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Muye, Portuguese West

TAYING for a few days on the Kate
Henley Memorial M.S. here, on the
Ninda River, and seeing the mis-

SOUTH AFRICAN

After Eight Years in

Lzt e
South-

1

Angola.

Africa. A. W. Bailey.

very river, on his way to the west coast
told me beside our mutual eamp-fire in
Northern Rhodesia in 1910 by my well-
beloved friend, F. 'S,

skhe Sae -

sionary-in-charge, the Rev. Andrew
MeGill, baptise eight happy native con-
verts in its waters, has indueed o remin-
iscent frame of mind, It recalls the
stories of his exploring trek along this
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AFRICA’S “ QUIET WATERS."

Arnot, the heroic pioneer
missionary of the Garen-
ganze. It "recalls the
pathos of his longing that
the Gospel of eternal sal-
vation might be brought
{o these #ribes, though
his broken health made
it utterly mmpossible for
him  to attempt to
pioneer anothcr  new

ing hunger-year trek that
I made into this country
in 1012, with its mani-
- festations of the un-
changing power and love
of the God of Israel on

field. It recalls the try-

behalf of His ambassa-
dors. It recalls the
crossing of the Zambesi
on my way westward to
begin the Gospel witness,
so long prayed for, in
1014; and the shock of
hearing there, on his
latest * pionecr station,
that my beloved and
honoured friend had just
gone on f{rom Africa’s
burning veldts to Iea-
ven’s golden pavements,

and that his pioneer
mantle was fluttering
down seeking  the

shoulders of a worthy successor, It re-
calls those three vears of struggle on
the old, winding Luanginga; of single-
handed endeavour to assimilate a mix-
ture of native languages,
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| same time the Portuguese language, and
i Portuguese pork and beans wilth cassava-
i meal porridge. 'The memory ol wrest-
 ing the Muye station from the bare
' bush, of the losing struggle with perni-
! sious malaria there until the day that
. my native elders flatly refused to let me
~ die, and dragged me back from the
| gutes of death with their black hands of
. [aith, comes back vividly. Those days
i of trial, faith, and victory there on the
Muye pass i vivid succession. Finally,
- in 1918, the arrival of Mr. Jakeman on
January 1st, and the coming of Mr.
\[cGill three months later, relieved the
. |ong period of single-handed struggling,
_and ushered in a new era in the work.
And now, the eighth year since my
arrivai-has just closed; and what does
a glance at the field reveal of the work-
ing of our covenant-keeping God ? Then,
when I arrived in 1914, there was not a
. mission station, nor & missionary, nor
a Gospel witness in Southern Angola.
Now, there are four stations, spread over
an area some 200 miles east and west
by 120 north and south, with a force of
18 missionaries—four of whom are on
furlongh—exereising their sacred ambas-
- sadorship for their crucified and risen
Lord and Saviour among representatives
ol several native tribes, and having the
joy of seeing hundreds of Africa’s dark-
i skinned and dark-hearted ‘sons and
- danghters turning from their age-long
darkness to Tim Who said, “ 1 am the
light of the world.  IIe that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness, but have
the light of life,”’ Wondering and re-
joicing af what God has wrought, we
find on ‘the - north-castern station,
founded by Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Lewis
less than ten months ago, & little assem-
bly of six native paptised believers wit-
nessing to, and waiting for, their Lord.
On this station on the Ninda we see
another company of eight baptised be~
lievers holding forth the word of light,
s and waiting for their TLord. On the
[ new westernmost station, the I. P.
Huston memorial, founded a year and a

“TITETEG0TH AFRICAN PLONDL.

half ago by Mr. and Mrs, Pearson
and Mr. Proctor, wc att introduced
to an entively dilferent phase of
God’s working - Missions. Al
the powers of opposition, human and
demonic, have secmed  to  converge
against that Gospel citadel on the Kun-
jamba-Kuueiu sonfluence. ~ Soon after
the arrival of the missionaries the black
soldiery of the Government practically
depopulated the region.  The popula-
tion had begun to veturn and settle
about the mission once mMOTe, when the
Government decided to puild a fort and
establish a huge military 1raining centre
within five miles of the station. The
people, terrorised ancw, have fled, ex-
cept for a very few near the station. Mr.
Muir—a member of our latest in-coming
party of new workers—is holding the
fort there sinple-handed, preaching to
nalives and Portuguese the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and gwaiting the next
phase that may develop in the kaleido-
scopic series of experiences that have
made up the brief history of this most
interesting Gospel outpost. If aught
else were needed to add interest to this
spot, our first grave on the Andrew
Murray Memorial Ficld isJocated theve,
holding the precious dust of the firstborn
of Mr, and Mrs. Pearson. In the
Crusades, after the death in battle with
the Moors of the heroic Douglas, the
Crusaders have been said to have used
ns a battle-cry, © The soil that drank
the Douglas blood shall never bear the
Moor.”?” May we nat hope and pray
that the soil that embosoms the dust of

that wee martyr to Afriea’s deadly

climate may refuse 0O harbour longer
the heathen - horrors that have so long
polluted it? There is no thought ol
abandoning the station. We are simply
waiting until the return of the popula-
tion may yarrant the increase of the
personnel, and open the way for a, more
aggressive work, Already several have
been won to Christ there and baptised

and received into fellowship in the native

chureh at the Muye station.
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Who is Daddy's Peu?

by & wee baby hand tuck-
ed i Daddy’s big one and
haby is litted for a Xiss!

I want to tell you abeout
other pets in 8. (.
Africa. In the pletures
you will see some of the
pets and how they are
kept by the " Brown’
people of N. and N. W.

Rhodesia. = Both  the
Kaonde and  the Lanuda
are fond  of the wild
wood-pigeon or  dove,

and  have twa ways of
keeping them, | do nat
know  how  they  cateh
theny prohably in treaps,
which the men and boys
are so clever at making
and selting.  When the
wild dove, whose pretty
cooine  makes the forest
echo, is - canght, some
people  huild e
wrensE honses for thom on
the top of sticks to pro-
tech Che doves fram wild
animads, Others pull ony,
thair il and keep thewn
i Chietr bty just walliine
about freey int when |
found two of our Christian
wen had done this, 1 told
them how it hart the
poor birds and how mueh
better 1t would be just
to end the feathers of
their wings, which did
not hurt them. They had
never thought of this and
wore willing to do so,

nieie

Othor people. build a
proper little mud hut for
doves (also on  sticks)
with a grass roof, just
like u miiniatare house of
tf;ﬁi!‘ own,  (See picturs
3). :

|
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Young People’s—Pag

often this

BIRD LIFE IN NORTH RHODESIA,

Acrosbic !

o L 213 5
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How
question is asked and just as often answered

Cowl.

But by now, I'm sure you ave wondering
what  the picture in the centre is!

Tix N,
Rhodesia, where Dy,
Fisher and his*family are
at work, the Lunda peopla
find a great many  dear
litele  canmies  in the
forest. They urg
such sweet Tittle songsters,
and the people are very
fond of  them as pets,
They very prebly
little cages for them of
sphit. hamboo, and often
in their villages you will
hanging from g
LG, 01 Seo a e cerying
one oo journay  with
him.  'Fhe vanaries like
to eat a special kind of
small grain that grows in
the hush  there.  (The
man in wmy picture did
nob ab.all see why “a wee
hivd in his  wee  cage”
should  he photographed
alove ! and so stood as to

male

S0 o

welo himsell enlieged),
These cages they  make
with “an upper veom,”

into which they pnt gein
and ame as o tep, "Phe
Divel pnaicdis wings nway and
anolher from the forest
coman Lo join o enlers
the “upper room ” and
i caught ! Would it not
be nice i we could all
be such happy little
songsters for Jesns that
others might be attracted
and  caught  too? As
you think of these pets,
will you think of and
pray for those who keep
them, that they who are
uow Perishing may kuow
that they e Purehased
Iy the Precious Blood of
Josus,

Yo can

linish thc"
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Northern Rhodesia.

Through the sreat kindness of the British
and Foreign Bible Society, the Gospel of
Mark, translated by Mr, Foster, is now on
its way to Africg,  The first bit of Gospel

p3F

Ze(l923)YgL 2¢
i THE SOTUTH AFRICAN PIONKER.
12| TR
ever given Lo these Koonde people in their forth 1o Yive and tell of Christ in distant
own language,  Who can measure the villiges,  Sehousts - not. neeessarily for "W
cffeet in days to come?  What a privilege young only- afford one wny of appronch,
to be able Lo say, ** We have given them A-Xaonde Primer_has beenprepared; T
Thy Word ! ” about L80 is required for printing and
By the blessing of God the work in this  binding. '
sphere is spreading, and native helpers go i — D. C. H,
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“The Gates of Hell Shall Not
peol 192209 Preyail,” (623

SOME few months ago one of the
headmen under Kapijimpanga,
our biggest chief, died, and the
_ election of the new man has just taken
place.

. When a man succeeds to a headman-
' *ship, there are many customs with which
‘he has to comply; for instance, he in-
therits his predecessor’s wives, whether
~ he is married already or not. You will
" at once see that a Christian could not be-
come a headman without cutting across
tribal customs of very ancient standing,
or committing sin. We were,, therefore,
very interested when John tofd us, a few
weeks back, that the man who would
] probably be asked to take this headman-
‘\ ship was a Christian, by name Kimeng-
wa ; he added that the elders were mak-

‘ ing things difficult for Kimengwa.
| One day we had a talk with Kimeng-
.‘ wa, and told him that we would
back him up with prayer, and with any
other help we could give him, for a mis-
Isionary cannot deliberately interfere
jwith tribal custom. He told us that
“one thing was hindering him ; the elders
wished him to place his gun at the cross-
roads, then to invoke the dead man
whom he was to succeed, asking him to
give the gun power to kill animals (the

-
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killing of meat comes into the ceremony

ot succession). This he relused to do,
saying that if he could kill in his own

strength he would, but he would have |
nothing to do with invoking the dead. |

We just mentioned these things to Iapi-
jimpanga, but it was impossible to do
much as the name of the successor is
supposed to be a secret till the actual
day of his installation. . Kapijimpanga
made promise lthat when the day came
he would send a messenger to let us
know.

Three days ago the messenger arrived,
saying that all the local men and many
people had assembled at Kapijimpanga's
village, and the chief would be glad if
we would join them.

I went out accom- |

panied by Mr. Rhinéhart and two native -
teachers, Mukangwa and Maluva, We

found a great crowd assembling. There
must have been by sunset some 150
people, which is a crowd here. Ten head-
men and all the most important people
in the country were present., :

At sunset Kapijimpanga called the
headmen and elders together, and said

they wished to hear why I had come.
On his invitation T addressed them, say-
ing that, as we had assembled to appoint

& headmun, it would be right to pray to
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God to guide the minds of those respon-

‘sible for the choice, that they might

choose one who was worthy. Alter
prayer, Kapijimpanga gave me [urther
opportunity to address them. I spoke
priefly, pointing out that if they chose
one who was a Christian it would be im-
possible for him to follow their old cus-
toms, that for him to marry the widows

THE ,SOUTH /AFRICAN PIONELR.
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come here with God’s message to you;
it is for you to hear and to choese in the
fear for im.”” Thereupon much discus-
sion arose, These are some of the argu-

ments which were put to us, and which |

were tackled admirably by Mukangwa

and Maluva, who throughout were splen-

did. One said, “If a man marries a

woman, a widow, whom he inherits, it is

Tl SR R R e e

‘EVERYDAY SCENES IN NORTH RHODESIA,

would be adultery, if he was a married

" man. I said that as a Christian it would

be his duty to see that the widows were
never in want for food, clothing, and all
the necessaries of life; but that they
could not become his wives.
urged them to choose s Christian.,
‘When I had finished speaking, Kapi-

Hjimpanga said to me “You and Mukang-

wa may choose whom you like,” T aaid,
“Oh | na; it is not for me to choose. T

I further _

a public act, done with the approval of
all; therefore he does not commit adul
tery. Adultery is that which is done in
secret.”’ This was answered, and anocther
question brought up. ‘‘If the man does
not inherit the wives there will be
diffieulties later on; people will say that

it was not a real inheritance, because he

did not inherit the wives, and the cus-
toms which we learned from our fore-

fathers have heen broken.”? Then it was -
; . : | T
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suid, *You are asking us to do o hard

}ithing i breaking these ancient customs

ol ours; why should we do so? ™ It was
pointed out that their forefathers had
broken away from God, and we were
only asking them to go back to God, and
to that which was in the beginning.
Then it was urged that the man might be
allowed to inherit one wife, a proposition
which was at once turned down.

(Wimenpwa—s—m—yormg Chivistian with
very hittle knowledge.)  For the rest of
the night these two boys stuck to
Kimengwa, Kyombe, Kapijimpanga's
heir, backed them up, and one other
man supported them. Curiously enough,
this last man has never made any pre-
tence of being a Christian. The rest
either were active in their opposition or
kept silence. The morning ecame, and

1
!

At this stage Kapijimpanga said he
was willing to let the customs go, and
the others agreed. They then chose
Kimengwa. Once he had been named,
there was nothing more that we could
do, so Mr, Rhinchart and I returned to
the station, leaving Mukangwa and
Maluva in charge of the situation.

These two boys put up a splendid
fight, As soon as we were gone some of

| the headmen Degan trying to make
| Kimengwa consent to follow their cus-
toms.  They told Kapijimpanga that it
was very bad that he had consulted the
missionaries and Christiang, and that we
should wipe out all their customs. Some
of these men had themsclves made pro-
fession, Mukangwa and Maluva debated
with them, but made no impression,
They then went aside and prayed for
powery when they  returned Kapijim-
pangn yiclded, wnd from that moment
he was their ally, The fight went on all
night, At one time [Capiiimpangn snw
achendman tallking to Kimengwa, nnd he
told Mukangwa Lo go and help him, suy-

L)

ing, “Sandanombe will talk him over.”
g,

the hour for publicly making the ap-
pointment.  Kapijimpanga over-ruled
all the others, and it was decided that
Kimengwa should inherit, and that he
should not marry cither of the widows.
The old woman he will look aflter, and
Kapijimpanga has decided to look after
the woung one himself. Kimengwa said,
“There is one thing, if you want me to
invoke the dead I will not do ity I will
throw away the headmanship before 1
do such a thing.”” Kapijimpanga replied,
“You shall be made to follow no other
customs but those of God.”” So the mat-
ter ended, all agrecing in the end that,
as he was o Christian, the customs of
the people might be dispensed with.

Our hoys are delighted, Tor they have
scen in operation the power of God Lo
detiver. No sueh thing has ever hefore
huppened in the villages,  This s the
fruit of the Teithful witness of John, Tt
is, we feel, a hig thing, and we have
much to give praise for,  Lvery effort
will he made by the people Lo turn
Kimengwa back to evil, and we know the
light is not yet near an end,
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1'he Way of Extension.*

Musonweji, N. Rhodesia.

ARLY in December Miss Bartling
and I paid the first visit to our
new ont-schools. They are situa-

ted 27 and 21 miles from the Station re-
spectively, and each school is in charge
of two boys.

In the one village, Kabuka’s, the
people were indifferent to the Gospel,
and it was diflicult to get them together,
though there are some believers who are,
we think, learning more of the Lord. In
the mornings upward of 50 children
sgather for school. The sessionbegins with

|Seripture and prayer, the lessons at pre-
[sent being taken from the first chapters
{of Genesis, Afterwards, these are divi-

ded into -four classes for reading and
writing. The adults’ school is held in

/'the afternoon, and some of them are

making rapid progress.

After four days we moved to Kape-
§bi__:§,' the other centre, and there we were
greatly encouraged. The village is not

E. M. Shoosmith.

large, but nearly everyone atténds school
regularly. “Since it was started by Mr.
Wilson in November, 15 people have con-
fessed their belief in the Lord Jesus
Christ. This profession may mean much
or little so far
cerned, but it shows o willingness to
hear and a desire to understand the Gos-
pel, for which we praise God. The boys
in charge are striving to lead these into
a further knowledge of the truth, and
hold a eclass for Christians on Sunday
alternoon,

[ —

So—

kY

as conversion is con-

Another encouraging feature ol the

work here is the way in which Kausa’s
wife is helping him. She is evidently a
leader of others, and does her best to
help the backward ones. When the
teachers come in to join us at the Lord’s.
Table, this girl herself’ preaches in the
village. One incident impressed us dur-
ing our stay. The headman, who has
four wives, was telling us that “‘he had

4

#423)
THE,

i

Rk

“TRaonde man and woman so quict and
calm ; yes, even rejoicing in the presence
of death, They said to the mother,
“When you go to bed and miss your
baby, then you will call us and want to |
ery,”’ but for three weeks they remained
there preaching, their lives showing
forth the power ol the Gospel to save
and to keep. Then they returned, bring-
ing us the names of 28 who had professed
to believe, as a result of what they had
seen in the lives of these two.

18 Sy : :
\Uﬁz_jfiﬁﬁ) t 21
Ibelieved of old,” and she inmtedintely
I suid, **Oh, il that is so, why do you do
so and so? *’ naming things which she
knows to be inconsistent with Christian
life. 1t is good to sce this fearlessuess
in denouncing sin, and we pray that she
may be greatly used of God. She is ask-
ing to be baptised, and is to be instrue-
ted with two other women who have also
expressed this desire.

Kuyena and his wife are to be baptised
shortly. These have been on probation
for a long time and show signs of spiri-
tual growth, and quite lately have given
a splendid testimony. Their baby girl
died in the village, and their relatives
wanted to “cry’’ and perform the usual
death ceremonies. These two refused,
saying that they were Christians, and
that their baby should have a Christian
burial, The father buried the body, and
preached to the people at the graveside.
The villagers were astonished to see a

Thus, the Gospel is being sounded
forth in services, village visitation, and,
most powerfully of all, in the lives of
those who are proving that we have a
Saviiur Who is mighty to keep even in
“darkest Africa.” .

¢ Keep on praying, the Lord is nigh,
Keep on praying, He’ll hear your ery,
GGod has promised, and He is true,
Keep on praying, He’ll answer you.” i
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THE experiences of the last [lew
months may well be likened to
Shadows and Suanshine, but in
the taking of the retrospect we once
more find that By the sure mercies of
God the shadows that came have been
followed by the sumshine.
We were perplexed when scarcity of
food visited us, and when at the same

, fime funds were low, so that from two

sides we were compelled to close down
our school. True, we managed to strug-
gle along and finish the new dwelling
house to the completion of the roof;
but, when the new year came, instead
of being-able to open school, we had to
send nearly all the girls and boys to their
villages to relieve the feeding proposi-
tion, even to the depleting of our little
domestic staffs, and then things seemed
bad. It was right there that the Devil
gave us one of his characteristic thrusts.
'When the number of church members is
less than twenty, after a number of

: years of patient endeavour, it is no easy
"%thing to see one relapse into oldtime

confidence in native quackery, and then
another flagrantly dishonour his Lord.
The joy that came as a palliative in the
latter case was occasioned by the fact
that the whole matter was shown up by
the delinquent’s fellow church-members,
after they had lovingly but vainly en-
deavoured to help him in his weakness.

They knew that many of their fellows

would not correctly estimate their
motives, but they were willing to face
the eriticism. The after-effects are now
being evidenced in some villages:
* Look at ——; how can we believe ?”’
But the Lord has met and overcome that
kind of thing all down the ages; hence
we have sunshine after shadows.

Now for these rifts between the
clouds.  Whilst visiting her relatives,
one of our Christinn women lost her

T

Musonweji, N. Rhodesia.

P&E@f ~

sly ' Shadows and Sunshine™ — .

A. A. Wilson.

baby. As speedily as possible the
father covered the forty miles between
the station and the village. He found
his wife quietly grieving and the vil-
lagers wondering that a Kaonde woman *
could be so quiet. Why was she not

wailing, beating her breast, throwing

herself down in abject misery and de-

spair, as is the custom, and calling upen

her ancestors in her grief?—Surely she

would wail in the night, when the dark-

‘ness gathered, for then she would miss

her ch’id! DBut what was the actual
expericnce? No relatives were per-

mitted to wail; the mother prayed at

the graveside and led in the singing of

a hymn; and, when the father arrived,

he held Gospel meetings, and together

husband and wife witnessed for the Lord

of Life, and their fellows saw parents

sorrowing, yet full of joy in the hope of

the resurrection. The outcome is that

many in the villages are asking for

teachers, and we had the joy of baptiz-

ing husband and wife on New Year’s

Day.

Recently a short trip was made by
eight evangelists, two to cach of the
points of the compass. From the South-
west, the distriet in which resides the
dismissed native worker, comes the news
of distinet opposition to the preaching
of the Gospel and the sound of ¢ there
is nothing in it.”” From two other
points ¢ some believed,” and from the
other, “ why don’t you come oftener?
Send ug teachers.”

One of our three baptised women has
gone to her rest, but three others, wives |
of teachers, may be baptised on Easter
Sunday.  The husband of the trans-
lated one testified to wonderful peace
when the departure toolk place, whilst
her believing parents in this, their new
trial, stepped farther forward in prae-
tical faith. :

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PIONEER. 7

. And now we have reopened school,
;md next week start out to recommence
our two out-schools, and to open a third.
The * cloudy,” rainy season is almost

finished ; soon the ripened harvest will
be gathered in, and then lollows the
* sunshine ™ season.

Pray for us!
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A. A. anp M. L. Wison, E. M. Swmoo-
smitH, I. Bartoivg, anp P. Mapen,

. NNUAL Reports usually call for facts
and figures; but, as these are mostly
at the station,

reach of one who is on trek.

Mr. and Mrs, Foster and Miss Cowl have
been on furlongh, but the coming of new
workers early in the year brought some of
the needed reinforeements, and those same
workers have given of their best. The
visit of Mr, Bowen was a time of grent re-
freshing to all, and hélped o strengthen us

they are beyond the

[ ment alter a poor start.

1 From one of these requests have come to
us to conduct buria! services, More dig-
tant villages have been reached by the

native Christians and good reports brousht -

in, though in some cases indifference hLas
been manifested.

There have been a few baptisms, and
splendid testimony has been given in indi.
vidual cases. Our first two out-schools
have been opened, and a third was—com-
1menced recently in the centre of o group of
/four villages, where we hope lor improve-
The poor atbend-

Cance is another result of the shortage ol

food Lhat prevailed a short time sgo, and
:

CHIDID! GIRLS' BOARDING SCHOOL,

The Dormitorics,

for the testing times that came later, with
1the food and funds stringency and the con-
isequent closing of our schools, It was not
‘until March that we were able to open our
| boarding school, but in God’s srace all
| needs have been met and the attendance
The daily Gospel services,
the Sunday mectings, and the other regular
meetings have been maintained, whilst a

{ women’s Bible class and a children’s Sun-
| day school have been organised with profit-
Jable results,

The neighbouring  villages
have been visited regulurly on the Subbath

tand very frequently during the week.

i The medieal depare

our teachers are sbill having great difhi-
cully in procuring Lheir food supplies.
il reporl shows
v busy “year, for over 8,000 irealinents
have been given for various ailiments,
such as uleers, sore eyes, coughs, cle,,
whilst cases of sickness necessitabhig con-
stant visitation number 49, 1oaeh morn-
ing the dispensary is opencd the palientsy
are guthered for proyer, and sueh of Uen
us live on the station are expeeted to
attend the doily Gospel services. It is
joy to know that some nre led to Christ
whilst here for the treatment of theip
physical ailnicnts, :
Four or five murriages have heen eele-
brated amongsl our nalive Christians.
Conforming with certain tribal customs
and registration in person at the Govern-
ment station constitute the legal bond. But
we are glad when request is made for a
religious ceremony, for in this way they
learn to promise before God their mutual

fidelity, and we are enabled to bring maore

definitely before them the sanctity of mar-

Progress in the spivitual lile at Muson-
weji is indicated by what took place on
Baster Sunday at the morning service. Our
school-chureh building was in grent need of
repair, and during the rains the roof leaked
badly, 'Phe question had been put to some |
of the Christians whether

—propershzeldbmies— Ot
was worthy ol the house of God, and cr-sized dtess i

whether we ought not, as llis people, to
keep it in good repair, and it was deeided
that an opportunity for a thank-offcring
shonld be given at the conclusion of the
service on Easter Sunday. It being a season
when the repairs could not be executed, the
majority made promises, some men to
bring poles for the rafters, bamboos for
lathing, or bark rope for tying, the cripples
to cut this rope into suitable widths for use,
the women to bring grass for thatching,
and the children’s class to tie the grass into

T —
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mised food of various kinds, and in addi-
tion five pounds was reccived in cash at the
service. We have set aside a time for the
repairs to be done, and look forward to real
blessing when the promises are fulfilled.

At the close of this service we adjourned
to the river and baplised three wives of
native teachers. It was truly a testimony
to the resurrection power of the Lord Jesus.
Christ in heathendom. To Him be all the
praise and glory. Brethren, pray for us.

such a condition
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gl Chisalala. ¢33 7
H. G. and F. Pirouet and J. A. and M. Rhinehart,

SEETNG thal we have been away from | }The standard of learning in the village
the Station for six months of the | [schools is not high, but a daily  Bible
past year, a report is not an easy | {lesson is given, and the elders hear the

thing to wrile.  The main aim of the i‘ Gospel regularly,  The tenchers have
year has been to prepare :
pupils in the village schools
for their coming to the sta-
tion school for a course ol
two or three years” training,
The willnge  schools  have
been under the charge of
native teachers; three have
heen open, and have served
eight villages, The teachers
have had it urged upon
them that their main work
is to present Christ to their
pupils, and that all they
teach is to that end, —-
~~At the present moment a

made for the station school, o N T

not necessarily those who £ : HEALING THE Sick. &
have made most advance in learning to || given us satisfaction, and their Christian
read and wrile, but those who appear || testimony, under diffienit circumstances,
to show some desire for the things of || appeers to have been steady, We regret:
Christ; and it is honed to bring in || that within the last ten days one of them

twelve, of whom some will be girls, | has been taking part in a heathen cus-
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tom, and Ut we have been compelied

to suspend him ;. we ask prayer that this:

suspension may not be a means of har-
dening him,

Little itineration work has been done.
Two scparate tours were undertaken,
and some fifty villages visited. In some
of them people who were known by the
others as Christians were found, but the
knowledge of these people was praetie-
ally nil, and it was difficult to find out
what standard of living they had. There
was some difference, however, between
their lives and those of others; they
require teaching, but can seldom be
visited. : '

During the last twelve months little
progress can be reported. In the pre-
vious year over one hundred persons
professed conversion, but their lives do
not show mueh change, and many of
them are said by the teachers to have
backslidden. ~ Still, there have been
qmany encouragements, noticeably in the
Lgrowing desive of the teachers to under-
stand  what their attitude should be
Lowards heathen custom., We find them
more ready to consult us and to tell us

their difticuttios whout these Lhings than
was the ease formerly.  Some of them

have just returned from o Convention af

Junkeya, a station in Congo territory o
whichi they accompuried us, and we be-
lieve that they have had a real spiritunl
uplift.

We have great hopes that the whole
work in the district is going to become
easier now that we have a proper supply
of New Testaments {(Mr. Crawiord’s
translation of the New Testament into
an allied dialect), and of some literature
in Kaonde. Up to the present we have
beer. working with one Testament he-
tween two teachers, and no other litera-
ture of any sort, and in the absence of
the Scriptures progress ean hardly be
expected.  Tour Testaments have been
our maximuin number, and these sadly
tattered copies from mueh use,  Thanks
to the generosily of friends, we shall
shortly have an mnple supply of Testa-
ments, o Reading Peimer, the Gospel of
St. Mark in the loeal dinleet, and
a booklel of stories from Genesis, also
in Kaonde. :

= L

The ‘“Go” and the “Lo” in
Modern Missions.

Muye, Angola,
_HWIIHQN they persceute you .in one

city, flee to another” (another city,

not another couniry, as n veberan
‘missionary of the C.I.M., now Secrctary for
“that Mission in Canada, interprets the pas-
sage). When our eleven native evangelists,
holding Government permits, were for-
bidden by the Governor of our district to
continue oul-station work in the Cangombe
sub-district, they immedigtely set out to
itinerate over all the territory east and
south-enst where our languages—Mbunda
and Tuchaze-—are spoken. Soon after their
departure the Giovernor goave divections to
the writer to tell them, when they re-
turned, nob to go out again; so, knowing
that their time to evangelise legnlly was

C:\Users\Paul\Desktop\Mission periodicaly 1907_1945_ headings.docx
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shorl, we sel about praying Lhal special
power might attend theiv preaching on Lhis
trip,  Tlitherto, natives in this rogion have
been shy of braving the sjumboks (hippo-

hide whips) of the black soldiers, and the -

unpleasantness of the Government prisons,
by preaching econtrary to Government
orders.

For some days past these young men, ten
of them converts from the loeal tribes since
the beginning of the work in this country in

© 1014, have been coming back to this station

overflowing with joy, and telling remark-
able tales of blessing through the promised
Presence (Malt. xxviii, 20),  They have
the useful habit of writing on a shect of

paper the name of ench river valley evan. .
!

. o i
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“When He Putteth Forth-

> He

Goeth Before.”

Un-Named Mankoya Station, N. Rhodesia. E. M. Jakeman.

~ WISH I might make real to you the
life, the place, and the people of

this station, which is so new that

it has not yet been christened. We
want it to have a name that will mean
something to the natives, but we have
but the merest acquaintance with the
native language, as we have been here
less than four weeks, and it has not yet
been written, as up to the present time
the sole white inhabitants of the Man-
koya Distriet—about 20,000 sguare
miles in extent—have been the Native
Commissioner and his wile; so there nre
no books to study.

Perhaps I should go back a little and
give you a resumé ol our coming here.
From Mt. Tabor, Zululand, we went via
Durban to Johannesburg for a two
weeks’ holiday, thence to Livingstone,
where we saw the magnificent Victoria
Falls, and onward up the Zambesi. Al-
most a month was spent on the river,
travelling by barge in the day and
camping by night on the banks.

At Mongu, the magistracy for Barotse-
land, which was the end of the river
trip, we were delayed some days, as it
was necessary to interview Government
officials and to get from Yeta, the Para-
mount Chief of Barotseland, permission
to spy out the land. We were most
kindly received by all of them. Then
Mr. Jakeman set out with a few native
carriers to go over the whole distriet in
order to find the most suitable site for
the station, whilst I waited at Mabumbu,
a station of the Paris Mission, near
Mongu. Mr, Jakeman was away nearly
five weeks. Adfter seeing practically the
whole ¢ field,” he selected this place,
and called all the headmen together to
agk if they wanted a missionary to come
among them. ‘

They, in turn, talked  -~our first stopping place.

with their people, and came next morn-
ing to say that they did want-a mission-
ary and a school, and that they would
build a camping place for us free of
charge. Mr. Jakeman then returned to
Mabumbu, and we came with our goods
a delightful six days’ trek to our new
field of work,

It was so nice, aflter almost four
months of journeying and waiting, which
at times had secemed very long indeed,
to [eel we had come ‘ home’ at last
and to our own people. As we came
near, the grown pt:n;)lﬂ came out to greet
us in the native way, which is very
pretty, kneeling and clapping their
hands in unison. The children, who are
very shy, might be seen just inside the
village enclosure peeping through the
cracks. The words which kept coming -
to my mind over and over were the
words of the Tsraelitish spies when they
had returned from spying out their pro-
mised land, “ We came into the land
whither Thou sentest us and surely it
floweth with milk and honey.” If those
two last words may be interpreted to
mean opportunity, that would be my
testimony regarding this land.

The people had been as good as their
word, and had built a very nice camp-
ing place, consisting of a double en-
closure connected by a doorway and sur-
vounded by a *¢ wall *? of millet stalks.
At one end was o rude little hut, where
we made everything quite cosy in a short
time. As soon as the place could be
made habitable Mr. Jakeman began
looking round for the exact location for
the station; two days after our arrival
the workmen hegan clearing  ground,
and a week later we moved to our pre-
sent abode, just about one mile from
We moved

Y
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the fiest hut and all the materind of the
enclosure, so the natives do not feel that
their work was wasted. .

This is a beautiful place. Just now
spring is coming, some of the irees are
already decked in their fresh green
leaves, whilst others are red, pink and
yellow with their baby foliage ; it seems
to us an ideal site for a station in every
respect. Five minutes’ walk from us
is the Luampa—a clear, perennial river,
furnishing abundant water supply. Some
beautiful evergreen trees will serve as a
‘“ shadow from the heat.” The soil .is
comparatively hard, and suitable for
gardening as well as for brick-making.
There are many people just here—15
villages with at least 500 people within
ensy walking distance: and though the
population of Mankoya is seattered,
there are many people in every divection,
and we believe this will be a good centre
for reaching the whole field.

Our house for the present is a little
thatched room about 12 feet by 12, with
dry grass on the ground for a floor. It
serves as dining-room, kitchen, and sit-
ting room, our tent still providing our
sleeping apartments; it is very cosy in
its way, and seems almost palatial after
the first one.  Although we have been
here a little less than four weeks, God
hag sent all the workmen we neod, nand
abundanee of food for them,  This is a
Torest country, and the work of elearing
the ground and building the station is
1ol a small one, and the rainsg may be
expected after next month, so there is
need of haste. The frame of our house
is up, and we hope in three weeks’ time
to move into it; ground is being cleared
for the church. At present services are
held under the trees. The people have
been asked to contribute to the build-

mg of the church by bringing grass for

thatehing, bark rope and poles, and we
are very much interested to see what
response there will he,
}: There are now 26 boys in school ; we
lbegan»with an attendance of 18 on

AITRICAN
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1GIGH,

August 18Lh s the workmen asked for an |

evening school, so that they also might
learn, and 20 began this weck. At our
first women’s mecting last week, 27
were present; a sewing-class is followed
by the meeting, at which we shall study
Luke’s Gospel. The services on Sunday
are well attended—about 800 in the
morning and 200 in the afternoon this
past Sunday, our third here.

Our difficulty at present is
language. Our school represents eight
tribes, and there are others.

dition complicates the acquisition of one
language. Where everyone speaks the
same dialect it is easy to learn words,
once the prammar is understood; but
where there are so many different words
for the same thing, it is o bit confusing,
I'ortunately, the native teacher under-
stands Engplislias well as the languages
f the people. Teaching is made pos-
sible by the fact that all native languages
are written phonetically : vowel sounds
and syllables are the first steps in read-
ing, and as the children learn these we
shall be learning their words.  They
learn Ynglish numbers, and writing is
not subjeet Lo language limitations ; we
are nsing Lype-written sheels and hand-
made charls al present, and we have
school also under the trees,

It 15 a place full of opportunity. We
feel tboa great Lrust Trom God,  The
people are as yet wholly untouched hy
missionary effort and unspoiled by civili-
sation, for cducation and civilisation
without Christ do spoil the native, A
few nights ago one of our men came to
tell us he “ wanted to believe.”” How
much or how little such a confession
means on the part of one who has not
been enlightened no one except the
great Searcher of hearts ean know; we
think of it as meaning a desire to know
more of Jesus; but even that is much,
and we praise God for it.

Since the beginning of the yenr, when
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we had the first intimation thalt we
might be coming to this new field, we
have been mueh in prayer that God
would prepare the way for us, and truly
He has done so. It seems the *° harvest
truly is plenteous,” and the people are
waiting and receptive. We realise that
those things which are done in the
energy of the flesh are vain, and only
those things shall endure which are done
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in the power of the Spirit,  As God lays
it on your heart, please pray for ns thal
we may have vision to grasp all our
opportunities in this new ficld for Him,
and that we may have freshness of in-
terest for His service day by day, and
so we may build, on the eternal founda- .
tion which has been laid, those things
which shall abide in that day when our
work shall be tried in the fire,
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Since ITlast wrote you,' Miss Bartling has taken
over the Sunday School, and has grown to love the
boys and girls as much ns 1 do. Yes, ¥ do miss
them, but you see as I have them in sehool all the
weelg, it is good for them to have a change,

On Sunday afternoons now I have a class for
the mothers and young women, and we are getting
to know each other better. (Ve have some rrood
times, “YThe fwomen love blackboard talks, and
sometimes I have a suitable picture to show them,
whick: helps them to understand the story that is
being told,

Last night we took our
lantern and started out to

D

4

“visit the married quarters.

As we neared the village Miss
Maben ealfed out with her
clenr voice, and i o minule
the woods seemed full of
children, who were all com-
ing to lecarn to pray,
Would you like to gather
with them ? Come afong
then to that ** Kinzasa,” o
kind of round shed, where
there is o bright fire alrendy
burning., A stwmp of woud
or a small stool is brought
for the teacher to sit upon,
and the childrensitin a cirele
on the ground. Often the
only light is that caused by
the flicker of the fire, and
twenty or more pairs of
bright eyes, and as many
rows of white teeth, are about
all that you can see. Singing
a hymn for a beginning, they
getright down to the business
in hand, and every child takes
part in prayer, unless there
is a little stranger present.
They pray first for fpod,

as o rule (they are very o ¥ .y o
‘human you sce), and then gy ..,v{‘ e w’
remember to pray for the

Holy Spirit to il their REAPING
hearls, and  for Jesus'’s

precious blood Lo make them elean.  Then nearly
every time they remember Mr, Bowen and Mr, and
Mrs. Foster, for they love them. They also remem-
ber their heathen parents. Do you not think God
hears the voices and vepds the desires of these
little ones ? I do. God's book says “ A little
«<hild shall lead them.”

Yes, the children are very good at their weekly
prayer meetings, but ai times they can be very
naughty too. It would never do to tell you all the
good about them and none of the bad, would it ?
‘One day I found that, instead of doing their duties
well, they had left them and gone olf to cateh fish!
“They were very troubled when they knew they
were found out.

[ asleed if they thought the Lord Jesus was happ
when 1lis httlv ones were untruthful, and they all
hung their heads with shame. They seemed so
very sorry thab 1 asked if they wanted to be for-
given, Fhey all answergd *“Yes” at once, 1

AT

E. M. Shoosmith.

x’ x

TIME

- dusty bodies.

PLAY.

said that'it was all right, T had forgiven them, and
they must shut. eyes quickly and ask the Lord
Jesus Lo forgive them Loo. That day they had Lo
do a double task for punishment, heeuuse, you
know, wrong doing must be punished, even if it is
1uzp‘lvcn Most of them have been good  sinee,

execept Kimenu,

I was so sorry to have to give him ‘what is a big
punishment in the cyes of these peopie,
was made to stand oub
the class.

viz,, he
by himseclf i {ront of
he disobeved three times in
two diys, so something had
to be done. Ilis rlL“UL was
filled svith * bumva ™ {shame),
and I believe he wili really
try to be obedient in future.
Will you pray for him ?

You sce,

De uot think it is all
school  and  punishments !
Oh, no! We lhave some

great {un together, and they
can run so fast it is no good
lrying to play  “tag’ with
then 1 get all out of bhreatly
and neversuceeed in entehing
one,  You should hear (hé
lwghter and happy  voices
on  Saturday, when, after
Drilt and Chigger Inspection
is over, Miss Bartling is
teaching them somé Iinglish
(or as she would say Ameris
can) games, Last week they
learned © Drop the Hand-
kerchief,” and next Saturday
it is to be * Oranges and
Lemons,” I helieve.

Some of you may wonder
what * Chigger Inspection ™

is!  You do not have any
such thing in Iingland, do
you? A chigger is a cute

littie ¢hap that loves to bur-
row his wiy down under the
skin of your feet or hands,
preferably under the toenail,
and he does  this so slyly
that ot first you do not

a@ .%K‘;’g‘-.i‘}»%
%& i‘ i A

IN AFRICA.

know he is there,
he is busy making o little white sack, from swhieh
many more Jittle chigoers will come if he s aflowed
to remain.  We find it necessury to loel at every-
body’s feet once n week, eyen of the grown-ups.
Muany of the children lose their tees, and feet too,
as a result of necleet in this respect.

Left to themselves the children would
learn to be clean. It is o rule of school that they |
bathe every noon-tide and come to school clean, |
On Monday last they all tnrned up with Hwh
They seemr'd to think it was a big

‘joke, and launghed so heartily wlu,u i v\‘.mmled

them. You should have seqn their f2ecs straighten
when I said, ¥ To-merrinw if any one comes to
sehinnd with Hiili,y body 1 will take him Lo the river
myseif and wash him.? Thoy all eried, “We shall
sec shame,” and they knew I omeant what I said, |
for they eame next doy just ny elean ny couldd be 3¢
I ouly hope Lhey won't forgel ngain loo soon,

i
}
k
i
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“No Hope and Without God in the World.”

- Musonweji, N. "Rho'desia. Pearl Ross Maben,

4 ARK, dork indeed the grave would be
had we no hope, O God, from _’Ehee,-"
hut “Blessed be the God and Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according unto

Spurgeon once said to his congregation,
“Qb, I do pray I may hear more news of
saved ones ! Oh, that some spirit, that has
wandered out into the dark moorland, may
spy the candle in my window and find its
way home.” This is the cry of our hearts
at Musonweji, and you, our prayer helpers,
are praying too to hear more news of saved
on¢s. We rejoice to tell you that the Ioly
Spirit is working in our midst and that
souls are being saved in spite of the mighty
forces of the evil one. Every day or so our
hearts are gladdened by someone answering
‘to God ; some are those for whom we have
been especially praying. Do pray on that
we may have a mighty visitation of His
salvation here. Many little children have
been coming to the Saviour, and it would
touch your hearts to hear them pray for
their heathen relatives. A little boys’ fight
the other day resulted in a prayer meeting,
when seven gave themselves to the Lord.

1 Yor about three months...c three women
\were on the station alone, whilst Mr. and
|Mrs., Wilson journeyed to Malene Hill
%’During this time the school term was
brought to a close and the out-schools
wisited. We need mueh prayer for the out-
school work, especially for the teacher boys.
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i abundant merey hath begotten us again.
unto o lively hope by the resurrection ‘ofs
Jesus Christ from- the dend 7= wherein
we greatly rejoice !”
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Mr. andirss itlson rcturned to us on

August 4th, bringing a new little son,
Gordon, and on August 29th, Mr. and Mrs.
Toster and family arrived from furlough in
America. Now the Wilson family are
leaving to assume their new work with the

printing-press in Angola.

. The days ahead are full in preparation
for the re-opening of school. In this con-
nection there are many problems for which
we desire your prayers. A real vietory has
been realised in the way of giving to the
Lord, for our people have this to learn as .
yet. The school needed a new roof; in
response to Mr. Wilson’s invitation for a
thank-offering, our station folks and a num-
ber of chiefs and villagers gladly brought
grain, chickens, sticks and money. Most
of the station boys gave labour, and the
roof was quickly finished. A praise service’ |

followed.

A cosy new dwelling-house has just been
completed, and we three girls enjoy it ! we
thank God; too, for a gift of fifty pounds to
build a new dispensary ; this is a definite
answer to prayer. We praise Him for

healing power these days.
“ Praise belongeth to our God
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239t he Diary of a Day.
g Chisalala, N. Rhodesia. Herbert G. Pirouet. \{H

ERE is the true story of Sunday,
August 5th; it represents a sample
day at Chisalala.

9.830 a.m. Cospel Service. The workmen
on the station do.not put in appearance,
and are sent for. Only one turns up, the
rest have all gone off into the bush and
are out of reach.

10,80 a.m. Our wood-and-water-boy
comes to me, hands me the shirt-and shorts
which are provided for all in our employ
who attend school, and announces that he
wishes to leave at once as his mother has
just died. Iiis mother has been a con-
sumptive and in a dying condition for
years, but till now he has not bothered
about her. : '

10.45 a.m. Interview Shamende, one of
our teachers, telling him that we hope to
_open a school at his village, and asking
him if he will be willing to go there as a

teacher, He veplies, ¢ Truly my Lord is -

leading in this matter, only yesterday my

people asked me to come to them and -

teach them. I told them that I had my work
to do, and it was not for me fo choose ;
now I hope to see many of my relations
saved.” He is told that he will have no
_other teacher with him, as he will be so
near another school (only a mile and a half
away), and replies, * But I shall not be
alone, for I shall be with Jesus.”

11 a.m. Communion Service. :

2 p.m. { Johnycomes to consult us, What

the to do? A fortnight ago his wile gives
birth to a child, the child dies the next
day. The elders come to John and tell
him that he is now bound to follow tribal
custom, which is as follows :—If a woman
gives birth te a child and it dies hefore it

is a month old, or befere the father has
nursed it, the woman is called ** Kafunga,”
and is taboo. She may not eook any lood
except her own, and then only if there is
no one to cook for her.  She may not light
or even make up a fire.  Her husband and
she may not share the same hut. sShouald
these rules be infringed, those who partake
of her food will be liable to swellings of
the chest, or to a particular form of uleer.
The taboo can only be removed by following
out the appointed ceremonial. The elders
bring the husband medicine, and he must
that night share his wife’s hut. Early the
next morning the wife lights«a fire. The
medicine is brought and placed on the ground :
near food. The wife cooks food. All the
people of the village gather. They have
small incisions made on their chests, and
some of the medicine is rubbed in. They
then partake of the food cooked by the
wife, dipping it in the medicine. The wife
is then free of the taboo, To John is
pointed out 1 Peter, 1. 18 to 21, particular

stress being laid on ““ from your vain con- j

versation received by tradition from your /
fathers.” John says that the two principal/
clders are willing to be guided by him and
us in the matter, and returns to his village
to tell them what he has heard, 2y
2.45 p.m. Sunday School, The little’
gitls who have been given permission to
see their relatives in their village, provided

_that they come back in time for Sunday -

School, are absent. They have heard of
the death of the wood-and-water-boy’s
mother, a very distant relative of their
own, and have decided that it is important
that they should po to the village to

mourn. So even in Africa the office boy's
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“ grandmother ” dies and gives him exeuse
for asking for a holiday !

4 pm. A schoolboy comes and says he
has had a row with another, and wishes to
leave the next day. Told to go away and
sleep on it.

430 p.m. Interview with Kalilanda,
another teacher, He is told that, owing to
the fact that many children have left the
village where he is teaching, we no longer
fecl justified in carrying on school there.
In other villages there are very many
without a teacher. Will he go to help
Munguya, so as to relieve Shamende for
another school 7 He replies that it is very
hard, only two years ago we asked him to
leave the station Lo become a teacher,
and that he went to a village fourteen
miles away at our request ; Now Wwc want
him at one only six miles from us but
twenly [rom where he is, Ile does not
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know -ttt -tk o Hrs-thoving
so often, besides who is going te carry his
bed and his chickens and his cupboard ?
He is told that, if we do God’s work, we
may have many moves and must not
expect to be left in one place for ever,
that we must be ready to go wherever God
wants us. He says it is not a matter of
the work of God, but of moving, and he
really thinks that it is asking a fot of him
tomake the move., Incidentally the Kaonde
think nothing of moving their whole
village every few years. Ile is told that we
cannot regard his attitude as doing him
much eredit, and he is given a week to
think the matter over. e thinks it very
hard that he should have to pay us another
visit in a week.

So end the problems of the day, problems
which are of {requent occurrence.

2/3/2017 4:19 PM

Fa?e 5



