol Mukangwa,
another delightful evangelist; of our
Peter, for he is always butting in **;
and of Kari}anda,acharmingschoolboy,
who is in dead carnest if any one cver
was (none of them are, to use Rudyard
Kipling’s expression, “‘plaster saints™’) ;
and ol Kilemberu, whom I baptised the
other day. To mry mind, Kilembern
Always prays as if e was holding God’s
/hand; hut T must stop. Please bhecome

very enthusinstic alout

We want a “Torwand

as Mr. Wilson said in his atlicle in the

Proneenr o short time o L oam very
Yieatons Tormy-Yrkmomile, 1 you don’l
know them you don’t know the tribe
in Africa [ What arc yow gomp To do
tbout 107 They are worth suving, you
know, and there are not a crowd of us
hereo We don’t want “io rob other
tribes, but we do want enotugh people

movement™ here,

for the work.  There are loly ol you
quite available ol home who think yvou
must not deave Mogland,  You ure

making a grent mistako, No one iy in-

dispensable nt home who has not sol q

definite work for Clirigl to which Lie g

she s personnlly called, /Perbaps your

5 10 alloek the 7 Iindilferenes al
home, and then we shall see Lhe rein-
foreements. At any rate, begin being
enthusiastic the  Vakaonde

about
to-day. e Kisdag
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" He iz humble

my Vakoonde:*




